Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




6000530QQ-t- 



1^%^ ff 



C 



..1^: 



SUPPLEMENT 

MR. McCTfLLOCH'S 

COMMERCIAL DICTIONARY; 



UW TAKOT ASK OTHBB IMPOHTAST ASTICUiS, 



BirlKOIKn DOWN rUK l-WJIUtiriOK tS IHE WOBK 



Sein-EMBER, 184^. 



LONDON; 
IXINOMAN, BSOWN, CiltEEN, AND LONGMAN!!. 



MDfiCCXllI, 



^i' 



DICTIONARY, 



FBACTICAL, THEORETICAL, AND HISTORICAL, 



OF 



k COMMERCE 



AND 



COMMERCIAL NAVIGATION 



London t 

Printed by A. Spottiswoodb, 
New-Street-Square. 



DICTIONARY, 



PRACTICAL, THEORETICAL, AND HISTORICAL, 



OF 



COMMERCE 



AND 



COMMERCIAL NAVIGATION; 



ILLUSTRATED WITH MAPS AND PLANS. 



BY J. R. MTULLOCH, ESQ. 



A NEW EDITION: 

WITH AN ENLARGED SUPPLEMENT, 
BBINGING DOWN THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE WORK TO 

September, 1842. 



Tutte le invenzioni le pid benemerite del genere umano, e che hanno svillupato V ingegno 
e la facolU dell* animo nostro, sono quelle che accostano 1' uomo all' uomo, e facilitano la 
communicazione delle idee, del bisogni, del sentiment!, e riducano il genere umano a massa. 

Verri. 



LONDON: 

PRINTED FOR 

LONGMAN, BROWN, GREEN, AND LONGMANS. 

MDCCCXLII. 



NEW AND ENLARGED' 



SUPPLEMENT. 



SEPTEMBER, 1842. 



N. A — ThU Supplement embodies most part of that issued in December, 18S8. It is intended to suddIv 
deficiencies and correct errors in the Dictionary; to bring down the information contained in it to the 
latest period; and espedally to point out whaterer changes have been made in the laws respectinc 
commerce, navigation, Ac., since it was published. We intend publishing another Supplement whraerer 
it may seem to be required ; and we earnestly entreat our friends at home and abroadto transmit to us. 
through Messrs. Longman and Ca, such information as they concelTe may enaUe us to correct improv? 
or supply any article tither in the Dictionarr or in this Supplement We shall caxeftiUy observe anv 
stipulations as to the use of such communications. 



ABATEMENT OF DUTIES. ~ No abatement is to be made, on account of 
damage on the voyage^ from the duties payable on the following drugs, viz. contharides, 
cocculus Indicus, Giiinea grains, ipecacuanha, jalap, nux vomica, opium, rhubarb, sar- 
saparilla, and senna. — (4 & 5 WUL 4. c 89. § 5.) 

ALE AND BEER. — In consequence of Uie complaints, whether well or ill founded, 
of the inconveniences arising from the increase of beer shops— (see Diet, p. 14.), a ma- 
terial change has been made in the mode of licensing houses for the sale of beer. Under 
the act 1 Will. 4. c 64..— (Z>tcf. p. 14.), the commissioners of excise, or other persons 
duly authorised, were bound to grant licences, costing 22. 2«. a year, ta all persons not 
excepted in the act, empowering them to sell ale, beer, porter, cider, &c to be drunk 
indiffkrenify either on or off the premises. But the act of 1834, 4 & 5 Will. 4. 
e. 85., made the obtaining of a licence to retail beer to be drunk on the premises 
contingent on the applicant being able to produce a certificate of good character, sub- 
scribed by certain persons rated at a certain amount to the poor : it has also raised the 
cost of such licence to 32. S«. ; and reduced the cost of a licence to sell beer not to be 
drunk on the premises to 12. Is. We subjoin a frill abstract of the act: — 

Persons opplf/iMg for a Licence to sell Beer to be drunk on the Premises, to deposit a Ceri&leateqfgood 
Ckaraeter, ^c -» l^ery person applying for a licenceto-sell beer or cider by retail, to be drunk in the house 
or on the premises, shall, in addition to the application setting forth the particulars required by the act 
1 WilL 4^ a 61, annuallv produce to and deposit with the commissioners of excise, collector, or other person 
authorised to grant such licence within the parish or place in which the person appl^png intends to sell 
beer or cider by retail, a certificate signed hy 6 persons residing in and being and describing themselves to 
be inhaUtants of such parish, place, &c., and respectively rated therein to the poor at not less than 62,, or 
occupying a house therein rated to the poor at not less than 62., none of whom shall be maltsters, common 
brewers, or persons licensed to sell spirituous liquors or beer or older by retail, nor owners or proprietcMns 
of any houses licensed to sell liquors, beer, or cider by retail, stating that the person i^plymg for the 
licence is of good character : and at the foot of such certificate one of the overseers of the parish, 
township^ or place shall certify (if the fact be so) that such 6 persons are inhabitants respectively rated as 
aforesaid ; and such certificate shall respectivelv be in the form of the schedule annexed to this act : 

Srovided always, that in any parisji, township, or district maintaining its own poor, in wbich'there are not 
3 inhabitants rated to their relief to the amount of 6^ each, or not occupying housek respectively rated to 
the poor at 6^ each (not being maltsters, common brewers, or persons licensed to seU spirituous liquors or 
beer or cider by retail), the certificate of the minority of the inhabitants of such parish, township, or dis. 
trict maintaining its own poor, as are rated to the amount of 6L each, shall be deemed to be a sufl9cient 
certificate for the purposes of this act — ^ £. 

Penalty on Overseers, — Any overseer who shall, without due cause, reftise to certify that the persons 
who have signed the certificate are respectively rated to the poor's rate as aforesaid, to forfeit not more 

than SL-^S^ 

Beer drunk in Sheds. — Any person licensed under the act 1 'Will. 4. c. 64., to sell beer, cider, ftc. 
not to be consumed on the premises, who shall employ, permit, or suffbr any person or pesnons to take or 
carry any beer, &c. Itom his ho*ise or premises, to be drunk or consumed for his benefit or profit, in any 
other house, tAt, shed, &c. belonging to, or hired, used, or occupied by such licensed person, such beer, 
Ac. shall be hdd to have been consumed on the premises, and the person sdling the same shall be sul^t 
to the like f(vf(9tures and penalties as if it had been actually drunk or consumed in a house or upon pro- 
nises licrased duly for the sale thereof. — 1 4. 
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BUletting. — Provisions for billetting soldiers under mutiny acts to extend only to those licensed to sell 
beer or cic^r to bo drunk !n the house or on the premises, and not to extend to those licensed to sell beer 
not to be consumed on the premises. — ( 5. 

Justices to regulate the Opening and Closing of Houses Justices in petty sessions are authorised to fix 

the hours at which houses and premises licensed to sell beer under this act shall be opened and closed ; 
but any person thinking himself aggrieved by any such order may appeal at any time, within 4 months 
from its date, to the justices in quarter sessions, on giving the justices making the order 14 davs' notice 
of bis intention ; and the decision of the justices in quarter sessions shall be final : provided, however, 
that the hour to be fixed for opening any house shall not in any case be earlier than 5 o'clock in the 
morning, nor for closing the same later than 11 o'clock at night, or before 1 o'clock in the afternoon or 
Sunday, Good Friday, Christmas Day, or any day appointed for a public fast or thanksgiving ; and tlie 
hours so fixed by the justices, with referencc'to the distrkts within their jurisdictions, shall be taken to 
be the hours to be observed and complied with under this act as Ailly as if the same had been specially 
apirainted by it ^ 6. 

Constables t SfC. to visit licensed Houses. — All constables and officers of police are authorised to enter into 
all houses licensed to sell beer or spirituous liquors to be consumed upon the premises whenever they 
shall think proper ; and if any person licensed as aforesaid, or any servant or person in his employ or by 
his direction, shall refuse to admit such constables, &c. into such house or premises, the person having the 
licence shall for the first offence forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding 51., together with the costs of con- 
viction, to be recovered within 2U days before 1 or more justices; and it shall be lawful for any 2 or 
more justices, upon any person beiqg convicted of such offence for the second time, to adjudge (if they 
think fit) that such offender, be disqualified fVom selling beer, ale, porter, cider, or perry, by retail, for 
S years after such conviction, or for such shorter space as they may think proper. — ^7. 

Penalty for making or wing false Cert^ates. — Persons certifying any matter having reference to this 
act as true, who know the same to be false, or using any certificate, knowing the same to be forged, shall, 
on conviction of such offence before 2 or more justices, forfeit and pay the sum of 20/L ; and ever^ licence 
granted to any person making use of any certificate to obtwn the same, such person knowing such 
certificate to be forged, or the matters certified therein to be false, shall be void to all intents and pur. 
poses ; and any person using such certificate shall be disqualified for ever Arom obtaining a licence to sdl 
beer or cider by retail. — § 8. 

No Licence to be granted without a Certificate. — No licence for the sale of beer or cider by retail to be 
consumed or drunk in the house or on the premises shall be granted, except upon the certificate herdiy 
required : provided, that in all extra-parochial places the certificate required by this act may be signed 
and given by inhabitants rated to the poor at 6/. in any adjoining parish or parishes. — § 9. 

Retailers to produce their Licences on Requisition of 2 Magistrates. — In case any complaint be laid 
before 2 justices against any licensed person for an offence against the tenor of his licence, or agidnst this 
act or the act 1 Will. 4. c. 64., the said Justices may require such person to produce his licence before 
them for their examination ; and if he wilfullv neglect or refuse so to do, he shall forfeit for such offence 
any sura, not exceeding 5/., the said justices shall think proper j and such person may be convicted, pro- 
ceeded against, and dealt with for such offence in the same manner, mutatis mutandis, as is directed by 
the act I WilL 4. c. 64. with regard to persons guilty of a first offbnce ag^nst said act j and the penalty 
imposed for such offence is to be applied in the manner that a penalty for a first offbnce agsdnst said act 
is directed to be applied. — ^10. 

Continuance of Powers, S^c. — The powers, provisions, and penalties of 1 WilL 4. c. 64. to apply to 
persons licensed under this act, and to their sureties, &c. — . ^ 11. 

Act 1 Will. 4. c. 64 to continue in force, except as hereby altered. — § 12. 

Duties on Beer Licences under the 1 Will. 4. c. 64 repealed^ and new Duties granted in lieu tTterecf. 
— From and after the passing of this act, the duties payable on excise licences for the sale of beer by re- 
tail under the act 1 Will. 4. c. 64. shall cease, and in lieu of such duties there shall be paid ui>on the 
licences hereby authorised to be granted the duties following} viz. 

For and upon every licence to be taken out b; any person for I For and upon everv licence to be taken out by any pcRMm iat 
the sale of beer by retail, not to be dmnk or ccmsumed in or I the sale of beer by retail, to be drunk or connuned in or 
upon the house or pren^ses where sold, the annual sum of I upon the hoase or premises where sold, the annual smn of 
1/.1«. I 32.3* — Sec. I.*). 

The duties to be under the management of commissioners of excise, and to be recovered and accounted 
for under the provisions of the act 1 Will. 4. c. 64. — ^ 14. 

Not to aff^t Duty on Licences to retail Cider and Perry. — Nothing in this act shall affbct the amount 
of duty payable under the 1 Will. 4. c. 64. on licences to retail cider and perry ; but every such licence 
shall specif whether it be granted for the sale of cider and perry by retail not to be drunk in the house 
or premises where sold, or for the retail of the same to be drunk in the house or premises where sold. — 
h 15. 

Licences under this Act not to authorise Persons to sell Wine. — No licence granted under the act 
1 WilL 4. c. 64^ and this act shall authorise any person to take out or hold any licence for the sale of wine, 
spirits, or sweets or made wines, or mead or mctheglin ; and if any person licensed under the act 1 WilL 4h 
e. 64. and this act shall uermit or suflbr any wine, spirits, &c. to be brought into his house or premise* 
to be drunk or consumea there, or shall suffer them to be drunk or consumed in his house or premises, he 
shall, over and above any excise penalties to which he may be subject, forfeit 20/. — ^ 16. 

Penalty on unlicensed Persons. -r- Such persons selling beer and cider by retail to be drunk off the pre. 
siises, 1&. ; to be drunk on the premises. 90L — ^ 17. 

Board over the Door. ~ Every person licensed to sell beer, cider, or perry, by retail, under the authority 
of the act 1 Will. 4. c. 64. and this act, shall, on the hoard required by the former act to be placed over his 
door, paint and keep thereon, after the words ** licensed to sell beer or cider by retail," the additimial 
words '* not to be drunk on the premises," or " to be drunk on the premises,'* as the case may be, on pain 
of forfeiting the penalty imposed by such act for not having such board over the door. — § 18. 

What is retailing <if Beer, ifc. —Every sale of beer, or of cider or perry, in any less quantity than 41 
gallons, shall be deemed and taken to be a sale by retaiL —A 19. 

Penalties for selling Spirits or Wine vrithout Licence. — Persons licensed to sell beer or cider under the 
act 1 WilL 4^ c. 64. and this act, who sell spirits or wine, sweets, &c. without being licensed, are liable to 
the penalties Imposed by the laws of excise for selling spirits or wine, sweets, &c. without licence. ^20. 

Cer^ltiae not to be required for Houses in certain Situations, if Population exceed 5,000. — l^e before- 
mentioned certificate shall not be required as to any house situated within the cities of London and West- 
minster, or within any parish or place within the bills of mortality, nor within any city or town corporate, 
nor within the distance of 1 mile from the place used at the last election as the place of election or polling 
place of any town returning a member to parliament, provided that the population, determined accord, 
ing to the last parliamentary census taken in such «ity, town, &c. shall exceed 5,000: provided, that no 
licence for the sale of beer, ale, porter, cider, or perry by retail on the premises in the cities of London 
and Westminster, or in any parish within the bills of mortality, or in any such city or town corporate, or 
town returning a member to parliament as before mentioned, shall be granted after the 5th day of April, 
1896, unless the house or premises specified as those in which beer or cider is intended to be solJ shall be 
of the value of 10/. per annum. -~ ^ 21. 
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Serm'oeqf Sutnmons. ~- SnnaskotueB or orders not legally served, unleu by some constable or oUmv 

^mmencemeni, — Act shall commence and take eflbct from and after the 10th day of October, 1834 . ~ 
J 23. 

Form qf Cert^ficaU rtferred to in \ 2. 

We»the ttndmigBed, bdnR inlMbitantt of tlw poiih [m> tinr^ and 

r""P^f™!l5**", *® *°« VOCKJA not !«• than «. per annvm. and none of as being mStatora, common brawon, or pmooi Uooiaed 
!i!^i^*22Sa"i?**!2lf: ^**^ M"???* !? •«»rbe« or ciaer I9 r«tail« do honSy certify, iThat ii. «., dweUhiff IT "■*"*" 
rtreec l*«r« qMc(^ A« «(rM(,faM, 4«.] In the said parish [or township, &c.] U a peram ofgood eharacterr^ 



Ur«r* teannf tt« Ally 5f dIfiiiV Me Mr<(/lcaCr.] 

(Signod) B. P. 

O.B. 
l.K. 
L.M. 

jr.o. 
p.q. 



[Bifra «<a<« tte rMJdmcc tfmck ^fthtptr- 
toiu Hgnhig.] 



I do hereb; certUJr, That all the abora-meBtkned perMms whoae names are subscribed to this oertifieate are inhmi^t^^nts of the 
pariah lor towfHhip, &c] of rated to 6/. to the relief of tite poor of the said parish. 



C. D, 
[Ovenaor of the parish er township, &c] 



ALIENS. — The act 7 Geo. 4. cap. 54. referred to in the Diethntuy (p. 23.), haa 
been repealed by the act 6 Will. 4. cap. 11., which enacts in its stead some new regu- 
lations, of which the principal are, that — 

Bvery master of a ship arriyhsg fWmi foreign parts shall, to the best of his knowledge and belief, imme- 
diately declare, in writiitg, to the chief officer of customs, the name or names, rank, occapation, &c. of 
any auen or aliens on board his ship, or who may have landed therefrom at any plaoB within the realm, 
onder a penalty of 20/. for cunisaion or false declaration : and of 10/. for every alien omitted in the declara- 
tion : this regiuation does not, however, extend to foreign mariners naTigatlng the vetsel. — ^ 2. 

On arriyai in this country, the alien is to declare his name, description, Ac. and to produce his pass- 
port ; which declaration u to be r^;istered by the officer of customs, who is to deliver a certificate to the 
alien. A cojpy of this declaration is to be transmitted, within two dm, to the secretary of state, or (if the 
alien land in Ireland) to the chief secretary of the Lord Lieutenant The original c^lficate given to the 
alien is to be tran sm itted to the secretary of state on his leaving the country. New certificates to be 
granted in Ueu of such as may be lost, without fee, under a poialty of 90/. Forging certificates, or fidsely 
personating aliens, ponishaUe by imprisonment, not exceeding three months, or by fine, not exceeding 
1002. — ^^8,4,6, &c. 

APPLES^ — Duty on, reduced from 4s. to 28. a bushel— (4 & 5 Witt, 4. c. 89. § 15.) 

AUSTRIA, T&sATT OF Commje&cs with. — We have great pleasure in laying the fol- 
lowing treaty before our readers. It is founded, as all such treaties should be, on the 
fairest principles of reciprocity, and will, no doubt, be productive of much advantage to 
both parties. It evinces, taken in connection with the reduction of the duties in the 
tariff (see pott}, the growing influence of enlightened views as to the soimd principles 
of commercial policy in the Austrian cabinet ; an influence that must necessarily, in the 
end, be productive of measures that will do more than any thing else to develop the 
hitherto almost latent, but vast, resources of the Austrian empire. The clause as to the 
navigation of the Danube may have important political consequences, should Russia 
attempt to throw any obstacles in its way ; though we are not certainly of the number 
of those who think that this is a matter of sufficient importance to British interests for 
us to involve ourselves in any very serious re^onsibilities with respect to it. Subjoined 
is a copy of the treaty. 

'* In the name of &c. His Msjesty the Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary and Bohemia, and Her 
Maieaty the Queen of the U. K. of Great Britain and Ireland, animated with a desire to develop, 
extend, and strengthen the commercial relations between their dominions and possessions, and thereby 
to aflbrd to their subjects who take a part in those commercial relations everv facility and encourage- 
ment possible ; and convhiced that nothing could more conduce to the accomplisnment of this desire than 
to continue the suppression of all inequalities in the tariff of duties which, previous to tba conclusion of 
the convoition sigined in London on the 21 st of December, 1829, were levied in the harbours of one state 
on the vessels of tiie other, have appointed plenipotentiaries to conclude a trea^ to that eSbct — 
namely: &c.— 

** who, after the exchange of thdr fbll powers, agreed to, and signed, the following articles : — 

** Art. 1. From the date of the ratification of the present treaty, the vessels of the two Powers, on 
entering and quitting the respective harbours of the two contracting Powers, shall pay no other duties 
than those to which are subjected or may hereafter be subjected tiie national vessels of each of the two 
Powers. 

** 2. All the productions of the dominions of His Msiesty the Emperor of Austria, including those 
exported to the n6rth by the river Elbe, and to the east by the Danube, and which mav be imported into 
the harbours of Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom, as also all the productions of the soil 
and mannfiscturet of the kingdom of Great Britain, which may be imported into the harbours of Hit 
Majesty the Emperor of Ausma, shall ei^oy the same privileges and immunities, and vice versd. 

"3. All the articles which are not the produce of die soil and manufiu^tures of the dommions of the two 
contracting Powers, but shall be imported in a regular manner from the harbours of Austria into those 
of the USted Kingdom of Great Britain, Ireland, Malta, Gibraltar, and other possessions of Her 
Britannic Majesty; shall be held to pay no other duties than those they would have to discharge if they 
were imported hi English vessels, uer Britannic Majesty grants by the present treaty to the trade and 
navigation of Austria the advantages secured by the two acts of Parliament of the 28th of August, 1833, 
to the vessels and productions of the United Kingdom and of its possessions, and those enjoyed by the 
most favoured nations. 

** 4. All Austrian vessels proceeding from the harbours of the Danube, as far as Galacz, inclusive, as well 

A 2 
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It is apparent from this table, that there has been a very heavy drain for bullion upon 
the coffers of the Bank since November and December, 1838 ; and much diversity of 
opinion has prevailed as to the causes of this drain, and the nature of the efforts made by 
the Bank to defeat it. But the circumstanoes that occasioned the driun seem, notwith- 
standing, to be sufficiently obvious. The harvest of 1838 was the most deficient that 
has occurred in this country for several years ; and, in proof of this, it is sufficient to 
mention, that while the quantities of foreign wheat and wheat flour entered for consump- 
tion in the United Kingdom in 1836 amounted to only 30,108 quarters, and in 1837 
to 244,275 quarters, they rose in 1838 to the enormous amount of 1,848^477 quarters, 
exclusive of a large amount of other grain. Ji should, however, be mentioned that 
the imports in 1838 only amounted to 1,355,119 quarters, about 500,000 quarters of 
the quantity taken into consumption in that year, having been previously imported in 
bond. Now, as the com in bond had, no doubt, been all, or mostly all, paid for when 
imported, it is dear that the sum to be paid to foreigners for com entered In 1838, was 
not so great by nearly a third part as, at first sight, it would appear to be. Still, how- 
ever, the importation in 1 838 was very large ; it was also in a considerable degree 
unprecedented, being nearly three times as great as in 1837, more than Jive times greater 
than in 1836, and about twenty times as great as in 1835, so that from its suddenness it 
had a comparatively great effect in raising prices abroad. It was all but impossible 
that this extraordinary increase in the importation of foreign com should not seriously 
affect the Exchange, and occasion a heavy drain for bullion. And by a singular coinci- 
dence, it so happened, that at the particular period when increased payments began to be 
required for foreign com, there happened to be an unusual deficiency in the ordinary 
means of nuiking them. In consequence of the real or supposed scarcity of cotton in the 
United States in 1838, and of the support given by the United States Bank, and other 
monied institutions in the United States, to the cotton planters and holders, a very consi- 
derable rise took place in the price of cotton : the necessary effect of this rise was to lessen 
the purchases made by the manufiu;turers, and to force them to narrow their business ; so 
that at the very moment when a large extra foreign payment had to be made, there was 
an increase in the price, and consequent felling off in the production and export of 
cotton febrics — that is, of by &r the greatest article of export from this country. Vast 
quantities of American securities had also been purchased in our markets; and this 
necessarily either occasioned the transmission of money to America, or lessened the 
returns from that country, and in so far lessened our means of meeting the foreign 
demand for com. The discredit of the Belgian Bank in the autumn of 1838 may also 
be mentioned as having occasioned a considerable extra demand for bullion. 

It is not, therefore, to be wondered at that the exchange became un&vourable, and 
that there was a heavy drain for buUion on the Bank. But it is less easy to form a 
fiur estimate of the measures taken by the Bank to meet this run. On the whole, 
however, we are inclined to think that on this, as on most similar occaaons, the Bank 
evinced too much tenderness for what she conceived to be the interests of commerce 
and did not vigorously enough commence reducing her issues when the drain for bullion 
had foirly set in. We, however, cordially approve of the Bank's policy in negotiating 
credits abroad, and endeavouring to restore the exchange to par by selling bills on the 
Continent, rather than by giving bullion for notes. In fact, sound policy would seem 
to dictate that the Bank should always hold a considerable amount of easily con- 
vertible foreign securities, and draw bills against them when the exchange is un&vourable. 
The plan of accumulating a large stock of bullion to be kept locked up in the Bank's 
coffers for no purpose whatever, except to meet the demand occasioned by a foil in the 
exchange, seems to be a very clumsy and costly device for doing that which would be 
more easUy and cheaply done by the Bank holding foreign securities, and having credits 
on some of the principal foreign banks. She might, were she to adopt this plan, 
dispense with the half of what is now reckoned the proper supply of bullion ; holding, 
in its stead, productive securities, which might always be sold at an advantage when the 
exchange is against us, or which might he pledged to the foreign banks for temporary 
loans. What merchants want during an adverse exchange, is good foreign bills, it 
being only in default of such that they export bullion ; and the Bank, by supplying them 
with such bills, and getting, of course, her notes in exchange, is able to diminish her 
issues quite as effectually as if her notes were sent in for bullion. Another advantage 
of this plan is, that it goes far to obviate. that internal discredit and alarm that are apt 
to be produced when the stock of bullion in the Bank is reduced unusually low. In 
fact,- bad the Bank not acted, in part at least, on this plan during the current 
year, the probability is that she must have suspended payments. In June and July 
last, the stock of bullion in her coffers was reduced to about 3,500,000?. j and as the drain 
still continued, had she endeavoured to meet it in the ordinary way, by paying away 
bullion for notes, her stock of the former would very speedily have been reduced %ck 
low as to occasion a home demand for it, which the Bank co\]id ivol \\^n^ xci^X. 'V\^^ 
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Bank should never, if it be possible to prevent it, allow her stock of bullion to sink 
below 4| or 5 millions ; and she may always keep it above this amount, in so fiir at 
least as the foreign demand is concerned, by selling bills drawn against foreign credits 
or securities. The Bank should also, consentaneously with the selling of bills, adopt the 
most efficient measures for preventing the notes she receives for them from getting 
again into circulation, either by raising the rate of interest, or by refusing (though the 
latter be a much more questionable policy) to discount certain classes of bills. It 
should always be borne in mind, that however a drain for gold may originate, the 
fact of its existence is of itself a conclusive proof that gold is more valuable abroad than 
here, and consequently that the currency is redundant We are .not, therefore, of the 
number of those who censure the Bank for having raised the rate of interest to 6 per 
cent. On the contrary, this was a measure that seems to have been imperatively 
required by the circumstances under which she was placed. At the same time, how- 
ever, it must be admitted that the Bank allowed her stock of bullion to be reduced &r 
below what is consistent either with her safety or with the safety of the great interests 
involved in her stability. She did not avail herself of her credit abroad so soon or so 
consistently as she might have done ; and she does not appear to have made that early, 
systematical, and continuous reduction of her issues, required to adjust the exchange, 
and to bring the currency to its proper level. It is probable, indeed, as matters have 
turned out, that less hardship has been inflicted on individuals by the course the ^ank 
has taken, than if she had resolutely foUowed up the course pointed out by principle, 
and withdrawn from circulation the notes received for bullion delivered for exportation 
and for foreign bills. But it is always bad policy, in such cases, to trust to fortuitous 
occurrences ; and, in the long run, the safest plan, or that dictated by principle, is sure 
to be the best. 

Bank of Ireland.— Account showing the Circulation of the Bank of Ireland from 1823 to 1836, both 

inclusive. 



Yeen. 


Large 


Small 
Notes. 


Pom Rills. 


Total 

Avetase 

Clrmlation. 


Year . 


Large 
Notes. 


Small 
Notes. 


Poet Bins. 


Total 

Average 

Circulauon. 


18SS 
1884 

1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 


L. 

1,827,700 
1,938,200 
1,969,900 
1,602,700 
1.460,300 
1,640,200 
1,616,200 


1,383,600 
1,451,600 
1,677,500 
2,644,200 
1,491,800 
1,668,800 
1,459,300 


L. 

1,859,100 
2,190,800 
2,662,500 
1,768,000 
1,411,300 
1,375,900 
1,362,700 


L. 

6,070,500 
6,579,700 
6,309,300 
4,905,000 
4,363,600 
4,585,000 
4,437,300 


1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 


L. 

1,641,800 
1,488,600 
1,534,400 
1,600,600 
1,608,400 
1,623,400 
1,706,500 


L. 
1,385,100 
1,399,300 
1,619,600 
1,472,300 
1,363,300 
1,249,800 
l,087,4pO 


1,147,700 

1,028,900 
943.400 
862,700 
763,600 
633,200 


L. 

4,074,700 
3,913,000 
4/)83,100 
4,016,500 
3,874,500 
3,636,900 
8329,300 



Bakxs, Joint Stock. — Tncrecue of. — Since the publication of the Sd edition of the 
Dictionary f in 1834, an extraordinary increase has taken place in the number of joint 
stock banks, both in Great Britain and in Ireland. It appears from the official return 
dated the 4th of July, 1833 (Did. p. 99.), that there were then 34 joint stock banks 
established in England and Wales ; but it appears from the subjoined account, which 
comes down to the 5th of January, 1839, that the number of joint stock banks had, in 
the interval, been very nearly trebled, or had increased to 106 ; and it is deserving of 
notice, that a very large proportion of this rapid increase took place during the year 
1836. The progress of the system has been as follows : — 



i 1826 there were 




In 1831 there were 




In 1836 there were 




registered 


- 3 


registered 


- 9 


registered 


. 47 


1827 — 


- 4 


1832 — 


- 7 


1837 — 


- 5 


1828 — 


- 


1833 — 


- 9 


1838 — 


- 1 


1829 — 


- 7 


1834 — 


- 10 






1830 — . 


- 1 


1835 — 


- 9 







We should, however, form a very inadequate idea of the extension of the joint stock 
banking system, if we measured it merely by the increase in the number of banks, as 
stated above. Many of the older banks, and even of those recently established, have 
from 20 to 40 or more branches, or subordinate establishments ; and, as these carry on 
all sorts of banking business, and are frequently very &r removed from the head office, 
and from each other, they should really be regarded as so many separate banks ; so 
that the number of the latter is incomparably greater than, at first sight, it may 
appear to be. 

Proceedings of Joint Stock Banks. — We regret, however, to have to state that the 
solidity of the system seems by no means to correspond with its power of extension. 
The IxEinks seem, speaking generally, to be infinitely more anxious to increase their 
business, than to provide for that security which ought to be the paramount con- 
sideration. Hence the inordinate multiplication of th6ir branches, and hence, also, 
the extent to which many of them have carried the abusive and dangerous practice 
of rediwounting. Nearly four fifths of the joint stock banks issue notes ; and the 
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subjoined account shovirs that their issues, which amounted to 1,783,689/. on the 
27th of September, 1834, amounted to 3,969,121/. on the 24th of September, 1836» 
This, no doubt, is an extraordinary increase, more especially when contrasted with the 
issues of the Bank of England, which were reduced more than a million during the 
same interval ; and must have had a powerful effect in producing that redundancy of 
the currency, and drain upon the Bank for gold, that took place in 1836. We should, 
however, fall into the greatest imaginable error, if we measured the influence of the 
joint stock banks upon the currency by the mere amount of their notes in circulation. 
These really constitute but a very small portion of their obligations. Most of them 
have been in the habit of trading, not on their own capital, or on the deposits made 
with them; but on credit obtained in the metropolis and elsewhere. Instead of 
retaining the bills, and other securities they have discounted, in their cofifera till they 
are paid» many banks have been in the habit of immediately forwarding them to 
London to be rediscounted at a lower rate of interest. This practice has been carried 
to an extent that would not readily be imagined by any one not pretty well acquainted 
with the circumstances. But, though recourse may properly enough be had to assistance 
of this sort on extraordinary occasions, no bank can be justly said to be established on 
sound, or to be conducted on safe principles, that trusts habitually to such accom- 
modation. It is always at the mercy of circumstances over which it has no control, 
and is not really more secure than a house of cards. While pecuniary accommodation 
may be had readily in the metropolis, the system goes on smoothly ; but should prices 
begin to give way, or credit sustain any sort of shock, distrust takes the place of 
confidence, and the usual supplies are no longer to be had. The provincial banks 
being in consequence disabled from making their ordinary .advances to their customers, 
the latter are necessarily involved in difficulties that are frequently as ii^jurious to 
the banks as to themselves. Such has hitherto been the invariable result of the 
abuse of banking, or of the granting of undue facilities for the obtaining of credit ; 
and, instead of being lessened by the formation of joint stock banks, they seem to 
have materially increased the chances of such disasters in future. The circumstances 
connected with the difficulties in which the Northern and Central Bank of England, 
and some other joint stock banks, have been involved, sufficiently illustrate what 
has now been stated; but they are too well known to our readers to require to be 
recapitulated here. 

But there are other, and, if possible, still more suspicious circumstances, connected 
with the existing joint stock banking system. The shares in the greater number of the 
recently fornied and projected banks are very small, few being above 50L ; while others 
are only 25Lt and some not more than 10/., and even 51, 1 Generally, too, it is under- 
stood, or rather it is distinctly set forth in the prospectus, that not more than 5, 10, or 
20 per cent* of these shares is to be called for ; so that an individual who has 208. or 
30«. to spare may become a shareholder in a bank. And, owing to a practice, or rather 
a flagrant abuse, introduced into the management of various banks, by which they make 
large advances or discounts on the credit of the stock held by the shareholders, not a 
few individuals in doubtful, or even desperate circumstances, take shares, in them in the 
view of obtaining loans and bolstering up their credit ! The great danger arising fh>m 
such banks is obvious ; and were one of them to stop payment, it is plain, even though 
the claims on it should be ultimately made good, that they could be so only at the cost, 
and perhaps ruin, of such of its proprietors as had abstained from the abusive practices 
resorted to by others. It may well, indeed, excite astonishment, that any one who 
can really afford to make a bondjide purchase of shares in a bank should be foolhardy 
enough to embark in such concerns. 

Report of Committee of 1836. — A knowledge of the circumstances now stated, and 
of the sort of agency by which certain joint stock banks had been established *, having 
been pretty generally diffused, a secret committee was appointed by the House of Com- 
mons, in 1836, to inquire into the operation of the act 7 Geo. IV. cap. 46., permitting 
the establishment of joint stock banks; and whether it was expedient to make any 
alteration in its provisions. The report of this committee, and portions of the evidence 
taken before it, have since l>een published, and confirm all the conclusions of those who 
had conter ded that the existing system required material amendment. The committee 
state that, — 

«• Subject to the local restrictions imposed for the protection of the privilege of the Bank of England, 
It Is open to any number of persons to form a company for joint stock banking, whether for the purpose 
of deposit, or of issue, or of both. 

••1. The law .imposes on the joint stock banks no preliminary obligation beyond the payment of a 
license duty,-and the registration of the names of shareholders at the Stamp Office. 

*' S. The law does not require that the deed of settlement shall be considered or revised by any com. 



* Fbr instances of this, see Edinburgh Review, No. 128. art. 6.> and the account of the Norwich Bankva 
Hie evidence taken by the Secret Ckuunittce. 

A 4 



[SuJH 



pAtDDl AUt 






Id IQfiOO, CO.nOO, ind 30,000 ih 



p office nrp the names of pcnoiu Aiini? Jtrfr i^YipnvtDn, kI 



Hbu^ the deed of 



I 





— We do 


not, howc 


ver, think 1 


ihalUwouU 




,E for a «c 


ire system 


, of joint 


stock bank 


iug. to md. 


an; rcgulalio 




many of the 


polnia not 


iced by th 


e committci 


: as to which 


the law b eU. 


eM. At present . 


every partner 


inajoitil 


: stock ba. 


Ilk ia liable 


tolbepubtfa 


for the wholo 


: debti of the Gm 


i; and this 




uly gaid l< 


> be the ra-v 


of Ihe syslom 


, and without whii 


ch it would 




liirf evil 


No indlv 


idtal ahouSZ 




merely withdiaw 








get rid of bis liabilitia 




I irilb it. To pr 


Dvent fraud. 


and to et 


^ure due 


caution, th 


ese ousht to 




1 period of three < 


rears at least 


»ftor he hsB publie 


1y withdrawn hi) 'name. 


Tbe public, 


10^, are dearly en 


titled to km 


,w the partners in j 


joint stock 


BSBDciaCiaiu; 


Ihat is, to Ik 


informed who Ih> 


) individuDlB 


are with 


whom th 


ey are deali 


ing, and who 




no effeetiv 




are taken f 


br supplying 


the public ir 


ith this necasary 






uently, of 


properly di 






eslBhliahment am 


a another. 


The net , 


3f 1333 (: 


i & 4 Will. 





directed that an account of the places where they carry on buiiucss, and of the 
names and residences of the partners, should be guarterly transniitted to the Stmnp 
Office. But doubts have been entertained as to the correctness of Iheie returoi, 
and comparatively little use has been, or, indeed, can be, made of them. The aecomita 
of the names and re^idsncea of the proprietors are not publi^ed; but are cardiiUy 
secluded from the public eye in the reposItoTlcs <^ SomerGet House! It IB tiue Ifaat 
these lists may be seen by those who choose to apply at the office, fur a small Sx, am) 
that certified copies may be procured at no great eipense. But few know thM such 
returia exist; and ftwer still have the opjiorlunity, or think of availing tbenuelraa 
of them as sources of infamiatiun. To render them of any real utility, they should bs 
brought under the public eye, by being hung up in the offices of the hBiiks to whidi 
they refer, and periodically published io the newspapers o 
on business. By this means the public would know eiacl 
and would act occordiogly. They would not he deceived, as they are liable to be at 
present, by supposing that, because a bauk has a. number of paitners, some of them 
must be opulent and trustworthy. They would know the precise state of the fectj 
and if it were seen, tVom the quarterly returns, tliat opulent and btelilgent indiTidual* 
were withdrawing from a hank, eyery one would be put on his guard, and would 

naturally conclude that the parties had very sufficient reasi ' 

Thus far publicity may be made eBfectuBl, and would he o' 
Neither is it possible (o allege a single plausible objection 
in no degree, dot in any way with the proceedings of tl 
Io declare who and what they are ; and to this degree of publicity ni 

But ve Im>e great doubts whether it be possible to carry publicity liuiher than this. 
The committee state that " the law dues nut provide for any publication of the liabilitiei 
and assets of these batiks, nor does it euforce the publication of any balance-sheet to 
the proprietors Pt larger" and it bos t>een proposed to compel the periodical pubUcatioB 
of a statement of this sort -. but it is very questionable whether at.j such publieatloa 
would not ba a great deal worse than useless. It is not proposed that oc 
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should be appointed to inspect the accounts of the different banks, and to see that the 
returns are accurate : this would be too inquisitorial, too cumbrous, and too costly a 
plan to be thought of for a moment. There would be nothing for it, in fiKt, but to 
trust entirely to the honour of the parties ! Hence, in all cases in wli^ch a disclosure 
would be rc»illy useful, the publication of an account of assets and liabilities would 
afford the means of deceiving the public, and of representing a bankrupt concern as 
being in a prosperous condition. Supposing, however, that the parties were, in all 
instances, perfectly honest, still the publication of a balance-sheet would be good 
for nothing. Every one knows how sanguine people are in relation to their own 
affairs; and that debts and obligations that other parties would hardly reckon worth 
any thing, are estimated by them as if they were so much bullion. But, independently 
of this, the futility of the thing is obvious. A bank with a capital of lOO/XX)!. 
discounts bills and other obligations to the extent, perhaps, of 300,000^ or 400,000^ ; 
the fact that it has discounted them shows that it believes these bills and obligations 
to be good; and they will, consequently, be reckoned among its assets. But should a 
revulsion take place, or any circumstance occur to shake credit, these bills may not be 
worth l(X),00(y. ; and those who have dealt with the bank, on the hypothesis of its 
having capital and assets more than enough to meet all its obligations, will find, to 
their cost, that it is not possessed of a single shilling, but is, on the contrary, some 
200,000^ or 300,000/. worso than nothing ! 

The committee seem to think that some regulation sliould be enacted, providing that 
a certain portion of its capital should be paid up before a bank begins business. But 
the better way would be to prohibit all advertising of nominal capital. This, in fact, 
is a mere device by which to entrap and delude the public. A bank is announced 
with a capital of 1,000,0002., 2,000,0002., or 3,000,000/. ; and a great number of people, 
perhaps ^e mt^ority, immediately conclude that there can be no risk in dealing with 
an establishment possessed of so great an amount of property. But what is the fact ? 
The capital advertised is nominal merely; not more perhaps than a tenth or a fifth part 
of it has been received into the coffers of the bank, and we have nothing better than the 
statement of the bank proprietors, or their agents, that they will pay up the remainder, if 
necessary; of which necessity they of course are to be the only judges I Practically this 
is neither more nor less than a fraud upon the public; it is a contrivance for making 
10,000/. pass in the public estimation for 100,000/. ; and for procuring the same degree 
of credit to its holders. This, however, is not all. Where is the security that if a 
greater amount of capital were really required it would be forthcoming ? The notion 
that the bulk of the shareholders in many, we are pretty sure we might safely say most, 
of the joint stock banks now in existence could pay up the full amount of their shares, 
is too ludicrous to deserve notice. We might as well call upon a man worth 5L to . 
extinguish a debt of 500/. 

There can be no doubt, therefore, unless it be meant to afiirm that deception and fid- 
lacious statements are indispensable to the success of joint stock banking schemes, that 
all advertising of nonflnal capitals should be put an end to ; and that no association 
should be allowed to represent its capital as exceeding the sum actually paid up by the 
proprietors. But though this would obviate one source of fraud and deception, there 
would still be abundant means of practising on the credulity of the public at the disposal 
of parties inclined to use them. Admit that a bank has a capital of 500,000/. actually 
received into its coflfers, what is to hinder the directors from lending out the whole of this 
sum, or even more, to themselves or to partners in the bank 7 or supposing them not to 
do this, who can tell whether the entire capital, or some considerable part of it, be not 
wholly engulphed in ruinous speculations ? It is indeed alleged, and truly too, that 
this could not happen with any " respectable** bank, that <* gentlemen of charact^ ** 
would not lend themselves to such transactions 1 Unluckily, however, there are no 
decisive marks or tests by which the public can, d priori, say what is or what is not a 
*^ respectable ** bank, or who is, or is not a " gentleman of character ;** and it is not a 
little hazardous in such matters to indulge in speculative remarks. Hence it is that all 
banks are held to be respectable, that is, solvent, till the event prove the contrary; and 
that all gentlemen connected with banks are held to be '* men of character/* paragons in 
fact, of honour, honesty, and even intelligence, till their fraud or ignorance has invcdved 
hundreds or thousands in bankruptcy and ruin. 

We do not state these circumstances in order to raise any prejudice against joint stock 
banks or other associations, for they apply equally to one, or to a small number of indi- 
viduals ; but we state them to show the foUy of placing any reliance on statements as to 
the capital of any bank, or the character of its managers. Such statements may be 
either true or false; but, as the public cannot tell which, they are plainly good -for 
nothing. The only real security is to be found, if it exist at idl, in the names of the 
partners responsible for the debts and obligations of the bank. The number of such 
partners is a very inferior consideration. There caimot) in truth, be a greater error 
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than to suppose that because a bank has a great number of partners, its security may be 
safely depended upon. A single individufd worth 100,000/. is an incomparably better 
security than fifty individuals worth 2,000^ each; and a hundred individuals worth 
1.0002. would hardly be any security at all; at least for a sum of >0,0002. or 20,000/. 
A private bank with »ix, may be a safer place of deposit than a joint stock bank with 
nx hundred partners. Every thing depends upon the avaUdble toeaUh of those responsible 
for the debts of the concern ; and hence the propriety and justice, wiiether the fiirm con- 
sist of one or- of many partners, of publicly declaring and specifying their names. 

We are decidedly hostile to a proposition we have heard mooted, and which seems to 
be countenanced by the committee on joint stock banks, for obliging all banks to estab- 
lish a guarantee fund; tliat is, for obliging them to accumulate & portion of their proJU» 
as a reserve stock. But where is the security that such reserve would be always d&> 
ducted from profits ? The truth is, that bankrupt and fraudulent concerns, and none 
else, would gain by such a regulation ; inasmuch as it would enable them, by appear- 
ing to be prosperous, the better to deceive the public, and to blind them as to the real 
state of their afi&irs. It is a good deal worse than absurd to induce the public to 
depend on guarantees that cannot be enforced, and which, consequently, must be good 
for nothing, ^he knowledge of who the partners are in a bank, and their unlimited 
responsibiUty, are the only securities that, speaking generally, are worth a pinch of 
snuff. If these cannot protect the public from fraud or loss, nothing else will ; and 
the question will come to be, not whether the system should be reformed^ but whether it 
shoidd be abated as an incurable nuisance. On this ground also, we should be disposed 
to dissent from any attempt to prevent, by legislative enactment, the making of loans 
upon the credit of bank stock. We do not question the advantage of such a regu- 
lation, provided it were honestly carried into effect. But it is useless to say that, 
whenever the parties were disposed to defeat such a course, it would be quite inoper- 
ative. * 

We have already noticed the extraordinar)!; multiplication of branch banks all over 
the country ; and it is not very difficult to discover why banks of issue, at least, are so 
very anxious about the establishment of these outworks. They are bound, it seems, by 
the present law to pay their notes ordy at the parent establuhment / so that by issuing 
them at a branch bank, perhaps a hundred miles distant from the heoA bank, the chances 
are ten to one that they will continue for a much longer period in circulation, and that 
they will consequently be able to carry on business with a much less amount of capital, 
than if they were, as they ought to be, obliged to pay their notes at the branches as 
well as at the principal office. It is obvious, indeed, that the convertibility of the 
paper, even of first class banks, into either cash or Bank of England notes, is at present 
exceedingly imperfect ; and that very great facilities are afforded for getting the worst 
class of notes into circulation, and for keeping them afloat, even after their quality may 
be suspected. This defect in the law ought, imdoubtedly, to be amended, by obliging 
all banks that issue notes to pay them indifferently at any of their offices. But we 
incline to think that parliament might go further than this ; and that it should enact 
that no branch be established, whether for the issue of notes, or otherwise, beyond a 
certain distance (say fifty miles) from the head office. 

Several of the points recapitulated by the committee, as to which the law is silent, 
respect the rights and interests of the partners in joint stock banks, in relation to 
each other, and not as between them and the public. But it is always a very difficult 
matter to interfere to dictate the footing on which parties in any undertaking should 
stand among themselves. Much should, in such cases, be left to the judgment of the 
parties ; and public regulations, if enforced at all, should only go to prevent obvious and 
acknowledged abuse ; the parties may, in most cases, be safely left to take care of 
themselves. The protection of the public interest is the paramount consideration ; and 
we do not well know what can be done to effect this, in tiie case, at least, of such banks 
as do not issue notes, other than the making known who their partners are. 

We have elsewhere (2>tc^. p. 81.) said, that if the Bank of England could, with 
safety to herself, pay interest on deposits, as is done by the Scotch banks, it would be of 
the greatest service to the public. The joint stock banks formed, or being formed in the 
city, are undertaking this function, and are offering a &ir rate of interest on deposits. 
If they succeed in tUs, they will confer no slight advantage on the community, and will 
become, as it w^e, so many savings banks for the middle classes, and for the rich as well 
as the poor. But the responsibiUties this system will bring along with it are neither 
few nor smaU. A bank with a numerous body of partners of undoubted wealth and in- 
tegrity that should give 2 per cent, interest on all deposits of 10/. and upwards, how short 
soever the period for which the deposit might remain in the bank, would, there is little 
doubt, speedily have ample funds at its disposal. In quiet and prosperous times, the system 
would work exceedingly well ; and the bank and the public would be vastly well pleased 
with each other. But when the cycle of prosperity has gone by, and the cycle of adver- 
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sity has begun ; when the waters are out and the winds begin to blow ; it is doubtful 
whether either the bank or its depositors may feel quite at ease The foriAer will pro- 
bably raise the rate of interest ; but it is doubtful whether that will have the wished-for 
effect. Should the exchange set against us, and the Bank of £ng]and be forced to nar- 
row her issues, and should bankruptcy and a feeling of insecurity begin to prevail, as 
they have done hitherto on all similar occasions, a run for deposits may, and most pro- 
bably will, be made upon the bank ; and in such a case her situation, however well she may 
have been managed, will be most critical. She will be compelled to dispose of, or pledge 
securities in a market where they may be all birt unsaleable ; and it will be impossible 
for her suddenly to puU up in discounting, without exposing herself to the imminent 
danger of extra loss, by bringing on the stoppage of those who have been accustomed to 
trust to her for loans. 

It will be said, perhaps, that this is all imaginary, and that nothing of the sort ever 
occurs in Scotland 1 But it would really be about as much to the purpose to say that 
nothing of the sort ever occurs in Japan. London is the pivot on which the foreign 
exchanges turn, and when they become depressed, many of the London depositors will 
do what the Scotch depositors never so much as dreamed of; that is, they will demand 
their deposits, convert them into gold, and either send this gold abroad, or get a profit 
from those who wiU. From this source of annoyance and loss the Scotch banks arc per- 
fectly free; and this, by exhausting the resources of the London banks, and subjecting 
the weaker ones to didSculties, occasions discredit, and, in the end, runs or panics. 
Nothing, therdbre, can be more perfectly futile than to contend that, because this S3rstem 
has proved profitable for the Scotch banks, it will also be profitable for the London banks. 
We do not presume to affirm that such will not, and we hope that it may be, the case. 
But it would be rather illogical to affirm, because wheat succeeds remarkably well in 
the vale of Gloucester, that it will succeed equally well on the Welsh mountains. 

The joint stock banks may, if they do not already, endeavour to obviate some of the 
difficulties now stated, by declining to pay interest on deposits unless they lie for a 
certain time, or by stipulating for a certain notice before they are paid. The first con- 
dition would, however, be of little effect in the evil day ; but, either the one condition or 
the other is altogether subversive of what is meant by granting interest on deposits, and 
goes far to make the announcements to that effect little better than a hoax upon the 
public. All, or nearly all, the existing banks, are banks of deposits in this sense of the 
word ; that is, they give interest on deposits of a certain amount, provided they be not 
called for till after the lapse of an agreed-on period, and that the depositors give them no 
farther trouble. But it is doubtful whether money deposited at 2 per cent under such 
conditions, and still more under an engagement to give notice of demand, be as well 
laid out as if it were deposited with the Bank of England, or any other bank of un- 
doubted solidity, at no interest, but payable on demand. Most men of business would, 
we believe, prefer the latter. Nobody, indeed, not wishing to get into difficulties, would 
be disposed to deal with any bank that required notice of demand ; and it is questionable 
whether any such stipulation should be sanctioned by law. 

Suppression of the Notes of Country Banks, — The Conunittee on joint stock banks 
omitted all reference to what is by tai the most prominent evil in our banking system— 
we mean the power conceded to all private and joint stock banks and companies, 
whether with or without property or character, to issue paper money or notes payable 
on demand, without let or hindrance of any sort. We have elsewhere endeavoured 
to show (Dictionary, p. 66.) that parties issuing notes ought, in all cases, to be obliged 
to give security for their issues ; but further experience and reflection have satisfied us 
that this, though a vast improvement on. the existing system, would not be enough, and 
that nothing will suffice short of the abolition of all private notes. Till this be done, or 
till the sole power of issuing paper money be committed to the Bank of England, or to 
some one body, the country will necessarily be exposed to those perpetually recurring 
fluctuations in the quantity and value of money that are productive of the most per- 
nicious consequences, and go far, indeed, to impart to all industrious undertakings a 
sort of gambling character. At present, the currency is supplied by hundreds of indivi- 
duals and bodies, all actuated by different and frequently conflicting views and interests. 
The issues of the Bank of England are generally governed, as those of the empire 
ought to be, by the state of the exchange, or rather by the influx and effiux of bullion — 
increasing when it flows into, and decreasing when it flows out of, the country. But 
the issues of the provincial banks are not legulated by any such standard, but exclusively 
by the state of credit and prices in the district in which they happen to be »tuated. If 
their managers suppose that these are good or improving, they rarely he^tate about 
making additional issues. Hence, when the state of the exchange, and the demand on 
the Bank of England for bullion, show that the currency is redundant, and should be 
contracted, the efforts of the Bank to effect its diminution are of%en impeded, and met 
by a contrary action on the part of the country banks. ITiis, viv iasX, '««& N«t^ ^»- 
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morbabl; the esae in 1896. The ciceKtive muItiplicHlian of joint stock 1 
gnat additions the; made to the amount of notes nfliBi^ and the still greHter additioru 
they made to the number of bills, checks snd other subititules for mone, . 
redundnncy of the cun-ency, a &I1 of the eichanee, and a drain upon the Book far gold. 
But while the Bank of England waa narrowing her issues by supplying the eiportersof 
bullion with gold in cichango for notes, Ihe eonnlry bonks went on increBMng tbair 
issues ! Wtiat the former did, by oontmcting, on the one hand, tlie latter more than 
undid, by letting out on the other. The tncuum created by tbe withdrawal of Bank 
of England paper was immedialal)' filled up, and made to overflow, by the issue of a 
more than equal amount of provincial paper ; ao that, had it not been for the rise in the 
rate of interest, and the other repretoive measures adopted by the Bank, tlie probability 

her last siipenee, without, in any degree, affecting the eichangel But this Is not alL 
Not only do Che country banks almost universally increase their issues when they ought 
to be diminished, but the moment they are compelled to Bet about their reduction, they 
run headlong into the opposite eitreme, Thu cry of sance ^i' peer then becomes alt 
but universal; and, provided they succeed in securbig themselves, little attention is 
usually paid to the interoats of those they have taught to look to them for help. 

But it is unnecessary to go hack, even so far as 1836,- for conclusive proofs that the 
issues of private banks are not governed by any principle other than the supposed inte- 
rests of the parties. We have already seen that the Bank of England did Dot contract 
her issues so vigorously or systematically as she should have done when the supply of 
bullion in ber collars began to be reduced lowards the end of 1838. Still, bowcTer, she 
did reduce her issues. During the quarter ending the 18th of September, 1838. the 
issues of the Bank of England amounted Co 19,655,000!. ; and they were progrcssvely 
reduced till in the quartet ending the 30th of June, 1839, thej amounted to 18,101,0001, 
being a reduction of about Ij million. The reduction was also accompanied by a rapid 
diminution of tlie bullion in the Bank's coffers, by a rise in Che rate of inCerest, and by 
great apprehensions in all moderately well-infonned quarters as to what might be the 

this period? Did they make any reduction of their issues, or did they so much as ab- 
stain from increasing them? No such thing I on the contrary, their issues, which 
amounted to tl,364,963l. at an avemgo of the quarter ending Ihe 29tli of September, 
1838, rose to 12,275,818(. during the quarter ending the SSth of June, 1839, being an 
increase of about one million during tbe very period in which the Bank of England had 
reduced her issues 1} millions I And but for the increasing difficulty of obtaining pecti- 
niary accommodation in London, and the rise in the rate of interest, they would, no 
doubt, have gone on increasing their issues though the bank had been drained of bet last 

We do not, however, blame the joint-stock and private banks for this : the govon. 
menl and legislature are the real onlpriis. What can be expeoled from a aystent 
which permits vvery cobbler and cheesemonger, and every association, how bankrupt 
soever in fortune and character, to usurp Ihe royal prerogative, and issue paper money 
at pleasure ? But though all private bankers, and all managers of joinl-stock banking 
companies, were patterns of honesty and intelligence, the result would not be materially 
different. The evil lies far more in the oumlier than in the cliaraoter of the issuers^ 
When bullion is leaving tbe country, and the Bank of England is narrowing her issuei 
and raising the rate of interest, many, perhaps we might say the majority, of the conntry 
bankers see that danger is abroad, and that they should also contract their issues ; but 
being a very numerous body, comprising the mnnagers of aevtral hundred establi^mcnti 
' " of the kingdom, jsaluus of each other, 
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upon any other port of tl 

redundtuit, and there were s drain upon the Bank fiir gold, tJ 

other description oF paper to come into the place of ^t brought to the Bank to be 

exchanged for gold, the cutreucy would be in so br contracted, and tlie drain ebecked, 

vitboul the reduction being cnrried beyond the required limit. Bui at present the 

efforts of the Bonk, or rather of the public, who carry notea to her for payment, to effect 

a contraction of the currency, are, in the first instance, invariably counteracted by the 

countiy banks ; and when the latter, in consequence <of Che increaiiog difficulty of 

obtaining pecuniary accommodation in London are, in the end, obliged to pull up, the 

TulsioD of this sort seldom occurs without destroying some of the pnnlncial banks ; and 
the alarm, or, it may be pauic, that is in consequence apt to be produced, may be Tery 
injurioui to the best eatdilished and best managed banks, and eien to Che Bank of 
England herself. In Gut, we have no ides that it will be possible for the latter and 
the country banks to go on together on their present footing. As matCers now stand, 
the Bank of England may be tnought at any time into the greaCesC jeopardy by the 
proceedings of parties aver whom she has no sort of control. The over issue ot Ibe 
provincial banks, by deprcs»ng the exchange, drains the Bank of goldi and then their 
discredit, and. perhaps, failure, may, by exciting a panic, bring her to ■ stand stilt t 
Provided banks of deposit be established on sound principles, there camwt be too 
many of them. But it i? quite otherwise with banks of issue. Tlie more tbey are 

in prices, credit, and so forth. Had Che Bank of England been the sole isstjer of paper, 
the crash of 1825-36, and the difficulties of 1S36-3T, never wwild have been heard of 
They grew entirely out of the competition and proceedings of the provincial banks, 
and were in no degree whatever aacrihablc to any thing else, domestic or foreign. 

Primti Banki. — It may be thought, perhaps, that the unprecedented increase in the 
number of Joint stock banks wilt have been productive of a corresponding decline in 
the number of private banks, or of those having ni partners or under j but such has 
not been the case. The latter, on doubt, have decreased, some having been abandoned, 
while others have t>een converted into Joint stock hanks, but not to the eitenC Chat 
might bare been anticipated. In 1833, 593 licences were granted (o private banks; 
in 1834, sm, in 1835, 5V9, and in 1836 down to the ISCh oFJune, S59 licences bad 
been granted. The issues of the priiate tianks are seen in table, No. II. 
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BAHn(AHE^ciH). — TheBjrtem of buikinf; in America bu recently atlncted ■ 
great deal of atteation in this country ; and it certunly deserrea to be car^iilly itudied 
and meditaied, were it only for the incoatestible eridence which it «ffortIa that, how 
flourishing soever in other respects, a countiy cursed with a viojoiu banking Eystem may 
be every now and then invotf ed in the greatest difficulties, nnd reduced almost to a state 
of bankruptcy. Considering the peculiarly laTourable circumstances under which the 
United Sutes ore placed, the boundless eitent of their fertile and nnoccupied lands, 
the lightness of their public burdens, and the intelligence, enterprise^ and ecoaomy of 
the people, it might be presumed that distress and bankruptcy would be all but unknown 
in the Union, and that she would be exempted from those rerulsions which so aeriouslj 
afRct less fjvouratily siluAted communities. But the Tery rererse of all this ia the 
fact! discredit and bankruptcy are incomparably more preralent in America than io 
any European country ; and all sorts of industrious undertakings and monled fortunes 
are infinitely more secure in Russia, and eren in Turkey, than in the United States! 
This anomalous and apparently ineiplicable state of things is entirely a consequence of 
the American banking system, which seems to combine within itself ererythlng that can 
make it an engine of unmixed evil. Bad a committee of clever men been lelecled 
to devise meant by which the public inlghl be tempted to engage in all manner of 
absurd prajeets, and be most easily duped and swindled, we do not know that they 
could have hit upou anything half so likely to effect their object as the eiisting American 
banking ajstem. It has no one redeeming quality about it, but is from be^nning to 
end a compound of quackery and imposture. Our own banking system ia bad 
enough certainly ; but it la as superior to the American as can well be imagined. 
A radical reform of the latter, or, if that cannot be efFbcted, its entire suppression, would 
be the greateat boon that can be conferred on the Union ; and would be no slight 
advantage to every nation with which the Americans have any intercourse. 

The American banks are alt jotn(.atock asaociaCions. But instead of the partnen being 
liable, as in England, for the whole amount of the debts of the banks, they are in general 
liable only for the aiqount of their shares, or far some filed multiple thereof. It is 
needless to dwell on the temptation to commit fraud held out by this system, which has 
tiot a single ,countervvling advantage to recommend it The worthiessueas <^the plan 
on which the banks are founded waa evinced by the fact that, between 1811 and the 
lat of May, 1830, no fewer than a hundred uid sixty-live bonks became altogether 
bankrupt, many of them paying only an indgnificant dividend; and this eiclusve of a 
much greater number that stopped for a while, and afterwards resumed payments. The 
wide-spread mischief resulting trora such a state of things led to the devising of 
various complicated schemes for insuring the atability and prudent management of 
banks; but, aa they all involve regulations which it is impossible to enforce, they are 
pracUcally worse than useless. In Mosaachusetts, for example, it is provided that no 
bank for the iasue of notes can go into operation in any way until at least half its 
capital stock be paid in gold and aitver into the bank, and be actually existing in itr 
MiHers, and seen In them by inspectors appointed for that purpose { and the cashier of 
every bank is bound to make apectiic reiurna once a year of Its debts and assets, on 
being ceqiUred to do ao by the secretary of state. But our readers need hardly be told 
that these elaborately contrived regulatlona are really good f^r nothing;, unless it be tO 
aSbrd an easy mode of cheating and defrauding the public Instances have occurred of 
banks having borrowed an amount of dollars equal to half their capital for a tingU dag, 
knd of lucb dollars having been examined by the inspectors appiunted for thM ^inv™^ 
and KDiirted by them, and sworn by ■ m^oritir «f Uw du«eUii&, W> \» ^.^le ftnft. vw*ir 
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t liaa recently occurred, to 
in^t further upon the gross and. glaring dcf<:cts of American banking. Perhaps no 
instance is to be found in the history of commerce of such a vanton over-issue of paper 
as took ■plate in the United States in 1835 and las'!. The result was such as everynuui 
of ai^fK must have anticipated. I'he revulsion to which it necessarily led, after produc- 
ing B trightfiil eitent of Tiankruptcj and suffering in oil parts of ihe Union, compelled, 
in May, 1837, every bank within the States, without, we believe, a single eiception, to 
suspend payments 1 In 1838, such of them as were not entirely swept oIT resumed 
specie payraenUj and in 1S39, by far the lai^er number rf them, with the bank of the 
United States at their head, again suspended payments I 

The United States bank IB not merely, however, unable from temporary embarrassmenti 
to pay its notes in specie i it is entangled In more serious diSicultics, and is believed by 
many to be substantially inaolvent. If it be really in this predicament, it is what we did 
not anticipate. It was originally incorporated by Congress in 1816 for 20 years, and 
had a paid-up capital of 35.000,000 dollar^ or of more than lentn miSioni sterling. 
The question whether the charter should be renewed was debated with eitraordinary 
vehemence in all ports of the Union, The late president. General Jackson, was violently 
opposed to the re-incorporation of the bank ; and rejected a bill for that purpose that hod 
been approved by both the other hranchesof the legislature. Ultimately, however, a ma- 
jority of Congress came round to General Jackson's views, and the charier was definitively 
refused. The bonk ailcrwards succeeded in obtaining a charter from the state of Pennsyl- 
vania. This, however, merely enables it to carry on business in that state, but it has since 
obtained leave from some of the other states Id ebtablish branches within their ilmita. 

The embarrassmenti! in whieh this institution has been involved are ticlieyed to havfl 
been mainly caused by Ihe improvidence with which it has made advances on state stocky 
the stocks of public companies, and such like securities. The eitreme ^ility with 
which money, or rather what was called money, might be borrowed from the different 
banking establishments in America, in 1S35 and 1836, created quite a mania for all 
sorts of joint stock and other speculative projects, such as banks, canals, railways. See. g 
and this rage has been still farther promoted by ihe difTerent state governments embark- 
ing deeply in the same sort of projects, and borrowing largely to carry them on. (See 
Funds, AHEHiciN. in this Supp.) The bank of the United Stales is believed to have 

1 891; and 1 637, this bank and every other institution in the Union that hud any stock of 
any kind to dispose of, sent it over to England, where the temptation of abigh rate of in- 
terest made vast quantities be sold in 18^7 and 1838. But notwithstanding Ihejiroverbial 
gullibility of John Bull, and his determination to confide in every thing of which be 
knows little or nothing, the market here was beginniDg to be overfboded uith American 
securities, and the collision that took place in Maine, in March 1839, put B complete stop 
to their further sale. 'I'he agent of the U. States' Bank is understood, when this occurrence 
took place, to have had a very large amount of such securities on his hands ; and he lias 
since had the greatest difficulty in raising money upon them eicepi at a great turiflce. 

The bank of the United Suites is also believed to have been materially iiijureit by the 
advances she made to the holders of cotton. It has been alleged, too, that these 
advances were made, not so much in the view of supporting credit in America as of 
procuring consignments fiir a particular house in Ijveipool. But it is hardly possible 
to suppow that such should have been the case or that an institution with 7,000,000^ 
of capital should have been perverted from its legitimate puipose, and brought into 
jeopardy for so paltry and disgraceful an object 

Since Ihe stoppage of the U. States' Bank the following statement has appeared : — 
Stalfnuxi of tie 4ffbiri qf Ac Ban/r <if Ihe UnUrd Slala in Penxt^axia, Oct. 1. 11(39. 
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Om Irritatebankt - * «.906,tO7 

Ditto, itate tank agenciM 7 4>76,743 

R««l^tate - - . 878,670 

Buskiiig hooMS . . 416,003 

Deficieno« • . . 548 

MOm mm, hrt* nary affent, Novfolk ' 40*144 

NoCM or the buk of the U. SMtet and branches 8,13S,J»X 

Blttok ttatm banks • . S,196,ril3 

BmcM ... I i) 15,873 

Boilos and finandal f i|iiiiwsi • 178,891 

ContlufieBt ittlctcsl . . 83,598 

Total . 94,448,768 
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PoRiKn cschann . . 748^1 
Dm to bulk orOMU. States and branchaa 15,808,406 
state banks - . 1,853,640 



^ ^^ - 836,749 

dciMwits . . . 8,883/110 

TiwMnrerflrtheltaMedStatas • 11,837 

Total . 9«,448,76t 

J.C^CasUsr. 
Bank of the United States, Oct. ft« 1830. 



^ But ibis account, like all others of the same kind, is absolutely worthless. It comma- 
nicates no information, or none that can be depended upon, as to the real state of the 
hank. Who knows any thing of the value of the bills for 1 1,318,469 dollars, discounted 
on ** private security ** ? or of those for the 17,926,022 dollars discounted on ** other se* 
curity ** ? They may be, and, no doubt, will be said to be as good as cash I But who 
attaches any value to an unexamined balance sheet, put forth by an individual or asso- 
ciation that has stopped payment ? The rendering of such accounts is, in fiict, nothing 
better than a mere force. 

If the bank of the United States be really insolvent and unable to meet its engage- 
ments, a question will most likely arise as to the liability of the holders of bank stock 
resident in this country to make good its engagements. Will the charter protect them, 
or will it not ? This is a question which, we believe, has not hitherto been mooted, but 
no doubt it will soon force itself on the public attention. We do not know how the 
existing law may be interpreted ; but if they are to be protected, the sooner it is 
changed the better. Had the United States* Bank not opened an agency here, the ^m^ w 
would have been different : but having opened an office, and transited a large amount 
of business in London, it has become to ail intents and purposes an English esta- 
blishment ; and the partners belonging to it in England must, one should think, be 
amenable to Englbh law, and not to the law of Pennsylvania. If this be not the 
case, it will necessarily follow that any institution, though consisting wholly of Englishi- 
men, that obtained a charter from any foreign state, even though it were not generally 
known that it was chartered, as the foreign law might not require this to be divulged, 
might open places of business in London and Liverpool, and, after getting some 
hundreds of thousands of pounds into debt, might suspend payments, and laugh at the 
credulous dupes they had reduced to beggary and ruin. It would be, no doubt, stre- 
nuously affirmed of such an institution, Jiat it had a paid-up capital amounting^ 
perhaps, to several millions sterling ; that it was a ** highly respectable ** association, and 
conducted by gentlemen of the ** highest character : *' probably, too, a balance sheet would be 
occasionally put forth " demonstrating" its flourishing situation ; and a portion of the press 
would not fijl to direct the particular attention of its readers to the ** a<hnirable principle** 
on which it was founded, and the " ability ** of its managers 1 John Bull must change very 
much, indeed, if these representations, combined with the advantageous terms that would 
very probably be offisred to those dealing with it in the first instance, did not procure for 
it a considerable amount of credit. But in the end, it woul4> most likely, turn out that no 
one knew whether it ever had any paid-up capital. And, supposing it had« what is to 
hinder the partners or managers from dividing it wholly amongst themselves? The le- 
gislature of England has wisely refused to allow of partnerships (except in extraordinary 
cases) being instituted here with limited responsibility ; being well convinced that, despite 
every possible pre^jaution, they would be sure, in many instances, to be perverted to the 
basest purposes. And is it to be endured that foreigners should acquire privil^es in this 
coimtry denied to natives? or that foreign governments should have power to organise 
and establish institutions amongst us on a principle which parliament justly regards as 
most objectionable ? If the law of England authorise this, it is most certainly high 
time that it were amended, and that a check were given to what must otherwise be by 
for the safest and most profitable species of swindling. But we do not believe that such 
can be the law. Britbh subjects who embark their capital in foreign trading associations 
may, in so far as respects their mterest in them, be amenable only to the foreign law, 
provided the associations to which they belong restrict their operations to foreign coun- 
tries. But should these associations send agents here, and open offices and carry on business 
within the United Kingdom, the case is altogether different : the legislature of Penn- 
sylvania may be omnipotent at home, but it is impotent in England ; it may, if it choose, 
institute trading companies, with limited responsibility, or with no responsibility at all ; 
but if these be joined by Englishmen, make. England the scene of their operations, and 
issue their balance sheets in the city of London, what are they in practice but English 
companies ? And such of our countrymen as have embarked in them would seeiQ to 
have but slender grounds of complaint, should they be taught that they are responsible 
to our law ; that the law of a foreign country cannot protect them ; and that they will 
be made liable, in the event of the concern becoming bankrupt, to the utmost sliillin^ 
of their fortunes for its liabilities to British subjects. 
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Owing to tbo prinlege clsimed b; tiie diOferent ttatei, rai exereued witbout Intn- 
rupdoD tram the BevolutiiHi downwards, it ii, we teit, imposnble to effect the 
luppreaion of local paper in America, or to eatablish a paper currencj' which ibould at 
all liiiio Tary in amount and value, as if it were metallic But the nates have it in 
their power to do that which is neil best : thcf may compel all banka which issue note* 
to give security for their issuen. Thisi though it would not prevent 'defitmctive oacil- 
latioos in the smounc and value of the currency, would, at all eventa, prevent thosa 
ruinous and ever- recurring stoppages and bankruptcies of the issuers of paper-money, 
that reader the Amertcau banking syslem one of the severest scourges to vhich any 
people was ever lubjected. Conrniun sense and eipetience alike demonstrate the 
inefficacy of all the regulations enacted by the American legislature to prevent the 
abuse of banking. It is In vuu for them to lay it down that the issues shall never 
exceed a eertain proportion of the capital of the bank, and so forth. Such regulations 
■re all very well, provided the banks choose to respect tbem ; but there are no dieana 
whatever of insuriug their observance ) sjid their only effect is to make the public look 
for protection and security to what is altogether impotent and worthless Ba ftny good 
purpose. The suppresfilon of local issues is indispensable in order to make a paper 
currency what it ought to be. If, however, this be impossible in America, there ia 
nothing left but to take security IVDni the issuers of notes. All schemes for the iro- 
pravement of tanks, by making regulations as to the proportion of their issues, and 
advances to their bullion, capital, &c,, arc downright delusion and quackery. 
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or disposed of to any other person : such declaration to be subscribed before the British 
consul, &C. — ( § 2. ) 

BOOK& — We are glad to have to announce that, during th^ course of 18S6, the 
taxes affecting books were yery materially diminished, — 1st, by the duties on paper 
having been reduced a hal^ or from Sd. per lb. to 1^ ; and, 2d, by its having been 
enacted that fit>t only instead of eleven copies of new works were in future to be fbr- 
nishedy at the expense of authors and publishers, to public libraries.— (6 & 7 WUL 4. 
cap. 1 10.) These important reductions have been of the greatest service to the interests 
of literature, and contribute, in no slight degree, both to lessen the risk of publication* 
and to reduce the cost and price of books. It is to be hoped that, at no di^ant period, 
the remainder of the paper duty and the advertisement ^uty may both be repealed. 
However reduced, all duties on books are liable to the fundamental ofagection (see DieL 
p. 144.) of being imposed on articles that may not, and, indeed, very frequently do not, 
sell ; and, when such is the case, the duties have to be either partially or wholly paid 
out of the capital of the authors or publishers. The advertisement duty is still very 
heavy, and it is, at the same time, most unfair. What, in feet, can be more subverrive 
of every principle of justice, than to impose the same duty on the announcement of the 
publication of a sixpenny pamphlet as on that of the sale of an estate worth 100,0002.? 
Luckily, this duty may be relinqubhed without any sensible sacrifice. The total gross 
produce of the advertisement duty, in 1837, amounted only to the trifling sum of 
1 10,619/. ; and, as its repeal would be of as much service to commerce as to literature, 
it cannot, surely, be permitted to exist much longer. 

CompensatiOh is made by the public to the six public libraries that have abandoned 
their claims to copies of each new work. The advocates* library of Edinburgh still 
retains its privilege of receiving a copy ; but it is not easy to see why it should be en- 
titled to any such distinction. It is essentially a private insiUuiion, from which the 
public is carefully excluded ; and there neither is nor can be any good reason why an 
author should be obliged to present it with a copy of his works. 

The following statement may be substituted for that given in the Diet, p. 143. It 
is derived from the same source, and shows the preaent cost of printing and publishing 
an octavo volume of about 500 pages, — the paper such as this, with the ordinary 
quantity of matter on .the page, — when 500, 750, and 1,000 copies are printed. It 
Airther shows what portion of tihe cost consists of duty, and the profits of the author and 
publisher on eacE edition, supposing the volume to be sold by retail at 12«. .a copy« 
and the entire edition to be sold otL A similar statement is subjoined for a pAmphlet 
of 80 pages. 



Printing and correctioiu 

Paper 

Boardini 



Five Hundred Copiet, 



Advertiung 



6 copies to public libraries. 
14 copies to author, &c. 

481 copies for sale at 8«. (kl. 
Deduct cost « - 

For profit to author and publisher, coramissloD, and in> 7 
terest on capital, wA«n a// are M^ . .3 

„ . . Seven Hundred and FifUi Copiea. 

Printing and corrections 

Paper - - . . • 

Boarding .... 

AdTertising . . • • 



5 copies to public libraries. 
14 copies to author, &'c. 

731 copies for sale at 8«. M. - . 

Deduct cost ... 

For profit to author and publisher, commission, and in- \ 
terest on capital, uiA^n a// «o/tf . -J 



Printing and corrections 
Paper 
Boarding 
Adrertismg • 



One Tkouiand Copiet, 







Total GotC 


Wtaaraof 






£ «. 


d. 


£ 9. 


d. 




. 


88 18 











• 


„ 


82 





4 6 







« 


10 





16 


6 


• 


» 


40 





10 







170 18 





16 1 


6 


£ $. 


<f. 










90S 8 


6 










170 18 





95 6 











31 10 


6 




• 


k ■ 


„ 


48 





6 9 







« 


16 





1 S 


8 


% 




fiO 





12 10 







»8 6 





SO S 


3 


£ $. 


d. 










307 12 


7 










208 6 





102 14 











99 6 


7 






. 


. 


64 





8 IS 







. 


20 





1 11 





. 




eo 





16 


■U 




246 U 





86 S 


Ti 



Swpw] 



BOTTLES (STONE> 



«r 



TMalCMt. 


Wherm^Drntg. 


5 copies to public librariat. 
14 copies to'author, ftc. 

J8 i. d, 

9B1 copies for sale at 8«. 5A - • • 412 16 9 

Deduct cost- • . ..946 14 


14 14 
6 6 
6 
13 6 

10 




13 5 

3 10 


For profit to author and publisher, commlsaloo, and in- 1 tea « a 
Utnttim capital, when ah told - , j 166 3 9 


Extra oMrractlons and alterations * * • . 
Paper * . • 

Stitching - • • • • . 
Adyertinng (say) • . • . . 

25 copies for author and public libraries. 

S s. d. 

476 copiei for sale,~at 25 for 2<. 14s . . . 51 6 

Deduct cost - . - . 35 U 6 


85 11 6 


S 3 6 


For profit to author and publisher. Interest, &ciuA«n a// arvfojtf 15 14 6 



Importation of Books, ^ Under the late law, such books as might be imported were acU 
mitt^ proyided they were of editions printed in or since the year 1801, on payment of 
a duty of 52. a cwt ; but tliis duty has been reduced to 2/. 10s. a cwt, with the additional 
proviso, that the books, besides being printed in or since 1801, are in foreign living lan^ 
guagea. — (4 & 5 WilL 4. c. 89. §15.) This condition was inserted principally to obviate 
the risk of dictionaries, or the class-books used in schools, being supplied from the Con* 
tinent ; the booksellers contending that the 22. 10s. a cwt. of duty was insufficient to 
balance the influence ot the paper duty, and the peculiar burdens incidmt to the getting 
up of books in this country. It has been alleged, indeed, that it will not effect its pur* 
pose ; because, as is contended, both Latin and Greek are living languages ; the fbrmer 
being qpoken in certaui parts of Hungary and Poland, and the latter in Greece 1 But 
the intention of the legislature is too obvious to admit of its being defeated by any quib* 
bling of the sort now mentioned. By a living language is meant a language spoken by 
a nation or people, and not by a few learned individuals ; and the dialect of the modem 
Greeks is abundantly different from that of their ancestors. The duty of 1/. a cwt on 
foreign books printed prior to 1801 ought to be repealed : it throws obstructions in the 
way of their importation, while it is quite unproductive of revenue. 

SmuKiHag <jf EngUik Bookafrcm abroad. -'Vert considerable loss is sustained by literary men and 
booksaran, by the clandestine importation of English works printed abroad, of which the copyright has 
not expired. There is hardlv, in fiMst, one of our popular authors, copies of whose works, printed in 
France ot America, may not be readily procured in London ; and, as those by whom they are printed have 
neither copyright nor paper duty to pay, they are able materially to undersell the nutive article. It is 
surdy unneoessary -to say, that every practicable eflfbrt shoukl be made to hinder such an invasion of pri- 
vate property ; and in this view we beg to suggest, that the permission given to persons coming nam 
abroad to bring with them single copies of all prohiijited works should be withdrawn. It opens a door 
for smuggling and ftaud ; and there is neither sense nor justice in allowing any indiridual to invade the 
rights of another, merdy because he has been across the Channel A specific penalty, recoverable by a 
summary process, ought also to be imposed on every individual oflfbring such books for sale. This would 
be much more eirectual in preventing such practices than the existing law. — iSee Dkt. p. 141.) 

BOTTLES (STONE) In 1 812, a duty of 2«. ^d, a cwt, increased in 1817 to 5«., 

was imposed upon stone bottles. The average nett produce of this duty has not recently- 
exceeded S,5q6l a year. But, to collect tb^ insignificant sum, the manufacture had to 
be placed under the surveillance of the excise, and those engaged in it subjected to various 
troublesome and vexatious regulations. The duty did not extend to Ireland, so that a 
drawback had to be granted on bottles exported to that country, and a countervailing 
duty charged on those imported from it. Thia unproductive and troublesome duty was 
imposed at the instance of the glass bottle manufacturers, who contended that, if stone 
bottles were exempted from duties, they would be used instead of glass bottles, to the 
injury of those engaged in manufacturing the latter. But the purposes to which stone 
bottles and glass bottles are applied are so very different, that it would require a much 
greater reduction of the price of the former, dian could possibly be occasioned by the 
abolition of the duty, to make them be substituted, to any extent worth mentioning, in 
the place of the latter. These views were ably enforced hj the Commissioners of Excise 
Inquiry ; and, having been adopted by government, the duty has been abolished. — 
^4&5 WiE, 4. c. 77.; see also Fifth Report bg Commiasionera of Excise Inquiry,) 

It is to be hoped that the duty on glau bottles may. also, be speedily put an end to. It produces about 
110,00Q<. a year. We noticed (Diet. p. 1256.) the propriety of enacting and enfoicing some regukitions as 
to the sise of bottles. The bottle is, in fhct, a very important measure ; a great deal of wine and other 
lifiMn being sold by the doaen. But there is, at this moment, the greatest discrepancy in the site ^ 



28 



CALCUTTA. 



[Supp. 



bottles ; aiid it appears to us that It would be highly expedient, in order to obviate the numerous frauda 
arisins from this source, to enact that all bottles be made to contain not less than a certain S{>ecified 
quantity, and to place them under the acts relating to weights and measures. 

CALCUTTA. 

An Account showing the Total Amount of the Import and Export Trade of Calcutta In 1636^ and 
1837 •SS ; showing also the Amount of (he Trade with each country, and the proportion percent, which 
the Trade with each Country bears to the total Altaount of thto Trade. (Beifs Review of the Commerce 
qf Bengal for \Ba6-Sla7td Vim -a».) . . . ^ 
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1836^7. 


1837^8. 
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Internal Transit Duties, ~^ A very great improvement has recently been efTected 
in the domestic economy of our Indian empire, by the abolition of the duties on 
the transit of goods irom one part of the country to another.* These duties have 
existed in India from a very remote period; and, by obstructing the intercourse 
between its different districts, have been singularly pernicious. After the East India 
Company began to acquire a footing in India, they availed themselves of a &vourabte 
opportunity to procure an exemption from the transit-duties in favour of their own trade ; 
^ the goods which they imported being allowed to pass into the interior, and those which 
they purchased for exportation in the interior being allowed to pass to the sea, without 
either stoppage or duties.** (MUTs India, 8vo ed., vol iii. p. 289. ) They were not, how- 
ever, long permitted to monopolise this privilege. Immediately after the victories of 
Clive had raised the company to tbe*sitiiation of a great territoriaJ power, their servants 
engaged largely in the inland trade, and endeavoured, partly by fraud and partly by 
force, to extend to their own goods the exemption from transit duties established in fa- 
vour of those belonging to the company. Every reader of Indian history is aware of 
the multiplied abuses and disturbances that grew out of this attempt of the company's 
servants to release themselves from duties and charges that pressed with grinding severity 



" * This important measure was preceded, and, we believe, principally brought about, by the publication 
of an elaborate and very valuable report on the inland customs of Bengal, by Mr. Trevelyan, one of the 
Secretaries to Government We avail ourselves of this opportunity to state, that the most ample details 
•a to the foreign trade of Bengal are embodied in the Comparative^ Reviews thereof, published annually 
bv Mr. Bell, of the customs' establishment at Calcutta. They contain a greater fUnd of information, com. 
bined with sound remarks, tban arc to be met with respecting the trade of any other emporium with wbicli 
we are acquainted. • . ■• 
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on the natNes, and, b; consequence, to engron (for ni'ch was their object) the whole 
internal tnde of the country. The compan; endeiiToured to obiiate the evil by aliicily 
fbrbidding iU Krrants from engaging in inurnul traffic But its orden to this effect 
were long ratliei lotally diaregarded, or but very imperfectly obeyed. At length, In 
1T88, Lord CurnwiUis adopted the decisive and Judicious measure of abolishing the 
duties. They were, however, agaJu renewed in 1801. Tbe exclusion of Englishmen 
from all par^pation in tbe interior traffic of the country haiing been gradually carried 
jjito complete eSbcl lor a lengthened period, they were less alive tban tbey would other- 
wise haie been to the injurious influence of the duties, so Iliat their re-establishment met 
with comparatively little opposition. In 1810a new tariiFwas introduced, by which the 
duties " were frightfully augmented ; " and they have continued from that epoch down 
to their recent abolition seriously to obstruct all sortsof internal traffic, and to oppose 
tbe most fbrmidable obaiacle to the improvement of the country. 

Had tbe inland transit dutivs been produotiie of a large amount of revenue, that would 
have been some set-off against the enormoua evils of which they hate been praduetiTc. 
But such has not been (he case. The eipenses of collection, and the interruption of com- 
munication, have been so very great, that the nett produce of tbe inland transit duties 
has been quite inmguificant { so much so that, according to Mr, Trevelyan, it has not 
exceeded, in the extensive province of Bengal, tha miserable pittance of 37,5001, a 
year. (Report, p. 143} We Bee no reason to doubt the accuracy of this statement; 
and, assuming it to be correct, we are warranted in affirming that there is not another 
instance to be found, in the history of taxation, of a Mi so fruitllil of mischievoua 
results, and so barren of revenue. 

Town I>t4n, ^ These were charged oo the principal utLdes cf eusuinption in S3 of the chief towns 
oTBa^wL Hie; were in inanr iHpccU dinllar to Ihe octrM la Fraacei and, thgn^ not nearly bd 
iojurtiuH as the Lntenul trsuill dulie*. were productlTs ormudi lnciiannienie We are tbd, bownar, 
to have tn Male thai Ibey. u mil u the Iniitit duties, Iiaie isoenlly bam aboliiliedi and that the inter- 
uiitradeofBennlia now as free, in so far, at leuL u itilulorjr r<(ul>iiiiiu cu make U, as Die IdIbru] 
' — '-Df Baglsnit This emucipitiiin sill undoubtedly be productive of Ihe moit teulleial results, — 
n," says Mr. fid), " the transll dutla thall han been ■)iolUbe<l, as impolH wlil be ilnu Id eraTj 
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CIVITA VECCIIIA, a rartified eet-pon town oT the piipiil dominioiu, on tba ' 
■ lflL4a°4'38" N„!on, ll''44'52".E. Fopuliitioii 7,000. 
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COAI We sre glad to hare to itate, tbat tlie dutj on coal enpocted in English 

■liips ia repealed ; and that the duty on all descriptiuns of coal exported in Ibreign Sbif. 
is reduced to 4i. a ton. The incrcised oportatiun af coal this laensure bus occaaioaed^ 
cannot fail of being highly advantageous. Ships, tbat might othenriec hare bad to ga'i 
out io ballast, have now an opportunity of taking with tlietn wliat may prove a profit- 
able cargo, at the same lime llial the cost of coEveyiiig the mineral abroad operiws as 
a premium in fiivour of our own manuiaciures. The feet, " " ■ ■ - ■ 

Wales alone, a stipply of coal sufficient to meet the pr^teJi 

more thim 2,CXX) yean, shawetbc futility of imagining that tiie mcaaure i:an u« utjurwua, 
by its hastening the exhaustion of the mines. 

COFFEE. —We pointed out (Diet. p. 543.) tha injustiee and impolicy of charging 
Sd-per lb. mote on the coffee of our Eastern dom" " ' . .- . 

nimption, than oli that imported from 

been put an end to ; the 5 and 6 Will. 4. c 66. having ennctcd that coflee, the produca 
of Biitiali possaisions within (he limits of the East India Company's charter and of 
givrra Leone, shall poy, when entered for home consumption, a dulv of CiJ. per lb. 
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COINS. —1. AuBiciM Eaoli. This, wbicb, with id subdivisions, is llie only 
American gold coin, bas latelj undergme an impoitsnt allentioa. By the mint regu- 
UtiooB erf' tiie United Slsto, tbe eagle, wbicb is dnlared to be the equivalent of 10 
doUan, contained, -prerioualy to the Slst oF July, 1834, '.970 grains of standard gold, 
rii. 246 gnUDB pure, and £4 graiu alloy. But. by an set of Congms, which came into 
opeiatlou at the aboia dale, the weight of the eagle it reduced to S j8 grains, of which 
3S2 are pure and £6 alloy. Id consequence of thii alteration, the sorereign, that was 
famterly worth 4 dollar) 57 cents, is now worth 4 dollars BT cents, and is received by 
the Amerioaiu at this rate. 

We do not know whether it wss the abject of tbe American goremment, in enacting 
lhi5 law, to substitute a gold in the place of a silver currency ; but it will moat probably 
have tbat effbvt. Under the (brmer system, ulver was oyer-valued in the American 
nint H compared inth gold ; and, as it consequently became everybody's intereit la pay 
his debts in vlver rather (han in gold, the latter was nearly banished from circulation, 
precisely in the same way tbat the orer-valuatioa of gold in the British mint banished 
^U silver coins of full weight from this country, and that tbe over-valuation of silver in 
th^ French mint banished gold. — (fltcf. p. 315.) Under the present American system, 
it ii bettered that gold is orer-valued liom Ij to li per cent, so that an individual who 
baa to pay a debt of lOOL, and who employs metallic money for that purpose, will save 
from SSi. tQ 301. by using gold rather than ulver. This has certainly been the princi- 
pal csuM of that eiportalion of gold to the United States from Europe that has been 
carried on at Intervals during the last lour years, though it, no doubt, bas been partly 
owing to other cwises, and especially, perhaps, to the 9uppre«uon of notes for less than 
5 dollars in New York and other Slates. — (See BiNrs, Anuriam, in Mi Atpp.) 
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S, fsDiiK Rdfec — The varioly of rupeei of different weigfaM md lalues, circulating 
indJB^nt puts of India, wu long found to be productive of coDddeiableuicoiiTenience. 
But this ia now nearl; obviated, it having been enacted tbat, from the 1st of Sep- 
tember, 1835, tbe coinage of former nipeea should ceue at all the mints throughout 
India, and that in fiiture there should be coined a rupee (with double*, iudvei, and 
quarters), to be called " The Company's rupee," which contains 165 gratni f^j pure 
silver, and IS grains (^) alloj. This new rupee, which ii made legal tender in all 
payments, u equal to the formeT Bombay, Madras, and Furraekabad standard rupees, 
and is receivable as an equivalent tor them and for the Sonat rupee, and for ^Jths of the 
Calcutta ucca rupee. It ii worth, reckoniug ulver at 5j. Sd. and 5i. 6d, an ounce, 
1(. 1 Id. and i$. O^d, sterling. Hie new, or Company's rupee, bean on the one side the 



(ll-lWul put* g^asd IS itiiu ll.Klh) sUoy. Such owtiu^ire i^i^^Uy wan^> 
These CDiDi uv msned in tbc ums way u the new rupees, but tbej nn act l^s] tender. 

COLONIES 
SIstenKDtottlwNetl ExpendUnra Incurred bi Great Brluln, on account of benerenl 
.lUrlltnieStiUiou,C^aUes,lDdPlintitioH.<liiriiicira3-M._<Par/./'iirieT,Ka.4ae. S 
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Com (lau or Mo). — All foreign oorn imported into the hie oT Mm U 
ject to the MOK duties as in the United Kingdom. — (5 & 6 miLAn. 13.) 

Cu&H (Puci or IN FuNci). — We copy from the Tiiui the fblloving 
TiUaortlHBen««FMceiafWbeUhiFrues it tbe End of Oetoter of aub Vnr, rrom II 
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TlwiTengg Of the vhalc period til»»'. Sic per btctalim.eqiul to Mf. lil iicr quuter ; i 
renuked tutCheaTORAeof UilreuUtlvetoiHit ofthewboleHriod. 
The mram pHcg of mUita wlwiil duhni the Kcond wnk of Octiliii, 1SSS, »u 37f. i q 
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iMU» But iDdUa; iioillMUM.WMtIa 

CURRANTS. — The eiorbitant duty of 44i. id. ■ cwt. on currants vat redtwed, 
ID )8»4, totulfthat itnountior toSSt. SdLn cvt — (4&5 IHU. 4. c. 89. $ 15.} But 
tbii reduction, considerable as it is, is not enotigh. Tbe dutjr ought not to eiceed IDi., 
oratnustl2f. The priee of eutruits in bond luualtjrariea IVom SOi. Co 9Si.; to that 
the duty, u fixed by the 4 eml S Will. 4. c, 89.,^ is equel to about 100 per cent, ad 
•ofom* But luch a duty is obviously oppressiye ; the more especially as currants, if 
low-priced, would be largely consumed hy all classes in this country ; and as they form 
the principal equiTtlent the inhalulants of the Ionian Islands and trf" the Morea ha>e lo 
oSbr in exchange tot fbreigD products. Ve are aatisfied, too, that bad the duly been 
nduotd to lOs. a cwt, it would, in ■ Ibw yeui, ban yielded mora reienue than it will 



•ver ;ulil at iu pr«t!nl rale. Sucli a reduction mnild bsTc brought cumnU wiihin 
the command orii much greater number of pcrscms uid, would, in fact, Iutb gone Tu 
to r™der theia on article of geiiernl ciiiuunlption ; vhereai, tbe duty of 23*. 3d. will 

II hu bam aM. that a inludlan ot [he iuKj rrom Hi. M. la lOi. m cwL iiduU qdI hm nude t corre- 
ipnuillDg THliiction In the price of the urMcloi mil Hut the iMMuie wmlil hue mlouihlBl more lo Ihe 

in i4Mne degree thB one, it the ouuel, we idmll; IhiI Ihegr<9r<>i ulvuitageiderlrnl by UieratKn ot 

inde Mlh the leinUa Idindi and the MDrea nouLl hive been lacrewed pri^nltmilly la Ihc Incicue 
■umed thotltiD bencflcUl cEbctDf tliersJuctiaiuBlicadfinulewilJ luit toslhenoa > «iu greucc KaJi, 
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ABSTRACT OF THE ABOVE ACCOUNT. 
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DERELICT, FLOTSAM, JET3AM, AND LAGAN. — It wu evicted bj ihe 
3 & 4 Will. 4. c. 52. (see i^i'ct. p. 66S. U top}, that Bucb roreign gooda derelict, jetsum, 
and flotMm, u could not lie sold for the amount of the duties, were to be deemed uu- 
enumented goods, and charged with duty accordinglj. But tbi* pronso has been re- 
pealed ; and the CommissionerB of Ciut4>ms are au^iised to inquire into the extent to 
Thich nich good) ahsll have been damaged, and ts make sucb abatenjent of the duties 
as ma; appear just and reasonable. — (e & T ViB. 4. c 60. $3.) 

It is fiirther euacted, that goods found derelict, or under the denomination of fiotsam. 
Jetsam, fto. shall, if not elaimed within 13 montfas, be deemed condemned as drtats of 
Admiralty ({ 7.) 

DOCK DUES (LjTaaroOL). — Some .ery important reductions were efi-ecled 
by an order of the Ctnnmittee of tlie Idverpool Docks, dated the eth September 1 836, 
in the charges on account of ships and goods in these docks. The revised charges are 
embodied in the article Docks (Liviarooi.) in this impresnon of the dictionary; but 
the Older referred to is subjdoed, that the proprietors of former impressions may not 
want the important infbrmation it contaJus. 
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EMIGRANTS — It wiU be uen from the mbjoined bccouqU, that the Dumber et 
•mlgiantB to Canada and the United States wai verj decidedl]' greater in 1831 and 
1S32 than in either of the 2 preceding or 2 folloiring jear«. The blliug off in 1833 
■eems to have been mainlT a consequence of the alanra occa«ioned by the breaking out 
of cholera during the previous year, in a rery aggraTated stale, in some of the emigrant 
)hip^ and at Quebec. Tlui clrcumiunce had lesa influence in lSi14, and the emigra- 
tion for that year was connderably greater ; but it has since fallen oft, particularly to 
Canada, partly because a higher price is demanded tbr goTemment land in Canada thap 
fciT public land in the United Sulei, and partly and pnncipally because of the late out- 
break in Canada, and the unaettted state of the country. 
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n of the Number of Emlgmnti from lbs United KiDgdom in 1839, EpecliyLng the ColoDln oDd 
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— Pelicy of. — It appears frciin the above Etatement that, during I S39> 
DO fewer than 62,S0T "oluntory emignmts left the United Kioedomj 46,191 being 
destmed for America, and 16,0IS for the Austraiian colonies and the Cape of Good 
Hope. Such bang the extent to which emigraiion ia carried, the propiiet7, or rather 
necessity, of enacting some general regulations, with rctpect to tbe cooTeyance of 
•nugrants to their destination, must be obviotu to ever; one at all acqiuinted with tb« 
lubjeel. Tlie greater number oT emigranU are in humble lilc ; Tew among tbem know 
any thing of ships, or of the precaatEons necessary to insure a saft and eomforuble 
voyage ; they are. alaoy for tbe most part poor, and eiceedingly aniious to economise, 
so that they seldom hesitate to embark in any ship, however unflt for Ihe eonveyasee 
of paflsengers, or inadequately supplied with provisions, provided It be i^wap, Uoprii^ 
cipled luasters and ovmers have not been slow to take advantage of this ; and in order 
to prevent tbe frauds that have been, and that would be, practised on the unwary, it has 
been found indiipensBble to lay down some general regulations as to the number of 
passengers to be taken on board ships as compared with their tonnage, the quantity of 

task. If the limitations be too strict, that is, if comparatively few passenger? may h« 
carried, or if Ihe slock of proviaons to be put on board be either unnecesn^r large or 
eipeosiie,' the cost of emigration is proportionally enhanced; and an artificial end 
serious impediment is thrown in the way of what ought to be made as easy as possible^ 
consistent with security. But, on the other hand, if too many passengers be allowed, 
their health is liable to suffer; and should the supply of provisions be inadcquat*^ oi 
the quality bad, the most serious consequences may ensue. The Passage Act (6 O. 4. 
c. 116.) obliged too great a quantity of eipensive provisions to be put on board, and 
was, in consequence, objected to by emigrants as well ai uppers. The act, 9 O. 4. 
c. 21. (^Dict. p. SiiO.) avoided this error; but il, too, was defective, inasmnch ai it made 
no provision with respect to the sufficiency of the ship, the having a surgeon or other 
properly qualified medical person on board ships canying a certain number of pa" 
and in other particulars. 

Hiese deGcieucies have been in part supplied by the act of 1835 (5 &6 V 
of which a full abstract is subjoined. But we doubt whether even it will n 
answer the end in view. During 1834 no fewer than 17 ships, witi 
board, bound fcr Quebec, were wrecked on the passage; 731 emigrants lodng their 
lives in consequence, while many more lost most part of their properly, and were re- 
duced to the greatest difficulties. T^iese losses prmcipally took place in the gulf and 
river of 3t. Lawrence ; hut we should err if we ascribed them entirely, or principally 

'a the difficulty of the nBriga;tion. Emigrants to Quebec are mostly taken out in 

' 'n the limber trade ; and it is well known that, speaking genervlly, theae 
. It being the usual practice to turn worn-out ships, unfit to 
carry dry cargoes, into tiiis department. Most part of the catastrophes alluded to may, 
we are assured, be ascribed to this circumstance, and to the misconduct of the masters 
and crews. We doubt whether the clause (Tth) in the praent act as to the sea-worthi- 
ness of the ship will be sufficient to obviate the disasters ariung from the use of improper 
Twaals, And we incline to think that, in addition to what ia stated in the act, it should 
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be further prorided that all British ships, not standing in the class A. or the class JR, 
of the new register (see post), should be prohibited from undertaking to carry pas- 
sengers; and that either some similar regulation should be adopted with respect to 
foreign ships, or that they should be prohibited from clearing out with passengers, 
unless reported as sea- worthy and suitable for their conveyance by government surveyors 
appointed for that purpose. There can be no question as to its being the bounden duty 
of government to take every reasom^ble precaution for obviating shipwreck. And, even 
if higher considerations did not make an effectual interference imperative, it is pretty 
certain that the check given to emigration to Canada, by the shipwrecks and destruction 
of life that have recently taken place, is much greater than any that could be given by 
the trifling addition that the adoption of some such plan as has now been suggested 
would make to its cost. 

The subjecting of captains of ships to an examination, and the exclusion of spirits 
(see art. Ships in this Supplement), would go far to obviate the oUier causes of loss. 
The absolute prohibition of ardent spirits in emigrant ships, except as a medicine, has 
been strongly recommended by Mr. Buchanan, the agent for emigrants in Canada. 
This recommendation should, we think, be adopted. It is partially, indeed, carried into 
efiect. by the 10th clause of the subjoined act. But the better way would be, not to 
allow any spirits of any sort to be taken on board ships conveying emigrants, except a 
few gallons to be used as a cordial, in case it should be recommended by the doctor. If 
more than this be allowed, it vrill afford &cilities for the clandestine introduction of 
a still greater quantity ; and cannot be otherwise than injurious. 

The new act does not make it imperative on ships conveying passengers to America 
to have a surgeon on board ; and, perhaps, when bound for New York, he may not be 
required. But the voyage to Quebec is oflen very tedious ; and much suffering and 
loss of life have frequently arisen from no medical officer being on board emigrant ships 
destined for that port. 

It has been said, that if we lay restrictions on the conveyance of emigrants to Quebec* 
it will make New York the great landing port, and throw the business of their convey- 
ance entirely into the hands of the Americans. But the regulations enforced in the 
subjoined act, and those we have suggested, apply equally to both parties. And it is, 
besides, true that a continuance of the old system, attended as it, no doubt, would have 
been by a repetition of the most appalling disasters, would have had the very effect 
falsely ascribed to judicious regulations. It would have prevented any one not com- 
pelled by necessity — who was not, in £Eict, a beggar — from sailing in a vessel bound 
for Quebec. We subjoin the new act : — 

Repeal, 4rc.— 'The act 9 Geo. 4. c. 21. directed to be repealed.— ^ 1. 

No Shijp to sail with more than Three Persons on board for every Five Tons. — No ship carrying pas. 
sengers from any port or place in the U. K., or in Guernsey, Jersey, Aldemey, Sark, or Man, on any 
voyage for any port or place out of Europe, and not within the Mediterranean, shall proceed on her 
▼oyage with more than 3 persons on board for every 5 tons of the registered burden of^such ship, the 
master and crew being included in, and forming part of, such prescribed number ; and no ship, having 
more than one deck, shall carry any passengers upon any such voyage, unless she be of the height of 5| 
feet at least between decks : and no snip, having only one deck, shall carry any passengers upon any such 
▼oyage, unless a platform be laid beneath such deck, so as to aSbrd a space of the height of at least 5| 
feet, and no ship shall have more than S tiers of berths; and no ship having S tiers of berths, shall carry 
any paraengers. on any such voyage, unless there be an interval of 6 inches, at least, between the deck 
or platform and the floor of the lower tier, throughout the whole extent thereof : provided, that whatever 
be the tonnage of the ship, no greater number of persons shall be taken on board, as passengers, than 
•hall be alter the rate of one person for every 10 superficial feet of the lower deck or platform unoccupied 
by goods or stores, not being the personal luggage of such persons, if such ship shall not have to pass the 
line on her voyage, or after the rate of one such person for every 15 clear superficial feet, if such snip have 
to pass the line.— ^ £. 

QuanUfy qf Water and Provisions to be carried bjf Vessels with Passengers. — "So ship caxrnngpU' 
•engers on any voyage, as aforesaid, shall be cleared out for such voyage tmm any port in the U. K., or 
in the islands of Guemsor, Jersey, &c., unless there be actually laden and on board such ship good and 
wholesome provisions for the use and consumption of the said passengers, over and above the victualling 
of the crew, to the amount or in the proportion following ; viz. a supply of 5 gallons of pure water to 
every week of the computed voyage for every passenger on board such ship, such water being carried in 
tanks or sweet casks, and a supply of 7 lbs. weight of bread, biscuit, oatmeal, or bread stuflb, to every week 
of the computed voyage for every passenger : provided, that to the extent of one third of such supply, 
and no more, 7 lbs. weight of potatoes may be held to be equivalent to 1 lb. weight of bread, biscuit, oat- 
meal, or bread stufft, in the supply of any ship bound to any place in North America : provided, that 
when any ship shall be destined to call at a port or place in the course of her voyage, for the purpose of 
filling up her water, a supply of water, at the rate before mentioned, for every week of the computed 
voyage to such port or place of calling, shall be deemed to be a compliance with the provisions or this 
act — ^S. 

Number qf Weeks requisite for Voyage qf VesseL —The number of weeks deemed to be necessary for 
the voyage of any such ship, according to her destination, shall be determined by the following nue of 
commitation ; viz, 

For a voyage to North America, 10 weeks. 

*- South America, on the Atlantic Ocean, or to the West Coast of Aftica, IS weeks. 

— the Cape of Good Hope, 15 week& 

— to the Mauritius, 18 weeks. 
Any other voyage. Si weeks. — § *. 

Officers to examine Promrions and^ Water before Departure qf Vessels—Before any such ship shall be 
cleared out, the ofBcers of customs shall survey, or cause to be surveyed by some competent person, the 
provisicms and water befbre required for the consumption of the passengers, and ascertain that the same 
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ti^Uiil tbc •lirHiianji hervln (wnUlnsl, In reipwi oT the illuiJuit of tertlu, have been complisj 

ri^iirfikPF^i^/VafiMcHuhiArfiiUsiitunl.— ThBinutnofeieiTinichthipihtnaiiHaUblt ' 
10 ba dnirn up of tlw prkcEt Hi which uiy protialmi OT ftorfif> to bo told by wij- penui uiiiitnr^ to Ehe j 
npmnnirin. rlirrinitTirrriTijr iTirln hr nrplirrl : ADd a copy of Uie tfuiWtpdnred or writlen in tbit J 
BirikjdbleiiBnMr, ihiillbeiinlxedlnKiiiHnmTiDlntMKloiiiiqileuciuipluie on boud uriil ildp, »d Uia n 




L by S campetaDt maooH i aihL if j1 
fiy, viEJi reennfle tonidi rojMgcw 

CoMl or AMractt 1/ au Act to tc Icrpl on ioanL— 
provided And iaiiicd by the cammtuloDen oTciuuiniA^ uit 
or comptrolicrof ciutoDuat tbaport ofdeuuice, illAlllie oeikterco 

■hip, be produced Co Any putenaer (br liii pcnunl. ' " 

FHi&al FnuUOem Ik a^ilh rvny Mklp a 
to BUT pDTL CFi" triBce u Ar«ciiB]cip nt — - '- ""■ 
iicnd IW, ihaU cleu out rnim ui; p 
Bd actually lerriag irt 







pnwed on lucb Inlmdid royiige, thm, sDcin nery inch ciic. the mailer of tlie ihlp ihail'iiay 10 euh 
■nd tnry paismgR aa ibaU have cantruted la vicinal himieir. a fine at Uie rale af li. Cor Each dny 

am^nlfll: imnldul tlmC no lush fliip ihail lie payable in leipect ol any duCDlloa of the veael by >tre« 






BBBBSHiluiilwtliaTiiyaEB. unleuit have been clornaiy lUpuIued bttwwn lucb iBiianget and Il» 
nuter of auch Al)>^lhat nich panen^r iball luK lie enlilled id lucli nuintcnanceilurliiMlheHld W 

Pgnaiiia m eai£ tf Ii^frhiegmeni o/lkepreerdingEnacltttcnls.'— Uuiythip carrying paupa^nanaBj 
nyiiabmtbt U. K., or Ibe iitandi of nuecDKy. Jenei, Ac., to at luc any poR or ri'ce out oT Europe, 
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„ -_. u Ht he nqulred, uy llilni in mcli acu of HfUuneat to Ihd eomnry aotwlthitiuid Uag.— 1 1^ 

ilaiitn y rattll M alir Mb Bondjar On riw PnfimHctt ^ acfiuAau.—Jltfon hit ihip 

-— ' - — tlie V. if., or,Un iduid. o( GuBraiiy, Jan*;, *c., fto nj pgtt «r |il«« 

u ...'. ---'-■-■■'--■-"— ■eiImo«boiidtoH,>l,wilh 



iiiiflii ■!■!«»■ of UT null rulat uid ngulatlnu- it 

antlbawHliout>iui|a,uid that nswch bond ghill be put In mil 
ar tpftciMt kiB ibill lie lnwigdi 1^ tIi —.■-—. — •- --. 

lit taw ncfa vmn nor hi the U. K,, or an] 
calanSir Mtanftat ' 



pim i ii wa In c a m I 

nOHiri Mnon lot . 

eitadtoanriblplatlwr 
EHt India CoBiiaiir. * 



IL»a , 

, rdwtnaeliifaiiToI'lai 

tlH cxplrMloii of IS qilBidir mootfai nweeKUiw tb 
r .k. ..1 — 1. t.1 — mHittonsd, after llic 



prorEdad. ihatl not 



65K 
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FIGS. — The duEjon figa baa been reduced fi-om Sit. 6if. ti 
■ame amy be said of this reduction as of that of the duty on eurranta. It is too trifling lo 
have much effect on conEumption ; and there can, we apprehend, be little doubt that a duty 
of lOi. irould,b; stimulaliag the latter, be more productive of revenue than a dutjof 15i. 

FLAG. — Any of hei Majesty's subjects hoisting the Union jack in their vessels, or any 
pendants, fto. unially worn in her M^esty's ships, or any flag, jack, pendaot, or colouri 
whatever in imitation of or resembling tliose cf her Majesty, or any ensign or colours 
whatever other than those prescribed by proclamation, Isl January, L80I, «hall forfeit 
for every nicli offence not more than SOOL (lic in orij.) — (4 & StfiO.*. da. § 11.) 

FUNDS (AMiaicAN). Wc beg leave to lay before the reader the following state- 

taken {torn the American Abaaitac for 1S40, and are the fullest and most comprehenuve 
that we have seen. 
Thr IbUowing ttUnt ihow Ihe total amount or itock luucd and autbDrlaed to be iHued br each of Iht 



fd^htcen itatfi, « 



ble, however, that tfi» aggrt] 

Ii iHUDd, and suthoriisd bj Statute 
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tor abldi U m luued. and the Rile of Inlereil. 
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If Ihe IpgliUlucc, hji 



«5,SJ,miua6[»rra 



■liof 1,0*1 »cin^ Em 
iirenble bj (he hgWtr, una ini 
eml-aonuftlljr ; ihe atoCk beort 

n luic in rm >» i8,w;,«r*» 

LTfdcftifHlbfa direct tax. 



nn HJOOt^t) doUnri sfitcick {uygLilc !ri Loniinn, b; i 






(issb) ii aMjgD.vn doiun. 

I liuHD.— TbiinatehulBuid noitBc 

uingttociL In isn (o 



ri^Dcwuli. HiDiuiiiafmUWda 

CsiiiiiibiioDai of Uic dml Fund, 

Uw BoHd or Sp«:lflc RevKIIU wb 

fapi bflen derived Itom lbs uixlLlan 

theHunorS^UiTeiiliillini wbich onwdi In tT6,aii do 

tha ntiHuy bonowed rbr tbe Qie iDd Chmipklii cbhaIi Ibr 21 yean-ttoBL tots wkuo. f j\i 

orifittti debt It provided IbTj iDd, eicetft about Si mJlltou, hu been niM oS", end Ibe itock 

■n. 1 .,..i_i^„ mmo, n, t, borrowed pmloui lo 1BB$, conBiiied Ihe (oXowlW P™ 



dftlhui «et>aan,i]iHelh< 
>di In tT6,0Wdoa>n Ibe i 



fsira 



I 






und ma BnuniDli u, Ibr the 
dacDHd ■m|4e And cuffictent." 



^lafiWKOi 



lell^w 



fn 1837, Oy p«yinB 109 rlDll»ti In Now Vork city pippr lai 
in. rvmn 1S33 la 1838, the teicnue rrenn Ihe Inlli dT the 



Tbe segregate laluUiOD of real add pemnal eitita Id IBS! vu WJBV^ dollnrt, 
-.- . ^-....- '^^ foUowing levenuet ue iet epan Ibr Ihe paftaent ot lnlei»t en thi 






I 



tnea « (ball E« creited, Rir Kcuiing the puueti 
prlndpiL 
Tbe aggregate valuaElon oT real and Tcnonal i 

conpwilH viik^h Che nate hai aidedby Iti loam relnbune the 
now (1838) aniouiiti tol,070,a06■0^dollat^ whlchuappllfdlo thop£'reW™fth™tutt«^'."°'""'"' 
DiulDg tbe auipeniioti ot tpeao paTmenti, this Btaie did not pay the Interut on lla itock eLlber In 
A«tB or itt eqtdvalcnE. Boine of the iiuldeTB of the stock retlued to receive dqirecLalcd bank paper for 
HedVidendBj asd the trcaaurer, in DeCflmticr, 1837, reported thU tbct to the legltlature ; and in Otarrh, 



1(^« 



IB37, tobepaid. 



TBo priTiie, real, and iic'^'^Al property, other than luerchandlio, and rights and crpditi of all totti. It 
flMimated at over IDO.ODD.DUD doUan, Ho uoifDrmiDDde of vaLtiing property (hrgugh out tbe atatc le Ob- 

' otiatereal and prlqclpel; and, if neoei . ._ „ 

Iben^mcnE of the IntereiL 

Int aggrnate TaluiUon oflhe real propenvof the itat 

pMeUyM^OO^ODD. Thno li no mode of •uertalning the 

Nona C»auir> Thli itste n» set apart a large an 

id Internal faoprovenient Boards. Theie I'unill, 



litmurand Inl 
bj Ibe reg^litui 



'ii pa^Me aemi-aDnuallv in Loadon. The s,o<Xi,000 dnlUn For tebuildlng a p^rt ol 
jnt 10 individual!, and the itock to be relmbuned Irom themoitgageHoflni^vuu.dbL* j 
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Vsluatioanf Jiraurty, iOO.OOO.CW dalLan. 

MiMKHipn. ~ 1 JUi sutc luu iuued Ixiiiik on the faith bT the Kile, la Ihe BnDunl oT T,CC<),DM 

LouuuHi. — Tli« iDUreM on Uieitite bondi li jiiiil by the reipecMie binki to which they nere wl- 
B^DiUr kuuwL ■ TliH iuti^rsA DO other tUte trocka i' paid Dul of ary mDncTfl in the trebUJ-y. 

TtuJIadiaf LcHftiiHUtiJKiOfiOIHoMan or ittoOks thepTDflttretalDed for redeaiptiDn of Uie LnibifanenC 
at IBW, iiiaeltiit jBwef the niaunl, BOOJlin dolfan. A 

•momllnc to SAOiOOO doUui. Mo itooUioldeT out tionaw mere than 60 per cent on hii tlock i ui| 
IfelianaiBltlintlinad by T">'lr'»''''°>«>IiM>iuM the payment ol lliB tiandi fay tlie bull. Tfaaital* 
tbr iti guinntn li ootntdaeil u ilockholder Rir 1/;i)0,uoa dollar), and, on Uie naymml of the bndcbj 
win dmde KcordlDgly with the vtficUiDlilni. Dlvidenda are oniy declared la (be twnda are paid, andht 
theainw proportioD. TheproBU, until then, are lelained at a ilnkiog fUddtomceC the redemptiDa of 

n the above. Tbeoriglnal^Bnpteeon vongagea of productive property iaftjODD^DDOdrillan. xhetiat* 
Bor Ita ffuaraolec it to rHwive ooe biath of the neit pr«»alB. 

morsi ItltcoDllucIedontheadiieprtecipia aa abore dcacritcd. The Huarantce It on I*,OiX),OC(IiIdIIiii> 

of DiortBans on real pK>diidti*e property. Tbe atite lioldtone lixlb of the Drtt protiB, vhlcbueonly 

lobedivkiiedat thebondimpudbythelMnfci, vidlD tll«aa1nepTopartlDll- 
■■. ,_ThB intEratmlbaatMe hmda aubaolbed to the Uoion Bank sere paid by the dl'i- 

itootiUntUthererDliion oT 1837, afleivblch Uieatstep^Uieintereit from the ordinary 
le treaanry. The Lntereat on the bonda lained to Tallroad aod tumpLke eompanlBa ia pjdd 

..J ^.^ .»..., -Dd the conpuiH are required to rdnibune tbe treatury for tbe tuma from time to tjm« 

naort to dlrcDt tales. In 1B3& the legiitature eatahliabed ■ ainklDfl fuod for the payment of Ibedetit) 
towblch lUrutaTeapprr^atedDonuaeaamliilvldendHon banltitock,pTemiuu]a on acrln, state dirldcndam 
turnpike Btock and all internal improrcmcnta, proAta of the ajmmoowcallh'B bank, proceedl of atal« 
alDck lo the old Bank of Kentucky, aod TheKtcaaa In the treamry over 10.000 dollan of each yvar- ' The 

ainkingfuDd, ta pay the Intereat, and uLLlmatalr the prloi^pal, of (ho atate bontU, at BO intCTftt not 
DxaemnBfiperceiiL per annum. 

TaiatlDn El conflned In ipeciBc luUecIs. The agensote value of such at ate chargeable with lerenne 
la 3IT,«53,att dallan, upon which a tax of JO canta on lEe 1110 dolian i> paia 
- no, — TbetntareBBO theslockoflhlaauUeliBayablein New Voili, where the atodi ia trantArtiile. 
lUary runda ara Mt apart Ibr the paynwnt of tbe intereit, and, lncaieoradeacieiKrtberdn,iIii 
! tbe dulvoftbeauiinDriif Blateta leiyan adeiguale amount by direct axalion. Ae loui anii ' 






Invartably 



dutv of tbe auditor of alatcta tery an adequate amount by direct IKKatian. 
madeon t^edeea of ipedaoreveDoeafbr the payment ofhotfl principal and intc 



ellr 



I 



fnlB37, after the luipaniion of q»de iiaymenli, Oblo paid tbe interest on itt d^ in New t^ 
paper, ■ttbenteotlOSdollinlbreieh JOO dollara of inlereit. 

Aggregate Taiualinn of r*ai and peraonal property, lIt)/)00,000 dollin. 

tHnianA.— Tbe canal landi granted Co (be stale by the geoeral govern meul en the Wabaah liver, an 
pledged for ibepaymene of tbe laana made on account of the Wabiib canal. Hie intereat on the bonda 
iaaued to the Btate bank It paid by ihebenlt. 

In ISSJ, artra the auspen^on n? Hpecie payineota, thit ttate purchated coin lo pay the intereat dd iCa 
dabti aadlbrthe July quarter pal/llldoUara in Hew York paper for each 100 dolhira lo coio. 

Anragata valuaHoD In 1B^ oRlmsted at BSIIOOffM dollari. 

Hilh of the atal^ landt, revenoea, ftc., there are ^niflcally pledgHl for the tedemiKlon of tha carial 
bonda, the landi gnnled by tha general govenuBent toaldtnconitrucIinglhcQuiaii the cglimateoT 

MicniaiH.^TIieproceedapf the t«blicweii((,Ba well aa tbe faith of tbe state, ii pledged for 5,000,000 
doUan — tbelamti leCapuIftir tbe UolveralVlipledgedlbrUia loin for that oljecL Theloani tonU- 
niaddireiecuredby plnbaoflbaroadi, Ac. Tbs intereit on 100,000 doltin iiiued to derray theeapenaei 
oftba controVers; with Ohio, li to he paM by ■ direct tu. 

Aauxaia haa litned 3,000,000 dellan oTtiondi to two bauki in that ttoCe. 

Some doubts baring been entertained ta to thi; right of individual stales ta eontraot 
tounE, Messrs. Uaring Brottiers and Co. addressed a letter on the subject to the ^stin- 
guialied AmerlcBH Haalor and lawyer, Mr. Webster, lately on b visit lo this eounlty. 
We subjoin bis reply ; — 



■■ Vour £nil inquiry ia. ' vhelher tbe ^ 

sned on a'genenU ao«mment, eaf- "• ~-" '■■ • 

the people d' all the tlatea. Thij | 





Id uOied, nnl oiUr bj tbU hMoT, li_. . . 

Dum- For th« piUDDK irf IhiB opJniotj, it uuj be 

ghUdlkn In the souUtutlan of Ehs Ualled BUI 

d> tto^^"^' """""' ' " " 

iXs nhMll emit biUi of ondlt, not m 

. iKt, when ctntnetvd. liey mint ._, . , _. „ __ 

thr RTvml fUts ihhin ths paw nf boiTQWlDg nowv Tor tbeir imn iiil«n>] necadaiu 

iWE|iMofEaUlDginMB,andjntn|iuTkf,Dr»TfDmdn£uiT oUia of lu ummottcfkal duties ItEfeAr 

h added, Ihiit oiWEM LtMir AAf niiD(iii« t£u pi»w rn the KUh^ I) U bH » 

-0f lar|eniiidBirtiubhbetdlD triHt fbr veiy iuKDRuit purpoHi kn eorlifleeta of mte Meeb* 

» nw ■x™'^ ^ '^'^ '""' <* I*" ?|^'°'' "^^ of <ne •<•t<^^ > poliEioil CDaniuoKT. tt rnUon Hie 

MUM nailed atUei under lbe4Blbori» of coDgreUi thU ti lo ■>;, lb* gud Mlb t7t£> (DTeTDnEot 
■uUng tbe Inu, Hid tu itdUtiF to Adll In HitueBaili. Tbeie Mite Iuu^UUIdiowd, bare been coo. 
tncEfldiiriDidpiiltrfbr tbepaTpoHofDBjLing numdi end cwuli ; end In sDiue b m m, Jtbomh I kmv 
not bow ieoenmr, the Imome oe rvrtniw eiLpectEd to Iw derived lYom theie vofke ii dlnatlt end epeoL- 
Oodlj niEdeiid tH the pifBiail of tbe InlercM nd the TtdesutlaB DTIhe deM.lB eddltiao to the ebU^n 
eFpubUeeiiStb. In leTinl nid*% ntliei bnoebee ofrernut bsTB been ipeidfiuDi pledfid i ud In otben, 
^rrj iHaibla tmu of lend. Itouuiocbe deobtedltait thrgBnenl neuK oT ibcie woilu of iDlemel 
bDpnTeineiit bu been^end iilU be, to enhance tbeneKb end •billly of Ihnitun. 

'■tthulMeiii^dthallheilitei ouwatbe luad on IhcM bondi. But nEllhei could the United SUtee 
be ne^ '"j" ' ftV—- "» "">"' '^ ^^i*" * "^ "*'- ^°' """'^ -"'' >""" "^ '"'"K' '"^ 

It ^ths eonU not, or noold not, nuke pKxWea fur piflDg the bond, LI li not probebie that it could, or 
Iroald, iiuke fsorbioa for ntWying the judgment. 

" The (tetee cuniKit rid thanieivei of their obUguioai othemiie than by the honnt payioEnt of the 
debt. Theriu paunolaw impilrinf tbeobllgation oTtbelrown conuacti, — Itie; caninatenalblnga 
lender In dwhar^ at aucfa coniracta But gold and direr. Tbep poueii ail adequate power of proridiug 
Ibr the caap, bj taiee end Internal iaean< of revenue. Tbey eamjot get round, their duty, nor evade lie 

thepen^ETOfdltboaDur auddiqiacet— >a powlIT, Ilmat beprenBDrd, wbich do aiate of the Amoican 
Cnlou would be llkeiir to Incut. 

opiBlonDra more general nitnte. It I^ Liut I beUere Ibeeiliimi of the United Slatci, ftke ail boned 

trdi Mt^gtl obBgatioa « andl ttuil I mar appeal to their hirtorj, Itom the momenl when Iboie uala 

"Meain.BeTlngRrothenSCo." ' " Uiiiiat Wuffram," 

There oan, of cuurse, be no fUitber doubt as to the Uw on this importADt subject ; and 
ve trust that the states will respectively eviooe that high moral sense, and determination 
to pay tlieir Just debts, far vhicb llii'lr distinguished countryniBn gives them credit 
We confess, however, that we uc not without out misgivings on this point. The 
cxlretne facility with which loans on American accouuC have recently been raised in 
Europe, and especially in this country, on all manner ofsecuriliea, will In™ out, in the 
end, ■ serioui loss to America; inasmuch as it has tempted hercitiiens to engage, without 
■uffidient oonsideiation, in the mast gigantic undertakiugs, and to generate und difliise a 
qiirit bi mate akin to gambling than to the pursuits of sober industry. In conseiuenco, 
B vast amount of cnpititl has been unprofilahly expended, and to Ijttle better purpose, 
in taot, than if it hod been absolutely throwp away. Now, the question vhicb our 
countrymen, who are so fond of investing in Atoericau securities, would do well la 
ponder, is, will the states continue, after the excitement of the period of eipenditore is 
gone by, regularly to pay the iDCeTcst of these debts ? Suppose that a sy^m of 
uniieraal suflrage were established in this country, and that we had severs! millions a 
jear to pay to France or RuEwa, for loans botrowed from them, and cipooded less, 
perliaps, for Uie public advantage than for the private benefit of the parties who nego- 
uated the loans: under such circumstances, we rather incline to think, should any 
thing occur to excite our prejudices agunst our foreign creditors, that there would be 
DO sniBll risk of a serious interruption taking place in the payments due to them. And 
if suob ■ thing might, in the supposed case, be not unieasonably predicated of England, 
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OALACZ. 



tSupp. 



GALACZ, tt town of Moldavia, on the ltd bonti of tire Danube, between the eon. 
amaux of Ilie Sereth and the Pruth with that river, in lat. 45° 25' N., long. 28° E. 
It is ill built and dirty: population supposed to amount to 12,(XK). The trade of 
the town U ehieRy carried on b; Greek merchanta ; but, within Ihe last few years, some 
foreign houses have tiirmed eatablisbments in it. Though at a considerable distanee 
Inland, Galaci may be eaid to be the port of the Danube; and, were Iho political 
Jedousiei, and other obstaeles, that have hitherto so much Dbslructcd the navigation of 
this great river, once removed, it would, no doubt, become a first-rale cmporiuzn. Tlie 
treaty of Adrianople, by rracuing the provinces of Moldavia and Wallachia from Turkidi 
despotism and misrule, will contribute not a little to tliia desirable result. Recently, 
indeed. Oalnu has been rapidly rising in importance. Steam vessels haie been esta- 
blished on the Danube, from Fresbuig Co Galaci, and thence, by the Black Sea, to 
Constantinople and Tivbizond. The advantages of ivhich the free navigation of the 
Danube cannot lail to be productive to nil the countries that it traverser, and espeoially 
to Hungary, of which it is the natural outlet, teem to warrant the belief that its tasi 
capacities, as a commercial highway, will bo daily more and more developed. 



■tnsii, TOHb IgimillriB To Biln the rinr nninllTiDidn Ui< 
Ue*,in_lsL «^ isr 15^N.,lDng. soo 10" w; B, wti^e Uie ! 
no U^hthnUH. Ughten i 



wooim tower, but (ll.™( 



nf PlildnUi!, ar SBqiHity 
em W. by 6., dlMul IS 
[h (he coQtranbe some- 



'a^'r" 



MxHV, ireAUi,mdJWsn>ra.— llitnaaTejrlticipalJrfutkl 

£i«ra and Jvworil. — Koldsvli and Wallicbiiari' verypmliictl 
com and cattle. Sifm 60,000 to Bn,000 head of cattle are annuallj 
cijialitiH. A pair of good oiea commonly nut from 70 to 80 rouhl«. 
lolo Amlria. particularly ftoin Moldavia. Now Ibat the plndpalUio 
neatB, and that a market bai been DpeiKd FttT their producCi, tbore 
n[udlv Improve. The prlncLpal articles at export from OaLscs are y, 
tie indeiinltclr incrcaied, tallow, hidei. live csule, tali, butler, wool 
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In 1835, 902 retielf arrived at Oalaes: of which 6 were British, 45 Russian, 17. Austrian, 60 Greek, 49 
Turiush, 17 Ionian, 4 Sardinian, 2 Samuui, 1 Wailacfaian, 1 Belgian. 

JDuHa. ^ An ad milorem dutj of 3 per cent, is leried on all articles of merchandise imported into, or 
exported firom, the principalities of MoidaTia and Wallachia. GoTcmment resenres to itself the power of 
{NPohibiting the exportatfon of any article, but it has to give a month's prerious notice of any such 
prohibition. 

Galacs is a Aree port ; that is, a port at which all commodities may be landed, warehoused, re-exported, 
and consumed in the town, A«e or duty. Quarantine regulations are strictly enforced at Oalaes, unless 
performed preriously to entering the river. 

Ismail and Reni, ports of the Russian province of Bessarabia, are situated on the Danube, and are both, 
but especially Ismail, a good deal nearer its mouth than Oalaes ; iMit they are much less considerable in 
point <^ ^(nnmeicial importance. Having little importation, their trade is confined almost entir^ to the 
exportation of eom, and even in this respect they an very inferior to Oalaes and Brailofll They are 
supiect to the Russian duties and regulations. 

. We have gleaned theae particulars from a variety of works, but mincipally Arom the valuable Efport, b^ 
M. de Hagemeitter, am the Commerce qf the Black Sea, Eng. Tram*, pp. 83—96. Ac. y FunlM*t SeOmg 
Directiom to the Blaek Sea,v- I9S. &c 

Mouth* qf the Iknmbe. — There is a great discrepancy in the statements of ancient authors as to the 
iiuDri>er of channds by which the Danube poured its waters into the Euxine. {CeUarU Notitia Orbit 
Antiqui, lib. it cap. 8.) A similar discrepancy exists at this moment : some authorities affirming that it 
has four, others flve^ and others six or seven mouths. But, as stated above, there are only three of any 
constderable magnitude, via. the Kilia mouth on the north, and successively the Soulinefa mouth, and the 
Edrillia mouth. But besides these, there are other channdsof inferior importance, of which two, at 
least, are still more to the south than the Edrillis mouth. In antiquity, the most southerly channel waa 
the deepest, and best suited Ibr the purposes of naviaation, and was thence called Saermm. (See Cellarm*, 
ut ssmrd.) It is not, however, to be wondered at, that in the course of so many ages very great changes 
riKHiM have takoi ^ace in the channels of the river. It seems probable that Uie 0*tium Sacrum, or 
aoudiem idiannelof the ancfamts, may have run between Ca r* m m , now Hirchova,and the lake HtUm^ri*, 
now Bassein, which communicates with the Euxine at Kara Kerman, (brmeriy JttropoU*, and at a point 
stiU more to the south. At any rate, there certainly was a channel In the route now pCNnted out 
(,D*An9iUe, Abr4g4 de la Qtcgraphie Anciewae, torn. L p. 3070 ; and as it is a good deal more to the south 
than the Edrillis mouth, with which the OtthnnSaerum has been commonly identified, it would seem to 
have the best dalm to the distinction of being synonymous with the latter. This diannel is, in fact, still 
parti^lj open, and it is stated that the Austrian government has seriously entertained a project for 
making it navigable. There can be no doubt that if this could be effected, it would be of mudi import- 
ance to the trade with Hungary and the countries on the upper part of the river, by materially shortening 
tiie river navigation, and facilitating the transit of sliips and goods to and from the Black Sea ; but the 
marshjr nature of the ground is said to oppose formidable obstacles to the construction of a canal. Accord- 
ing, however, to a survey recently made by Prussian engineers, a railway would seem to be practicable ; 
aim it is said that it will be immediately commenced by the Austrian steam company, and leave to that 
eflbct be obtained fttrai the Grand Seigmor. 

Ifaeiga^m cf the Danube. — Steam navigation was first established on the Danube in 1830, since 
whidiuiennitertaking has gone on prospering, so much so, that the communication between Vienna 
and CfHistantinaple is now maintained by a line of seven steam vessels. The Austrian steam company, 
which was the first in the field, have extended their scheme by starting vessels be(«reen Vienna umI 
linx, and a Bavarian company commenced in 1838 running a vessel between RatisbcHi and Lins. It 
Is probable that in a year or two steamers may ply from Ulm downwards. 

At present steam boats ply on the Danube as long as the river remains tree from ice (usually from 
February or Hwrch to November), from Rati8l>on to Lins, once a week ; Lins to Vienna, lOrhours, once 
a week ; Vienna to Presburg and Pesth, twice ; Pesth to Drenkova, once a week ; Gladova to Galacs, 
once a week ( Galacs to Constantinople, once a fortnight. 

The vovage tram Vienna to Constantinople, including stoppages, is seldom performed in less than 
fimrteoa oavs, and sometimes occupies seventeen ; in returning against the stream it takes at least a 
month, indnding ten days* quarantine at Orsova. The fare, first place, is 134fl., about 131. ; second 

The navigation of the Danube h7 steamers is unfortunately interrupted for a length of about fiftv 
mUes, between Drmkova and Gladova, by rocks and rapids, the lowest and most considerable of which 
is a sort of cataract, called the ** Irongate," about three miles belovf the Hungarian frontier. It is 
worthy of reraaric that the most illustrious of the Roman emperors, TraJan, alive to all the ad- 
vantanes to be derived firom the easy navigation of the Danube, had with equal industry and sagacitv 
ibnnM a road, or towing path, along the river's edge for facilitating the operation of towing, of which 
the remains are still extant, with an inscription commemorative of the completion of the works. It has 
been pr<»osed to overcome the difficulties in the way of the navigation by renovating the old Roman 
road, ana deepening the channel contiguous to it But it rarely happens that attem^ to improve th« 
navigation In the bed of a itrer, under anything like similar circumstances, are even tolerably successful. 
The better way undoubtedly would l)e, were it practicable, to construct a lateral canal, or rather a 
canal firom the mouth of the jBereska to Palanka, which would not only avoid the rapids, but also 
shwten the navig^on by .getting rid of the bend of the river by Orsova. But the difficulties in the 
way of sudi an undertaking, from the nature of the ground, are said to be insuperable ; and it is, 
therefore, probable that the distance of 50 miles along the rapids will continue, if not always, at 
kNut for some considerable time, a portage. The evil, however, of this break in the navigation has been 

. diminished, as £ur as possible, by the construction of an admirable carriage road (recentlv finished), 
at great expense, by the Hungarian diet, from Moldova to Orsova. In the extent of excavattons in the 

^to^ and terraces of masonry, upon which It Is carried, it is not inferior as a spechnen of engineering 
to ^he finest roads over the Alps. Several steamers have been transported down these rapids at the 
seasim of floods, small barges pass them at all times, and little boats, laden with wax and wool, are 
towed up 1^ men and oxen. The passengers and goods conveyed by the steamers are transferred 
from Moldova in row-boats, to Gladova, below the Irongate, where they embark on another steanoer. 

A railroad is nearly complete from Brunn, the capital of Moravia, to Vienna ; another railroad 
diverges, frtnn the Danul)e, at Linz, north to Budweis in Bohemia, where it reaches the banlu of the 
Muldao, and tlurough it communicates with the Elbe. 

Junction qfthe Danube and the Rhine. — The long projected canal to unite the Danube and Rhine, 
Hhe ftvburite scheme of Charlemagne, is being carried into execution by.the King of Bavaria, and will. 
It Is believed, be finished In 1842. It extends fr-om Bamberg, by Erlangen and Nuremburg, to Neu. 
mark, joining the Danube at Keliheim, a few miles above Ratisbon. The distance lietween the Maine, 
near Bamberg, and the Danube, is about 112 miles ; but the actual extent of canal is less, the communi- 
cation betogm part effected by the Rednitz, a tributary of the Maine, and the Ultmuhl, a tributary of the 
Danabe.^nThen this Is accomplished, an internal communication by water will be established throughout 
all the Tast coun^, stretching from the shores of the Netherlands to the Black Sea ; so that produce 
shippM at Bottwdam or at Galacs may be conveyed from the one to the other in the same vessel. 
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CLASS. — We eadeaTOured to shov under this head, in 0ie Dictionary, that (lie 
duties on gloss bad been praptically most injurious; Ihat Ihej were earried to an 
oppreadve beight ; that the mode iu which they were impckscd operated to prevent im- 
provementa in the manufacture ; that thej were not fairly charged ; that they oceasdoned 
a great deal of fraud ; and had reduced the couBumption of glass far beloir the limit 
to which it would otherwise hove attained. These conoluMons have been corroborated 
to tbe fullest extent by the BtateioonlB and reasonings in the elaborate and able Report 
of the Commissioners of Eioise inquiry on Glass. Tbeae gentlemen, after eiamioing 
minirtelj and carefully into the whole subject, conclude their report " by urging the 
expediency of the repeal of the duty at the earliest po^ble period, and by expressing 
our com-iclion that rd tax con comMiie laitre olijetiioTia, or bt mart at eariunce with all 
tmoul prituiplo of taxation, tian l/iit duty on glasi.' 

mulla, Ifain ue Dot all lAii tMd. The commiaionen ihaHed thu Ibadulron flint iLuiwu the mart 
ctijecIlanBtJe of mj ; >nd Itiej diuinctlr ■Islfd, thu. " union tmai ntUerlal cbinge iIibII take pisce [in 
Iheamninl and mode oT cbaj^ni the dutrl. the toenue fnmi the minuracturpr or Bint gliu mud, in a 
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SUteownl of Uh NuBtar or Vtuelh tbetr ToDUf* wot Cmt, ud Ika Iniaiea Vtlns sr their 
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GUAYAQUIL, « city «nd port of Colombia, on the we««ni oo«st of South 
AmeriOiUt. S" 11' 21' S., long. 79° 43' W. Populatioii, uooridng to Captun H«ll, 
SO,OD0. The town is si lusted on the btoika of the riTer of the bwdb name, ebout 6 ot 7 
leuues 6om the IsU Verde, or Sleagoei from the Ida Pufia, in the Gulf of Ousysquil, 
opponle to the moulh of the river. Shipa bound for Guayaquil generally call at the 
laU Puna, where expert pilots may be bad, who oany them up lo the town by night 
or by day, aecording to the state of the ddea. The town is old [ but as the bouses are 
of wood, and it has frequently suBbed from fires, much of it is oomparatiTely modem, 
and has a good appearance. There is a dry dock on the south bank of the river, wber* 
WTer«l ships of a superior construction bi 
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S2 IMPORTATION AKD EXPORTATION. [Supf. 

Tha dlitriet In whtcb GuniiU li lUuitaA hu, lai ■ conildiinbla prrtod. [Dmwd i put ot Um repDb- 
llc of Eeudoi ar^^wUr. lik> Ibn DUur B. Ainnicui lUUt It buben mltkctcd to perpetiullj re- 
guttIdi r«aluUoiii i bat GuanqnU hu Dotirltintiuidlng oontlQUad Id eaior ft cDTuLdvnMe cnnmena. 
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IMPORTATION AND EXPORTATION. —The com 
agreeably to the poven given them to that effect by the 3 & 4 H 
Did. p. 6^9. ), have appointed the undemieiitioiied phices, within 
United Kingdom, at irbicfa veiseli coming into or departing < 
bring to, for the boarding or landing or custoau officers. Every 
iiig to comply with the proriuoiu of aaid act in " ' . • - 
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were inTalved in the Utter part of 1S3S and 1 f>ST, through the prerioiu abuae of cndit, 
and the revulsion occinaiied by the univerul tlo[ip*ge of th« banks. It was dear, 
(hat haw severe loeiier in the meantime, anv check to eommeioe origiiiatiDg in nich 
eircumstancea would be of a tcmporar; deicnption ; and, in point of (act, ita influenea 
aDDu ceaaed to have any very perceptible operation, and our eiporla to the Unilad State* 

But this IB nut alL Siuce the foregoing tables were publiabed, an aocount haa been 
printed exhibiting the declared lalue of the principal articia of natiye pTodtiee and 
DuuiufactuTe exported Irom the United Kingdom in 1B39. We nibjoin thit aoonuit, 
and it i> aeen from it, that the increase in the value of the eiporta of the 19 articles 
which it embraces in 18S9 over the value of the same artielea eipoited in ISSSianioimts 
to nearly S,000,OOOL 

la principal ArUdw of BrtHih and IrMi Prodnw anJ M 



nponel In tlw Vn 


n Hiding 


UMHbor 


jumani.iaeaDdisao. 


















1 


'fM 















It is obvioua, therefore, that the ilatements 
so much mitplaced confidence, as to the i^jurioi 
our trade, and [he consequent decline of our eiports, ore not mere eiaggerations, but 
are wholly without any real foundation. The competition of Saiony, Rhenish Pnisuai 
and Belgium, is represented as the most formidable'i and if we might credit the state- 
ments put ttn'th at public meetings, and circulated by the press, as to the wonderful 
progress of manufactures In these countries, -and the destructive influence of the 
Prussian League on our trade, it might be supposed that our exports to Germany bad 
been reduced to little or nothing. But, how stands the bet ? The declared value of 
our exports to Prussia, Germany, Holland, and Belgium, since ISSO, has been — 
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It appears, Ihererore, that so far from there having been any fitlHng off In our trade 
with Germany, and the countries through which Germaoy is aupplied with manu&o- 
tured goods, our exports to them have decidedly increased, and are greater at this mo- 
ment than they were before tb^ League was organised, or those improvemenia of whidi 
we have heard so much, had made any progresa. It is not the competidoD of the 
fbreigner but of the home manufacturers against each other, that reducca prices and 
profits, and gives rise to perpetually recurring complaints of the decay of trade. 
Pronded tranquillity be muutuned at home, and Britain continue to be exempted 
from that political agitation that is the bane of industry and the curse of ever; 
country in which it prerails, we have nothing to fear from ^reign competition. Our 
natural and acquired advantages for the prosecution of manufactures and trade, are 
vastly superior to those of every other country ; and though foreigners do excel us 
in a few departments, and may come to excel us in others, so that the character and 
channels of our trade may, in consequence, be partially changed, there is not so much 
as the shadow of a foundation far supposing that its amount will be at all affected. 
On the contrary, it is all hut certain tliat it will continue to augment with the aug- 
menting wealth and population of the innumerable nations with which m have corn- 



But it has been laid, that though the declared value of our eiports in 1839 be con- 
sidersbly greater than in 1 83S, the quantitiea of raw cotton, GireigD wool, &0. entered 
for home consumption in IBSgweteiteeidedly leas than in 1838; and that, onuequaitlyi 
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tfae extduion of the eiport inae has been o*ing to Ibe decline of the home domand 
Jar nunuracture^ originating in the depressed state of thu inauu<ai:turing papulation. 
But ire doubt wLetlier there be much in this. Tbe quantity of any article entered for 
home oonsumptian b a totally diflerent thing from the r|uant!ty actualiy cvuitmEd ; uid 
it is this only that is irf the least imporlauce. Now if is plain, that to determine the 
quantity consumed, we must not only know the quantities entered Ibr consumptiiMl, but 
we must tlirther knov tbe stocks on band at the banning and end of the ye^ ; and 
before it can be truly affirmed that there has been any decline in the coDsumptiou.of 
cotton goods, it vould be necessary to knov whether the stocks of such goods in th« 
nuuiu&etureni' and dealers' handt had increased or dlminisbed. 

It Bppean from the Pari Paper, No. 8a sess. ISIO, that the cotton entered (or eon- 
Burapiion, in 1S3B, amounted to 460,756,013 Ib^ whereas in 18S9 il only amounted to 
S55, 7Sl,960lbs., being B decline of about 10S/XX>,000 lbs. But the actual oonsutnp- 
tioB did not bll off in any thing like thia proportion : on the contrary, it is stated in 
the most valuable document published on the auie of the cotton trade — the annual 
eircnlar of Messrs. Holt & Co. of Liverpool, for tbe 3Ist of December, 1S39 (anii, 
p. 441.) — that the consumption of cotton in 1838 amounted to about -116,700,000 lbs., 
and in 1839 to about 381,700,000 lbs., being B decline of only 35,000,000 lbs., which 
was wholly owing to the incrEB!« in tlie price of raw cotton ; and we haic been assured 
by those well acquainted with the fects, that ibis diminution of the consumption has 
been fUly balanced by a proportionate diminution of the stocks of manuloctured goods 
held by the manufacturers and dealers ; so that it would appear that the supposed de- 
crease of the borne demand is about as Tisionary as the supposed disastrous influence ol 
Prussian and Saion competition. The deoline in the entries of foreign sheep's wool in 
1839. as oompared with 183S, is too inconsiderable to descnc notice; but, such as it 
is, it is certainly to he accounted for in the same manner. 

No doubt, however, there has been considerable mercantile and manufecturing 
distress during the last twelve months ; but its eitent has been ridiculously exaggerated, 
and it i» besides clear that foreign competition had nothing to do with it. The distress 
that has eiistcd is wholly, or almost wholly, ascribable to domestic causa — to the rise 
in tbe rate of interest, and the pressure on the mone^ market, occasioned by the abuses 
that periodically and necessarily grow out of our vu^ous banking system, and to the 
indiSereDt harvests of 1S38 and 1839. But the reader may be assured that there is 
nothing in the situation of the uianufacturcs snd commerce of the country that should 
escite any aUrm. 

Although, howerer, we attach no weight to the exaggerated and imfbunitcd statements 
that have been so perseveringly circulated as to the decay of trade, we lie not certainly of 
the number of those who think that no change should be mode iu the aommGrcial policy 
of the country, or that it may not be very materially improved. Restrictive regulations 
and oppressive duties, though much diminished of late years, still continue to eiert a 
very powerful and mischievous influetiee over many departmenta of industry ; and are, 
in fact (supposing tranquillity to be preserved), the only thing from which it is at all 
reasonable to apprehend any serious injury. It is in all respects of the utmost im- 
portance that every practicable effort should be made for their modification and reduo- 
tion. They not only diminish ciportation, by diminishing importation, but inflict a 
grievous injury on tbe consumer, without producing any corresponding advantage to 
the revenue, to which, indeed, ihey are decidedly hostile. Perhaps, however, their worst 
eSeot conaiBlH in the handle and pretence which they afford tor all sorts of mlsrepresent- 
ition and abuse. Tliia has been strikingly evinced in the recent discussions as to the 
Com Laws. All parties, manufacturers, snd agriculturists, seem generally toentcrtain the 
most erroneous notions as to the influence of these sUIUtes. The truth is, that, in 
ordinary years, it is now, thanks to tbe spread of agricultural improvement, all but im^ 
perceptible. During the six years ending with 1837, the average price of wheat in 
Great Britain was 50i. Sd. s quartet ; and we are bold to say, that not a tittle of evi- 
dence has been, or can be produced, to show that this price would have been reduced 
St. a quarter hod the ports been all the while open to unconditional imporiation IVom 
abioad. Hence, were our nunu&ctttres really declining, or in a perilous state, which 
happily they are not, it is idle to suppose that this decline or danger could be obviated 
by the repeal of the Corn Laws. 'The influence of the latter is now little felt, except 
in unfavourable years, when the home Gri>pB are deficient; but then it is extremely 
injurious. This arises not only from the restrictions which they lay on importation at 
the time, but also from the discouragement which they give to warehousing in ordinary 
years, and, consequently, forcing the required supply tu be suddenly introduced, la the 
great derangement of the ordinary channels of trade and of the currency. Such B state 
oTthings should not be allowed lociist; and seeing that the agriculturiaCs have rentlf 
nothing to fear from the opening of the porta, sound policy would suggest that foreign 
I oom sbould be admitted at all times fur home consumption, under such a icasouabte 
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oonMant datj (St. or St. on wheal, and other gnitx in proportion) as maj be required, 
to eoDUteTTul the tnudan* peculiarly aBteting the land. The eaclunon of foreign 

3z, and the t^ulationt aa to the timtier trade, aro productiTe of nothing but miacbiefl 
hitTe not, in ttet, a lingle redeeming qualit; about them : their eSbet i> to add Terj 
materiallj to the price of a moat important necenarj of life, and of our boiuef, ihip*, 
and maohinery, and to deprive the Treutuyof at leail 1,500,0001. a year of rerenue. But 
ware the com Ian and those relating to timber and Rugar placed on a proper footing, and 
some of the more oppienive duties in our tariff, as those oD brandy and hollands, adequMd; 
reduced, the foreign competition to which we might be eipoaed would be prodnctire of 
nothii^ but advantage. Such competition ii, in realitf, the vivi^ing principle of induatry, 
cmitacueiu mortelfa carda. It gireaa nev etimulua to the inventiTe powers; at tbeaame 
time that it supplies nev products and new modes of enjoyment to reward the labour of 
the industrious. It must ever be borne in mind, that the amount of the eiporta fiom a 
eountry always depends upon, and is, in (mt, measured by, the amount of its imports ; 
and while the magnitude of the latter continues to inocease, and we A-cely open our 
ports to the products of all countries and climates, we may be sure that our exports will 
equally increase, and he found in every market 

LAMAR, formerly CoBiii,aaea-pottor the republic of Bolivia, the ci-devwit Upper 
Peru, on the west coast of South Ameiiea, in lat. 33° SS* 30" &,long. 70° IS^ W. 
Population, 8,000k ? 

In 1S33 I^nur n> dsclired a Itea port, and In It centals ilnMU the wbfte larOga mde of (he 
Ttpnblic It> Jltuallon U, howsnr, Tery annviianMe, It Isbouis UDder a (rcat wsM oC ftHli water; 
and Is obliged to Import all Hs pmltlons by sea, sIIIhi flmn Valpanlu, on the one taud, or Ann AMea, 
00 the other. Tbe iteiert of Atseuua lies batveen it and Ibe Internal sBd pc^ulous put of tlio country. 

Is coRvejed icroii the desert on tits backs of main to ths lutednrj tbegoldtfldSnT^Uwaiinfa 
bcUifl brouihl In tbe ssa» vsv to the port to be sblpped. Tbese, witk cOfpsr, '-h-^— "^ -hi-, 
■kins, form the iKindiial ufidss of export. Saltpetre la f^mnd In large qusDI 
cn^wr li (bund near tne cosit, and, owlpf to the scsrdtr oE fU«l, siost pm of It 

Iiiv«r^ca^shichoiigh(naluraLlTtobel(j^( lo SoQiia, being. In ho, tbe bla 

greatly impravlng the fVontler ot the repi^llc. v ' ~ 
which Is. Id all respects, much better tKled tban 

tjio hbolefbretgntradeorehsatsts, 
We HibMn the decne cmWItutiaE lamar a ftee iwn ;— 
l- noniBittaiAatiti^J^i'tiikpvUiflir.iBSS, 10. MmbiDt 

«l3»ryiSij5a»,iedytn|MriBi.s''-SiJ'J'p™°"^ cm Ibn 4aiiiha>^~ona~ 

•mt aS-ttl'Silti n lBS!ml!!feli«!''''°' '^T'' M rm Lnaw ibdl aai a euu^nb SpwiSnbl 

■■HlnHriA41H«ii1brHrtrfaHSD*«DnrfBt. IB. TlMdiia •TSawoail.ihiaibaHiidduE acihavvtf 

n(. Tlw r iii L M Sum otfan tmu ■ i . |if i«J. In IB ps onLiadHiali&UoaBiSaiiiAaiiitdindlbt iteS 

WMaBbi a ■imMHl DPBli rfs a. to Dh^updhdC du. ai Ika iBHan4«ii la Iki BHriw (!• aiilcli Iba (onta •>• 

e. mmeni taoiU az* B> b* ipit Inu Uia ioUtiat, Hq UAU iHds t^M <kmi For Laur t* 'Bit u ini ' 

WBi^dnltaai nTlp^iiBI. ^^^utadsniab] llu IJ. UailiiXE!lMii!bililudlD«pc>t^d«illTD,lnlal- 

tu Sj' nil^Mniirirn'ilaSri'' ^■1Saii?lin^liMllii"'^^ SSi^"*™T"°uui'i3Kd'"SSf^SfoiSr'''^ 

iaa> aw JmBJJ' JKlat I "sajl'tfia'ai'M.ty-'' Udi'lEllUAi~.sr'B^ ATiLoohi. Mk Vlno^li^ Auci™(D> 

tamm!mt,mA •rwk^BMtaHOaS.iiiaikiCaad liCiilUl>,Lnu|<iiiF,(iri1iilln,:sf ibauuL 

a u aa toa i l . tufcrf a nai lasai TSaafAaiBBIata^pniial ig. AU IwSVirTlb laFlcnlum mod mlnliv, raubmr. 

Inlhapnqh. '~^^ tavnintmti of icVfUV or iKe uli, Inn, uhI. qL^DbUts.anl 

a. TW B^ mml nk ri w^all jw a* will*! pi Mnd a nnBca iHral bAokt, m^j l« lauodi]r«E Ob ot daij tnia ilv » 









AU SneUti LIgUi _. , . 

Air^«Hiu all Uahi-bouses, floating llgbts, harbour llgt 

or auland and Wales, under the esotnl and usiiagBin , . , . — 

of tho GoomiHloBers oF Nonhem Ughu and or the Com^^nnen fm tm\m'mg tha Port o[ Ri^in. 






8opp.:i UGHT-HOUSES. «1 

thv IvuH granted bT then nf the Lonphlpt HPd SdiaIIi llfliti^ end (hcprDpeftyandiDtneatcf tbtnran 

pointed out In the ut- it ■■ alwi vnKteit th^t no new liiht-liauief 4hjUl Id future be erected dd tfia 
BcDtcJi or Irifli cout^ wiihoul ilw Jipprova] of Ibe l^nilj hcpuk fuvLDs been jnrioualj flbt^ned i and 
thjit the Qlflcen at Ilia kuter thall hare puwer m all tivon to epler upon end eiualne lucb Scotch mad 

iiumiihiL— (ti«.s.v«c.) 

BriliBb Ihlpt, Jind all foivigu piivilagod aJiipt, ttn wholly Jn bJtllut, ahall peTlk per too each lime of 
puiinfrflach liphtoik the couti of ScutUnd, with the eaceptioa dJ Lbe Bell Rock lljJit, the clterge oo 

^i<ra Da<n « i^iui^ StAr pW^J<(Crf — Tbcee ue no lonnr to be piiU out oflbe euBau' dulin to 
the lYlDLiy Houae, the LonuolHloneri of NortJiem Uvhu, or the ConunuaUivwi fix Impforina the PotI 
ofDuliUn-lirSLHO 

toaarp<it orplaoe wJtLioor near the nren EltK aod Weaer, are to be charged Id. per ton. on aecounl 

of Uie Beli^land liaht^ and, (Vom the Hme date, forei^ >bi|je, artttlnA at a Brjtlab port frum wllhio 

The fallowing pulicilUn, at to the principal Bntiah aod '^-"^ '--''■ ■--"— ■- *-— '-■-— "- - 
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LISBON In return fijr tb> privilege conceded to the Portugutae under the 

Heihuen treaty (Did. p. 1177.), of admitting Uieir wine* to entrir for eomuinptiaii ia 
Great Britain, at 2-3d> the duty charged on Frencb Wines, British woollen* were ad- 
mitteil into Portugal at a duty of 1.5 per cent. Thii rata of duty waa aAerwardx ex- 
tended to all Britiih article* ; nnd, since 17B2, it hai been charged ■ecordioff to a tariff 
or T^uation filed that year. But, with the eiception of gooda from Braiil, all other 
foreign goods consumed in Portugal paid a duty of SO per cent. Theae distinctions are 
now, howerer, at an end ; the subjoined decree having filed the duty on ail gooda ad- 
mitted to GonsnmptioD in Portugal, without regard to their ori^n, at 15 per cent. This 
regulation waa a good deal compluned of here, but without reason. Having Judiciously 
equalised the duties on French and Portuguese wines, we had no right or title to eipect 
that the Portuguese should continue to render us the stipulated equivalent oF what we 
hod ounclves withdrawn. In sa far, too, as we are concerned, the e ange U not really 
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isibly aSect our trade with PortugaL Wo 



""""fei'™ ^^^'^ 






MAHOGANY. — 'Die dutjr on fiireign nubogany has been reduced to HL par toik 
— (6 47 ffittt cap.eo.) 
MAIULLA. 

AuMutorUHiQaantitTud Value of itis Produce eipofted fRim UinlUa tat )<n. 















MONTEVIDEO, b sea-port, and the capital of the republio of Uruguaj, on the 
north bank of the Rio de Is Plata, lat. 34° 54' 11" S., long. 56° 13' 18" W. Popula- 
tion variously estimated ; hut may probably he about 13,000. The toirn is btult in the 
form of an amphitheatre, on a regular plan, and ia well lbTti6ed. It ha* auffered much 
from die •arious reralutionB to irhich it has been subject during the last SO yean. 

UontevLdea ii iihutHl ^ 3' 33" W. or Cape SI. Utry, the norlhem limit or the aEoboucburc of the 
LaPlAta, Veueli rrom the nqrth bound to Uontevldn sentinllj nule thii cape, entering ibe rivet 

thelileoT Flore^onwIilchliillBhi-houMllsniel ibore tke Ind orthe>ea,irUh ■ lendtlne ll«ti. 
Ftdib Fiona to Bcnlevldeo li IS nlica In a direct line, aod Eba couth W. Iv & bT winicia i, ligM- 
bowe, tti feet abon the Ivrel c/the Ki, bu beea arecM on the •umodt oTtbe HontvildeiL wbesee lbs 
town bai Itt ume. ne latter ii built on a pn^ectlnt tooaue of land, the vnt beUi( n IB & ilda. TUil, 
which !• tbe bat on the Ia Plata, li a brge DireBlsr bnb open to the & W.i genenllr the intar Is 
•hallow, not sxecediDifton 14 to IS ftet, but the bottom belncMiR mud, iokU are Midom danucad 1^ 
nauodljaa. It ihoul^ lHnntef,be(ib«rTedthic Ihedeptb or water in the harbour, ai well HthrDiighoiit 

3. W. wind, cilled funvcnw, blawi rtibt Into the bay er Montevideo with much fotce. not unfreqnently 
cauring a iIh oT a MMa or more In the deMh of water t But It rarely occaiioni much damage to 
TWiula pnperiT mooTed with anchon to the S.VT,, S. B.. snd one (d the N, — IBInu'i AmeriotH PoA 
nHE-SSS-t CwNcrMM-lBPitarH.Ae.) 

Houtevidco hai a coniMRabl* eommaice, Tba great aiticlee oT export conilit of anlffialjiroduetj, or of 
hlde>.p«« and beef, tallow, boiKLgreaK, wool, Ao. He Impuiti pUndnlly caoiiatuf BrlUriicotlona, 
wodUrii, and hardware, Oout, wtne and inlilu, linens wfar, tobacco, boou and diaei. Hit, he The 
Adlowlng tabls ^ve a riew of Ibe trade aodBavleatioD f« WouUTldaa In 18M aul 1S3S. 

linvrO. —ne entire vahi* of the diflhnnt arficlat Imported Into Honlerldwt, in 1835, were eaUmilEd 
at 3JSi,Vli doUan. The quantities and value tf wnie of the (sinidpal artldei were as Mlow: — 
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OUTIBS ON IMPORTS -coMhiiMi. 

fa HatiomtU orFtiMign VetmUt at MominUto 

S AtlOant when wheat is worth 9 to 6 dollan. 
1 dolUu, when wheat it worth 6 to 10 dollan. 
NotiUni;, when wheatis worth ahuva 10 dollan par ftn«ga. 



Goods transhipped, w shipped out of hond. pay 8 par cant. 
" ' oods, shipped in vessels oC less than l50 tons buiden, 
ports of the Unignaj and Paragui^. paj only 1 per 



Fordgn Roods, shipp 



cant, 
t. All goods imported, paying duties, are snti)aet 

to pay an additional 1 per cent, to the oon- 

snlado : 4 per cent, to the hospital ; and,fiir 

the extinctiaa of copper money*. 1 par cent. 

additional on all goods that pa; 5 per cent. 
Od all goods that pay 19, 15. and SO par cent. 

On ail goods mat pay 85 per eent. 

Onflour . . .. . 

On wheat - > • • 



8 

5 

10 

8 



* nria has. much to the honoar of the anthoritias and 
already aooompUihad ; bat the da^ is main- 



DUTIES ON EXPORTS- 1 

in NtHomal or Fontgn V«$mU. 

If the drani^ of water do not exceed 

9 feet Burgos measure. 50 dollars. 

9 to 10 feet. 60 ~ 

10-11 - 70 — 

II -.18 — 80 ~ 

18 — 18 - 100 — 

18*.. 14 — 180 — 

14 — 15 — 140 — 

15 — 16 — 160 . 
16—17 — 190 — 
17 — 18 — S80 — 

Jfonies. Waghtap amd Meantm. —Paper moMy there is 

Current money the BraiUian pataoon and Spanish dolU* 



{ 



dollar, or 1 hard 



tber pass for 960 

100 cents make a real. 

800 cents, or 8 reals, make a dollar. 

960 cent*, or 9 reals 60 cents, make li < 

Attllmr gg pataCOB. 

Weights and meaaurea aama as thoae of Spain; (or whidi 
see Cajuz. in the Diet. 

We are indebted for the above yaluable information to John Hall, Esq., Vioe.Consul at Liverpool for 
tkt tepaUBootVngoaf, 

MOULMEIN, or MAULMAIN, a sea-port town of India beyond the Ganges, 
cap. British prov. Martaban, at the mouth of the great river Than-lueng, having 
N. the Birmese town of Martaban, on the opposite side of the river, and W. the island 
of Balu, which serves as a natural breakwater to defend the port from the heavy seas that 
would otherwise be thrown in from the W., 100 m. S.S.E. Rangoon, 27 m. N.N.E. 
Amherst ; lat. 16° SCf N., long. 97° 38' E. It was founded so late as 1825, when the 
site was selected by Sir A. Campbell as eligible as well for a commercial as a military 
station. It is about 200 feet above the level of the river, and extensive and fertile plains 
stretch eastwards from it towards the mountains. Its port is good, and, from its exten- 
sive command of internal navigation, it promises to become a considerable emporium. 
The principal articles of export are teak timber and rice ; but there is also a consider- 
able export of tobacco, stick-lac, betel >nut, ivory, cutch, cocoa-nut, &c. The imports 
consist principally of European cotton goods, and marine stores. The principal trade 
of the place has hitherto been carried on with Calcutta, Madras, Rangoon, and Pinang ; 
but, in 1837, a direct trade was commenced with London. Ship-buUding is carried on 
to a considerable extent. We have no recent accounts of the population ; but, probably, 
it is not under 8,000 or 10,000. An English newspaper (the Maulmain Chronicle), from 
which we borrow the following details, is published once a week : — 

** In order to exhibit, at one view, the decided increase of our trade in 1837 over the preceding year, 
we place the totals to and flrom each port in Juxtaposition. 



Calcutta 

Madras 

Straits • * 

Rangoon • 

Tcnasserlm Coast 

Othv Ports 


IinpoKtSa 


CalcntU 
Madras 
Straits 
Mauritias 

Tenanerim Coast 
Other Ports 




1896. 


1887. 


Increase. 


1896. 


1897. 


Increase. 


Rs. 

5.56.819 
77.808 
51.688 

49,790 
84.510 


Ba. 
9.38,891 
1.99,476 

91,187 
1,97,588 

58,174 

41.455 


Ba. 

8.88,078 

61.674 

89.515 

95.658 

8,444 

6,945 


Rs. 

94,844 
86.800 
49.990 

ifii,457 
88,614 
WJ090 


Rs. 

8,08,011 
1,89,995 
56,998 
84;305 
1.48,081 
18.471 
88.609 


Ra. 

1.19,767 

97,795 

7,608 

84.905 

10,519 


Total m 


8,65.857 


lifiOfifm 


5.95.908 




Total . 


4,84,995 


6.68,410 8.49,415j 



•* From this it will appear, that the imports have increased nearly six lacs of rupees, and the exporta 
two lacs and a halC Among the imports, the increase is found chiefly under the head of marine stores, 
apirituous liquors, and articles of European and Birmese manufkcture. Among the exports, it is found in 
the suple {Mroductions of the country, rice and timber. Under the head of imports, we may notice that 
five lacs of rui>ees were received during the year into the government treasury ; to whidi may be added, 
what does not appear in our statement, about half a lac of rupees, perhaps, from the Mauritius, for 
the purchase of cargoes of rice and timber. Under the head of exports, also, it would not, we think, be 
improper to include the estimated value of the vessels built and launched during the year at the several 
dock-yards. The following is a very roufl^ estimate : — 

Now TomiaiM. Estimated Valoe. 

VesseU launched . .9 - 85U0 . 250,000 

Ditto fitted for sea ... . 125,090 



Total 



- Rs. S75,0C0 



•* We are not aware that the node in which our statementa are drawn up requires any particular 
explanation. The word " Sundries " may be, perhaps, thought too comprehensive, but we have divided 
it among articles of European, Indian, Chinese, and Birmese produce or manufacture. 

** The following is a sUtement of the imports into Maulmain from the neighbouring Shan States 
during 1837 : — 



Elephants » 

Ponies 

Buflbloes 

Cows and BuUodcs 

Sundries 



No. 
. 68 
- 146 

99 
. 3480 



Value. 

13,600 

17,520 

990 

45.000 

4,500 

Rs. 81/110 
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NAUPLIA. (See GREECE.) 

NEWSPAPERS.— Ad impartsot alteration w» made in I8S«, in the duties on 
and in Uie regulatioiu relating to, neirapapera. The act 6 * 7 WilL 4. cap. 76. hai rt 
p«aled the fbrmet dutj on neinpaper statnps ( OicHonan/, p. 837.), and ha* imposed ii 
its stead the duties ipedGed in the fullowiag schedule ; — 






*""""'"""53,£' 
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iMsiu, kc— A discount of IS ^ cent, is to be aUawcd on the ibo'e dutlei «■ BewijKpert printed 
lS38,at.l)«nijn«Xiinciivsntnipordi«rt«ll1wu*SftJWhncwip>W'-l^ * 
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No peraon is to pnai or pubiuo a newspaper until after a declaration has been made and lodged at the 
Stamp-Office, oontuning certain particulars (specified in the act), as to the names and addresses of the 
printer, and certain of the pn^rietors of such paper, &c., under a penalty of SOL P«vons wilfblly making 
a false or defective declaration are, upon conviction, to t>e deemed guilty of a'misdemeanor. -. (| \ 6, 7.) 

There are a number of regulations intended to provide for the discovery and liability of the printer and 
proprietors, the security of the duties, and the prevention of the sale of unstamped papers. A penaltv of 
SOL is iroposed on any person printing, puldishing, selling, &c. newspapers not duly stamped ; and it is 
declared to be lawfUI for any officer of stamps, or any person authorised by the commisuoners in that 
behalf, to sdze any such oflRsnder, and take him t)efore any justice having jurisdiction where the offbnce 
is committed, who shall summarily determine the matter, and upon conviction and defsult of payment, 
shall commit such oflfbnder to prison for some term not exceeding 3, nor lets than 1, calendw month. 

— H 17.) 

' Penalty fbr sending abroad newspapers not duly stamped, 501. — {\ 18.) 

Justices may grant warrants to search for unstamped newspipers, and to seiie presses, &c. used in 
printing the same; and on refusal of admittance, ofSciers may break open doors, Ac. Persons resisting 
officers liable to a penalty of 20/. ~ (H 22, Sa) 

Influence of the Reduction of the Duty, — The duty which formerly amounted, deduct- 
ing the discount, to S^L {Dictionary, p. 828. ), being now reduced to Id., the price of the 
great majority of the London newspapers has been reduced from 7c2. to 5d, Provincial 
papers, which are got up at comparatively little expense, are now sold generally at 4^ 
or 4ci. ; and this, also, is the case with one or two of the metropolitan journals. The 
newsman's profit on selling a quire, or 27 papers, at 7cU, used to be 2<. 9<2i : it is now on 
the 5cU papers 2e. 3d. 

The reduction of the price has occasioned a considerable increase in the demand for 
the old or established papers ; and a considerable number of new weekly papers have also 
started into existence since the reduction of the duty in the metropolis and throughout 
the country. Hitherto, however, no new daily paper has been estid[)lished. The Tables 
in the Dictionary, article Newspapers, exhibit the circulation of each of the principasL 
papers, and. the total consumption of stamps, in each of the three years ending with 
1835; and will, consequently, serve as standards by which to measure the precise 
influence of the late change on the demand for each paper. The general influence 
of the new system is seen in the subjoined table. 

If it were proper to reduce the duty, and to preserve it at a uniform level) the new 
•arrangements are, perhaps, as unexceptionable as any that could be devised. But we are 
not sure but that the better way would have been to have assessed the duty on an act 
valorem principle, making it in all cases, a certain aliquot part of the price. 

Rbturk of the Number of Stamps issued to the diffbrent Newspapers in England and Wales, Scotland, and 
Ireland, during each of the Three Years ending the 5th of January, 1839. (Compiled from the Pari. Paper » 
No. 548. Sess. 183a) N. B. The reduced rate of duty took eflfect on the Idth of September, 1836. 



Emolans. 

London papen 
Protindial papen • 

ISOOTLAMD. 

Scotch papcn 

Ibblahs. 

Dublin pspcn * • 
UKh country pap«a 

Total stainpt - 


1836. 


Total. 


1837. 


Total. 


1838. 


ToUl. 


44f. 

Stamps. I 


ad. 

3 tamps. 


\4. 
Stamps. 


\d. 
Stamps. 


81,780,«56 
9,559,585 

8,943,983 

8,848,748 
8,044,657 


Id. 
Stamps. 


kd. 
Stamps. 




Id. 
Stamps. 


Stamps. 


88,681,367 
16,847,676 

4,888,870 

8,998/171 
8,308,987 


13,r>67.85S 
5,744,683 


85,185 
33/)00 


8,884,839 
3,754,668 


43,040 
87,300 


89.464,980 
14,837,843 


804,730 
198,530 


89.669,650 
15,036,573 

3,973,116 

3,043,513 
8,849,693 


88,510,881 
15,989,438 


171,086 
858,844 




Supplements. 


News- 
papers. 


.Supple- 
menu. 


News. 

papers. 


Supple- 
ments. 


iM cw tpopcxf* 


8,941,883 


8,100 


3,893,7K) 


79,400 


4,116^8 


111,884 


%d. 
News. 

papers. 


i<r. 

News- 
papers. 


\4' 
Supple- 
ments. 


i<r. 

News. 
papers. 


Supple- 
ments. 


Id. 
News- 

papen. 


\d. 
Supple- 
ments. 


1,497,383 
1,805,707 


745,685 
836,950 


5,800 
8,000 


8,990,488 
8,883,338 


53,085 
86,360 


8,989,455 
8,896,186 


68,616 
18,791 


• 


- 






- 


08,517,889 


- 


\ 


53,978,339 


. 


- 


54,458,411 



Rbtcrn of the Amount of Advertisement Duty paid hj the different Newspapers in England and Wales. 
Scotland, and Ireland, during each cS the Three Years ending the 5th of January, 1839. (Compiled 
as above.) 



London papers 

Scotch papers ... 
Dablin papen .... 
Irish counbcy papers «. . . • 


1836. 


1S37. 


1838. 


£.. $. d. 

40,640 3 

44,441 6 8 

10,668 13 6. 

4,409 14 n 

4,083 4 


L. $. d. 

39,085 3 6 

48,879 10 7 

11,687 8 6 

4,500 8 

4,056 6 8 


L. ». i. 

44,448 17 

60,685 5 5 

13,006 7 6 

4,505 17 

4,185 6 


104,843 1 8 ' 108,148* 11 3 1 116,781 18 11 



It is seen irom the first of the above returns, that the principal increase has been 
in the circulation of English provincial papers, which has risen from 9,559,585 in 1836f 
to 16,247,676 in 1838, being a rise of about 70 per cent. In Ireland, 'the stamp 
duty, previously to the reduction, was lower than in Britain, and the measure has 
consequently had comparatively little influence in that part of the empire. 
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OLIVE OIL In consequence of petitions and representations from the woollen 

manufacturers, setting forth the serious injury they sustained from the oppressive duty 
of 82. Ss. a tun laid on olive oil (Diet, p. 862.), it has been reduced 50 per cent., or to 
42. 4s, a tun. — (4 & 5 Will. 4. c. 89. § 15.) The reduction does not, however, extend 
to oil brought from Naples or Sicily ; but her Majesty is empowered, if she see causey 
to reduce the duty on such (nl to 42. 4<. a tun, by an order in counciL This exception 
is understood to have been made in the view of facilitating n^otiations with the King 
of Naples for a reduction of the exorbitant duties laid on pilchards and other British 
articles imported into his dominions. It is to be hoped that these negodations may be 
speedily brought to a satisfactory conclusion ; for the largest portion by fiur of the olive 
oil made use of here being brought from Naples (Gallipoli, see Diet. p. 863.), the con- 
tinuance of the high duties on it goes for to nullify the measure. Those who take into 
view the importance of olive oil in the arts, particularly in the woollen manufocture^ 
and are aware that the revenue derived from it has not exceeded SOfiOOi, a year, will 
probably join with us in opinion, that the duty should either be repealed^ or reduced to^ 
at most, 21 28. a tun. 

OPIUM. 

Account of the Quantity and Value of the diflTerent Sorts of Indian Opium imported into China during 

the Nine Years ending with 1835-36. 



Season 1827-28 

— 1828-29 

— 1829-30 

— 1830-31 

— 1831-32 
-. 1832-33 . 

— 1833-34 

— 1834-35 

— 1835-36 


Patna. 


Benares. 


Malwa. 


Tatal. 1 


Chests. 


Value. 


.Chests. 


Valne. 


Chests. 


Vahie. 


Cbeett. 


Vahiew 


4,006 
4,831 
5,564 
5,085 
4,442 
6y»10 
7,893 
7,658 
9,011 


DoU. 
4,019,350 
4,574,650 
4,820,448 
4,454,809 
4,234,815 
5,115.126 
5,023,175 
4,368,245 
6,713,195 


1,128 
1,130 
1,579 
1,575 
1,518 
1,880 
1.642 
2,549 
2,005 


DoU. 
1,105,805 
1.029,585 
1,329,129 
1,335,395 
1,448,194 
1,455,603 
1,066,459 
1,427,604 
1,407,510 


4,401 
7,171 
6,857 

12,100 
8,265 

15,403^ 

11,715 
9,982 

15,002 


Dott. 
5,299,920 
6.928,880 
5,907,580 
7,114,059 
5,818,574 
8,781,700 
7,916.971 
5,962,930 
8,986,198 


9,535 
13,132 
• UJOOO 
18,760 
14,225 
23,603^ 
21,250 
29,089 
26,018 


Don. 
10,425,07» 
12,533,105 
12.057,157 
12,904,263 
11,»01,584 
15,352,4S» 
14,006,605 
11,758,77ft 
17,106,903 



This trade, as the readers of the Dictionary are aware {Diet. p. 865. )> has been, for a 
lengthened period, prohibited by the Chinese government and has, in consequence, beea 
conducted as a sort oi smuggling speculation. There would seem^ however, to be good 
grounds for thinking that the prohibition of the importation of opium was all along in- 
tended to be more apparent than real. At all events, it is certain that the trade has 
grown gradually up, from a small beginning, to he one of great extent anch vakie ; and 
it is contradictory .and absurd to suppose that this should have been the case, had it en- 
countered any considerable opposition from the Chinese authorities. But the truth is, 
that these functionaries, instead of opposing the trade, or even merely conniving at it, 
were parties to its being openly carried on ; and received certain regulated and large 
fees on all the opium that was imported. It has even been alleged that a part of 
these fees has found its way into the imperial treasury at Pekin, though that is more 
doubtful. The appetite for the drug increased with the increasing means of gratifying 
it ; and there appeared to be no assignable limits to the quantity that might be disposed 
of in the empire. 

The rapid extension of the trade seems at length to have awakened the attention of 
the court of Pekin to the subject. We doubt, however, notwithstanding what has been 
alleged to the contrary, whether a sense of the injurious consequences of the use of the 
drug had much to do in the matter. This, indeed, is a part of the subject as to which 
there exists a great deal of misapprehension ; and we are well assured, Uiat, provided it 
be not carried to excess, the use of opium is not more injurious than that of wine, 
brandy, or other stimulants. In truth and reality, the alarm of the Chinese government 
was not about the health or morals of its subjects, but about their bullion ! They are 
still haunted by. the same visionary fears of being drained of a due supply of gold and 
silver, that formerly haunted the people of this country. The imports of opium having 
increased so rapidly as to be no longer balanced by the exports of tea and silk, sycee 
silver began also to be exported ! The court of Pekin could have tolerated what are c^ed 
the demoralising effects of opium with stoical indifference, but the exportation of silver 
was not a thing to be endured. — It is, however, only fair to state, that the Chinese 
statesmen are not all of the Bexley school ; and that some of them appear to have taken 
an enlightened view of the question, and to have emancipated themselves from the pre- 
judices that still influence the majority of their colleagues. The statesmen in question con- 
tended, that the taste for the drug was far too deeply seated and too widely diffused to 
admit of its effectual prohibition ; and they, therefore, proposed that its importation 
should be legalised, subjecting it, at the same time, to a heavy duty. There cannot be 
a doubt that this was the proper mode of dealing with the subject. In the end, how- 
ever, the government of Pekin, influenced by unfounded theories, as to the mischievous 
efl^ of the export of the precious metals, came to a diiferent conclusion, and resolved 
to put a stop to the traffic. 
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No sooner had this resolution been adopted, than a most extraordinary change appeara 
to have taken place in the conduct of the Chinese authorities ; and their usual caution 
«eems to have wholly deserted them. They now became as precipitate and violent as 
they had previously been slow and circumspect ; and resolved at all hazards to attempt 
forcibly to put down the trade. To accomplish this, all foreigners were, in March, 
1839, prohibited from leaving Canton; and compulsory measures were at the same 
time resorted to for compelling them to deliver up the opium in their possession. 

How the affair might have ended, had our countr3rmen at Canton been left to the 
exercise of their own judgment in this crisis, it is impossible to say ; but we have been 
assured by those on whose statements we are disposed to rely, that they would most 
probably have succeeded in getting out of it with comparatively little loss. Instead, 
however, of acting for themselves, they had to act in obedience to the orders of 
Mr. Elliot, chief superintendent of the British trade in Canton ; and he, while under 
constraint, occasioned by confinement to the &ctory, and without supplies of food, 
which was withheld by the Chinese, commanded all the opium belonging to British 
subjects to be given up to him for delivery to the Chinese authorities ; declaring, at the 
same time, that *' failing the surrender of the said opium,'* the British government 
should be free ** of all measure of responsibility or liability in respect of British-owned 
opium.** 

We do not presume to offer any opinion as to the necessity or policy of this pro« 
ceeding on the part of the superintendent ; but, in consequence thereof, and of the 
unjustifiable proceedings of the Chinese, above 20,000 chests of opium, worth upwards 
of 2,000,000Z. sterling, were delivered up to Mr. Elliot by British subjects, and by him 
to the Chinese authorities ; and the latter, not satisfied with the possession of the 
opium, which it was their duty to have placed in a state of security till the matters 
with respect to it should be arranged, immediately proceeded to destroy it 1 Having 
succeeded thus far, the Chinese next insisted that the foreign merchants should 
subscribe a bond, pledging themselves not to import opium into any part of China ; 
or that, if they did, they were to be justly liable to the penalty of death. But this 
condition being refused, and no arrangement having been come to, Mr. Elliot sus- 
pended the trade on the 22d of May; and a collision has since taken place between 
a British sloop of war and some Chinese junks, when several of the latter were sunk. 
. Sundry grave questions will, no doubt, arise out of these extraordinary proceedings. 
That the Chinese have the same right to exclude opium from their empire, that we have 
to prohibit the importation of beef, or ammunition, or to lay a duty on corn, does not 
admit of any question. But in endeavouring to suppress a trade that had been carried 
on under the sanction of the authorities at Canton, all of whom had largely participated 
iu its profits, justice required that notice should have been given to the parties con* 
cemed of the intentions of government. It is necessary to bear in mind, that the 
Chinese were in the habit of frequently issuing proclamations against the importation 
of opium ; but as no attempt was ever made to give the slightest effect to these pro- 
clamations, the parties engaged in the trade were naturallv led to conclude that such . 
would always be the case. Hence the necessity for a distinct intimation being made, 
that the laws against the importation of opium were, in future, to be bond^de and 
truly carried into effect, and for fixing some period after which all parties found 
engaged in the trade would be subject to certain penalties. No valid objection could have 
been made to such a course of proceeding. The Chinese are clearly entitled to prohibit 
the importation of opium ; but neither the Chinese nor any other nation are entitled, 
after having, by a long connivance at and participation in the trade, induced foreigners 
to import a large amount of valuable property into their territories,' to pounce upon 
and seize such property on pretence of its being contraband 1 The Chinese are a 
remarkably clever people ; and it is impossible that they should not see that, in this 
instance, their government has been guilty of the grossest injustice ; and that it has 
rendered itself liable for the full value of tlie property it has so unwarrantably seized 
and destroyed. 

Suppose the British parliament had, in 1796, passed an act prohibiting the importation 
of tea ; and suppose &rther, that the collector of customs and other authorities in Liver- 
pool had paid no attention whatever to this act, but that, from 1796 down to the present 
day, they had openly countenanced the trade, that it had rapidly increased ; and that 
every year hundreds of Chinese ships laden with tea had arrived in the Mersey, saffely 
unloaded their cargoes, and sailed either with silver or other British produce on board : 
what, under these circumstances, would the Chinese have said, had the British govern- 
ment suddenly turned round and declared, *• You are engaged in an illegal trade ;'* and 
without &rther intimation have proceeded to seize and destroy all the tea belonging 
to them in England? Would not the Chinese, the Russians, French, and, in short, 
the whole world, have declared such an act to be flagrantly unjust ? And would not every 
honest man in England have said that the Chinese had been swindled ; and that the 
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government of China did not deserve to be treated with ordinary respect, if it did not 
endeaTour to procure redress for its subjects. 

Now, tfais is precisely the ease of England against the Chinese. The morality or 
immorality of the opium trade is wholly beside ^e question, lliougfa opium were ten 
aattB more injurious than has ever been represented, that would not alter the fiu$t 
that the trade in it haa been <^nly countenanced by the Chinese authorities for a 
period of more than forty years ; and such being the case, foreigners were certainly 
entitled to infer that that countenance would not sudd«ily be withdrawn ; ai^ tha^ at 
all events, their property would be respected. This, in ^t, is not a question about 
which there is any real room for doubt or difference of opinion. The cmiduct of the 
Chinese has been most unwarrantable ; and the government of this country has not 
<mly a well-founded claim for redress, but is called upon to enforce it by a just r^ard 
for the national honour and the interests of the British subjects, whose rights have been 
so outrageously violated at Canton. 

It is laid down by all writers on public law, that it depends wholly on the will of s 
nation to carry on commerce with another, or not to carry it on, and to r^ulate the 
manner in which it shall be carried on. ( Vattel, book i. $ 8. ) But we incline to think 
that this rule must be interpreted as applying only to such commercial stat^ as recognise 
the general principles of public or international law. If a state possessed of a rich and 
extensive territory, and abounding with products suited for the use and accommodation 
of the people of other countries, insulates itself by its institutions, and adopts a system 
of policy that is plainly inconsistent with the interests of every other nation, it appears to 
us that such nation may be justly compelled to adopt a course of policy more consistent 
with the general well-being of mankind. No doubt, the right of interference, in cases of 
this sort, is one that should be exercised with extreme caution, and requires strong 
grounds for its vindication. But that this right does exist, seems sufficiently clear. We 
admit that a slight degree of inconvenience, experienced from one nation r^bsing to enter 
into commercial transactions with another, or from its insisting that these transactions 
should be carried on in a troublesome and vexatious manner, would not warrant any 
interference with its internal affairs ; but this, like aU other questions of the same kind^ 
is one ot degree. Should the inconvenience resulting from such anti-social vexatious 
conduct become very oppressive on others, the parties so oppressed would have as good 
a right to interfere to enforce a change of conduct, as if the state that has adopted this 
anti-social offensive pi^cy had openly attacked their territory or their citizens. A state 
has a perfect right to enact such rules and regulations for its internal government and 
the conduct of its trade as it pleases, provided they do not exercise any very injurious 
influence over others. But should such be the case — should the domestic or commer- 
cial policy of any particular state involve principles or regulations that tren<rii on the 
rights or seriously injure the interests of other parties, none can doubt that these others 
have a right to complain ; and, if the injury be oi' a grave character, and redress be not 
obtained on complaint being made, — no reasonable doubt can be entertained that the 
aggrieved party is justified yi resorting to force. 

These principles appear to us to apply with peculiar force in the case of China. Tea, 
a peculiar product of that country, has now become a necessary of life in England ; and 
no one can doubt that a most serious injury would be inflicted on the people of Britain^ 
were any considerable impediment thrown in the way of its importation ; and as the 
arbitrary policy of the Chinese government, which is not influenced by the maxims, and 
is regardless of the forms, that prevail among civilised states, has already interrupted 
this trade, and constantly exposes it to great dangers, it certainly appears that this is a 
case for forcible intervention — dignus vindice nodus, — and that we are entitied to demand 
that the trade should 'be placed on a solid footing, that the import and export duties 
should be rendered intelligible and moderate, and that an end should be put to the 
extortion and interference of the Chinese authorities. 

PAPER. — In the edition of this Supplement issued in October, 1835, we stated, 
** The Commissioners of Excise Inquiry have made a very important suggestion with 
respect to the duty on paper. They recommend that the existing distinction between 
first class and second class paper should be put an end to ; and that a duty of l|dl per 
lb. be charged indiscriminately on all descriptions of paper. Were this recommendation 
adopted, a half would be deducted from the duty now charged on all paper used for 
writing and printing ; and the manufacturer of inferior or wrapping paper would be 
allowed to make use of tvhatever materials he pleased. This judicious suggestion will, 
no doubt, be adopted. The stimulus to consumption that would be given by the foil in 
the price of paper consequent to a reduction of this sort, makes it abundantly certain 
that the revenue would lose little or nothing by the change ; at the same time that the 
manufacturer would be relieved from several vexatious regulations, and that the gross 
injustice inflicted on authors and publishers by the paper duties would be materially 
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mitigated. To suppose that, under suoh circumstances, the duty should not be reduced, 
Wbuld be to suppose that government was not anxious to encourage, but to discourage, 
the manu&cture ; and that it preferred dealing unjustly by authors and publishers !** >— 
(See 1 4ih Report of Commisnoners of Excise Inquiry, ) 

We are glad to be able to say, that we have not been disappointed in this anticipation* 
In 1836 the duty on all writing and printing paper was reduced a half, or from 3d, to l|dL 
per lb., which is now the rate charged on ai\ paper, millboard, pasteboard, &e. The 
oppressive duty of Ifct. the square yard, charged on paper when printed or stained, over 
and above the ordinary duty on such paper, was then also wholly r^>ealed. The effect of 
this wise and judicious measure, in reducing the price*of paper used in printing, has 
already been very sensibly felt. The abolition of the discriminating duty on stained or 
printed paper has been of very material importance. The reduction of price it has 
occasioned has enabled a much larger class of persons to get their apartments papered ; 
and it has been in this way productive, not only of a groat additional demand fi>r paper, 
but of a great increase of comfort and cleanliness. 

This measure has, also, in part obviated the injustice done to authors and publishers, 
by compelling tiiem to pay a duty on the paper used in printing books previously to 
their publication ; and, consequently, before it can be known whether the books will 
sell* When they do not sell, the tax has obviously to be paid out of the capital of the 
authors or publi^ers, and the loss arising from an unsuccessfril publishing speculation 
is in<»eased by its amount. (See Diet, p. 144.) It is true that every duty on paper, 
how limited soever, operates in this way, and is, therefore, objectionable on principle ; 
but the hardship inflicted on an unsuccessful author by the existing paper duty being 
only half its former amount, is no longer of any very material importance. 

As respects revenue, too, the measure promises to be most successful. In 1835, the 
nett produce of the duties on paper, in the United Kingdom, amounted to 715,743/., of 
which the duty on stained paper produced 60,141/. This latter duty, as already seen, 
was totally repealed in 1836, and deducting it, the duty on printing uid writing papers, 
paste-board, &c, in 1835, amounted to 655,602/. Now, the rates on the latter des- 
criptions having been reduced a half, it follows, that had the consumption continued 
stationary, the duty would now have amounted to 327,801/. ; whereas, it amounted, in 
1838, to 539,789/., being an increase of 65 per cent., and we understand that the increase 
last year was still greater. The fidr presumption, therefore, is that in a year or two, 
the c<nisumption of taxed paper will be doubled, and that the revenue will have lost 
nothing by the reduction. This, in fact, is almost always the case. An oppressive tax 
on an article in general demand is never effectually reduced, without the revenue being 
in a very short time benefitted by the measure. It may be truly said of taxation,— 
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Dudt opes animumque ferro. 

Hie only thing to be r^retted, is that the pruning knife b, seldom vigorously and skil- 
fully applied. 

PATENTS. — The reader will find in the article Patents, in the Dictionary, some 
remarks on the grounds on which they are granted, and on the difficulty of legislating 
on the subject. The object in giving a patent is twofold. In the first place, it is 
intended to stimulate and reward invention ; and, in the second place, it is intended to 
prevent an invention from being lost, by obliging the inventor, when he takes out a 
patent, to describe it accurately. The difficulty in legislating on the subject is to 
hinder real lon&jide inventors from being harassed by unfounded actions, and at the 
same time to prevent quacks an4 pretenders from appropriating discoveries already 
made, to tiie injury of the public. To be useful, any law on such a subject must be 
drawn up with great care and pircun^ection. But such cerUunly has not been the 
case with the act as to patents (^5 9t 6 WiU, 4. c. 77.), passed in 1835, of which a 
copious abstract is subjoined. It is altogether one of tlie crudest and most bungling 
attempts at legislation that has ever come under our notice. It gives to'the patentee 
a right to make constant alterations in his specification ; so that it will be next to 
impossible to learn from it what the invention really is for which the patent is granted. 
Under the old law, a patentee, who made any material improvements on his invention, 
was entitled to get a new patent for the improvements, so that no ii^ury was done him 
by obliging him to make his specification quite accurate, at the same time that the 
public interests were secured. But every one naturally wishes to conceal his inventions ; 
and, instead of counteracting this principle, the new law really offers a bonus on in- 
accurate specifications, by enabling the patentee to disclaim some parts, and to amend 
others ; and he may do this over and over again, provided he obtain leave from the 
attorney or solicitor-general, to whose ** good pleasure ** the most important interests 
would thus seem to be left 1 It is not easy to imagine any thing more absurd. But 
we have little doubt, that the inconveniences that will result from it will lead to its 
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speedy repeal or amendment. Some of the other clauses seem also to be highly 

questionable. 

Anfi person having obtained Letters Patent for any Invention may enter a Disclafmer. — Any person 
«bo nath obtaiaed or shall hereafter obtain letters patent, for the sole making, exercising, &c. of any 
invention, may, if he think fit, enter with the clerk of the patents of England, Scotland, or Ireland, 
respectively, as the case may be, having first obtained the leave of the attorney-general, or solicitor- 
general in case of an English patent, of the lord advocate or solicitor-general of Scotland in the case of 
a Scotch patent, or of the attorney-general or solicitor-general for Ireland in the case of an Irish patent, 
a disclaimer of any part of either the title of the invention or of the specification, stating the reason for 
such disclaimer, or may, with such leave as aforesaid, enter a memorandum of any alteration in the said 
title or specification, not t)eing siu;h disclaimer or such alteration as shall extend the exclusive right 
granted by the said letters patent ; and such disclaimer or memorandum of alteration, being filed by the 
said clerk of the patents, and enrolled with the specification, shall be taken to be part of such letters 
patent or such specification in all courts whatever: provided that any person may enter a caveat, as 
caveats are now entered, ag&inst such disclaimer or alteration ; which caveat shall give the party entering 
a right to have notice of the application b^ng heard by the attorney-general or solicitor.general or lord 
advocate respectively ; provided also, that no such disclaimer or alteration shall be receivable in evidence 
in any action or suit (except in any proceeding by scire facias) pending at the time when it was enrolled, 
but in every such action or suit the original title and specification alone aball be given in evidence, and 
taken to be the title and specification of the invention for which the letters patent have been granted; 
provided also, that it shall be lawful for the attorney-general or solicitor-general or lord advocate, before 
granting such fiat, to require the party applying fbr the same to advertise his disclaimer oar alteration, as to' 
the said attomey.general, &c shall seem rigb^ and shall, if he require such advertisement, certify in bis 
fiat that the same has been duly made. — (§ L) 

Mode qf Proceeding where Patentee is proved not to be the real Inventor. ■—''If in any suit or action it 
shall be proved or found by the verdict of a jury that a person who has obtained letters patent for any 
invention, or supposed invention, was not the first inventor thereof, or of some part thereot^ by reason of 
some other person or persons having invented or used the same, or some (lart thereof, before the date of 
such letters patent, or if such patentee or his assigns shall discover that some other person had, unknown 
to such patentee invented or used the same, or some part thereof, before the date of such letters patent, 
it shall be lawful for such patentee or his assigns to petiMou H. M. in council to confirm the said letters 
patent or to grant new letters patent, the matter of which petition shall be heard before the judicial com- 
mittee of the privy council ; and such committee, upon examining the said matter, and" being satisfied 
that such patentee believed himself to be the first and original inventor, and being satisfied that such 
invention or part thereof had not been publicly and generally used before the date of such first letters 
patent, may report to H. M. their opinion ttiat the prayer of such petition ought to be complied with, 
whereupon H. M. may, if he think fit, grant such prayer ; and the said letters patent shall be available to 
give to sueh petitioner the sole right of using, making, and vending such invention : provided, that any 
person opposing such petition shall be entitled to be heard before the said judicial committee ; provided 
also, that any person party to any former suit or action touching such first letters patent, shall be entitled 
to have notice of such petition before presenting the same. — (^2.) 

If in any Action or Suit a Verdict pass for the Patentee^ the Judge may certify^ ^c. — If any action at 
law or suit in equity shall be brought in respect of any alleged infringement of such letters patent here- 
tofore or hereafter granted, or any scire facias to rei)eal such letters patent, and if a verdict pass for the 
patentee, or if a final decree or order be made for him, upon the merits of the suit, it shall be lawful for 
the judge who tried such action to certify on the record, or the judge who shall make such order to give 
a certificate under his hand, that the validity of the patent came in question before him, which record or 
certificate being given in evidence in any other suit or action touching such patent, if a verdict pass, or 
order he made, in favour of such patentee, he shall receive treble costs in such suit or action, to be taxed 
at three times the taxed costs, unless the judge making such second or other order, or trying such second 
or other action, certify that he ou^ht not to have treble costs. — (^ 3.) 

Mode qf Proceeding in case qf Application for the Prolongation of the TVrw. — If any person who hath 
or shall hereafter obtain letters patent shall advertise in the London Gasette S times, and in S London 
papers, and 3 times in some country paper published in the town where or near to which he carried on. 
any manufacture of any thing made according to his specification, or near to or in which he resides in case 
he carried on no such manufacture, or published in the county where he carries on such manufacture, or 
where he lives in case there shall not he any pa|>er published in such town, that he intends to a|^iy to 
H. M. in council for a prolongation of his term of sole using and vending his invention, and shall petition 
H. M. in council to that effect, it shall be lawful for any person to enter a caveat at the council office; 
and if H. M. refer such petition to the judicial committee of the privy council, and notice shall first be by 
him given to any person who has entered such caveats, the petitioner shall be heard by his counsel and 
witnesses to prove his case, and the persons entering caveats shall likewise be heard by their counsel and 
witnesses : whereupon the judicial committee may report to H. M. that a fUrther extension of the term in 
the said letters patent shall be granted, not exceeding 7 years ; and H. M. is hereby authorised and 
empowered, if he think fit, to grant new letters patent for the said invention for a term not exceeding 7 
years after the expiration of the first term : provided that no such extension shall be granted if the 
application by petition be not made and prosecuted with efTect before tlie expiration of the original tenn 
in such letters patent — (^ 4.) 

In case qf Action, 4"C., Notice to be given.— In any action brought for infringing any letters patent, the 
defendant on pleading thereto shall give to the plaintiff*, and in any scire facias to repeal such letters 
patent the plaintiff* shall file with his declaration a notice of any objections on which he means to rely at 
the trial of such action, and no objection shall be allowed to be made in behalf of such defendant or 
plaintiff" at such trial, unless he prove the objections stated in such notice: provided always, that it shall 
be lawful for any judge at chambers, on summons served by such defendant or plaintiff" on such plaintiff' 
or defendant reSjiectively to show cause why he should not lie allowed to offer other objections v/hereof 
notice shall not have been given, to give leave to offer such objections, on such terms as to him shall 
seem fit. — (§ 5.) 

Costs in Actions for infringing Letters Patent. — In any action brought for infringing any letters patent, 
in taxing the costs thereof regard shall be had to the part of such case proved at the trial, which shall be 
certified by the jud^e, and the costs of each part of the case shall be given according as either party has 
succeeded or failed therein, regard being had to the notice of objections, as well as the counts in the 
declaration, and without regard to the general result of the trial. — ( § 6.) 

Penalty Jor ustng^ unauthorised^ the Name qfa Patentee, Sfc. — If any person shall write, paint, or print, 
or mould, cast, or carve, or engrave or stamp upon, any thing made, used, or sold by him, for the sole 
making or selling of which he hath not obtained letters patent, the name or any imitation of the name 
of any other person who hath obtained letters patent, for the sole making and vending of such thing 
without leave in writing of such patentee or his assigns, or if any person shall upon such thing not 
having been purchased from the patentee or some person who purchased it fTom him. or not having the 
license in writing of such patentee or his assigns, write, paint, or otherwise mark the word ** patent.** 
the words ** letters patent," or the words " by the king's patent," or any words of the like kind, meaning, 
or import, with a view of imitating or counterfeiting the stamp, mark, or other device of the patoitce Iw 
shall for every such ofTcnce be liable to a penalty of 50/., to be recovered by action of debt, bill, Ac. in any 
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(x>urt of record at Westminster or in Ireland, or in the court of senion in Scotland, one half to H. M. and 
the other to any person who shall sue for the same: provided, that nothing herein contained shall be 
construed to extend to subject any person to any penalty in respect of stamping or in any way marking 
the word *' patent " upon any thing made, for the sole making or vending of which a patent before 
obtained has expired. — (( 7.) 

PATRAS. (See GREECE.) 

PEPPER. — The duty on pepper has been reduced from Is, to 6d. per lb.; a 
reduction that will doubtless lead to a very material increase of consumpti(». •— (6 & 7 
mU, 4. cap. 60.) 

PETERSBURGH. 

Account of the Quantity and Value of the diflbrent Articles of Russian Produce, shipped at Petersburgh 
for Great Britain, during each of the Five Years ending with J 835. — (Pari. Paper, No. fi87. Sesa. 
1836.) 





1831. 


1832. 


183.1. 


1834. 


1835. 


Articles. 


Qnantity. 


Value. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Quantity. 


Valne. 


Qwurtity. 


Valae. 


TaUow - 
Hemp 
Plax - 
Potashes - 
BrtsUes • 
Isinclass - 
Hides 
Wool* 
Iron 


PWMXSa 

3,009,166 

1,175,1.18 

SOI ,34s 

14.V20 

56,156 

4,651 

86,113 

5,929 

368,071 

Cliests. 

200,934 

Pieces. 

459,833 


RfmbU*. 
33,100,826 
7,050,828 
3,013,430 
1,149,760 
4,492,480 
1,628,900 
1,291,695 
177,870 
1,810,355 


Poods, 

3,266,647 

1,157,469 

499,541 

10,201 

33,827 

4374 

100,552 

14,314 

350,679 


Rouble: 

35,93.1,117 

6,944,814 

4,995.410 

81,608 

2,706,160 

1,705,900 

1,508,280 

430,340 

1,753,395 


iVmrfr. 

3,656,849 

1,295,886 

341,182 

19,551 

44,407 

4,530 

90,829 

33,304 

264,155 


RotMet. 

40,225,339 

7,775,216 

3,411,820 

156,408 

3,552.560 

1,585,500 

1,362,435 

999,120 

1,320,775 


Poodt. 

3,439,536 

1,246,111 

341,402 

21,621 

37,077 

2,504 

194,993 

29,873 

111441 


Ramblu. Foodr. 

37,834,896 2,380,069 

7,452,6661,319,451 

3,414^)20 .210,131 

172,968 15,786 
1,966,160 32,180 

876,400 4,151 
S,924,8»5 102,292 

896,190 28,866 

555,705 216,326 


^Rombtet. 

«6,180A»79 
7,916,706 
2,101,310 
126,288 
2,574,400 
1,4.52,8.50 
1,534,380 
865,980 
1,081,630 


Linseed 


6,028,020 


122,625 


3,678,750 


125,183 


3,755,490 


108,705 


3,261,150 


139M7 


4,171J10 


Lathwood 


114,971 


608,084 


154,521 


449,323 


112,331 


408,775 


120,194 


473,100 


118,275 


Deals 
Total value 


2,555,531 
L. 


2,555,551 


1,906,011 
L. 


1,906,011 


2,175,032 
L. 


2,175,032 


2,457,938 


2,457,938 


2,049,567 
L. 


2fi49,567 


62,444,666 


61,798,366 


66,432,026 


62,933,182 


50,174,084 


Or in ster- 
ling 


2,7n,986 


2,686.8.15 


2,888,349 


2,736,225 


2,181,482 



Law as to Ships* Stores and Provisions in Petersburgh and other Russian Ports. — Much inconvenience 
having arisen to shipmasters in Russian ports, from titeir not attending to the following regulations as to 
stores, &c., they are subjoined for their information : — 

Shipmasters arriving in ports of the Baltic from beyond the Sound, or in the ports of the Black and 
Asoflr seas fh>m beyond the Dardanelles, are allowed to pass for the use of their crews for each man of 
the same, including the shipmaster — 

Spirituous liquors, 2 ankers, 14 gallons ; beer or norter, 3 gallons ; wine, 1 gallon ; cofi^, 10 lbs. Russian 
weight; tea, l^ lb; Russian weight ; sugar, 40 lbs. Knssian weight, S6Ib«. English. 

Duty is to be paid on any overplus found on board the Vessels, if such goods be admitted to duty. Note 
— If -the overplus be entered, it is not confiscated ; if not, it is confiscated, and a. fine levied of Jive timet 
the duty on admissible goods, and twice the sale value on prohibited goods. 

POST-OFFICE. — Transmission of Newspapers hy Post. — The reader will find under 
the article Post- Office, in this impression of the Dictionary , a full account of the law as 
to the transmission of newspapers and letters by post, with the rates of charge on the 
same, &c. We subjoin the following statements from the act, 1 Vict. cap. 34., relating to 
the transmission of newspapers by post, for the information of those who may possess 
copies of the former impressions of the Dictionary. 



United Kinedmn. — Printed newspapers liable to the stamp 
duty and duly stamped, which have passed or which are to 
pass by the general post within the United Kingdom, will be 
delireied fVee of all charge, being no longer subject to penny 
or twopenny post rates as heretofore. 

Newspapers not having passed or to pass through the general 
po>t, bat which are put mto and delivered through the penny 
or twopenny post of any city, town, or place, will be charged 
Id. on each delivery. 

Briiith ColouieB and PMjefftbnt.— Printed newspapers, duly 
stamped, addressed to any of her Majesty's colonies and pes- 
Mssions beyond seas (sent by her Majesty's packets), will be 
ibrwarded free of charge ; if to be sent by private ships, a 
postage of Id. each must be paid on putting them into a po»t- 
office. 

Newspapers sent to India, the Cape of Good Hope, New 
South Wales, &c., will no longer be charged by weight, but Id. 
each. 

^Newspapers printed In the British colonies and possessions. 
Drought to the United Kingdom by her MiO^^j'^ packets, will 
be delivered free of charge : if brought by private ships, th^ 
will be charged \d. each on delivery. 

NewspaiMTs mav be sent from one British colony to another, 
via the United Kingdom, by her Majesty's packets, free of 
postage. 

Foreifin P<»i«.— Printed newspapers, duly stamped, addressed 
to the undermentioned countries and places, may beforwardtd 
hy her Majesty's packets free of charge, viz. : 

France. 



Hamburg. 

Bremen. 

Denmark. 

Greece. 

Corfu and Ionian Islaixis. 



Buenos Ayrcs. 

Columbia. 

Caraccas. 

Carthagena. 

Bogota. 

Hayti, or St. Domingo. 



If sent by private ships. Id. each must be paid on putting 
thcra into a post-office. 

Newsiiapem published in any of the afore-named countries 
and places, and brought by her Mivjesty's packets, will l« de- 
livered free of charge, except tho!>e from Fr<.nce, which are 



liable to (d. each on delivery : if brought by private ship 
they will be charged id. each. 

Printed newspapers, duly stamped, and sent by her Mi^tyli 
packets, or by private ships, to other foreign countries and 
places not enumerated in the preceding list, must be charged 
z<f. each whoi put into the post: — newspapers from such 
countries, brongnt into the United Kingdom by her Mi^estvli 
packets, or by private ships, will be charged Srf. each upon oe- 
11 very. 

Newspapers intended to be sent either to die British colonies 
and posseiisions. or to foreign parts, must be put into the post 
within 7 days after the day on which they were published ; and 
foreign newspapers must be printed in the language dl the 
country from which they have been forwarded. On failure of 
either of these provisions, they will be charsed as letters. 

If the person to whom a newspaper firora the British colonies, 
or from fbreign parts, is directed shall have removed from the 

Slace to which such newspaper shall be addressed prior to the 
elivery thereof at the place of its address, it mav (provided it 
has not been opened or used, but not otherwise), be re-directed 
and forwarded to such person at any other place within tlie 
United Kingdom free of any additional cnarge ; but if it 
shall have been opened or used, it will, on re-direction, be 
charged with the rate of a single letter flroin the place at which 
It shall have been re-directed or re-posted, to the place where 
delivered. 

General ReguUaiona.-r All newspapers fbi warded by post must 
be sent without covers, or in covers open at the 'sides : they are 
oUterwlse charoMble with postage as letters. 

Newspapers/BritLkh or fineign, containing any letter paper, or 
thing enclosed, or with any writing or marks of reference or 
in&nnation whatever upon them, or upon the covert, other 
than the ad^bress, will be charged with treble the duty of letter 
postage. 

Postmasters are authorised and required to examine and 
search all newspaper* to protect the revenue from fraud; and 
the postmaster-general is empowered by the act of parliunent 
to proceed against parties attempting any frauds upon the !«• 
venue tluoai{h the medium of newspapen. 
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Postage of Letters, <» We stated in our last Supplement that it was probable that 
the Post-office regulations with regard to the postage and transmisaon of letters, 
would speedily be plae^ on an entirely different footing ; and in that anticipation we 
have not certainly been disappointed. It was obvious, indeed, to any one at all 
acquainted with what has been going on for these few years past, that the late rates of 
postage could not be much longer maintained. The &ct that the Post-office revenue had 
continued nearly stationary during the twenty years ending with 1 838, notwithstanding 
the vast increase in that period of population and of the intercourse between the differ- 
ent parts of the empire, was a conclusive proof that the rates of postage had been carried 
to a vicious excess ; and that in the arithmetic of the Post-office, as well as of the 
Customs, two and two, instead of always making four, sometimes make only one. The 
effectual reduction of these rates was, therefore, urgently required, not only because of 
the importance to a commercial and manufacturing community of having the charge for 
the conveyance of correspondence fixed at a moderate amount, but because it was all 
but certain that moderate rates of postage would be more productive of revenue. It 
did not however follow, that because an average charge of Id. or 7^ eac^ on all 
letters conveyed by post, was very decidedly too much, that an invariable charge of 
Id,, whether the letter were conveyed 1 mile or 1,000 miles, was the precise Umit 
that should be adopted! This was to rush from one extreme to another, and 
to endanger a considerable, amount of revenue without any equivalent advantage. 
It must, no doubt, be admitted that the proposal for a uniform penny rate of postage 
had many recommendations in its favour. Being calculated at once to obviate trouble 
and save expense, it could not fail to be acceptable (what reduction of taxation is not ?) 
to a large portion of the public, particularly to persons engaged in business. We 
believe, however, that the scheme was more indebted for ito popularity to the oppres- 
siveness of the old rates of postage than to any intrinsic merits of its own. Had these 
been reduced four or five years ago to a reasonable amount — that is, had letters of 
1 oz. weight coming from Scotland or Ireland to London been reduced to 6d., and 
other letters in proportion, and mercantile circulars been allowed to pass under covers 
open at the ends at Id, or 2d, each, we venture to say that the clamour for a uniform 
rate of penny postage would not have made any way. But in this, as usually happens 
on similar occasions, those who delay to make reasonable and necessary concessions, at 
the outset, are, in the end, compelled to concede a great deal more than would at first 
have been satisfactory. This, at all events, has been eminently true in this instance. The 
clamour for a uniform penny rate became too powerful to be resisted; and par- 
liament, whether it were so inclined or not, was obliged to lend its sanction to the 
measure. The Act 2d and 3d Victoria, cap. 52., for regulating the duty on postage, 
did not indeed enact that the charge for conveying letters of a given weight should, 
in all cases, be reduced to Icf. ; but it was introduced for the avowed purpose of 
enabling the Treasury to take the necessary steps to bring the change about with the 
least inconvenience to all parties. In this view it gave the Treasury power to alter 
and reduce the rates of postage, without reference to the distance which letters may 
be conveyed, according to the weight of the letters, and not to the number or descrip- 
tion of their enclosures : it also gave them power to adopt such regulations as they 
might think expedient as to stamped covers or envelopes ; to suspend parliamentary 
franking, &c. 

In virtue of the powers so conveyed, the Treasury have issued regulations by which 
all inland letters, without regard to the number of enclosures or the distance conveyed, 
provided they be paid when posted or despatched, shall. 

If not exceeding | oz. weight be charged Idf. ; I oz. 2r/. ; 2 oz. Ad. ; 3 oz. 6<f. ; and so on, 8<f. being added 
for every additional ounce up to 16 oz., beyond which, with the following exceptions, no packet, whether 
subject to postage or not, is received : — 

1. Parliamentary petitions and addresses to her Majesty. 

S. Parliamentary proceedings. 

3. Letters and packets addressed to or received from places beyond sea. 

4. Letters and packets to and from public departments, and to and firom public officers thajfc formerly 

franked by virtue of their offices. 

5. Deeds if sent open, or in covers open at the sides. They may be tied with string and sealed/ in 

order to prevent inspection of the contents, but they must be open at the sides, that it may be 
seen that they are entitled to the privilege. 
With these exceptions, all packets above Uie weight of 16 oz. will be immediately forwarded to the 
Dead Letter Office. 
But all letters not paid when they are posted or despatched are charged double the above rates. 
All parliamentary and official franking has been put an end to ; but members of either house of par- 
liament are entitled to receive petitions to parliament free of charge, provided such petitions be sent in 
covers open at the ends, and do not exceed 6 oz. weight. « 

N. B. The regulations as to the postage of foreign letters depend to a considerable degree on the 
varying regulations of foreign states, and could not, therefore, be advantageously noticed vin this place. 

An important part of the new plan, suggested by Mr. Hill, of enclosing letters in 
stamped envelopes, has not yet come into operation. But it is in a fcNrward state ; and 
when it is carried into effect, it will, by affording an opportunity for purchasing enve- 
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lopes beforehand, obviate the trouble that is now occasioned by the payment of letters 
when they are posted. 

Such are the more prominent features of the new system ; and none can deny that 
it has the recommendations of simplicity and cheapness in its fitvour, and that it will 
greatly &cilitate correspondence. But it may notwithstanding be doubted, whether its 
adoption was expedient. It is no doubt very convenient for merchants, bankers, mid- 
dlemen, and retail dealers to get letters for Id, that previously cost them 7<L or 7^ ; 
but their satisfaction is not the only thing to be attended to in forming a fair estimate 
of the measure. The public exigencies require that a sum of above fifty millions a year 
should be raised, one way or other ; and so long as we are pressed by an imreasoning 
necessity of this sort, it is not much to say in £ivour of the repeal or diminution of any 
tax, that those on whom it fell with the greatest severity are delighted with the re- 
duction. Sugar has in England become a necessary of life ; and its consumption, to say 
the least of it, is quite as indispensable to the bulk of the people, and especially to the 
labouring classes, as the writing of letters. But would it, therefore, be a wise measure 
to repeal the duty on sugar, or to reduce it to 1<. a cwt. ? It has been alleged, indeed, 
that taxes on the transmission of letters are objectionable on principle, and should 
therefore be repealed, independently altogether of financial considerations ! But it is 
easier to make an allegation of this sort than to prove it. AH taxes, however imposed, 
if they be carried (as was the case with the old rates of postage) beyond their proper 
limits are objectionable ; but provided these be not exceeded, we have yet to learn why 
a tax on a. letter should be more objectionable than a tax on the paper on which it is 
written, on the food of the writer, or on fifty other things. 

It has, however, been contended, that in this iq^tance there will be no loss of re- 
venue, and that the increase of correspondence growing out of the reduction of the 
postage will be so vast as fully to balance the reduced rate of charge. That there will 
be a very large increase in the number of letters posted is abundantly certain ; but, we 
apprehend, it will &11 far short of this. Notwithstanding all that has been said about 
the fiavr scribendi, we believe that letter- writing b generally looked upon as a duty 
rather than a pleasure ; and it does not follow, when the expense of postage is reduced, 
that the occasions for writing letters are proportionally increased. The period since 
the new system was introduced is much too short to allow of any fitir estimate being 
formed of its results ; though we believe that, in so far as the experiment has been trie{ 
it has not realised the anticipations of its more sanguine advocates. 

The following statement of the probable results of the new system was drawn 
up before it was commenced. Perhaps it will turn out not to be very wide of the 
mark. 

The total grots receipt of the Post-office revenue of the United Kingdom, deducting 
overcharges and returned letters, amounted, in 1837, to 2,339,7392. : the expenses of 
the establishment for the same year amounted to 681,2592., leaving a nett revenue of 
1, 658,4802. It is almost needless to say that there is no probability whatever that the 
expenses of the Post-office will be lessened by the rate of postage being reduced to U. 
On the contrary, it is all but certain, from the greatly increased number of letters, that 
these expenses will be very materially increased. Supposing, however, that the Post- 
office expenses remain constant, it will require the enormous number of 163,502,160 
penny letters annually to pass through the Post-office to defray the cost of the esta- 
blishment ; and no fewer than 561,537,360 such letters would be required to prevent 
any loss of revenue. But though the number of letters passing through the Post- 
office under the penny rate may be fairly expected' to exceed the first of these amounts, 
it is probable that a pretty long period will elapse before it comes up to half the 
second. 

Taking the return published by the Postage Committee^ of the number of letters 
passing through the Post-office in the week ending with the 22d of January, 1838, 
for a basis, it ai>pears that in the course of a year the 

General post letters in Great Britain and Ireland amounted, under 

the old system, to - ... 48,945,624 

Penny post letters . - - - - 7,320,092 

London twopenny and threepenny letters - - - 12,058,800 

Franked or privileged letters . - - 6,390,204 

Total letters ... 74,714,720 



Now the question is, what will be the annual increase in the number of letters seiit 
by post, under the new or penny rate? All answers to this question must, of course, 
be nearly hypothetical ; and the following is precisely of this description : — 
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OUlSuitem. Kno S^siaiL 

General post • - - 48,945,624 letters p6r annum. 

Add for probable amoont of those sent } n 054 37$ ^ 

dandeetlneljr - -j * * 

Total - - 60.000,(K)o[S«Pgj;f ^««a»ongeneralpoitji5^^ 

Fennr post letters - - 7,830,098 > - - . nj 10,000,000 

L6ndon twopenny and threepenny letters 12,066,800 Siq>p08ed hacrease 2|timea - 30,000,000 

FrlTileged letters and packets same as at present - - « * 7,000,000 

New classes of advertisers, circular letters, &c. Supposed - - 60,000,000 

Increase In commercial travellers* letters -^ - - • - • 10,000,000 

MT,000.000 



Which, stlcL per letter, would prodoee a grw revenue of 1,112,50011 ; from which 
deducting 680,0002. for expenses, there remains a nett revenue of 492,000L, beii^ nu»« 
than 1,200,0002. under its late amount. 

But it is material to observe that the foiling off in the revenue will not be so great as this, 
inasmudi as a very considerable number of letters exceed } oz. weight, llie ftoility, under 
tiie new system, of transmitting small parcels by post, instead of, as formerly, by mail, ha» 
made great numbers of them be so conveyed ; and their postage will, in so fiur, contri- 
bute to increase the amount of revenue. It appears from the parliamentary papers. 
No. 129, sesnon 1840, that the total number of letters passing through the Po8t-o£Sce 
in the United Kingdom during the week ending the 24th of November, 18S9, when 
the old system was in force, was 1,585,973; and that the number pasnng through 
the Post-office in the week ending the 23d oi February, 1840, under the new sys- 
tem, was 3,199,637, being an increase of about double. But, as already stated, the 
new system has been too recently introduced to allow of its being subjected to the 
test of experience. Six months will be necessary, even after the country has been 
saturated with envelopes and stamps, to enable a fair experimental estimate to be 
formed of its merits. It may, also, be certainly anticipated, whatever be the amount 
of the Post-office revenue under the new system at the outset, that it will increase 
with the rapidly increasing commerce, wealth, education, and population of the country. 
But that does not show that the new plan has any peculiar merit; the revenue 
would have increased under any reasonably well-contrived system. All taxes on 
articles in general use are sure, provided they be not excessive to increase with 
every increase of population and wealth. 

Had there been a surplus revenue of one or two millions, the loss that will be occa- 
sioned by the adoption of the new postage system would have been of less importance ; 
though, if we estimate the loss at a million, it may be matter oi doubt whether it 
would not have been more advantageous to have repealed those duties that bear bard on 
the great branches of national industry, as those on glass, raw cotton» &c. But the re- 
duction has been forced upon the government, when the revenue is unequal to the expen- 
diture, and when, consequently, the deficiency that it will occasion must be otherwise 
provided for. We, however, incline to think that by a judicious reduction and mcSdification 
of some of the more oppressive and impolitic duties that still continue to disgrace our 
tariff, the whole, or, at all events, the greater part of the existing deficiency in the 
revenue may be made good without the imposition of any new tax, and without adding 
any thing to any one of the existing taxes. Any proposal for a new tax to meet the 
deficiency occasioned by the falling off in the Post-office revenue, will not tend much 
to increase the popularity of the uniform penny system. 

The abolition of franking is a very great improvement. Franked letters were gene- 
rally addressed to those who could best afford to pay the expense of postage, and who 
thus escaped a burden that fell with its full weight on their less opulent and less known 
neighbours. 

PRUSSIA. — Trade of Efiffland with Prussia. — A superficial observer may be disposed 
to feel surprise that the intercourse between Great Britain and Prussia shoidd be so very 
limited, as our Custom-house accounts represent it to be. In point of feet, however, 
these accounts apply only to that portion of our trade with Prussia which is difectly 
carried on through her ports on the Baltic, and which is quite insignificant, compared 
with that which is indirectly carried on through the channels of the Elbe, the Weser, 
the Rhine, &c., or by way of Hamburg, Bremen, the Netherlands, &c. Com, timber, 
linseed and linseed oil, Iron, flax and hemp, bristles, and other raw and bulky products of 
the northern provinces of Prussia, are principally exported from Konigsberg, Memel, 
Dantzic, Stettin, and the other ports of the Baltic ; but her more valuable products, as 
the linens of Silesia, the cloths and other manufactured products of Saxony and the 
Rhenish provinces, the wools sold at the Breslaw and Frankfort fairs, and so forth, are 
all, or mostly all, exported from Hamburg, Bremen, and the ports on the Rhine and 
the Scheldt; while the sugar, coffee, and other colonial products, the dye-woods, cotton 
aluSk and yam, hardware, earthenware^ &c. supplied to her by England, are mostly all 
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imported through the ports in question; as is the raw cotton and other articles fbmished 
to her bj the United States, with the greater part of tlie wines supplied by France, &c. 
But neither Hamburg, Bremen, Rotterdam, nor the Scheldt, belongs to Prussia. All 
of them are independent of her ; and hence it is that nine tenths of the trade whidi 
we carry on with the Prussian dominions is set down in our Custom-house accounts 
tinder the head of the trade with Germany, and with the Netherlands and Belgium. 
Hiere are no means by which to determme the exact portion of the aggregate amount 
of the exports from England to the whole of the Germanic countries, including Holland 
and Belgium, that ^Is to the share of each ; but we shall not be &r wrong if we 
suppose that Uiey are divided proportionally to the population of the countries among 
which they are distributed. On this hypothesis, and taking the entire population of 
Germany, exclusive of Austria*, but inclusive of the Netherlands and Belgium, at 36 
millions, Prussia will have about 14 of this number; so that about y, or <j^ of all the 
trade we carry on with Germany, the Netherlands, &c. must be set down to the account 
of Prussia. Now, at an average of the six years ending with 1 835, our exports to 
Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium, and Prussia, amounted to 7,410,133/. a year, -j^ths 
of wliich, or 2,881,718/., may be taken as the average amount of our ex]>orts to Prussia 
during that period 1 — (Diet. p. 678.) This statement shows the real value of the trade 
with this flourishing monarchy, and the importance of keeping up and extending our 
intercourse with her. 

PruMian Commercial League, — Next to the efforts of the Prussian government to 
diffuse the blessings of education, their efforts to introduce a free commercial system 
into Germany constitute their best claim to the gratitude and esteem of their own 
subjects, and of the world. Germany, as every one knows, is divided into a vast nimiber 
of independent, and mostly petty, states. Until a very recent period, every one of these 
states had its own custom-houses, and its own tariff and revenue laws ; which frequently 
differed very widely indeed from those of its neighbours. The internal trade of the 
country was, in consequence, subjected to all those vexatious- and ruinous restrictions 
that are usually laid on tlie intercourse between distant and independent states. Each 
petty state endeavoured either to procure a revenue for itself, or to advance its own 
industry, by taxing or prohibiting the productions of those by which it was surrounded i 
and customs' officers and lines of custom-houses were spread all over the country ) In- 
stead of being reciprocal and dependent, every thing was separate, independent, and 
hostile : the conunodities admitted into Hesse were prohibited in Baden, and those pro- 
hibited in Wirtemberg were admitted into Bavaria. It is admitted on all hands that 
nothing has contributed so much to the growth of industry and wealth in Great Britain, 
as the perfect freedom of internal industry we have so long enjoyed, and that intimate 
correspondence among the various parts of the empire, which has rendered each the best 
market for the products of the otiber. How different would have been our present 
condition had each county been an independent stale, jealous of those around it, and 
anxious to exalt itself at their expense ! But, until within these few years, this was the 
exact condition of Germany ; and, considering the extraordinary obstacles such a state of 
things opposes to the progress of manu&ctures, commerce, and civilisation, the wonder 
is, not that they are comparatively backward in that country, but that they should be so 
fiir advanced as they really are. 

But, thanks to tibte intelligence and perseverance of Prussia, this selfish antisocial 
system has been well nigh suppressed ; and the most perfect freedom of commerce is 
now established among the great bulk of the Germanic nations. The disadvantages of 
the old system had long been seen and deplored by well-informed men ; but so many 
interests had grown up under its protection, and so many deep-rooted prejudices were 
enlisted in its favour, that its overthrow seemed to be hopeless, or, at all events, exceed- 
ingly distant. The address and resolution of the Prussian government have, however, 
triumphed over every obstacle. Being fully impressed with a strong sense of the many 
advantages thatVould result to Prussia' and Germany from the introduction of a free 
system of internal intercourse, they pursued the measures necessary to bring it about 
with an earnestness that produced conviction, and with a determination, coute qui coute, 
to carry their point. 

The first treaties in furtherance of this object were negotiated by Prussia with the 
principalities of Schwarzburg Sondershausen and Schwarzburg Rudolstadt, in 1818 and 
1819, on the principle that there should be a perfect freedom of commerce between 
these countries and Prussia ; that the duties on importation, exportation, and transit, 
in Prussia and the principalities, should be identical ; that these should be charged 
along the frontier of the dominions of the contracting parties ; and that each should par- 
ticipate in the produce of such duties, in proportion to its population. All the treaties 

« We say exclusive of Austria, because almost all the English products made use of in the Austrian 
states are imported by way of Trieste. Switserland is supplied through Genoa. 
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league or tariff (JlUnce bang eo«i final, 1st, to atUclcs eomtituting state monopolU^ ai 
■alt and eardi, in Fniscia ; Sd, lo klticles of natiTC produce, burdened with a diffeieat 
rale of dutj on eonsomptioii id one state from what the; pay in another ; and, 3d, to 
article* produced unckr pataott. coDferriiig OD the patentees certun priiilegea in the 
dominiona of the stMea gianting the patents. With these exceptions, vhub are txit 
Toy important, and are duly decreasing, the moat perfect freedom of conunene exists 
among the allied states. 

Since ISIS, when the fouodations of the sUumce were laid, it lias progremnly ex- 
tended, till it nov compriaea more than Ihtee fburiha of the Germanic states, eidnnTe 
of Austria. Dnesl Heoe jmned the alUancc in ISSS, and Electoral Heae in IS31 ; 
the kiagdom* of Bavaria, SaiCHiy, iiad Wlrtemberg, joined it afterwards, ai hare Baden, 
Nassau, and almost all the smaller Mates by vbieh it had not been preiiontly joined, 
with the exception of Mecklenburg Scbwerin, Mecklenburg Strelitx, (NdenbaTfb Hd 
Bnuuwiek. HanoRr i> not included within Uie league. 

At the eommencenWDt of 1836, the tariff alliance comprised 
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Throughout the whole ertsit of this immense country, from Aix-Ia-Chqwll^ on (be 
oonfines of the Netherlands eastwsrd to 'nistt, on the conGnea of Russia, and ftmn 
Stettin and Dantnc southwards to Switserland and Bohemia, there is nothing to inter- 
rupt tbe freedom of commerce. A commodity, whether for coDSumptioD or trsn^t, that 
has once poised the frontier of tbe league, nuf be sabaequently conveyed, without lei or 
binderanee, throuf^iout its whole extent- Instead of bung confined within the naitow 
precincts of their own lerritones, the produets of each separate country of the alliance 
may now be sent to every one else ; each will, in consequence, apply itself^ in ptefbrencc^ 
lo those departments in which it has some notuisl or acquired advantage ; and each 
will have to depend for its suceess, not on the miserable resource of customs' r^tulatiana, 
but on Ita skill snd industry. Tbe competition thence arising will be moat salutary ; 
and, should the peace of Europe be preserved, we run little risk in laying, that all sort* 
oT industry will make more progress anwog tlw states compiised within the tariff 
alliuice, during the next ten years, than they have done during the previoui half 

An assembly of representatives from the allied states meets annnally, to hear eom- 
plmnts, adjust diERculties, and make such new enactments as may seem to be required. 
The Prussian tariff has been adopted, with certain modificalions, and ia now tbe only 
one in force. Tbe duties are received into a common treasury, and are apportioned 
according to the population of each oTthe allied states. In addition to its other advan- 
tages, the new system has reduced the cost of collecting the duties to a mere triSe, cmn- 
pared with its farmer amount ; and haseoabled hundreds of custom-houses, and thousands 
of customs' officers, to be employed in the different departmenta of industry. 

The existing discrepancy in the weights and measures used in difietent parts of 
Germany occasions considerable incoDTenieoce ; and we are glad to observe that tbe 
equalisation of weights and measures and their reducticm to a cODunon standaid in alt 
the allied stales, ia declared to be one of the objects of the league. 

It is also expressly provided that the tolls, or other charges in lieu thereof, shall, in all 
oases, whether they belong to the public, or to private individuals, be limited to the sums 
ttqxind lo kttp tit Toadt in a proper itate of repair ; and that tbe tolls existing in Frunia 
shell be considered as the highest that are to be levied, and shall not in any eawbe 
exceeded. 

It was at first supposed by many persons in this country, and tbe opinion is not yd 
entirely abandoned, that the Prus^an league was in some degree directed aguiut \fi, and 
that, at all events, it threatened to be very injurious lo our trade with Germany ; we do 
not, however, believe that there Is any foundation whatever for Bther of these opinionfr 
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The alliance was planned, and brought to its present advanced state, in the view, and 
with the intention, of putting down the galling and innumerable restraints by which 
the intercourse of the German states with each other was ibnnerly interrupted ; and not 
with the intention of throwing any obstacles in the way of the trade of the sdliance with 
foreign countries : it is, indeed, quite absurd to suppose that it should have this effect. 
The freedom of internal commerce will do ten times more to promote the industry and 
prosperity of the allied states than any other measure, or system of measures, that their 
governments could have adopted; and, as population increases, and the inhabitants 
become more industrious and wealthy, there will, no doubt, be an augmented demand 
for foreign products. The league is now no new thing. It was formed several years 
since, and has been progressively augmented ; but, hitherto, it has not had the slightest 
influence in diminishing our intercourse with. Germany ; our exports to it, including 
Holland and Belgium, being greater at present than at any forma* period ! (See DieL 
p. 678.) Generally speaking, the duties on imports are reasonable; at least, on all the 
finer descriptions of goods. It never, in fact, can be the policy of the alliance to make 
them oppressive ; for, though certain states might erroneously suppose that their interests 
Would be promoted by such means, others would undoubtedly be of a different opinion, 
and would resist any attempt to carry them beyond a reasonable amount. It is a mis- 
take to suppose that Prussia has an overwhelming influence in the assembly. She 
miot conciliate the other states, and carry them along with her ; and this can cmly be 
done by acting on liberal principles, and with a view 40 the common interest of the 
idliaace. 

Besides, if any of the existing duties be exorbitant, or if any of themi that are at 
present moderate^ should be subsequently raised to an exorbitant pitch ; does anj one 
suppose that the over-taxed articles would not be immediately smuggled into aU parts of 
Ihe league ? We, who occupy an island, and have revenue inruisers and coast guards on 
all the seas and shores most accessible to the smuggler, know from experience that it is 
not possible to hinder over-taxed conmiodities from making their way, in immense quan- 
tities, into our markets. But the facilities for smuggling into the territories of the 
league are incomparably greater. It has a land frontier of several thousand miles ; and 
though the whole Prussian army were employed for that purpose, it would be found 
that it was utterly impotent to prevent the territories of the league from being deluged 
with such over-taxed commodities as were in demand by the inhabitants. 

It must be admitted that we have done not a little to provoke Prussia, and that we 
had no reason to be surprised had she manifested symptoms of irritation. She has only 
three great staple articles of export — com, timber, jeaxd wool. Now, of these, we admit 
only the last on any thing like^fiur terms ; in ordinary years we entirely exclude com, 
and we lay a duty of no less than 558, a load on Prussian timber, whUe we admit the 
inferior timber of North America on payment of a duty of 10«.l Had, therefore^ 
the Prussian tariff been levelled against us, we should have had but slender grounds for 
complaint ; but such is not really the case.^ It may, indeed, be fairly inferred that, by 
agreeing to lower the oppressive duties on timber and com, we might prevail on Prussia 
to use her influence to get the alliance duties on cotton stuffs, hardware, &c. abated ; 
but, till we consent to moderate our duties on the articles in question, it is not to be 
supposed that Prussia will pay much attention to the exceptions we may take to any 
oftheduties. 

We are glad to be able to strengthen our view of the influence and objects of the 
Prussian colnmercial league, by laying befbre the reader the following extract from a 
work printed by order of the House of Representatives of the American States. 
** Prussia,*' it is there said, " has evidently taken the lead in this wise and important 
measure, to which the smaller states have gradually acceded. The whole commercial 
poliicy of this enlightened power has been distinguished for its liberality, being founded 
on the desire of placing her intercourse with all nations on the bads of reciprocity. The 
commercial league of Germany is intended to carry out this principle, and not to be di- 
rected, as has been supposed, against any particular nation ; as it is well known that 
Prussia, in her treaties with maritime powers, has invariably adopted the system of reci- 
procity, to whatever extent those with whom she negotiates are willing to carry it. The 
establiiiiment of this community of commercial interests forms apart of the fundamental 
compact, by which the new Germanic confederation was created, after the dissolution of 
the Confederation of the Rhine; to be subsequently adopted, however, at the option of 
such of the eo-states as should choose to accede to it. Its effects cannot fail to promote 
commerce, and every other branch of industry, as it removes all those vexatious and 
endlen difficulties which previously obstmcted the freedom of intercourse. Navigable 
rivers and highways are now opened to the unfettered use of the German people ; the 
customs* and toll-houses, with their officers and barriers, have been withdrawn from the 
interior, and the whole intercommunication resembles that of the subjects of any one 

F 
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of the states ^thin its own territories. To these benefits may be added the assured 
prospect of improyement in the finances of the great and smaller sovereignties composing 
the league. This advantage will grow out of the simplicity or unity of the new system, 
a saving in the cost of collection, and from the increased consumption which renovated 
industry and progressive prosperity so invariably cause." — (i^i^est of CutUmut* Law§ 
voL iii. p. 227. ) 

Prvunan Duty on Cottons, — The duty on cotton goods being that in which we are 
most interested, we have taken some pains to ascertain its real influence. This duty 
amounts (see post) to 50 rix-doUars per Prussian quintal on all cotton goods, without 
respect to quality or price ; and, taking the quintal at 11 3 lbs. avoirdupois, and the rix- 
doUar at 3«.> it is equal to 7L 10«. per 113 lbs. Now, we have learned from statements 
obligingly fbrnished to us by a large wholesale house in the city, — 

Ist That a quintal (113 lbs.) of conrse shirtings worth M. per yard, contains 497 yards ; it consequently 
costs 8L 6s., and the Prussian or tariff alliance duty of 11. 10s. on it is, therefore, equivalent to an otf 
valorem duty of 90 per coit. 

Sd. That a quintal of superior shirting, worth Is. a yard, contains 457*65 yards ; it consequently costs 
9SL VJs. Id., making the Prussian duty on such goods 32| per cent 

Sd. That a quintal of printed cottons ^ worth U. 6dL a yard, contains 633 yards; it C(Hisequently costs 
47/. 9s., making the Prusrian duty on such goods 15f per cent. 

4th. That a quintal of^listf printed cottons, worth 2«. Btf . a yard, contains 678 yards ; it consequently costs 
84^ 15f n maldng the Prussian duty on such goods 8| per cent. 

It is plain, therefore, that, except on the coarsest and cheapest species of goods, the 
Prussian or tariff alliance duty is very fiir from being oppressive ; and, as the value of 
coarse goods is principally dependent on the cost of tiie raw cotton and the wages of 
labour, being but little influenced by superiority of machinery, it is not very probable 
that we should export them largely to, Prussia, even were the duty materially reduced. 
No doubt, however, it would conduce greatly to the interests of ^e people comprised 
within the league, though we do not know that it would sensibly affect us, were the duty 
assessed on an ad valorem principle, and made 20 or 30 per cent, on all goods ; and we 
should think that this might be done without any material difficulty. 

The subjoined translation of the more important clauses of the customs* treaty of the 

22d of March, 1833, sets the principles on which the alliance is founded in the clearest 

point of view. 

Custom^ Treaty t concluded the S2d March, 1833, between the Kings of Bavaria and Wlrtemberi^on the 
one part ; and the King of Prussia, the Prince Electoral Co-regent of Hesse, and the Grand Buke of 
Hesse, on the other part 

L The existing customs* unions between the states above named shall henceforth constitute a general 
Union, united by a common system of customs and commerce, embracing all the countries comprised 
therein. 

IL In this general re-union are also comprised the states which have already adhered, dther for the 
whole of their territory, or for a part, to the system of customs and cAmmerce of one or ether of the con- 
tracting states, having regard to their special relations, founded upon the conventions of adhesi<m concluded 
with the states which have intervened. 

IIL But there will remain excluded flrom the general re-union the parts separated flrom the countries, 
of the contracting states which, because of their 6ituation, are not yet included either in the re*union 
of the Bavarian or Wirtemberg customs, nor in those of Prussia and Hesse. Nevertheless, the regulatlona 
now in force to facilitate the commerce of these territories with the principal country will be main- 
tained. Other favours of this kind cannot be accorded without the unanimous consent of the contracting 
states. 

IV. In the contracting states there shall be established uniform laws for the duties of import, of export, 
and of transit, except such modifications as, without injury to the common object, result necessarily from 
the particular legislation of each contracting state, or from local interests. 

Thus, exceptions and modifications to the common tariff may take place, as to rates of d&ties 
of entry, of export, and of transit, (according as the direction of the routes of commerce may require,) 
established upon articles recognised as of minor consequence in extensive commerce ; previdled alway^ 
that these modifications be preferred by separate states, and that they shall not be disadvantageous to the 
general interests of the Association. 

Tke administration of 4he duties of import, export, and transit, as wdl as the organisation of tbe 
authorities which are engaged therein, in all the states of the Association, shall be established upon a 
uniform footing, having regard, however, to the particular relations existing in those countries. The laws 
and ordinances which, according to those principles, ought to be uniform in tbe contracting states,*and 
which are to constitute tiie law of the tariff and the regulations of the customs, shall be conndered as an 
integral part of the present treaty, and shall be published at the same time. ' 

V. There can neither be alterations, or additions, or exceptions, to the acte above mentioned (Art IV.), 
but by the unanimous consent of all the contracting parties, and in the form required for the making 
{andeetion) of the laws. 

The preceding applies equally to all the ordinances which would establish, for the administration of the 
customs, dispositions entirely different. 

VI. liberty of commerce, and community of the receipts of aistoms, as regulated by tbe following article, 
will commence simultaneously with the operation of the present treaty. 

VIL Dating from this epoch, all duties of import, of export, and of transit shall eease on the common 
Arontier of the Bavaro- Wirtemberg and Prusso-Hessian customs' re-unions. All articles of fteecommeroe 
in one of thoxe territories may be imported fteely and without duty into all the others, except only as 
follows : 

A. Articles monopolised by the states (playing cards and salt) conformably to Articles IX. and X. 
. B. Indigenous articles, now subject in the interior of the contracting states to different duties, or 
excepted from all duty in one state, and imported into another, and which according to article II. ought 
consequently to be subject to a duty of compensation. 

Finally, C. Articles which^ without prejudice to patent rights or coneeded privileges in one of the 
contracting states, cannot be unitated or imported, and ought consequentiv to t)e excluded during the 
existence of tbe patenU and privileges from importatton Into the state which has granted tbcM. 
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VIII. Notwith«Unding the freedom of commerce, and the exemption from duties, established by 
Article VII^ the transport of articles of commerce, subject by the common tariff to duties of import or 
export on the frontiers of the Association, cannot talce place between the states of Bavaria and Wirtem* 
berg, and the states of Prussia, of Electoral Hesse, or of Grand Ducal Hesse, and reciprocallv, except 
by the public roads, miliUry routes, and navigable rivers. For this purpose there shall be established, on 
the interior firontiers, common bureaus of verification, to which the conductors of merchandise must, on 
exhibiting their licences, declare what are the articles which they are emidoyed to transport from on« 
territory to another. 

This disposition will not be applicable to retail commerce in raw materials, nor to the petty commerce 
of the frontiers or the fairs, nor to the efPects of travellers. Process for the verification of merchandise will 
go no farther than is required for security of the duties of compensation. — (See Art. VII. B.\ 

XIIL The contracting parties reciprocally renew their adhesion to the principle, that the tolls, or other 
charges in lieu thereof, shall onlV be suflScient to defray the expense of maintenance and repairs of the 
roads ; whether the tax be for the state or tot private rights. It was thus that has been ai^oved the 
supplement to the dutv of customs, created in Bavaria and Wirtemberg, to replace the duty of tolls, 
pavmg, causeways, bridges, and generally of all analogous taxes. 

The tolls, &c. now existing in Prussia, according to the general tariff of 18S8, shall be considered as the 
higkeH rates, and shall not be exceeded in any of th6 contracting sUtes. 

In accordance with the principle thus announced, the individual duty for closing the gates of 
cities shall be abolished; as also the duty of paving of causewajrs, where it still exisu ; and all paved 
roads wm be considered as causeways of a description liable only to the duty on causeways established by 
the general tariff. 

XIV. Hie contracting governments agree to unite their eflbrts to introduce into the states a uniform 
system of coins, weightl^ and measures ; to commence immediately the requisite negotiations for this 
purpose; and, subeequentiy, to direct their eSbrts towards the adoption of unif(Nrm custom-house 
weights. 

The contracting sUtes, in the impossibility of esUblishing this ttniformity befbre this treaty goes into 
operation, agree, for facilitating the forwarding of merchandise where it has not already been done, to 
revise thtir tariff as to weights and measures, assuming for a basis the tarifik of the other contracting 
stateti They will cause such modifications to be published, for the government of the public and of their 
custooi-bouse bureaus. 

The common tariff (Art. IV.) shall be divided into two principal divisions, according to the system of 
weights, measures, and monies of Bavaria, and that oi Prussia. 

The declaration of the weights and measures of articles subject to duty shall, in Prussia, be aocArding to 
Prussian weightsand measures ; in Bavaria and Wirtemberg, according to those of Bavaria ; and in the 
the two Hesses, according to the wdghts and measures there legally established. 

I« expediting custom-house acts, the quantity of merchanmse must be expressed according to the 
two principal diviuons of the common tariff. 

Until the contracting states agree upon a system of common money, the payment of duties in each 
state shall be made in the same currency as is in use for payment of its other taxes. 

But, ttom the present time, the gold and silver coins of all the contracting states, with the exception of 
small money isheidermume)» shall be received in all the bureaus of receipt of the Association ; and for this 
purpose, tabln of value wall be published. 

XV. The duties of navigpaktion upon the rivers, comprising therein those which apply to vessels, shall 
always be mutually A^juitted according to the acts of the Congress of Vienna, or of special conventions, 
upon all the rivers to whicli these regulations apply, unless other determinations be adopted in this 
renpect. 

The contracting states agree to enter, without delay, into n^iotiations fbr that which particularly 
regards the navigation upon the Rhine and the neighbouring streams, in order to effect an arrangement 
by which the import, export, and transit of the productions of all the states of the Union upon said 
streams shall be, if not absolutely ftee^ at least relieved as far as possible from duties of navigation, 
under the reserve of charges of reconnoissance. 

All the advantages granted by one state of the Union to its subjects, in the exercise of the navigation 
upon said streams, shall extend equally to the navigation of the other associated states. 

Upon the other streams to which neither the acts of the Congress of Vienna, nor any other 
treaties applv, the duties of navigation shall be according to the special regulations of the governments 
interested. Nevertheless, the subjects of the contracting states, their merchandise and vessels, shall 
througtiout, be treated on those streams with perfect equality. 

XVI. Dating from tiie day on which the gen«td custom-house regulations of the Union shall come 
into operation, the duties of public stores {itapes), and ot trans-shipments UtmschU^gnecMe), which still 
exist in the territories bdongiug to the Association, shall cease, and no one shall be liable to forced delay, 
nor to the discharging and storage of his merchandise, exc^t in cases authorised by the common regula. 
tions of the customs or navigation. 

XVII. No duties shall be claimed for canals, locks, bridges, ferries, cranes, weighing and storage ; and 
the establishments destined to facilitate commerce shall not be allowed rent, except when actually used. 
Charges cannot be increased ; and the subjects of the other contracting states shall be on a perfect equality 
with the subjects of the country having those establishments. 

If the establishments for weighing, and cranes are only used by the custom-houses, no charge shall be 
made, if the articles have been previously weighed at a custom-house. 

XvIII. The contracting states engage to continue their common eflfbrts for the encouragement of 
industry by the adoption of uniform regulations, so that the subjects of each state may ei\joy, as extensively 
as possible, the privilege of seeking work ahd occupation in every other state. 

' From the coming into operation of the present treaty, the sumects of any one of the contracting states, 
trading or seeking employ in the territory of any other of those states, shall not be subject to any 
impost which does not equally affbct the native similarly employed. Manufocturers and merchants who 
are only making purchases for their trade, or travellers who nave not goods with them, but simply 
patterns for the purpose of soliciting commissions, shall not, when thus employed, have any duty to pay 
m another state, if authorised to carry on such commerce in the state where they have their domicile; or 
if employed in the service of native manufacturers or merchants. ^ , ». . . 

When trading in the markets and fairs, or when they are selling the produce of the soil and fabrics, in 
any one of the states of the Association, the subjects of the other contracting stotes shall be. treated in all 
r«ipecU as subjects of the same states. „ ^ ^. ^ ,^. ^ ^ -^. ,. t 

XIX. The seaports of Prussia shall be open for commerce to all the subjects of the states of the union, 
on payment of the same duties as are paid by Prussian subjects, and the consuls of the several states m 
the seaports or places of foreign commerce, shall be bound, in c^ses of need, to assist with their advice and. 
isupport the subjects of the other contracting states. 

XX. To protect against contraband their common custom-house system, and to insure tbe regular pay. 
ment of the duty of consumption in the interior, the contracting states have concluded a reciprocal cartel, 
which shall be enforced as soon as possible, but, at tbe farthest, at the same time with the present 

fareatv 

XX i. The community of receipts of the contracting states, stipulated by the present treaty, shdl com- 
mebend tbe product of duties of entry, of export, and of transit, in the Prussian states, the kingdoms of 
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RAILWAYS. — The ntllwoy from London to Birmingham, ana from the btlcr to 
HsDchester, vhlcb bad onljr been commenced at the dale of the publication of our last 
Supplenteat, is now completed. This is at once the longest and by &r the moat 
fanportant railway ID the empire. It baa coat an immeuie sum ; but the magnitude of 
flie place* vfaieh it conneeta, and the vast intercourse carried on between them, will no 
doubt render it one of tiie principal thoroughfares in the kingdom. Hence, Dotwith. 
atanding the great outlay upon it, shares in both di^irions of (he road, but ctpedally in 
that be^eeo London and Birmingham, are eagerly sought after, and bring a ver; bish 
premium. The work is sdmirBbly executed, sind 'loea credit, not to the proprietors on^, 
bat to the nation. 

Projects are now on foot for eitending the London, Birmittgham, and Manchester 
line as &r as Glasgow. It has, in &ct, been already carried to Freaton ; and, though 
the difficulties to be encountered in the more northeily part of the road are of a very 
fhrmidable description, it seems most ^lobahlc that it will be completed in its whole 
extent. Should this be accomplished, the journey fiom London to Glasgow will be 
pcrfbrnted in eighteen or twenty houia t 

Bendea this great line, railways have been projected, and are now (January 1840) 
Marly completed, belweeo London and Bristol] London and Souihamptonj Carli^ 
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and Newcastle, &c. Numbers have also been, or are in the course of being, made m 
other parts of the country. In 1 834, 1 835, and 1836, a vast number of acts for railways 
were passed ; but it ijs doubtful whether several of them wiD ever be carried into effect. 
It would be premature to speculate as to the chances of their success ; but the proba- 
bility seems to be that, like canals, some of them will be exceedingly profitable ; while 
others, and probably the greater number, will yield a very inadequate return. No doubt 
it may be fkirly anticipated that great improvements will be made in the construction of 
railways, and especially of locomotive engines ; and in consequence, even comparatively 
un&vourable lines may come, in the end, to yield large profits. But taking the chances 
as they now stand, and abstracting from future contingencies, railways promise to be, at 
the outfit, quite as advantageous for the public as for their proprietors. 

The most eligible lines for railways in Ireland have been surveyed (see accompanying 
plan), and an ^le report upon the subject drawn up by commissioners i^pointed by 
government. There seems, however, but little probability that any of these lines will be 
executed by private associations ; and the proposal for executing them at the pubUe 
expense, is of a very questionable descripti(m. It may perhaps be expedient, undor the 
peculiar circumstances of Ireland, for government to co-operate in the fiMrmation d a 
few great lines of railway, somewhat on the plan that it has followed as respects the 
formation of roads in the Highlands ; that is, by assisting individuals and companies : 
but we doubt whether government can go further without opening a door to all sorts of 
abuse. 

Railway Legislation. — Our legislation as to railways, and most other descriptions <^ 
public works, appears to be as defective as can well be imagined. It is, it must be ad- 
mitted, no easy matter to decide how far interference should be carried in such case% 
and where it should stop. But still it seems sufficiently obvious, that in this case the 
public interests have been too little protected ; or rather, that they have been sacrificed 
in a way not very creditable to parliament. At present the practice is for a railway 
act to authorise the company in whose favour it is granted to charge certain specified 
rates of toll on the passengers and goods to be conveyed by their road, not for 15, 20, or 
even 50 years, but in aU time to come I Now, as it appears to us, this is a singularly 
injudicious arrangement on the part of the public. There is, between any two or more 
places that may be named, a certain railway line that is preferable to any other that oaii 
be pointed out. The probability is that thb line will be the first to be selected ; an^ 
the act that gives it up to a company confiers on the latter a virtual and substantial mo- 
nopoly. The rates of charge imposed by the act are calculated to remunerate the 
projectors, supposing every thing to remain on the present footing. But the probabOitj 
is that manu&ctures and population, in the places communicating by most lines iH 
railway, will continue to increase in time to come, as they have dime in time past ; andj 
it is all but certain that great improvements will be effected in the construction of 
roads and engines. Whatever, therefore, may be the chances of success at the outset,^ 
the &ir presumption is, that most great lines (tf road will in the vaA. be exceedingly pro». 
ductive. But, if we continue to abide by the present system, the public will be 
effectually excluded from aU participation in these prospective advantages ; and a few 
private associations will be able to make enormous profits, by monopolising improve- 
ments, and keeping up the expense of transit at an exorbitantly high leveL It is idle 
%o trust to competition to remedy a grievance of this sort. There may only be one 
practicable line of railway between two places ; and if so, no other can, of course^ come 
into competition with it. But though this were not the case, a company in possession 
of the best line might, if an opposition were threatened, reduce its rates till the opposttlcm 
was defeated, aud then raise them to the old leveL Supposing, however, that a s^ooad 
road is made, its managers would most likely come to an understanding with llie first, so 
that the tolls, instead of bein^ reduced by tiie instrumentality of the new road, may be 
raised ; and, were it otherwise, the question is» ytfA the second road really necessary? 
Could not the first road have sufficed for the whole traffic to be carried on by both lines? 
If this be the case, it is clear the second road has been merely resorted to as a device foir 
reducing the tolls charged on the first ; as a means, in fact, for doing that, by an outlay 
of some hundreds of thousands, or it may be millions of pounds, which might have been 
quite as effectually done by limiting the duration of the act authorising the first xoad, 
or by inserting a clause in it providing for the periodical revision of the tolls. 

We are clear, indeed, that no act, authorising a private association to construct a rail- 
way or canal, to lay down gas pipes, to convey water into a town, or for any such 
purpose, ought ever to be passed without reserving to parliament power periodically to 
revise the tolls granted under it. Such revision would secure to the public a par- 
ticipation in future improvements, not in the contemplation of the parties when the 
project was entered upon ; and it would do this without in any degree clogging the 
spirit of enterprise. Undertakings of this sort are not engaged in because there is a 
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▼ague expectation, or even a considerable probability, of their yidding 20 or SO per 
cent, of profit some 30 or 40 years hence ; but because it is believed that they will in^ 
mediately, or in the course of a few years, yield a reasonable profit ; that is, a return of 
8, 10, or 12 per cent. The chances q£ realising more than thb at the distance of 20 or 
^5 years are rarely taken into account, and are worth very little indeed. This, however, 
is all that would be taken away by the revision in question ; and, while a reservation of 
this sort would not stand in the way of any legitimate enterprise, the history of some of 
our exisdng companies shows that it may come to be of essential service to the puUic 
We are therefore glad to have to state that, though late, the question respecting the 
propriety of reserving power to make periodical revisions of tolls on railways has been 
submitt^ to the consideration of parliament.* Some of the inconveniences that may 
arise out of the ezbting system as to railways, have already been experienced in the 
arrangements as to the conveyance of mails, and parliament has been obliged to interfere. 
But if parliament be short-sighted enough to concede certain rights and privileges to 
individuals or associations, without qualification or reservation, it has no right, on dis- 
eovmng its error, to endeavour to repair it by macting new r^ulations to the detriment 
of the interests it has created. Its act has established rights in certain parties which 
cannot be taken away by any new act, .so long, at least, as any req>ect is entertained for 
the law of property, without granting the parties fiill compensation. To this, they 
have an indisputable right ; and should any disagreement take place, the question as to 
the amount of compensation, should always be 1^ to the decision of a jury. 
• Though we should be the last to propose throwing any obstacles in the way of new 
improvements or contrivances, still we do not see any good reason for promoting them 
by treating other parties unfairly. This, however, has been done to an enormous extent 
in the case of railways. We do not presume to say whether it is expedient that 
passengers and goods conveyed by railway should be subjected to any tax. But if one 
of the most desirable modes of conveyance be exempted firom taxation, on what pretence 
do we justify the imposition of taxes on other modes ? If passengers by mail or post 
coaches impelled by horses be obliged to pay a certain duty, why are passengers by mail 
or post coaches impelled by steam not subjected to the same duty ? If it be meant by 
laying a comparatively heavy duty on the former to discourage the use of horses, and to 
nMke the various railway monopolies as complete as possible, the existing system is ju- 
diciously contrived, and will most likely be effectual to its object ; but it is needless to say 
that in such matters competition cannot be carried to excess, and that it is the only 
security against irregularities, imposition, and insolence. And yet, by a singular con- 
tradiction, our legislation seems as if it proceeded on the assumption that competition is 
an evily and that it cannot be too much discouraged. We subjoin a — 
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Statement of the Number of Railway Acts passed annually since 180L 
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1810 


1 


1819 


1 


18S8 


11 


1808 


2 
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3 
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1829 


9 


1803 


1 
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1821 


1 


1830 


8 


1804 


1 


1813 
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1831 


9 


1805 





1814 




1823 


1 


1832 


8 


1806 





1815 




1824 


2 


1833 


11 


1807 





1816 




1825 


5 


1834 


14 


1808 


1 


1817 




1896 


6 


1835 


18 


1809 


8 


1818 




1827 


6 


1836 


36 



There is a very good account of the prindpal British railways in the CoHutaniem to the Akmmuuikfar 
7SSJ ; ttod a statement of the number and amount of the shares in each, of the portions thereof that are- 
paid iq), and their selUng price on the SSth of January, 1839, will be found in the article SBAass in Uiis 



American Railroads, — Rapid as has been the growth of railroads in this country, it is 
really insignificant, compared with their extension in America. Their progress there has 
beea quite extraordinary. Several of those that have been completed in difierent parts 
of the Union, as well as several of those that are now in progress, are state undertakings ; 
but the great majority have been set on feot and carried on by private associations. The 
first r^way constructed in the United States was completed in 1825 ; and Mr. Pitkin 
states that, on the 1st of January, 1835, the railways that had either been or would very 
speedily be completed in different parts of the Union, amounted to about 1,600 miles 
i^ length; having cost, in the aggregate, about 80,000,000 of dollars! — (^Staiuiical 
Fiew ^the United States, p. 574. ed. 1835.) During the last two years their progress 



* By Mr. Morrison, who brought it before the House of Commons in the course of 18S6» in a speech 
containing a luminous exposition of the principles which justify the interference of the legislature 
u cases of this sort 
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ho* been more rapid than erer. In tbe eoune of lut aesatia (1836) the leguUlure at 
the lUte Of Her York incocporated no fewer than 42 railva; eompanies : and in other 
parts of the Union their eiteniion ia hardly leas wonderfiil. The New York and Erie 
railroad, commenced in 1835. ii one of the greatest works of tbe kind that baa ever been 

proiected. It will be upwards of 50O mkles in length! llie Bsltimore and Ohio 
railroad, 360 miles ia length, has already been coinpTeted as &r ai Harper's' Ferry, 
a distance of 66 miles; and in 1S36 tbe legisUttire of Maryland voted 3,000,000 
dollars to assist in its completion. Various raitroads, of equal importaoee, have either 
been or are about to be commenced in other states. Every where, indeed, tfarougbout 
the Union, all sorts of public improyemeDti, and especially canals and railwayi, are pn>- 
weuted with unparalleled alacrity and perseverance ; and undertakings are erery day 
entered upon and completed that might d priori have been concluded, even by the most 
■mguine projectors, as &r beyood the metms of so young a country. — (See Jmtrieaii 
AbHOnaiAJbr 1837, pattiu.) 

RAISINS. — The duty On all laiiaai, without distinction of quality, brought from ■ 
fori^lgn country, has been reduced to 15>. a cwt. ; and to half that sum on tboae brought 
from a Britisb poHcasion. — (4 bS tfiU. 4. c, 89. $ 1.5.) This measure will, nodoubt, 
materially increase tbe consumption of raisins. The tax ought, bowever, to ban nried 
with the quality. A daty of 15i. a cwt. is not too mucb ou Malaga museatela ; but, to 
be in proportion, tbe duty on Smyrna blacks should oot exceed 5i. a cwt. For th» 
quantities imported, eiported, and cleared for eonaumption in 1834 and I8S5, aee 
a»ti, p. 43. 
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tlttftmM. I^Th^iilgi-hjui diiR^ DO niM frra^hr lU 1 ps ant. —lylint oMlt tfrgiJii, 

ft i i Jri u — <l<nUTMiriin«'em»lii| ih. Im 11 SfW — 'Us imoaiil If ■ESya. *"' '' 

ksnt dT >S d> Juulni, ihrBiUnlivcbuia mlFrtid.Tii- Ipviat. ■ Illi ■iHlh iril liiitiiiiil 

BlJlir— VMl5lb«plijBaMii^l.h.ld.",10QrM.i »t In Sb!«»!SiS " . "^ . " 

a<j^ 5S*. — A *^wl of IhTH iDub paji ^,0110 rcl*L hrit^ !■ *> * /M trf d^lmyi^ mKi lihlgy l^ a» C1<w ttwmtitt 

ROSTOCK, tha prmeipol city of the Grand Ducby of Mecklenburg Sehverin, m 
the WunDir, about 9 miles abare where it falli into tbe Baltic, iu l*t. 54° N., long. 
19° la* £; PopuklioD, £0,000. A Urge fair for merchandiae is annually held at 
Wliitauiitide;aiid there are mwl bin at otber seasons of the year. 

Kottoch hM a £oad harbour, and comnxodiooi qaaj^ 

BBIDH. , I ^ifcll. Thimc™yn.>a.ef«iirtBl«ll Mj ll lt» 

J JM Oi' ti .-'The principal article! of ImpoTt are lugar, coflbe, and oiber colontal pioductii cottonar 
woolSiia, and hardwai^ with co»l, catlhenwire, Mil. itoo, lior»», ftt, Ihiin Eiwlana ileiop,Bai, UUowy 
oU, laO-^odl, ACq tfhHn RutiU: alum.deili, Elniber. lliDe. Lar, Ac., froai SwedeD i faarrilin and fifth all 
frgmNorvinri wlne,lpraoiiT, molniei.drugi, *c., troin France; wlilirtc»,niiB,»Ti>i!«ri»,*i!.,ftoniOif- 
penhaaen K>i(H»nburgb/The taul iilue of the Imporu b; laa. hi IWt, waientmatsl at about iOajMI. 

XMoorn TbsH ninilit chiefly oT >eireo«lr«l wheat, barler. paaa, rqieHed, and a few oata j wltl* 

waoirranefaTcrriuperlorqualilT, oil ciEe, rape oil, bona, Baa, bona, cdlla, proTbloni, Ac. The 
aTOwmpoTt of lU and! of Eratai nil be taken of lata at team about ll^OOD to abnu 130,000 ^ 
aTiw^ t£i total ralueot all (ort) of »pani. In ISUl, was euhnaled at about lg!t.MIU. 

'SUfite. — Tha poet D( Boatock hai lio ihlH, of the burthen of U.SM rediler tooa, shkli trad* with 
Bon^mvpeannatlaii. the United SiBtea, and BraiU. hi IBMt, Ihete eUeieirtlia port MO (Upe (buitbao 
not Hated), of whidi SIK belonted to MecklenbnrK. IIU (aoet^ obbU ctall)loI>anBaik, V to Swaden, IT 
to Hanoter. IR to Fruida. n lo Ruuia, 19 u Holland. 10 to Lubeck, I to Rarabureli, and I each to 
Fraoee and Encland. It li coif, hi bet. when our poiti are open u the Inportatiso oTlmelcit earn that 



In the porti of Mecklenburg. 



pel cent. addlHonal 



It privileged paj to 



~ - . The harbour of Wfamar la co 



In tat^BBoW »" N, long. 11" 36* IS"' E. Ponulot 

Thepon charra'i on a natiie or prtvllend mselof IW torn anuuiu to about W tlx-dolhui, Tbearticlei 
orhuportandeiipoTt are tho Mine at wlsmat ei a. Koitack; but, owing to the proibnltyot Lnbedi. 
ftom which ViETnarlinotiDore than fl nillpsdiitanl, her foiilga trad* U nmparatiTelT limited. About 
M dilpi, of the burthen of 4,360 loni, belong to ihli port. Then clearad ftom it, In iBSft, m ihlpi, of 



IIOSTOCK.— SANDWICH ISLANDS. 



ifocWd. It ll belWed, 
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41 per am. 

ultHl,h<>w. 



wtileh 1 1 wen EoEHih. Tin dotln at WtnBD ue lornenhBl higbcr th 
erer, (bu llief wUI •iualii bs reducei] to the RottDck lerel. 

(7meral Rmorb on tht Trade of Iht DachUi. — Mecklenburg b eraentdallj an agri- 
Odlturai, wool-growingi gratiag, and breeding country. In lome places It ii smdf Uld 
tiUTen; but it u for tbe molt part lery fertile, and the cropa andjasture* are both lol- 
urianL Having feir maaufoctures, her impoita necesaaiilj conaisl principally, u already 
^tedt of manu&ctured gooda* and ber exports of rav produce. Ovrln^j hovr^ver, to the 
fnrcunutance of tbe Bouth-wefltem part of the province being bounded by the Elbe, and 
approaching to within about 30 milea of Hamburgh, almost all the manu&ctured gooda* 
as Tell as a very large proportion of the colonial products ured by the population (540*000), 
Vn imported by way of Hamburgh. Hence, in Mecklenburg, at in Fnuua, the lUtect 
fdreign trade carried on by the sea frantier forms but a very small part of tbe entile 
trade of the couutry, It is impoaiible, however, to form Bay precise estimate of what 
the' latter may SDiouat to. Probably there ia no European country so little fettered 
by customa' regulations as Mecklenburg. The duties on articles imported by sea 
amount only, as alread;' stated, to about H per cent, ad tialortm ; and tbose entering by 
the land fixHitiei are subject merely to a trifling charge, on account of b^l, of which we 
bare not seen any accounL It is impossible, -indeed, that any commercial system can 
be bottomed on more liberal principles; and this enlightened policy, and her situation 
tiear the mouth of the Elbe, and on the western frontier of the FrussiaQ league, giTc tA 
Meeklenbuig &r greater importance, as a commercial state, than ia indicated by the 
amount of her populi ■ -. ■ . 

■ (We Hits Inwn dp U 
Eiq., ConiDl lot M«U«il 






Ic detsilt obUtf nglT fiuniituid bj Chrlitopher Krsatt, 



SANDWICH ISLANDS. — This secluded but interesting group of 
■itusted In the midst of the Pacific Ooean, nearly under the tropic of Canca 
about the 160th degree of west kiagitude^ There are, in all, 13 or 14 islands; 
tbe exception of Ovjihee, where Cook was killed, tho rest are but of iucoi 
uie. The islanders are honourably ^tinguistaed among the Folyneuan u 
the adiances they bme made in ciiilisalion ; and particularly by their progress 
iSwtures and commerce. But they are principally entitled to notice, li 
aort, from their being frequently Tisited by English and American sh^i 
southern whale-fishery, or in the eommeice of the Paoiflo. 
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SEAMEN (CONSOLIDATION OF LAWS RELATING TO).~DaiiBg 

ihesessionof lS35an Act waspaased{sai6W. 4. c. 19.)of giot impo-" '- 

tmd to persons connected with navigation. It is intituled " An Act fbi 
consolidaling the Laws relating to Merchant Seamen, and tor fbrming ai 
Segister of all the Men engaged in that Servioe." It lays down tbe vi 
regularions to be observed in hiring, iwying, and discharging seamti 
office for their registry ; and prescritwa the mode ia wbicb lists of ( 

'" ' o the ragistrar. it also regulates the number of apprentices tc 
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on board ship; the conditions under which seamen may, in certain cases, be left in 
foreign parts ; with a variety of other interesting particulars. As any infraction of the 
provisions of the Act incurs, in most cases, the forfeiture of heavy penalties, it should 
be carefully attended to, both by masters and men. After declaring Uiat the prospe^ty, 
strength, and safety of the kingdom principally depend on a large, constant, and ready 
supply of seamen, as well for carrying on the commerce as for the defence thereof, and thi^ 
it is necessary, by all practicable means, to increase the number of such seamen, and to 
give them all due encouragement and protection ; and that, in furtherance of this end, it 
IS expedient to amend and consolidate the laws relating to their registration and govern- 
ment, the statute goes on to enact : — 

Bepeai ofdifftrent Aet*,'^Frcm and after the 3l8t of July, 1836, fir<xn which daj this act shall take edSKt, 
the act 2 &3 Ann. c. 6. for the increate of seamen, See. ; the act 2G. 2. c.3€L for the better regulation, Ac. 
oi seamen in tlie merchant service ; the act 2 G. 3. c. 31. for perpetuating the last.mentioned act, fte. ; 
the act 31 G. 3. c. 39. for the better regulation, &c. of seamen in the coasting trade of the kingdom j the 
act 45 G. 3. c 81. for amending the last-mentioned act ; the act 37 G. 3. e. 73. for preventing tlie desortton 
of seamen from British merchant ships in the West Indies ; the act 58 G. 3. c. 38. to exteind and render 
more eflRsctual the regulations for the relief of seabring men and bojrs, &c., subjects of the U. K. la 
for^gn parts ; the act 4 G. 4. c. 25. for regulating the number of apprentices to bd taken on board 
British merchant vessels, &c. ; and the act 3 & 4 W. 4. c. 88. for oontinumg the 59 G. 3. c 58., for faci- 
litating the recovery oi the wages of seamen in the merchants' service, are hereby repealed : provided that 
all oOuaeeM committed amd penalties and forfeitures incurred previous to the commenooBait of this act» 
agahkst the provisions of the said acts, shall be punishable and reooverabla under the said acts as if they 
hid not been repealed. — S 1. 

No Seamtm to be taken to Sea vHtkout a written Agreemetti, — It shall not be lawftil for any mastmr <^ 
any ship or vessel belonging to any subject of the U. K. trading to parts beyond seas, or of any Britisik 
r^^istered ship of the burden of 80 tons or upwards employed ui the fineries of the U. K., or in trading 
ooastwiae or otherwise, to carry to sea, from this kingdom or any other place, any seaman or other person 
as one of his crew or complement (apprentices excepted), without first entering into an aneement !& 
wriifaig with every such seamen, specifying what monthly or other wages such seaman is to be paid, th» 
capacity in which he is to act, and the nature of the voyage in which Che ship is intended to be employed^ 
so tibat the seaman may have some means of judgina of the probaUe period, for which he is Ukeiy to be 
engaged ; and tiie said agreement shall contain the day of the month and year ia which the same shall be 
made, and shall be signed by the master in Uie first instance, and by the seamen respectively at the port 
qr place where such seamoa shall be respectively shiroed ; and the master sludl cause the same to be^ Inr 
or in presence of the party who is to attest their respective signatures tiiereto, truly and distinctly read 
over to every such seaman before he shall be required to sign the same, in order that he may be enabled 
to undnstand the purport and meaning of the oigagQiBeat he mters into and the terms to wliich be ia 
bound.—-! S> 

B^lulauoM^retpeeiu^ Forms qf Agreements. — In Uie cases of shins bound to parts beyond seas, except 
as horein-after provideiC every agreement shall be in the form and snail contain true entries under thcav- 
req^ective heads of the several particulars set forth in the schedule marked (A.) at the end of tliis act, sa 
far as the same can be ascertained ; and the owners and the master of every such ship, or one of them» 
shall, on reporting his ship's arrival at her port of destination in the U. K., dmosit with the ooUectw or. 
oomptroUer of customs at such port a true copy of such agreement, attested by the signature of the master,' , 
that every person interested in such agreement may at all times know the terms and conditions thereof;, 
and in the cases of ships employed in fishing on the coasts of the U. K., and of ships regulariy trading: 
from one part ot the U. K. to an(^er, and of ships regularly trading or making re^ilar voyages to any. 
of the islands of Jors^, Guems^, Ald<«ney, Sadc, and Man, or to any port on the continent of Europe 
between the river Elbe inclusive and Brest, tlie agreement) to be entered into as aibresaid shall be in tba 
form and shall contain due entries under tl^ respective heads of the particulars set forth in the schedule 
(B. ) at the end of this act, so far as the same can be ascertained \ and the owner or one of the owners of every, 
sudi sliip employed in fishing or in trading in any of the oases last mentioned shaU, within 10 days next 
stUsf the enurantm of every 6 months ending the 30th of June and the 31st of December each jrear, 
deposit wkh Uie collector or comptroller of the customs of the porl to which the sliip belongs a true copy, 
of every agreement entered into with any person composing part of the crew within the precedii^ 6. 
months, attested by the signature of such owner ; and all copies of agreements required to be deposited as 
aforesaid shall, when tlie same have been deposited, and be required to be produced in evidence on the 
part of any seaman, be received and taken as legal proof of the contents of the agreement. — ^ 3. 

Penally for DrfaulU — If any master of any ship as aforesaid carry out to sea any seaman (apprentices 
excepted) witiiout having first entered into the agreement hereby required, he shall for every such offence 
forfeit and pay the sum of 10/. in respect of each and every seaman carried out contrary to this act ; and 
tf any master neglect to cause the agreement to be distinctly read over to each seaman, aa enioined above^ 
be shall for every such neglect fbrfeit and pay the sum of 5/. ; and if any master neglect to deposit a copy 
of the agreement with the ccdlector or comptroller of the customs as is hereby reauired, or shall wilfuUy 
deposit a false copy of sudi agre^nent, he shall for every such neglect or offence lorfisit and pay the sum 
ofSO/— $4. 

Seamen not to be deprived qf legal Remedies^ ^c. — No seaman, by entering into or signing nich agree- 
ment as aforesaid, shul forfeit his Uen upon the slim, nor be deprived of any remedy for the recovery of 
his wages which seamen are now lawfiilly entitled to against either the aiapt the master, or the owners 
thereof; nor shall any agreement made contrary, to or inconsistent with the provisions of this act, or any- 
dause whereby a seaman shall consent to forego the right which the maritime law gives him to wages in 
the case of freight earned by ships subsequently lost, or containing any words to that effect, be valid or 
binding on any seaman signing the same ; and m cases in which it may be necessary that the agreraaent 
should be produced to sustain a claim on the part of a seaman, no obli^tion shall lie \xpoa the seaman to 
produce the same, nor shall any seaman fail in any suit or proceeding for the recovery of his wages fop 
want of the production of such agreement, or of any deposited copy thereof as aforesaki, or for the want 
of any notice to produee the same ; any law or usage to the contrary notwithstanding. — $ 5. 

Seamen r^fustng to Join or to proceed in the Ship^ ^c. may be committed to Gaol. — In case a seaman 
shall, after having signed an i^reement as before mentioned, ne^ect or refbse to join the shfo on board of 
whidb he had engaged to serve, or refuse to proceed to sea in her, or absent himself therefrom without 
leave, it shall be lawfid for any justice of the peace, at home or abroad, near the place, upon complaint of 
the fact made upon oath by the master, mate, or owner thereof, and such justice is required, by his 
warrant, to cause sudi seaman to be apprehended and brought before him ; and in case such seaman shall 
not give a reason to the satisfaction of such justice for his neglect, refusal, or absence, upon due proof 
tiiereof it shall be lawfol for sudi justice to commit such seaman to the house of correction, to be kept to 
haitl labour for a period not exceeding 30 days : piovided that in case such seaman, on being brought 
before said justice, shall consent to join the snip and proceed on the voyage for which he has Agreed, it 
■hall be lawfUl for said justice, at the request or tibe master, instead of conunitting such seaman, to causa 
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lilm ID tMfc<mi«Tvd DnboHd the Hid ihlpt or b« dcllvereil to the muter, for (h« purpoie of procpedlog 

ciuBLheiLiEh uftc^.. which ihaJl be cherBeabJa Hgq^it aitd mjif be abated trata theffagoi n grow due 

htrfeilHrf Jbr loKporary Abtgnee fiam DtM. — If any teEoun, >ner hMiag ii^nl the aloi 
urtcment, orifter tneihlpDci board wbleh hn iiu og'^ ^ wrra faaa leR bar flrit portordeu 
Mud berore the porlad tor Ktilch he hu igmd to lerve bs completed, iball wDful)]' and sJlhnit 

beiil«l u inch ^ tlu muter) forhlt ont of Mi wsgei to the muter or owner or tucta ihlp Che u 
o(i daji" paj (Or ewrj W honrt of nch abunee. and hi a like proportloB fiir any Ini period of time, _. „ 
the opilon or ths laid muter, the amount of such eipenm ai liars beeo neceuarUF iBcumd la birinc ■ 
aubnUiitiiUiperfonnhiiwork; and In cau ao; teaman while he belongi to the ihlp ahiU oltboiil ^- 

at her port ^ ddlvery, and beftiTe her cargo be dlacharged, ahall milt the atiip wlttjoat a prnloua dla- 
'*^ree or laate from the nuutor, he iball forfeit I menth'a p^ out of hit wages. But no twSt forfekorea 
LlfbelncorndDideu^thefiict efthmeaiBaq'a tem^rarf abaenoet neglect of dutf, or qultthig the iblp 
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ment to be made forthwith, and in defkult of compliance with such order such master or owner shall forfeit 
md pay the sum of &/.— $ 14. 

Svmmarv Mode qf recovering Waget not exceeding 202. — And whereas seamen, in cases of dispute, 
may be exposed to great inconvenience, expense, and delay in obtaining payment of their wages ; tm 
remedy thereof it is enacted, in all cases of wages not exeeding 20/. which are due and payable to a sea. 
man for service in any ship, it shall be lawful for any justice of peace in any part of H. M.*s dominions, 
residing near the place where the ship has aided her voyage, cleared or discharged her cargo, or near the 
place where the master or owner upon whom the claim is made shall be or reside, upon complaint on oath 
made to such justice by anv seaman, or on his behalf, to summon such master or owner to appear before 
him to answer such complaint, and upon his appearance, or in default thereof, on proof of his having 
been summoned, such justice is empowered to examine upon the oath of Uie parties and their witnesses 
(if there be any) touching the complaint and the amount of wages due, and to make such order for pay- 
ment as shall appear reasonable and just ; and in case such order be not obeyed within 2 days after making 
thereof, it shaU be lawful for such justice to issue his warrant to levy the amount of the wages anvarded 
as due, by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of the party on whom such order for payment shall 
be made, rendering to such party the overplus (if any shall remain of the produce of the sale) after 
deductinyg thereout all charges and expenses incurred by the seaman in making and hearing the complaint, 
at well as those incurred by the distress and levy and in the enforcement of the justice's order ; and in 
case sufficient distress cannot be found, it shall he lawftil for the said justice to cause the amount of the 
said wages and expenses to be levied on the ship in respect of the service on board which the wages are 
claimed, or the taode and apparel thereof; andf if such ship be not within the jurisdiction of suchTustice, 
then he is empowered to apprehend and commit the party upon whom the order for payment shall be 
made to the common gaol of the county, there to remain without bail until payment of the amount of 
wages awarded, and of all costs and expenses attending their recovery ; and the award and decision of 
suoi justice shall be final and conclusive as well on every seaman as on the owner and master of the 
•hk>.~.9 16. 

In what Case Coits qfSuit for Recovery qf Wages not to be allows. — If any suit for the recovery of a 
ceaman's wages be instituted against the sfalp, or the master or owner thereof, in the court of admiralty 
or in any vice-admiralty court, or in any court of record inH. M.'s dominions, and it shall appear to the 
judge tluU the plaintiff might have had as effectual a remedy for the recovery of his wa^es by complaint 
to a justice of the peace as herein-before provided, then and in every such case such .judge is hereby 
reouired to certify to that effect, and thereupon no costs of suit shall be awarded to the plaintiff. — { 16. 

J^ Sh^ is sold at a Foreign Port, Crew to be sent Home at the Expense qf the Master or Owners. — 
Wnen any ship whatever belonging to any subject of the U. K., except in cases of wreck or condem- 
nation, is sold at any port out of H. M.'s dominions, the master in all such cases (unless the crew in the 
Sresence of the Britisn consul or vice-consul, or if there be none such, then in the presence of 1 or more 
(ritish resident mercliants at such port, shall signify their consent in writing to be there discharged,) is 
hereby required, besides paying them the wages to which they shall be entitled under the agreement, 
either to provide them with adequate employment on board some other British vessel homeward bound, 
or to ftirmsh the means of sending them bacx to the port in H. M.'s dominions at which they were origi- 
nally shipped, or to some port in the U. K., as shall be agreed upon, by providing them with a passage 
home, or depositing with the consul or vice-consul such money as he shall deem reasonably sufficient to 
defhty the expenses of their subsistence and passage ; and if the master refuse or neglect to do so, such 
expenses shall be a charge upon the owner whose ship is so sold, except in cases of barratry, wreck, or 
condemnation, and may be recovered as so much money paid and expended on his account, together with 
fhil coats, at the suit of the consul or other person defraying such expenses, or of the attorney-general^ 
in case the same has been allowed to the consul out of the public monies. — $ 17. 

Stqpply at Medicine to be hept on Board, Sgc Every ship sailing from the U. K. to any place out of 

the same shall have and keep constantly on board a sufficient supply of medicines, suitable to accidents 
and diseases arising on voyages ; and in case any default be made in providing such medicines, or in cas<t 
any of the seamen receive any hurt or ii\iury in the service of the ship, the expense of providing the neces- 
sary surc^cal and medical advice, and attendance and medicines, which the seaman shall stand in need of 
unnl he be cured or be brought back to the U. K., shall be borne and defrayed by the owner and master 
of the sh^, or one of them, without any deduction whatever on that account from the seaman's wages. 
— $18. 

Sections 19 and 90. provide for the establishment of an office at the Custom-house, London, for the 
general roister of merchant seamen, consisting of a registrar, &c., under the direction of the lords of the 
admiralty; and authorise letters and packets, on the business of the office, addressed to the registrar, to 
go fk«e of postage. 

Masters qf Ships to deliver Lists qf their Crew on their Return. —Whereas by the act 4 & 5 W. 4. c. 52. 
(see post, p. 28.), a certain book by way of muster-roll is required to be kept on board merchant ships ; 
md whereas it is expedient for the better effecting the objects of this act that &, return should be made to 
the registrar of merchant seamen of many of the said particulars, it is enacted, that the masters of every 
British ship bound to parts beyond seas, except in the cases herein-after provided, shall not only keep 
the book required by tne said recited act, but shall, on reporting his ship on her arrival at her port of 
destin^on in the U. K., deliver to the collector or comptroller of customs at such port an account, 
signed by himself, of all the seamen and others (including apprentices) who have belonged to the ship at 
any time during the absence firom the U. K., containing a true and correct return under their respective 
heads of the several particulars expressed ik the form set forth in the schedule marked (C.) at the end 
of this act.— $21. 

Masters of Ships in the Home Trade to return like Lists. — Within 21 days after the 80th of June and 
the 31st of December in each year, the owner or one of the owners of every ship employed in fishing on 
the coasts of the U. K., or in r^fularly trading from one part of the U. K. to another, and of every ship, 
regularly trading to any of the islands of Jersey, Guernsey, Aldemey, Sark, and Man, or to any port on 
the continent of Europe between the river Elbe inclusive and Brest, shall deposit with the collector or 
comptroller of the customs of the port to which the ship belongs, or with the registrar in London, an 
account, sighed by the owner, or master, of the voyages in which such ship has been engaged during the 
half year ending on the days above mentioned, and setting forth the Christian and surnames of the 
several persons (including the master and apprentices) who belonged to the ship at any time during such 
periods, which account shall be in the form and shall contain a true and correct return, under their 
respective heads, of the several particulars expressed in the schedule marked (D.) at the end of this 
act.— $22. ' 

Retwm to be made in ease qf Ship lost or sold Abroad. — In case any ship be lost or sold while absent 
from the U. K., then an account containing a similar return as in the cases before mentioned, made out 
up to the period of such loss or sale, by the persons who were at that time owner and master thereof, or 
by one of^them, shall be transmitted to the registrar in the port of London so sooh as he shall be able 
to make such return after the loss, and within 12 calendar months at farthest after tl\,e sale of the ship. 
^8 23. 

Lists to be certified, 8^ The said accounts and returns required by this act tP be delivered to the 

collector or comptroller of customs, shall be transmitted by them to the registrar ; and every owner or 
master of a ship who shall refuse or wilfiilly neglect to deliver such list or account as ia hereby required, 
•hall for every such refiisal or n^lect forfdt and pay the sum of 2&<. — $ 24. 

Disposal qf the Effects qf Seamen dyifig Abroad. — Whenever a British teaman abroad diet eltewhere 
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of the feyeral indentures, the names and ages of the apprentices, the names and residence of their- masters, 
and (if known) the names, port, and burden of Uie several ships on board which ther are to serve : and 
•uch r^strar or collector and comptroller shall indorse and subscribe upon each indenture a certificate 
puraordng that the same hath been duly registered pursuant to this act ; and the said collector and comp- 
nroUer shall also at the end of each quarter of the vear transmit a list of the indentures so registored by 
them within the preceding quarter, containing all the particulars aforesaid, to the said registrar, for the 
purposes of this act ; and it shall be lawflil for the master, or his executor or administrator, with the 
consent of the apprentice if of the age of 17 vears or upwards, and if under that age with the consent of 
Ids parent or guardian, to assign or transfer his indenture to any other master or owner of any registered 
di^ \ and ail such Toluntary apprentices may, durhig Uie term for which they are bound, be employed 
In any ship of which the master of any apprentice is master or owner ; provided that every such asdgn- 
ment be r^iisto^ and indorsed by the said registrar, or by the collector or comptroller of customs at the 
port where the master is resident, or to which his ship belongs, in which latter case the said collector or 
oomptroller shall notify the same to the registrar, as is provided with regard to the indenture of such 
Uporentioe. — ^34. 

No Stamp DMigf on Agreemmit. — Aereements with the crew of a ship made in conformity with this 
act, and all indentures of parish and volimtary apprentices to the sea service, and all counterparts and 
assignments of such indentures executed after the passing of this act, shall be wholly exempt firom stamp 
fiii^. — § 35. 

- Penalty oh Masters neglecting to register Indentures^ ^e, — If any master to whom any apprentice 
mentioned in this act shall be bound or assigned neglect to cause the indenture or the assignment thereof 
(as the case may be) to be registered as reqmred bv this act. or shall, after the ship has cleared outwards 
on the voyage upon which such ship may bie bound, suflbr his apprentice to quit his service (not entering 
into that of H. M.)> exc^t in case of death, desertion, sldmess. or other unavoidable cause, to becertUled 
in Uie log-book of the ship, every such master sludl for every such oflfenoe forfeit and pay the sum 
oflOL-.^l6. 

JtAtices to determine Con^tkUnts. — Two or more justices, residing at or near to any port at which any 
•hip having on board any sea apprentice shall at any time arrive, shall have Aill power and authority to 
inquire into and examine, hear, and determine all claims of apprentices upon their masters under their 
Indentures, and all complaints of hard or iU usage exercised by their masters towards their apprentices. 
or of misbehaviour on the part of any apprentice, and to make such orders therein as they are empowered 
to do in other* cases twtween masters and apprentices. ^ ^ 37. 

Common Assaults may be summarily pumshed by 2 Justices. — In case of any assault or battery which 
shall, after the commencement of this act, be committed on board any British merchant ship in any place 
at sea, or out of H. M.'s dominions, it shall be lawful for any 2 justices in any part of H. M. s domimions» 
iipon compl^nt of the party a^rieved, to hear and determine any such complaint, and to proceed and 
make sudi adjudication thereon as any 2 Justices are empowered to do by the act 9 Geo. 4. c. 31., s^h|ect 
however to such provisoes and limitations as are contaoned in the saia act with respect to the cases of 
assault and pattery therein mentioned ; and the fine or forfeiture to be imposed in such case shall be 
pnrable to the merchant seamen's hospital or institution at or nearest to tne port or place where such 
a4hidica t i<m is made.* — ^ 38. 

Masters esUitled to receive the Wages qf Apprentices enten'mg into the Navy — No parish or voluntary 
tapfnatice to the sea service shall be at liberty to enter into H. M.'s naval service during his apprentice> 
imp without the consent of his master ; but if nevertheless he voluntarily enter on board any or H. M.'s 
ships of war, and be allowed by his master to continue therein, such master, in case he give notice to the 
secretary c^ the admiralty of his consent to his apprentice remaining in H. M's service during the residue 
of liis apprenticeship, shall, upon Uie production of his Indenture, be entitled, at the time of paying ofT 
the ship, to receive to bis own use any balance of wages that may be then due and payable to such 
apm'entice up to the period of expiration of his indenture. — V 99. 

Forcing on Shore^ ifc. any Person belongitK to the Crew a Misdemeanor. — If any master of a British 
ship force on shore and leave twhind, or shall otherwise wilfUUy and wrongftilly leave behind on shore or 
at sea, in any place in or out of H. M.'s dominions, any person tielonging to his crew, before the arrival of 
such ship in tne U. K., or before Uie completion of the voyage or voyages for which such person was 
engaged, whether such person have formed part of the original crew or not, every person so oflTendlng 
shul be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall sufi'er such punishment by fiile and imprisonment, or 
both, as to the court before which he is convicted shall seem meet ; and the said ofl^ce may be pro- 
secuted by information at the suit of the attorney-general, or by indictment or other proceeding in any 
pourt of criminal jurisdiction in H. M.'s dominions, at home or abroad, where such master or other per- 
son shall happen to be, although the place where the oflSence may have been committed he out of the 
Ordinary lo4»l jurisdiction of such court ; and such court is hereby authorised to issue a commission for 
the examlni^on of any witnesses absent or out of its jurisdicticm ; and at the trial the depositions so 
taken, if such witnesses be then absent, shall be received in evidence. — ^ 40. 

Seamen not to be discharged Abroad without Sanction. — No master shall discharge any individual per- 
son of his crew, whether British subject or foreigner, at any of H. M.'s colonies or plantations, without 
the previous sanction in writing of the governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary, or other ofiBcer appointed 
in that twhalf by the government there, or in the absence of all such authorities at or near the port or 
place at which the ship is then lying, then of the chief officer of customs resident at or near to such port 
ex place $ nor shall he discharge any person at any other place abroad without the like previous ssjaction 
to writh^ of H. M.'s minister, consul, or vice-consul there, or in the absence of any such functionary, 
then of two respectable merchants resident there ; all which functionaries are hereby required, and all 
which merchants are hereby authorised, in a summary way to inquire into the grounds of such proposed 
discharge by examination on oath, and to grant or refuse such sanction according to their discretion, 
having regard to the objects of this act. — ^ 41 . 

Not to be left Abroad on the Plea qf Incapacity to proceed. — No master shall be at liberty to leave 
behind abroad, either on shore or at sea^ any person of his crew, on the plea of such person not being in 
a condition to proceed on the voyage, or having deserted firom the ship, or otherwise disappeared, unless 
upon a previous certificate in writing of one of such functionaries or merchantit as aforesJud, if there be 
any sucn at or within a reasonable distance firom the place where the ship shaU then be. If there be time 
to procure the same, certifying that such person is not in such condition, or has deserted or disappeared, 
and cannot be brought back ; and all such functionaries are hereby required, on the application of any 
such master, to inquire by examination on oath into the circumstances, and to give or refuse such certifi- 
cate according to the result of such examination — ^42. 

If any ttf ike Crew are left behind, the Proqf qf Sanction shdU be on the Master — If any master shall 
leave behind any one of his «rew contrary to this act, in any indictment or proceeding the proof of his 
having obtained the sanction or certificate aforesaid shall be upon him. it being the intention hereof that, 
except in the case of entering into H.M.'s naval service, no person of the crew shall be discharged, either 
with or without his consent, in any place abroad where such functionary can be found, unless he have 
given his sanction thereto.— M3. „ , .^ „ , 

Seamen when allowed to be l^ behind to be paid their Wages — Every master who shall leave any 
person of his crew on shore at any place abroad, under certificate of his not being in a condition to pro- 
ceed on the voyage, shall deliver to one of the said functionaries, or if there be none such to any two 
respectable merchants there, or if there be but one then to such one merchant, a just and true accouut 
c»f the wages due to such person, and pay the same to the seaman, either to money or by a bill drawn 
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upon the owner of his ship : and if by bill, then such Ainctlonary or merchant is hereby required by 
certificate indorsed on such bill to testify that the same is drawn according to this act for money diie <m 
account of wages of a seaman, or to that eflRect ; and any master who shall deliver a false account, or re« 
fuse or neglect to deliver a just and true account of the wages due to ^uch person, and to pay the amount 
in money or by bill as aforesaid, shall for every such offence forfeit and pay, in addition to the wages due, 
tlie penal sum of 26/ — ^44. 

Act not to prevent Seamen from entering into the Navy. — Nothing in this act or in any agreement 
shall prevent anv seaman or person belonging to any merchant ship whatever from entering or being re- 
ceived into H. M.'s naval service, nor shall any such entry be deemed a desertion from the merdbant 
ship, nor incur any penalty or forfeiture whatever, either of wages, clothes, or effects, or other matter 
or thing, notwithstanding any agreement made to the contrary ; and all masters and owners of ships are 
strictly prohibited from introducing into any ship's articles or agreement with the crew any clause or 
matter by which any penalty or forfeiture or any kind is agreed to be incurred by a seaman upon hi« 
entry into U. M.'s service. — \ 45. 

Seamen entering into the Navvfrom Merchant Ships entitled to the immediate Delivery qf Clothes ^ 8^e. -• 
When any seaman quits a mercnant ship in order to enter into H. M.'s naval service, and is actually 
received into such service, not having previously committed any act amounting to and treated by tM 
master as a total desertion, he shall be entitled immediately upon entry to the delivery up of all his clothes 
and effects on board Such merchant ship, and (in case the ship shall have earned freight) to receive f^om 
the master the pajrment of the proportionate amount of his wages up to the period of such entry, in 
money or by a bill on the owner ; all which clothes, effects, money, and bill such master is required to 
deliver up to him accordingly, under a penalty of 25/. for any refhsal or neglect, to be recovered with ftill 
costs of suit by such seaman : provided, that if no freight have been earned at the time of such entry^ 
then the master shall be required to give the seaman so entering a bill upon the owner for his wages to 
the period of such entry, payable on the ship's safe arrival at her destined port : but in case the master 
shall have no means of ascertaining the balance justly due, he shall make out and deliver to such seaman 
a certificate of the period of his services and the rate of wages he is entitled to, producing at the same 
time to the commanding officer of H. M.'s ship the agreement entered into with the seanum for the 
voyage : and every master, upon the delivery up of such clothes and effects, and the settlement- as now 
direOed, of such wages, shall be entitled to receive from the officer in command of H. M.'s ship into 
which such seaman has entered, a certificate signed by the officer, which he is hereby re()uired to give 
upon the request of the master, testifying that such seaman has entered into H. M.'s ship to serve, aa 
proof that the master had not parted with the seaman contrary to the provisions of this act. — ^ 46- 

Power toH.M.to sue for the Amount advanced for Seamen Ifft Abroad. — In all cases where any master 
has forced on shore or left behind any person against the provisions of this act, and any such person shall 
become distressed and be relieved under th^ provisions of the act 11 Geo. 4. c. 20., or under any act 
hereafter to be passed, then, in addition to tne wages due from and the penalties imposed on such 
master, H. M. shall be entitled to sue him or the owner of the ship, at the option of tiie lords of the 
admiralty, for all charges and expenses incurred on the subsistence, necessary clothing, and conveyance 
home of such person, as so much money paid and expended to the use of the defendant, which, together 
with full costs of suit, may be recovered in the same manner as other debts due to H. M. are recoverable ; 
and in any proceeding for VmX purpose proof of the account furnished to the said commissioners by any 
one of such functionaries, or by such two merchants or one merchant, according to the case, as provided 
by the said act of the 11 Geo. 4. c. 20., shall, together with proof of payment by the said lords or by 
the treasurer of the navy, of the charges incurred on account of such person, be sufficient evid^oce that 
he was relieved and conveyed home at H. M.'s expense ; and the court in which any proceeding for the 
recovery of the- said money is instituted is authorised to issue a commission for the examination of wit- 
nesses abroad, and the depositions so taken shall be received as evidence. — % 47. 

Ship*s Agreement on Arrival at a Foreign Port to be deposits with the CamstU, — Every master of a 
British ship, on his arrival at any foreign port where there is a British consul or vice-consul, shall 
deliver to such ftinctionary the agreement with his ship's crew, to be preserved by him during the ship's 
stay there, and to be returned to the master before his leaving the port, without any fee or charge for the 
same ; and if any master refUse or neglect to deliver such agreement to the consiu or vice-consul, as is 
hereby required, he shall for &9&ry such offence forfeit and pay the sum of 25/ § 48. 

No Seaman to be shipped at a Foreign Port without the Privity qfthe Consul. — During the ship's stay 
at any foreign port no seaman shall he shipped by anv master except witJi the privity of the ccmsul or 
vice-consul, indorsed or certified on the agreement, under a penalty of 25/. for every seaman shipped in 
breach of this act. — \ 49. 

Masters to produce Agreements to Officers qf King's Ships. —The master of every British ship is hereby 
required to produce and show the muster-roll of the ship, ana the agreement with his crew, to the cap- 
tain, commander, or other commissioned officer of any of H. M.'s ships requiring a production and sight 
thereof ; and it shall be lawful for any such officer in H. M.'s naval service, if he think it necessary, to 
muster the crew and passengers (if any) of any British ship, in order to be satisfied that the provinons 
of this act, and the laws rel^^ng to navigation with respect to the crews of merchant ships, nave been 
duly complied with ; and if any master shall, upon being required by any such officer, neglect or rcsKise 
to produce the muster-roll or agreement, or obstruct any officer in mustering the said crew or passen- 
gers, or produce any false muster-roll, he shall for every such offence forfeit and pay the sum of 2Si/. 
—§60. 

Eegistrar and Officers of Customs empowered to require Production qfthe Agreement^ 4c. — ^For th*» better 
carrying into effect the purposes of this act it shall be lawful for the registrar and his assistants, and also 
for the collectors or other chief officers of customs, at the several ports of the U. K. and of Uie british 
possessions abroad, to demand from the master of every ship required to enter into an agreement witii his 
crew, the production of the muster>roll of the ship, and also of such agreement, with liberty to take a 
copy of either or both, and to muster the crew and apprentices of such ^ip, for the purpose or ascertain, 
ing whether the provisions of this act,,and of tlie laws relating to navigation, have been complied with ; 
and if any master, on such demand being made, refuse or neglect to produce such muster-roll or agree- 
ment, or refuse to allow a copy of either document to be taken, or refuse to permit, or prevent his crew 
and apprentices from being mustered, he shall for every such neglect, refusal, or offence, forfeit and pay 
the sum of 50/. — $ 51 . 

Definition qfthe Terms Master, Seaman, Ship., and Owner, — Every person having the charge or com- 
mand of any British ship shall, within the meaning and for the purposes of this act, be deemed and taken 
to be the master of such ship ; and every person (apprentices excepted) employed or engaged to serve in 
any capacity on board the same, shall be deemed and taken to be a seaman within the meaning and for 
the purposes of this act : and the term " ship," as used in this act, shall be taken and understood to 
oompreliend every description of vessel navigating on the sea ; and the term ** owner," as applied 
to a ship, shall be understood to comprehend all persons, if more than one, to whom the ship belongs ; 
and all steam and other. vessels employed in carrying passengers or goods shall be deemed trading shq>s 
within the meaning and for the purposes of this act. — § 62. 

Recovery qf Penalties. — All penalties and forfeitures imposed ly this act, for the recovery whereof no 
specific mode is herein provided, shall be recovered, with costs of suit, in manner following : (that is to 
•ay.) all penalties and forfeitures not exceeding 20/. shall be recoverable at the suit of any person by 
infbrmation and summary proceeding before any one or more justice or justices in any part of H. M.'s 
dominioot^ retidlug near to the place where the offence shall be conunitted, or where the c^ender sbalt 
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be, whkh Ju»tl« or Jiiidc« ilull hne fall powtt Id lery ihe bniKiiTt of uir loch pnullr m* Ibrfei turt 
«jid c«tl bjr djatreu ADd Hie nf Ihv aOtDder'i gotjOt, ar lij i^iBnaHTaeal at toe ommOa for nrm-itanHnt 
of tbs uaouiil ; utd mLI penAlIlo and forfaiCum uccedljjg aCV- iball wmI mH be Twoveml, wllb cotU 

(be culi of H- U/i ■tlofiHr'^iierBl or ocb«r chief lav oBrer of Urt crown in anr put of H' U/i donL 
Blau oCtasr Itau In Scotlind, and If tbers it Ibc inll at Iks lord •dneue i ud [bu ill paulUei ud 
fi)iMtiim DMOltoDod la Ihli ut for wbkb no ipwUe inUeiUon I> bdbn proTUrd ibaU, vbn 
ncoreffBd* bo pild and applied u fbllowi ; Ha., one rnule^ or niiry audi peual^ ihall be nld to tbo 

port lo whleb the iblp abil] belong, and if there bo nmo lach at aald port, Sen tbi wbale of [be uld 
nakhie ihall be paid to Gnenwltta Hoapltal : iBorlded, Out It ibaU be lawlbl Ibr Ibe omR beftiro whkh 
or tbe Jumee or Juaticei before wtaocn uj proceedlnn ire fautJIutod tat tha nttnetj of any pecuolary 
pmaln Impmd hf thii ad » uMbUo or reduce lucli peDalCT at to tbem abill iqipe« juH and leuan- 
■ble, m aueb manner, faowerer, waE no penahtf aba]] ba rediucd balow half Iti original amount : and 
pnnldHl ■lio. tbat all proceedlnn u to be Ineatuted be cocnmonced within 3 yeari lAsr Ibe commla- 
aloa of tbe offbnca. If Ibo lane iia*e been committed at or bejood tbe Gape of Good Hope or Cape 
Horn, or within ] nar If connltlcd on thsBuropiiBn lidaDftnoveliBillfl, or wttblA 6 calendar monthi 
after the retuni of the oflbnder or complaining party to the U, K. — ^63- 
J$to Sliipt beJtmtfiHg t3 anr Brilitk Colony kaHiif a htgitlAt^re. — TUi act aball ekC eitend or apply 
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SEAMEN (ESTABLISHMENT FOB). 



[Supp. 



SCHEDULE (C.) 

Ship , of the Port of , whereof was Mastet. 

A List of the Crew (Including the Master and Apprentices) at the Period of her sailing from the Port of 

, in the United Kingdom, Arom which she took her first Departttre on her Vojrage to 
, and of the Men who joined the Sliip subsequent to such Departure and until her 
Return to the Port of , being her Port of Destination in the United Kingdom. 



Name. 


Age. 


Tiaceof 
Birth. 


QaaU^. 


Ship in 

which he 

lastaerved. 


. Date of 
Joining the 
Ship. 


Plaoe 
where. 


Time of Death 
or leaving 
the Ship. 


Place 
where. 


How 
dispoaedof. 























Nate. ~- If any one of the crew haa entered his Majesty's 
ferricct the name of the Unit's ship in which he entered 
most be stated in the account, uiider the head of '* How disposed 
of.' 



Nate. — This list to be filled np, and, being signed by the 
master, is to be delivered by him to the collector or comptroller 
of the customs, on reporting his ship inwards, on her anlvai at 
her port «F destination in the United Kingdom. 



SCHEDULE (D.) 



An Account of the Voyages in which the Ship , of . has been engaged in 

the Half Year commencing on the Day of , One thousand eight hundred and 

, and ending on the Day of , One thousand eight hundred and 

, and of all the Persous (Masters and Apprentices included) who have belonged to such Ship . 
during that Period. 

ACCOUNT OP THE VOYAGES. 
[Here the several Voyages^ and the Periods qfsuch Voye^es^ are to he deseribed,"} 

ACCOUNT OF THE CHEW. 



Name. 


Age. 


Plane of 
Birth. 


QuaUty. 


Ship in 

which he 

last served. 


Date of 
Joi^njthe 


Place 
where. 


Time of Death 
or leaving 
the Ship. 


Place 
where. 


How 
diqioaedof. 






















^ofe.— Ifa 
service, the n 
be stated in 
of.- 


ny one 
ameol 
liis ac 


of the crew si 
'the king's si 
count, undei 


udlhaveei 

lip in whic 

ttiehead 


iteredhisMaje 
.h he entered r 
(^"Howdisp 


nust 
osed 


NoU. — This account, when filled up, is to be signed by the 
owner, and deposited with the collector or comptroller or the 
customs of the port to which the ship shall belong, or with 
the registrar of merchant seamen in London. 



SEAMEN (ESTABLISHMENT FOR).— -The reader will find in the body o 
this work, p. 1015., a notice of the corporation established by the act 20 Geo. 2. c. 38. 
for the relief and support of maimed and disabled merchant seamen, and of the 
widows, children, &c. of such seamen as were killed or drowned in the merchant service. 
But, as the funds at the disposal of the corporation have been very limited, it has not 
been much heard of. Under previous acts, 6d. per month was deducted from the wages 
of all seamen in the merchant service ; the produce of which assessment was paid over 
to the trustees of Greenwich Hospital, in the benefit of which institution such seamen 
were to be allowed to participate. But this arrangement has latterly been much 
objected to, and apparently not without good reason ; for it appears from the oflScial 
returns {Diet. pp. 1016, 1017.), that, though the contributions from merchant ships 
to Greenwich Hospital in 1828 and 1829 exceeded 20,000/. a year, there was not on the 
establishment a single individual who had been exclusively employed in the merchant 
service I The heavy expenses attending the collection of the duty were also much 
objected to. 

Repeal of the 6d. a Month Greenwich Duty, — To obviate these complaints, the 
4 & 5 Will. 4. c. 34. directs that the contribution of 6d. per month by seamen in the 
merchant service to Greenwich Hospital shall cease from the 1st of January, 1835 ;. and 
that 20,000/. a year shall be advanced from the consolidated fund to the Hospital, to 
make good the deficiency caused by the cessation of such contribution. 

New Establishment for Support of Merchant Seamen, g-c. — And to provide still more 
effectually for the relief and support of maimed and disabled merchant seamen, and 
of the widows, &c., of those kDled or drowned in the merchant service, the act 
4 & 5 Will. 4. c. 52. has been passed. This act i*epeals the 20 Geo. 2. c. 38., except 
in so far as it relates to the establishment of the corporation of president and governors 
for the relief of maimed, &c. merchant seamen, and of the widows and children of 
seamen killed or drowned in the merchant service ; and it also repeals as much of 
the act 37 Geo. 3. c. 73. as relates to the wages of seamen dying while employed in 
ships trading to the West Indies. Having thus cleared the way for a new system, it 
goes on to ena«.t : — 

President and Governors empowered to relieve disabled Seamen, 8[c. — Thd said president and govemon 
and their succesfors are authorised to provide, in their hospital, for such seamen as are renderra inci^pa- 
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tde of service by sickness, wounds, or other accidental misfortunes, and tliose wlio shall become decrepit 
or worn out bf age, or to allow them certain pensions, or otherwise, as the president and soremors deem 
meet and most for the advantage of the said cnarity ; and also to relieve Uie widows and children of such 
seamen as shall be killed, slain, or drowned in the said service ; and also to relieve the widows and 
children of seamen dying after having contributed during a term of 21 years to the funds of this corpor- 
ation, provided such children are not of the age of 14 years, or if of that age or upwards, not capable of 
getting a livelihood by reason of lameness, blindness, or other infirmities, and are proper objects of 
chari^ ; and also to relieve the widows and childroi (such children being proper objects of charity) of 
such seamen as at the time of their death shall have been receiving or be^ entitled to pensions, under 
and by virtue of this act, from the Uind hereby to be created, as decrepit or worn-out seamen, provided 
that no widow shall be entitled to any benefit under this act, who shaU not have been the wife of such 
seaman or pensioner before he became entitled to relief under its provisions : provided nevertheless, that 
no seaman shall be entitled to any provision or benefit of thit act, on account of any hurt or damage 
received on board any ship or vessel, unless he produce, or cause to be produ«!d, a certificate of the said 
hurt or damage from the master, mate, boatswain, and surgeon, or so many of them as were in the vessel 
to which he t)elonged at the time of his receiving such hurt or damage, or of the master and 2 of the sea- 
men, if there be no other officer, or in case the master shall die, or be killed or drowned, then of the 
person who shall take upon him the care of the ship or vessel, and 2 of the seamen on board the same 
under their hahds and seals, thereby signifying how and in what manner such seaman received such hurt 
or damage, whether in fighdng, deiendmg, working, loading, or unloading the said ship or vessel, where 
and when he entered, and how long he had served on board the same ; and the parties so signing and 
sealing such certificate are hereby required to make oath to the truth thereof before some justice of the 
peace, if given in Great Britain or Ireland, or the chief oflScer of the customs of the port or place where 
there is no justice of the pear^e, or before the British consul or resident in any foreign country where 
such certificate is executed (who are respectively authorised and required to administer the same without 
fee or reward) ; and in case of sickness, whereby such seaman shall be rendered incapable of service, a 
certificate, signed, sealed, and authenticated in like manner, signifying that he was healthy when he 
entered on board such ship or vessel, and that such sickness was contracted on board the same, or on 
shore in doing his duty in the service of the ship, and not otherwise, and expressing the time and place 
he entered on board such ship or vessel, and how long he had served therein ; and that no widow, child, 
or children of any seaman killed, slain, or drowned in the said service, shall be relieved or entitled*to any 
allowance by virtue of this act unless she or they, or some person on her or their behalf, shall produce a 
certificate, signed, sealed, and authenticated in like manner, signifying how and in what manner such 
seaman lost his life in the service of the said ship or vessel, the time and place he entered on board, and 
how long he had served therein ; and that no widow, child, or children of any seaman in the said service shall 
be entitled to any relief bv virtue of this act, unless she or they shall produce, or cause to be produced, a 
certificate under the hands and seals of the minister and churchwardens and overseers of the poor of the 
parish, township, or place, or any 2 of them, or under the hands and seals of the minister ana overseers 
of the poor of the parish, township, or place, or any 2 of them, where there are no churchwardens, or if 
in Scotland, by the minister and elders, or if in Ireland, by a justice of the peace for the parish, township, 
or place where such widow, &c. shall at the time reside, and if such widow, &c. are some of the people 
called Quakers, then by any 2 reputable persons of that persuasion of the parish, township, or place 
where such widow, &c. nave a legal settlement, or do inhabit and reside, to be attested bv 2 or more 
Credible witnesses that such widow was the lawful wife and real widow, and that such child or children 
was or were the lawful child or children of such deceased seaman as aforesaid, and that such child or 
children is or are under the age of 14 years, or if of that age or upwards, not capable of getting a liveli- 
hood by reason of lameness, blindness, or other infirmities, and is or are proper objects of charity ; and 
that no seaman shall be provided for by a pension or otherwise, as decrepit or worn out, unless he have 
served in the merchant service for the space of 5 years, and have during that time paid the monthly duty 
out of his wages, imposed by the act 20 Geo. 2. c. 38., or by this act required to l>e henceforward paid 
and deducted, as the case may happen, for the uses and purposes herein provided. — ^2. 

Forgery qf Ceri^cate. — Forged certificates to be null and void ; and those knowingly using them to be 
liable to uie punishment of an incorrigible rogue. — ^ 3. 

Courts. — The president and 5 assistants to make a court, who are to meet weekly. The court may 
apply the monies of the corporation, and appoint the officers and their salaries, and do all other matters 
and things necessary. — ^4. 

Ail Masters and Owners qf Merchant Ships or Vessels^ ^c. to pay 2s. per Month. — For eff'ecting the 
ends and purposes aforesaid, every master or any merchant ship or vessel belonging to any British subject, 
and every owner, being a British subject, navigating or working his own ship or vessel, whether the said 
ship or vessel be employed on the high sea, or coasts of Great Britain or Ireland, or in any port, bay, or 
creek of the same, shall, from and after the 31st day of December, 1834, pay 2s. per month, and propor- 
tionably for a lesser time, during the time hcJ or they shall be employed in such merchant ship or vessel, 
for the uses and purposes aforesaid : provided always, that such masters or owners, or their widows, and 
children under 14 years of age, or being objects of charity as aforesaid, shall be entitled to a proportionate 
increase of the pension or allowance by this act provided, according to the diffbrence between the amount 
of the monthly duty paid by other seamen, mariners, and pilots, in case such master or owner shall have 
paid the 2f. per month for a period of 5 years or 60 months before any application to the said president 
and governors for relief under this act ; but in case any such master or owner be killed or drowned, 
or become decrepit, maimed, or disabled, before he or they shall have paid such increased rate of 
2t. per month for the full period of 5 years or 60 months as aforesaid, then such masters or owners, or 
their widows and children, shall be entitled to such smaller pension or allowance as the said president and 
governors, or the trustees to be appointed, shall think fit. — § 5. 

All Seamen^ or other Persons serving on board such Ships or Vessels^ to pay Is. per Month. — Every 
seaman or other person whatsoever who shall serve or be employed in any merchant ship, or other private 
ship or vessel, belonging to any British subject, whether employed on the high sea, or coasts of Great 
Britain or Ir^and, or in any port, bay, or creek of the same, and every pilot employed on board any such 
ship or vessel, shall, fh)m and after the 31st day of December, 1834, pay Is. per month, and proportionably 
for a lesser time, during the time he or they shall be employed in or belong to the said ship or vessel, for 
the uses and purposes aforesaid: provided that this act shall not lie construed to extend to any person 
employed in taking fish in any boat upon any of the coasts of Great Britain or Ireland, or the islands of 
Guernsey, Jersey, Aldemey, Sark, and Man, nor to any person employed In boats or vessels that trade 
only from place to place within any river of Great Britain or Ireland — ^6. 

Masters qf Ships to keep in their Hands Is. per Month out qf Seamen's Pay. — The master, owner, or 
oconmander of every such merchant or private ship or vessel is hereby required to deduct out of the 
wages, shares, or other profits payable to seamen or other persons employed on board such ship or 
vessel (other than those hereby excepted), the said monthly duty, and shall pay the same, together with 
the amount ot the duty owing'from himself, to such officer or officers as shall be lawfully appointed at 
any of the out-ports for collecting the said duty of Is. per month, if such seamen or other persons be 
entitled to any such wages, shares, or profits. — ^7' 

Appointments qf Receivers. — PresldRnt ana fiovemors, with the concurrence of commissioners of 
customs, to appomt such persons to receive the monthly duties at the out-ports as they may think fit, 
making them a reasonable allowance for their troupe which is not. however, in anv case, to exceed 
ft per cent, on the gross sum collected. — § 8. 
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Former Trustees^— Trustees previously appointed at the several oat>pofts to be subject to the pro- 
visions of this act. _ ^ 18. 

Trustees in Bristol, — The corporation of the Merchants Venturers of Bristol are appointed trustees tor 
the duties, &c. received there ; and empowered to h<dd IukIs, Sec for the purpose of this act. -^ ^ 19. 

UuU Trmttees.— The guild of the Trinity-house of Kingstoa-upon-HuU appointed trustees for the 
duties, &c. recdved there. — \ 20. 

Greenock and Glasgow^ 8[C. — The ports of Glasgow, Greenock, and Port Glasgow. &c. to be deemed 
one united port, and masters of ships belongidg thereto to elect trustees for collecting duties, &c — 
4 21. 

Transmission <^ Accounts — Trustees of out-ports to transmit accounts of the yearly receipts and ex- 
penditure to president and governors, — ^ 22. 

TVansmission qf Muster Roll* — Collectors appointed by trustees or corporations aforesaid are excq;>ted 
flrom sending duplicate of muster rolls to the president and assistants. — j 23. 

Secticms 24. and 25. enact that no seaman shall be oititled to the benefit of this act unless be pays the 
duty ; and tiiat those seamen who have served longest shall be first provided for. 

Mat)Med Seamen to be provided for at the port where the accident happens ^ 26. 

Disabled Seamen having served and paid 5 years,- to be provided for wnere they have contributed moat. 
— 4 87. 

Seamen shipwrecked^ or made Prisoners by the Enemy, may be relieved. — ^28. 

Where regular Certificates cannot be obtained, others mau be admitted In all cases where the oertill- 

cates directed to be produced b^ thiti act for the purpose of entitling parties to relief and support cannot 
be obtained, such other certificates as shall be satisractory to the president and governors or trustees re- 
spectively shall be received and allowed, so as to entitle tho party producing the same to the pensions or 
other r^ef provided by this act. — ^ 29. 

Wtiges qf deceased Seamen to be paid to the Trustees — All sums of laaaer due for wages to any sea- 
man, mariner, or other person engaged on board any British merchant iihip m any port or ports in Great 
Britain and Ireland, who shall have died on board during the voyage, shall, within 3 months after the arrival 
of such ship in any port of Great Britain and Ireland, be paid to the trustees of the said port appointed in 
pursuance of this act, or to the receiver or collector Or other authorised agent of the said president and 
govemprs, where there are no such trustees, to and for the use of the iexecutors or administrators of the sea- 
man or oth«r person so dying ; and in case no claim shall be made on the said trustees by such executors 
or administrators on account of such wages, within 1 year after the same have been paid over, then the said 
trustees shall remit the same to the collector or receiver or other their authorised agent of the president 
and governors at the port of London, in such manner and times as the said president, &c. shall direct, to 
and for the use of the executors or administrators of the seaman or other person so dying ; and in case 
no d^n^ shall be made on the said president, &c. by the executors, &c. of such seaman on account of such 
wager within 1 year after the same snail have been first paid over to their collector, then it shall be lawfUl 
for them to direct such wages to be paid over (but without interest for the same) to the widow, or if there 
be no widow claiming, then to the lawfiil issue respectively, or such persons as by virtue of the statutes 
of distribution of intestates' effects shall be entitled to the same ; and if any master or commander of any 
merchant ship neglect or reftise to pay over to the said trustees, or the receiver or collector at the port 
aforesaid, all such sinns of money within the time before limited, he shidl forfeit for everr such offence 
double the amount of the sums of money due to any seaman or other person for wages. — (30. 

Wages, if not demanded in 3 Years by representatives, to go to the use of the pre^dent and governors, 
or the trustees of the respective ports. — ^31. 

Payment to Seamen's Hospital in London. — President and governors to pay S per cent, out of duties 
received by them from seamen in the port of London to the Seamen's Hospital Society in that port.— 
4 32. 

Deductions fivm Gross Amount. — It shall be lawftil for the receiver or collector or other authorised 
agent of the president and governors at the port of London, and he is hereby authorised, to deduct and 
receive from tne gross amount of such sums of money as shall be derived from the unclaimed wages of 
deceased seamen, received by him in respect of such wages, 5 per cent, in satisfaction of all expenses and 
trouble he may be put to in the receipt, collection, or transmission thereof. 

The Qontributions to the new fund will, most likely, amount to about 50,0002. a year ; 
80 that, if it be discreetly and eccmomically managed, it will afford the means of suitably 
providing for a large number of disabled merchant seamen, as well as for the wives 
and children of those who have lost their lives in that service. The distressing con- 
sequences of those accidents and casualties to which seamen are so peculiarly liable, will 
thus be materially reduced ; so that the service will, in &ct, be rendered less hazardous, 
and more respectable. 

SHARES IN JOINT STOCK COMPANIES (PRICES OF, &c.)— The 
following Table may, we hope, be useful to such of our readers as have not ready access 
to the lists regularly published in London. It embraces the various complies of which 
shares are usually on sale in the London market, exhibiting the number of shares in 
each, the sum paid up on account of such shares, the price which they brought on the 
Sd of April, 1840, the then dividend on account of each share, and the periods when 
the dividends are payable. It is taken from Wettenhall's List, the most authentic record 
of such matters. It can hardly, we think, fail to be interesting ; for, though some of 
the particulars embodied in it will soon become obsolete, others will not easily change, 
and i^ will always be valuable as a standard of comparison. 

N, B. — When the amount of a share only is mentioned, it is to be presumed that 
it is entirely paid up. 

Increeue of Companies. — The extraordinary increase of joint-stock companies, for the 
construction of railways, the formation of banks, insurance o£5ces, &c., is not one of the 
least interesting phenomena of the present times. This increase makes it peculiarly 
desirable that the law as to these associations, both as respects the engagements between 
them and the public, and the rights and obligations of the partners in reference to each 
other, should be clearly defined and laid down ; ^nd we have heard that it is intended 
to introduce a measure in furtherance of these objects. The subject, however, is one of 
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considerable difficulty, and should be approached with great caution. But whatever . 
may be done in this matter, we trust that no attempt will be made, directly or indirectly, 
to lessen the indefinite responsibility of every partner in such concerns for their debts 
and engagements. We look upon this unlimited individual responsibility as by fiur the 
best, or rather the only, security that is worth a straw for their honest and prudent 
management. The introduction of partnerships en commandUe, or of partnerships with 
limited responsibility, would be both unnecessary and mischievous : unnecessary, because 
there is no disinclination on the part of individuals to embark, as the law now stands, in 
any undertaking, how hazardous soever, that affords a reasonable prospect of even a mo- 
derate return ; and mischievous, because partnerships with limited responsibility may 
be, and in &ct frequently are, converted into engines for deceiving and defrauding the 
public. Some companies have endeavoured to defeat this indefinite liability by inserting 
clauses to that effect among the conditions on which they profess to do business. But 
it is believed that these stipulations are illegal ; of their inexpediency there can be no 
doubt ; and as they may entrap the unwary, and give rise to litigation, their prohibition 
by an act of the legislature would seem to be a prudent measure. 

SHIPS (Classification, Qualifications of Masters of, &c. ). — There is in the 
DicL, p. 1268, an account of the annual average number of shipwrecks iirom 179S to 
1829, with a classified account of those in the last year. Since then, the number of 
these calamities has in no degree diminished. The following account, compiled from 
Lloyd's books, shows the amount of shipwreck, in so for as it can be ascertained, from 
the 1st of January, 18S2, to the 30th of June, I8S6. 

Statement of the Number of the Vessels lost, abandoned, broken up, &c. 



In 1832, actual losses, &c. from Lloyd's books • 
In 1R33, actual losses, &c. from Lloyd's books - 
In 1834, losses, &c. 1st of January to 31st of 

December, from oflfice book, Lloyd's list, and 

other sources, surveyors, &c. ... 
In 1835. losses, &c. Ist of January to Slst of 

December, from office book, Lloyd's list, and 

other sources, surveyors, &c. 
In 1836, losses, &c. 1st January to Slst of June, 

from Lloyd's list, and other sources > 


British. 


Fofci|{n« 


Total. 


No. of 
Ships. 


ATerage 
Tonna^. 


No. of 
Ships. 


ATenge 
Tonnage. 


No. of 
Ships. 


Average 
Tonnage. 


345 
626 

432 

694 
284 


unknown 
ditto 

113,184 

121,770 
60,268 


139 
185 

168 

158 
115 


unknown 
ditto 

41,396 

32,390 
20,355 


464 
811 

690 

762 


■unknown 
ditto 

154,680 

154,160 
70,623 



This account must not, however, be taken as fairly representing the total loss from 
shipwreck. The return as to foreign losses is too defective to be of the least value ; and 
even as respects British shipping, such losses only are taken into account as are entered 
upon Lloyd*s books, whereas it is well known that very many vessels are annually lost 
that are not entered in these books, and of which, consequently, no account is kept. 

But, such as it is, the above account shows, estimating the value of the wrecked ships 
and cargos at the moderate rate of ISL a ton, that the pecuniary loss arising from the 
shipwreck of British vessels, in 1835, amounted to the immense sum of 2,191,860/L 
(121,770 X 18). But the loss of property is less afflicting than the loss of life. In 
1833, the crews of 38 ships were entirely drowned while those of very many more 
partially shared the same fate. But, owing to the extent to which emigration has of 
late years been carried, and especially to the numbers of poor emigrants ready to embark 
in any ship, provided they get a cheap passage, the loss of crews is no criterion of the 
loss of lifb occasioned by shipwreck. Thus, in 1834, no fewer than 731 emigrants, 
bound for Canada, lost their lives by shipwreck, principally in the gulph and river of 
St. Lawrence (see anti, art. Emigrants) ; and within the last few years there has been 
a still more lamentable waste of life, in consequence of the loss of convict ships bound 
for Australia. The frequency and amount of shipwreck is, indeed, quite appalling : and 
has at length begun forcibly to attract the public attention. 

It may be thought, perhaps, that these disasters are wholly ascribable to the perOs 
incident to navigation, and that they are not really greater than might be expected to 
occur to a mercantile navy so extensive as that of England, whose flag is displayed on every 
sea, however remote or dangerous ; but such is not really the case. If we suppose that 
a third part of the wrecks that have taken place of late years have been occasioned by the 
dangers of the sea, we believe we shall not be within, but beyond, the mark. Tlie other 
two thirds, or more, have originated in artificial causes, of which the principal have been 
the erroneous system adopted by the underwriters in the classification of ships, and the 
incompetency of the masters. 

1. Old System for cUusifying Ships. — To insure a ship on right principles, or in such 
a way that the premium 4iall be the fair equivalent of the risk, is no ea'jy matter. The 
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risk depends parttyon the condition of the ship and the capacity of the master and crew ; 
partly on the nature of the cargo she is to take on board ; and partly on the voyage she 
has to perform. The last two circumstances disclose themselves, and their influence 
may be appreciated, at least with sufficient accuracy for practical purposes, without any 
difficulty ; but it b &r otherwise with the condition of the ship, and the capacity of the 
master and crew. It is essential to the adjusting of an insurance on fiiir terms, that 
these should be known ; and it is, at the same time, exceedingly difficult to acquire any 
accurate information with respect to them. 

It is plain that there is but one mode in which any thing satisfactory can be learnt 
with respect to the condition of ships, and that is, by the inspection and examination of 
persons of competent information as to such matters. To acquire a just character at first, a 
ship should be repeatedly surveyed while she is being built ; and to learn her condition 
at any subsequent period, some of the planks shoiSd be taken off, and her hull and 
rigging subjected to a thorough examination. This is the only method to be followed if 
we wis^ to arrive at results that may be safely depended on. The age of a ship should 
not be altogether overlooked in estimating her condition ; but it is not a criterion that, 
taken by itself is worth almost any thing. There is the greatest possible diffisrence in 
the materials of which different ships are built, in the way in which they are built, and in 
the wear and tear to which they are exposed. Some have been so very bad, that they 
have actually gone to pieces on their first voyage ; others, with difficulty, last for S, 4, 
or 7 years; and others, again, run for 10, 15, and even 20 years, and upwards, with but 
little repair. It may be presumed that the condition of ships built of similar materials, 
on the same plan, and employed in the same departments of trade, will depend materially 
on their ages : but a thousand circumstances conspire to defeat this presumption ; and 
it would be ludicrous to suppose that it should apply at all in the case of ships constructed 
of different materials, and engaged in different lines. 

But notwithstanding the criterion of age is thus really worth less than nothing as a rule 
by which to judge of a ship's condition, it is almost the only one that has been refi^rred to in 
this country. From about the year 1760, or perhaps earlier, down to 1834, ships were 
arranged, by the underwriters at Lloyd's, in classes marked by the letters A, £, I, and O, 
and the figures 1, 2, and S ; the former referring to the hull of the ship, and the latter to 
the rigging. A ship marked A 1. was in the highest class; that is, her hull and rigging 
were both declared to be in the best condition ; ships marked £ 1. were in the next class ; 
those marked I 1. were in the lowest available class, or that formed of such as were fit 
only for carrying coals, or other goods not liable to sea damage along the coast ; ships 
marked O were unseaworthy. But to get into the highest class, no examination of the 
diip, or none worthy of the name, was required. Unless some very flagrant defect were 
obvious in their construction, all ships were entitled, when new, to be marked in the highest 
class ; and they were entitled, whatever might be their real condition, to stand in it for 
a certain number of years, varying from 6 to 12, according to the port in which they 
happened to be built 1 It is not easy to imagine that any thing can be more absurd than 
such a classification ; but the whole extent of the injury arising from it is not imme- 
diately obvious. The great majority of merchants and underwriters have not, and could 
not be expected to have, any personal knowledge of different ships, and have nothing to 
trust to but the classified accounts. Suppose, now, that two ships were built at the same 
time in London or any other port ; that one was constructed of the best materials, and in 
the best way, while the other was constructed of the worst materials, and in the most de- 
fective manner: these two ships were placed side by side in the class A 1.; the underwriters, 
seeing them there, were ready, without further inquiry, to insure them at the Mme pre- 
mium, and the merchants were, for the same reason, quite as willing to employ the one as 
the other 1 A bounty was thus given on the construction of what have been called dop-huUt 
ships, or ships of an inferior class. For a half, or, at most, two thirds, of what would be 
required to construct a good and really sufficient ship, a shipowner got an inferior vessel of 
an equal burthen sent to sea ; and, owing to the matchless absurdity of the system of classi* 
fication, the inferior was placed in the same rank with the superior ship ; enjoyed all the 
advantages such distinction could give ; and was, in the public estimation, deemed quite 
as good and as deserving of employment as the other. This has been a more copious 
source of shipwreck than all the currents, rocks, and fogs that infest our seas ; but 
it was not the only one. At the end of a certain number of years, depending (as 
already stated) on the port where the ship was built, both the vessels referred to above 
were degraded to the class £ ; and yet it might happen, that the superior ship was, 
iriien so degraded, better entitled to continue in the class A than the inferior ship was 
ever to be in it. But even this does not exhaust the whole absurdity of thb preposterous 
scheme ; for supposing that the superior ship had been so thoroughly repaired as to be as 
good as the day she came off the stocks, and that the inferior ship had got no repair at 
all, still they were both placed^ side by side, in the cHeiss £ ! All the annals of all the 
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mBritixne nstions of tfie world, fivm the Ffaeenieiaiur dbwBwirds» fbrnidi no'exsmple off 
a more penrerse, contradictory, and absurd regulation. That it should have existed 
amongst us for the greater part of a century, strikingly ezem{difies the power cf habit to 
procure toleration for the most destructive practices and errors. 

It may be said, perhaps, that, whatever system of dassification is adopted, there must be 
great numbers of inferior vessels ; for, though we did not, foreigners would build them ; 
and, being consequently able to sail them cheaper, would drive us totally out of all trades 
in which they could come &irly into competition with us. This is true ; but no one 
ever thought of proscribing inferior ships, or of dictating to the shipowner what sort of 
ships he i^ould btuld, or to the merchant what sort he should employ. We do not object 
to inferior ships, but we do object to the same character being given to them that is given to 
superior ships. This is practising a gross fraud upon the public ; and gives an un&ir and 
unjust advantage to the owners of inferior vessels. The interests of navigation and of 
humanity imperatively require that ships should be correcdy classified ; that those thai 
are not seaworthy should not be classed with those that are, but that the real etate of 
each should be distinctly set forth in the register, and be made known to every one. If 
this be done, the merdiont and the underwriter may be safely left to deal with them as 
they think fit. 

In consequence mainly of the laudable exertions of Mr. Marshall, the attention off 
the principal merchants, shipowners, underwriters, &c. of the m^ropolis was some yean 
ago directed to this subject j and in 1824 a committee, consisting of repres^itativea 
from these different bodies, was appointed to inquire into and report on it. The 
committee collected a great deal of valuable evidence ; and laid an able report before a 
general meeting of merchants, shipowners, &c. on the Istof June^ 1826. We subjcmi 
an extract from thb report, which more than bears out all that we have stated : •— 

" From the absence of all control on the original construction of ships while buikling, and the Impossl- 
Uli^ of ascertaining bv say inspection, after completion, their real quality, it appears to be uuiis- 
puta&ly proved, by an almost uniiorm concurrence of testimony, that the first character,, or A 1., is indis- 
criminately extended to ships differing widely in strength, durability of materials, and all those qualitiet 
on whidi character oug^t to he dependent ; that many ships to which the first cUiss is assi^ed are 
decidedly inferior to others which are placed, firom lm)se of time alone, in a lower dass s that many 
become totally unfit for the conveyance of dry cargoes, long before the expiration of the period 
during which they are entitled, accoraing to the present system, to remain on tne first letter. In whkh 
they are notwithstanding continued ; that instances are on record of first class ships which have been 
unfit from their origin for the conveyance of dry cargoes ; and some are declared to have been hardly fi^ 
when new, to proceed to sea with safe^. One case is even adduced, in which, from ill construction and 
insufficiency of fiutening in a new ship, her insecuri^ was predicted, and she actually foundered on her 
first voyage ; and yet this identical vessel was ranked, according to the indiscriminate system pursued, in 
the first class. 

** Such, as respects new ships, appears by the evidence to be the practical results of a system whidi, 
assuming to designate by marks their intrinsic quality, provides no Ineans of actually ascertaining that 
qualitv ; but offers, in effect, a premium far the iuUdiv^ qfii^erior and nutMdent ship*^ by the induce^ 
ment it holds forth to fraudulent construction, and Sy the equality of character it hicQseriminately 
extends to the best and the worst ships built at the same port. 

. " Nor, your committee regret to have to report, is the evidence of the errors, inconsistencies, and evils 
arising from the existing system, as applied to old ships, by any means less conclusive. By the refusal ti> 
restore character ^ in consequence qf repairs t however extensive^ the inducement to maintain sliJps in an 
efficient state is removed ; whilst, from the absence of all regular provision for stated or periodical 
examination, tiieir efficiency or inefficiency is rendered dependent upon the varying views, the caprices, 
or the interests of the proprietors. Hence, though the second character, or E, is declared by tne rules of the 
system to be the designanon of ships which, having lost the first character from age, are kept in per^ct 
repair, and appear, on survey, to have no defects, and to be completely calculated to carry dry caraoes with 
safety, the wnole body of evidence distinctly proves that character to be, in very numerous instances, 
assigned to ships which, from original defect or want of reqtdsite repairs, are utterly u^fit and unsafe for 
drv cargoes ; while others, wliich, from sound constitution or efficient reparation, are pronounced ui the 
evidence to be superior to many new ships, are indiscriminately classed with the actually worthless and 
unseaworthy. Hence, too, the employment of ships, after they have passed the period prescribed bv a fid-^ 
laciouB standard of classification, oecomes uncertain, precarious, ana difficult ; the shipowner is injured ; 
the shipper and underwriter misled ; the building of superior ships, capable of long service, is dia- 
oouragea, and direct inducement is held out to the construction of those of an inferior description ; the 
general character of our mercantile marine is degraded ; and it is to be feared that, could the system be 
traced to its ultimate results, it would be fmmd to be productive of a lamentable loss of property and life^** 

It may have seemed surprising that, despite the continued complaints of the lowness of 
freights, and the want of employment for shipping, so many new £^ips should be annually 
built. But this was, to a considerable extent at least, occasioned by the system of classi- 
fication now described. Hitherto, instead of building a really good and durable ship, the 
principal object has been to construct one that shoulc^ at furthest, be, as the pbrase is, nas 
off her legs in about 10 years or thereby. The reason is, that, whatever might be a 8diip*s 
condition, she was then degraded from the class A I., and that it was hardly possible^ ii^ 
most departments of trade, to find a merchant to eraqploy, on anything like reasonaUe terms^ 
a ship to which these symbols of imaginary excellence were not attached. Hoice the ship* 
owner, instead of repairing his 10-years-old ship, sold her for virfaat she would fetdi, and 
built a new one. But the person who purchased the ship degraded to £ U forced her, 
though at an enormous reduction, into bminess ; so that there were two bad or inferior 
ships in the fidd ; whereas, under a reasonaUe system of classification, there would have 
%eni only one good ship. The injury that this Jbas done to Hb^ diipping interest is too 
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abvious to require to be ppmted out. It has been infinitdy more hostile to it than all 
those reciprocity treaties, and that fordgn competition* about which there has been sp 
mudi unfounded clamour. ** If the system of dassification were founded on the prin- 
ciple of inirinne merits if the real efficiency of the ship formed the basis on which 
character was given, the consequence, in numerous instances^ would be, that, instead of 
supplying the place of those ships that at present lapse from age only into the second 
class with new ones, the owners would effectually repair the existing ships ; so that 
there would speedily be not only a material improyement in the construction of ships^ 
but a material increase in the unount of tonnage, and a corresponding increase in the 
rate of freight." — (^Marshairs Statements, p. 19.) 

The conclusive report and exposition referred to above, did not produce the conse- 
quences that might have been anticipated. Government seems, for reasons known only 
to itself, to have concluded that this was not a subject with which it should interfere ; and 
it was laid aside for some years more. But the still-increasing amount of shipwreck, and 
the frightful loss of life and property consequent thereon, again roused the public 
attention to the subject ; and we are glad to have to announce that the principal mer- 
ehants, shipowners, and underwriters have at last succeeded in setting on foot machinery 
by which it is believed that a classified account of shipping will be obtained, founded on 
correct principles. Should this anticipation prove well founded, the public will owe 
much to the able and intelligent individuals who have imposed on themselves tliis difficult 
and important task. They will have done mora than any other set of men to improve 
the diaracter oi our mercantile marine, and to lessen the disasters incident to a se»^ 
&ring life. 

2. New System of Classification. — This new classification is conducted under the 
direction and superintendence of a committee of merchants, shipowners, and under- 
writers, established in 1834. The committee establi^ rules for classifying ships, and 
i^point, control, and dismiss the surveyors by whom they are in^>ected and examined. 
A classified register is annually published, which will be gradually made more and more 
complete; and the expenses. attending the institution are defrayed, partly by the fises 
charged on making an entry in the register, partly by the profits on the sale of the 
register or book, and partly from voluntary sources. But, as the subject is of the utmost 
importance to every one interested in commerce and navigation, we think we shall do 
an acceptable service to our readers, by laying before them the statement prefixed by th$ 
society to their register. It fully explains their objects, the principles on which they 
ara proceeding, and the means they have adopted for carrying their views into effect. 

Classification of jSbips. 

After announcing the formation of tiie committee} the official statement goes on to 
say, that the following resolutions, rules, and regulations, have been adopted ; viz. : — ^ 

Tint a society has been estaUished for obtaining a faithful and accurate classification of the mercantile 
marine of the United Kingdom, and of the foreign vessels trading thereto, for whose gpvemmenti tiia 
following rules and by-laws have been adopted : — 

That a book containing a register of such classification be annually printed, to be called Lloyd's Segfster 
ilf British and Foreign Skipping; and that all persons subscribing the sura of three guineas annually (or 
such other sum as may be fixed by the committee), shidl be members of the Society^ and entMed (./br 
tkeir oipn use) to a copy of the register booti. 

That the price at which the register book be Issued to public establishments, not being marine in* 
•vlrance companies, be 10/. 10s. 

That tiae registo* books shall be periodically posted throughout the year. 

That, for the convenience of members not resident in London, a monthly supplement, containing the 
additions and corrections to the register book, be printed in such convenient form as will admit of its 
transmission by post, that those parties may be fimiished with the latest and mo^ correct information ; 
but for which an additional charge of 1/. Is. per annum will be made. 

St^ferinteneknce <tfthe Society, — That the superintendence of the affairs of this society be under the 
direction of a committee in London, composed of 24 members, consisting of an equal proportion of mer- 
cfatants, shipowners, and underwriters ; and that, in addition, the chairman of the committee for managing 
the aAirs of liojrd's, and the chairman of the Genecsl Ship Owners' Society for the time being, shaJLH 
ex qfflciOt be members of the committee. 

JWL of the members, namely, 8 of each of the constituent parts of the committee, shall go out annnally 
by rotation, but be eligible to be re-elected. 

The vacancies so arising shall be- filled up by the election of 2 shipowners and 1 merchant, by the 
cooaorfttee of the General Shipowners* Society; and 2 underwriters and I merchant by the committee 
ibr managing the affkirs of Llc^d's. 

The ocmunittee shall appoint firom their own body, annnally, a chairman and deputv chairman. 

TIte secretary, clerks, and servants of the society, and the surveyors for London and the outporti, shall 
be appointed by and be under the direction of the committee. 

Tne committee shall meet for the despatch of business every Thurwday, or on such oth^ day ai tiiey 
may wpoint, at 11 o'clock precisely, ana 5 members of the committee shall be a quorum. 

Special meetings of the committee may be convened by order of the chairman, the deputy chairman, or 
any 3 members. 

All elections and appointments whatever shall be made by ballot. 

The committee are empowered to make such by-laws for their own government and proceedings as 
tiiey may deem requisite, not being inconsistent with the original rules and regulations under which the 
society is established ; but no new rule or by-law shall be introduced, nor any rulcw.os by-law alteTeiL 
without special notice being given for that purpose at the meeting of the committee next preceding the 
<Hie at which any such motion is Intended to be made ; whidi notice shall be inserted in the summons 
cMveidng that meeting. 
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S«r0«for«.— There shall be appointed for the port of London, and other ports hi the United Kingdom, 
such number of shipwright and nautical surveyors as from time to time may appear expedient to the 
committee to be requisite for the objects and purposes of the societ/. 

No surveyor wUl be permitted, without the special sanction of the committee, to receive any fee, 
gratuity, or reward whatsoever, to his own use and benefit, for any service performed by him in his 
capacity of surveyor to this society, on pain of immediate dismission. 

The surveyors to the society wfll be directed to attend on special surveys of ships under damage or 
repairs for restoration, when required by merchants, shipowners, and underwriters ; the charge for 
which will be regulated according to the nature and extent of the service performed. 

Fundi The fhnds will be under the authority and control of the committee, and a statement of the 

receipts and expenditure will be annually printed for the information of the subscribers. 

The following fees will be charged to the owners of ships surveyed, prior to thebr being classed and 
registered in the book : — 



For tiie flnt Entisr and Clanificatlflii. 

TOHM. Zm $, d. 

For Mcb aliip . . • under 150 - - 10 6 

Ditto - - 150 and under 300 - • 1 1 

Ditto • -800 — 500--8S0 

IHtto • - 500 and upwards > • 5 3 

For Rcgiitering Repairi after Survey. 

IVnu. L. », d. 

For «aeh ihip ... under 130 > • 10 6 

Ditto . - 150 and under 300 > .110 

Ditto . .300 — 500'>*8SO 

Ditto • • 500 and upward* - -330 



For Entering and Claasing New Ship* bunt in the United 
Kingdom, and ftr entering and clawing Sliipe repaired for 
Bestoration. 

Tom, Im *. 4. 

For each tblp « . • under 100 > - 1 1 

Ditto . 100 and under SCO - . 8 S 

Ditto • 800 — 300 - - 3 3 

Ditto - 800 — 400- -440 

Ditto . - 400 and upward! . .550 

For special surreys* and where the s u rr e yors to the society 

are required by tlie owners of ships to superintend repairs for 

restorationi a chaive will be made according to the nature «nd 

extent of. the serrice performed. 

All certificates of clasdficatian will be signed by one of .the 



chairmen, and countershined by the secretaiy j tba duurgefv 
which to be lOt. for each certificate. 

RuLBS FOR Classification. 

The following rules and regulations for the classification of ships have been adopted after much labour 
and mature consideration, assisted by the valuable information and practical tinowledge of the committee 
of the General Ship Owners* Society. 

The characters to be assi^ed to ships shall be, as nearly as circumstances will permit, a correct indi- 
cation of their real and intrinsic qualities ; and the same shall no longer be regulated by the uncertain 
standard of the port of building, nor by tiie uncontrolled decision of surveyors, but will. In all cases, be 
finally fixed by the committee, after due consideration of the reports of the surveyors and the documents 
which may be submitted to the committee. 

FiBST Class Ships. — There shall be two denominations of ships of the first class, to be distingubhed 
as " First Description of the First Class," and ** Second Description of the First Class." 

1. First Description qf the First Class— ytiH comprise all ships which have not passed a prescribed 
age, and whiclL, are kept in the highest state of repair and efficiency ; these will be designated by the 
letter A. 

The period for the continuance of ships on this class shall be limited. The extent of that period will 
be determined by reference to the original construction and quality of the vessel, the materials employed, 
and the mode of building ; but it is desirable, on grounds of national policy and of individual justice, that 
after the expiration of the prescribed period, ships shall be permitted to remain the Fint Description 
of the First Class, or to be restored thereto for a farther limited period, under certain defined regulations. 

2. Second Description qf the First Class — will comprise idl ships which have passed the prescribed 
age (but not having undergone the repairs that would entitie them to be continued in or restored to the 
first description), or which shall have been restored, and the period assigned for such restoration havhig 
expired, are still in a condition for the safe conveyance of dry and perishable cargoes : these will be 
designated by the dipthong IE.. 

Sbcono Class Ships. — This class will comprise all ships which shall be found, on survey, unfit for 
carrying dry cargoes, but perfectly safe for the conveyance of cargoes not in their nature liwle to sea 
damage, to all parts qf the world : these will be designated by the letter E. 

Third Class Ships — will comprise such ships as are good in constitution, and which shall be found 
on survey fit for the conveyance, on short voyages (not out of Europe), of cargoes in their nature not 
liable to sea damage : these will be designated By the letter I. 

Ships* Anchors, Cables, and Stores — The efficient state and condition of ships* *' Anchors, Cables, 
and Stores," will continue to be designated by the figure 1 ; and where the same are found insuffideat 
in quantity or defective in quality, by the figure 3. 

General Remarks. 

All reports of survey shall be made in writing by the surveyors to this society, and submitted to the 
consideration of the committee, or of the sub-committee of classification ; but the character assigned by 
the latter shall be subject to confirmation by the general committee. 

In assigning character to the existing tonnage, and especially in restoration to the first description of 
the first class of ships that have been built without a view to such a privilege, the greatest caution will 
be exercised, but with a rigid attention to render ample justice to the shipowner. 

No member of the committee shall be permitted to vote in the decision of the dassificaticm of any ship 
of which he is an^wner, or directly or indirectly interested. 

The reports of surveyors, and all documents and proceedings relating to the classification of ships, will 
be carefully preserved, and those parties proving themselves to be interested therein may have access 
thereto under certain regulations. 

In all cases where the ships are proposed to be removed to an inferior class, notice shall be given, in 
writing,, to the owner, master, or agent, with an intimation that, if the alteration be objected to, the 
committee are ready to direct a special survey, on the owner, master, or agent agreeing to pay the 
expenses attending the same ; provided it shall, upon the re-survey, iqppear that there has been suflfoient 
ground for such removal. 

In classing foreign ships, and ships built in the British possessions abroad, after survey on their arrival 
in England, a dae regard will be had to their having been exempted from that supervision while building 
to which all British ships are to be subjected, and characters will be assigned to them according to their 
intrinsic quality, and from the best information that can be obtained. 

First Class Ships. 

F^rst Description qf First Class Ships. — New ships are required to have been surveyed while building 
by the surveyor to this society, in the following three stages of their progress : — 
Firstf — when the frame be completed. 
Seconds — when the beams be in, but before the decks be laid, and with at least two strakes of the 

{>lank of the ceiling, between the lower deck and the bilge, unwrought, to adadt of an examination of the 
nner surface of the plank of the bottom. 
T^r'rii,— when completed, and, if possible, before the plank be painted or payed. 
A ftill statement, agreeably to a schedule prepared for the purpose, of the dimensions, scantlings, Lc» 
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f.re to remain in the first deicrlption of the first class 8 years, provided they be kept in a state of efficient 
repair. 

6. Ships surveyed while building, as before mentioned, and flramed, fastened, and constructed in the 
manner set forth in the preceding descriptions, but in which good foreign white oak shall be used in the 
frames above the first foothook heads, or in the planking of which (except the strakes through which the 
beam fastenings pass) good Dantzic fir shall be used, will be marked in the book thus, "7 A" ; denoting 
that they are to remain in the first description of the first class 7 years, provided they be kept in a state 
of efficient repair. 

7. Ships surveyed while building, as before mentioned, in the frames of which, above the first foothook 
head?, sound second-hand English or African oak or teak timbers shall be used, but planked and in other 
respects constructed agreeably to any of the preceding descriptions, or with American red pine, or yellow 
Baltic pine, will be marked in the book thus, " 6 A'*^; denoling'that they are to remain m the first de- 
scription of the first class 6 years, provided they be kept in a state of efficient repair. 

8. Ships surveyed while building, as before mentioned, in the A-ames of which, above the first foothook 
heads, red pine timber, either American or Baltic, or Hackmatack, and in the bottoms of which, below 
that mark, the same materials are used, or black birch, elm, ash, or hard wood of like luality, and in the 
planking of which good yellow pine shall be used, but in other respects constructed agreeably to any of 
the preceding descriptions, will be marked in the book thus, " 5 A" ; denoting that they are to remain 
in the first description of the first class 5 years, provided they be kept in a state of efficient repair. ' 

9. Ships surveyed while building, as before mentioned, the frames of which, above the first foothook 
heads, are composed of yellow pine, elm, ash, birch, spruce, or other similar woods, but in other respects 
constructed agreeably to anjr of the preceding descriptions, will be marked in the book thus, " 4 A" ; de- 
noting that they are to remain in the first description of the first class 4 years, provided they be kept in a 
state of efficient repair. 

Ships built in the U. K. under a roof, and which shall have occupied a period of not less than 12 
months in their construction, will have one year added to the period prescribed for their contimring in 
the first description of the first class. 

Ships built in the U. K. since the promulgation of these regtilations, and not surveyed while building 
by the surveyors to this society, or where the owners or builders may have refused to permit them to 
survey and examine the same at the several periods prescribed by the rules, will be subjected to a special 
examination previously to assigning the class in which they are to be placed, according to the preceding 
regulations ; out in all such cases, 1 year will be deducted fk-om the period allowed to that class, in con- 
sideration of not having been submitted to such survey during the construction. 

Special Exceptions. — The prohibition, in all cases, of the use of fir will not apply to ships the topside 
planking of which, between the lower paint or shear strake and the upper black strake only» shall be 
composeid of pitch pine, or Dantzic or Riga fir, of the best quality. 

Iron-fastened Ships. 

Ships, iron-fastened, if under 150 tons, may be entitled to continue in the first description of the first 
class ror a period not excec-ding 10 years ; but if above 150 tons, then for a period not exceeding 8 vears, 
provided that in idl other respects they be constructed in accordance with the prescribed rules, and that 
their bottoms be not copper-sheathed. 

At the expiration of the several periods assigned to ships for remaining on the first description of the 
first class, they will be. reduced to the second description of the first class, designated bv the diphthong 
JE ; but if not surveyed wlthfai 12 months after entering this description, such ship, having been during 
that time in some port of the U. K., the character will be omitted until such siuvey be held, or, if re- 
quired by the owner, will be allowed to pass into the letter E. 

Second Description qf First Class Ships. — This class comprises ships which, having passed the pre- 
scribed age, but not having undergone the repairs that would entitle them to be continued in or restored 
to the first description, or which snail have been restored, and the period assicned for such restoration 
having expired, are still in a condition for the safe conveyance of dry and perisnable cargoes ; these will 
be designated by the diphthong IE,. 

General Remarks. — For the purpose of ascertaining the competency of any ship for this description, 
carelkl survey will be required to be made annually, or on the return from every foreign voyage, by one 
of the surveyor to this society. 

The bottom of everv ship of this description will be required to be caulked at least once in every 5 
years ; or, if wood, sheathed and felted once in every 7 years ; but if any ship be stripped within those 
periods, the bottom to be caulked if necessary. 

The surveyors in their reports to the committee, on which the continuance of shins on this letter is to 
be founded, are required to state, distinctly and separately, the actual condition of the decks, bends, top- 
sides (particularly in the way of the deck fastenings), water-ways, hatchway-comings, beams, breasthooks, 
upper and lower deck fastenings, timber, plank, and treenails. 

Where the surveyors to this society consider repairs to be requisite, they are respectfully to intimate 
the same, in writing, to the owner, agent, or master ; and if such repairs be not entered upon within a 
reasonable time, a corresponding report will be made to the committee. 

Parties considering the requisitions of the surveyors to this society to be unnecessary and unreasonable, 
may appeal to the committee, who will direct a special survey and report for their guidance ; but should 
the requisition of the surveyors be confirmed by the committee, then the expense of such survey shall be 
paid by the party appealing. 

In cases where it shall satisfactorily appear to the surveyors to this society that doubling^ of iuffident 
thickness and properly wrought and fastened, may be allowed' as a substitute for the shCfdng of plank, 
eltiier in the wales or bottom, the surveyor is to make a special report thereof, together with nis reascms 
to the committee, who will determine thereon. 

Second Class Ships 

Will comprise all ships which shall be found, on survey, unfit for carrying dry cargoes, but perfectly 
safe and fit for the conireyance, to aU parts of the world, of cargoes not in their nature subject to sea 
damage ; and they will be designated by the letter E. 

Subject to occasional inspecdon, ships will continue in this class so long as their condition shall, in the 
opinion of the committee, entitle them thereto. 

Third Class Ships 

Will comprise ships that are in good constitution, and which shall be found, on survey, fit for the con- 
veyance, on short voyages (not out of Europe), of cargoes in their nature not subject to sea damage ; and 
they will be designated by the letter I. 

Restoration of Ships to the First Description of the First Class. 

If at any time, before the expiration of one half of the number of years beyond the period for which 
ships are to remain in the first description of the first class, an owner be desirous to have his ship 
continued in, or restored to that description, such restoration (on his consenting to the special survey 
hereafter described, and performing the repairs therein found requisite) will be granted for a further 
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period, not exceeding two thirds of the time originally assigned for her remaining in the first descrip. 
tion of the first class ; the same to be calculated from the date of such repairs. 

BequitUaSor Restoration, — All tiie bolts in the range of each deck to be driven out, and the planks 
taken out ; the upper deck water- wars, and plank shears, and spirketting, and the strake next the water- 
wajs on the lower deck in the midships, to be also taken oat ; the sheauing to be entirely stripped off 
the bottom ; a strake in tiie upper course of the bottom between the wales and the light- water marlu 
fore and aft, and a plank in the ceiling at the floor heads, to be taken out ; the timbers to be clear, and' 
the hooks forward to be exposed ; and in that state the ship to be submitted to a special surrey and ex- 
amination, at which the attention of the sunreyors to this society is to be particalarly directed to the 
state of the decks, the remaining plank of the topsides, the wales, upper courses, and treenails, and other 
fostenings : also to the state of the firame, hawse timbers, and knight heads, kelson, floor, foothooks, 
ceiling, and breast hooks, the rudder in all its parts and hangings ; and if, after such examination, the 
owner should consent to take out all planks, timbers, beams, uees, water.wi^, fiuteoings, and other 
parts that may be found defective, and objected to^ and replace them with materials of the same species, 
or of emial quality, as those of which the ship was originally constructed, such ships to be «ititled to 
restoradon to the first descripticm of the first class for a fliruier period proportionate to their real con- 
dition and the extent of the repairs performed, and provided that they be at all times thereafter kept in 
a state .of efficient repair. 

Add&ioHai Rule. — But if, at any age, the whole of the outside plank of a vessel should be taken off as 
low as the second foothook heads, and the remainder of the planking, either outside or inside, together 
with all the decks, be removed, so as to expose the timbers <^ the firame entirefy to view^ and In that state 
the ship be submittted to a special survey and examination by the surveyors to this society ; and if, after 
such examination, all timbers, beams, knees, kelsons, transoms, breast hooks, remaining plank, inside or 
outside, or other parts to be found defective, be replaced with materials of the same speaes, or of equal 
quality, with those of which the ship was originally constructed, and all the treenails driven out and 
renewed ; such ships may be restored to the first description of the first class, for so long a period as .nay 
be deemed expedient by the committee, not exceeding in any case the term of six years, as provided by 
tlie seventh general rule for ships, in the construction of which second-hand timber has be«n used. 

Fur Skips which comprise the egisting Tonnage. — All ships comprising the existing tonnage are to 
nndMigo a very carefUl survey by the svQrveyors to this society, prior to registration, and will be' classed 
in the register book agreeably to the descriptions herein.before laid down for the building of new ships, 
unless on such survey there be found sufficient cause to assign them a less period. 

On the TCoposed survey, especial attontion is required to the following points ; namely, to an examin- 
ation of the state of the upper dedi fastenings, water-ways, spirketting, plank shears, topsides, and 
upper deck, with its appendages ; also the lower deck fastenings, wales, and counter, and the plank and 
treenails outside the water's edge ; the state of the rudder, windlass, and capstan (if tiie latter be used 
for purchasing thf anchors). 

And if on examination of any ships he shall be found to be so defective as to render her unfit to continue 
on the first description of the first class for the remainder of the term of years assigned to her in accord- 
ance with tiiese rues rod regulations, a notice of the intention to make such a reduction at the expiration 
of thirty dm, shall be given in writing by the surveyors to this society to the master, owner, or agent, 
intimating Cnat, if the uteration be ohjected to, the committee will direct a special survey, on the said 
master, owner, or agent agreeing to pay tlie expenses attending the same, shoutd it he found that the pro- 
posed redmciion wasJue^tMe, 

Ships* Anchors, Cables, and Stores. 

All vessels are required to have their masts, spars, and standing rigging in good order, and the principal 
saib in sufficient number and good condition ; and every ship is to be suppliea with a good hempen stream 
cable, or hawser, of sufficient size and length, and with at least one good warp ; and all vessels are 
required to be provided with anchors of proper weight, and cables of approved quality, in number and 
l«)gth accordii^ to the undermention^ scale : — 

Anchors. — Au vessels under 200 tons to have at least two bower anchors ; and all vessels above that 
tonnage to be provided with at least three bower anchors. 

2\m«. Fathamu. I Tim». AMom*. 

CUto.— AnvcMdiimdar 100 to hawat laastlMif dudn. I All Tsaids from 300 to 400 to have at least 800 if chaiB. 

^^ _ lOOtolM — 160 — I — 400-600 — ««0 — 

*~ 1[^~*$^ "* }I» ~' I Bat In all eaaei where hcmpeo eaUes are naed, tlMB one rizth 

— SOD— SOO — 180 — I inareinlenRthwiUbereiiiiJzed. 

Boats, — AXL vessels under 150 tons to be provided with one good boat ; and every vessel above that 
tonnage to be provided with at least two good boats. 

For Ships navigate by Steam. 

All sea-going vessels navigated by steam shall be required to be surveyed twice in eachjfear, when a 
diaracter will be assigned to them according to the report of survey as regards the classification of the 
hull and materials <tf the vessel. ,,_..,. i j » j.. * »i. 

That with respect to the boilers and machinery, the owners are required to produce to the surveyors to 
this society, at the above-directed survenrs, a certificate from some competent master engineer, describing 
their state and condition at those perio<!LB ; and to which certificate it is desirable there should be added 
a description of the particulars of tiie same as far as may be practicable, in the manner and form annexed ; 
to be appended to tne report of survey, and delivered to the committee, who will thereupon hisert in the 
register book the letters '^. C," denoting that the boilers and machinery have been inspected, and certified 
* tolbe in good order and safe working condition ; but if no certificate of their condition be furnished by 
the owner or master, then no character can be assigned for the machinery. 

BuU. —The surveyors to this society are directed to examine and report the scantling of timbers, plank, 
and fostenings, where built, and by whom, in the same manner as directed for sailing vessels. 

ScantUngs.—The scantlings are to be deemed sufficient for a steam vessel under 300 tons register, if 
eoual to those required by the scale prescribed in the rules for this society for a sailing vessel of two 
tmrds of the registered tonnage of such steam vessel ; but for a steam vessel above 300 tons register, then 
the scantiings are to be equal to those required by the scale for a sailing vessel of three fourths of the 
resistered tonnage of such steam vesseL .„,:., ^,. _, ^ 

iSkws. — Where the vessel is not filled ta solid to the fioor heads in the engine room, an exception 
wHI be sneciallv made against any reduction of the scantling of the floors, which, in such cases, will not 
be permit to beuponthe reduced scale of two thirds or three fourtiis of the dhnensions for the scant- 
UnJsof sailing vessels as before stated ; but tiie floors will then be required to be equal to the dimensions 
set forth in the rules for ships of the actual registered tonnage of the steam vesseL 

The surveyors are required to report the number, size, length, fastenings, and mode of arraneement of 
the emrine and boUer sleepers, and the description of timber of which they are composed, and whether 
diaconaUy trussed with wood or Iron, and to what extent ; the lengtii, sise, and fostenings of shelf-pieces 
imd paddle beams ; and whether the vessel be constructed with sponcings, and how they are formed j and 
to grrei^ general lengih and shifting of the plank outside and inside. 
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iiidueneed by an aprit dn mr/ii, and by insensible biasscs. We, therefore, canii-' ■■ "- 
thinking that the schemo wmild haie a much better chance of auccesa, and tl 
clawiR cation would be more likely Ui be eorrecl, were it managed by individuali 
connected with bnainesi The surveyors, on whose capacity and honesty the whoW' 
icheine principally depends, ought to be quite independent of the good or ill vill at 
those on whose property they have to report. But am thai be Baid to be the cue M 
present? and can it be fairly presumed that merchants or shipowners will deal by the 
property of their friends and neigliboura as It might be dealt with by officers appointed 
by, and responsible only to, government? We apprehend that both those questions muM 
ba auiwereil in the negative ; and hence our conviction that this is a matter in whidi 
government should intcrlWe. Ko one can doubl that it is bound lo do every thing ia 

In this view it erects lighthouses, and prescribes regulations ns to pilotage, &c. Bulf 

n proper classification of ships ; and, if other means should &il to effect this desirabla 
purpose, goyerument will certainly n^lect a uiost important duty if it do not interpofle^ 
< — < (For a further discussion of tliis important question, see the ardale on the Freijuen^ 
of ShipnTecksin the ISSd number of the Bdinburgk Retiea ; see also &ie SepaHa/lif 
Coamtrdal CoamiUa a( 1836, on Shipwreck.) 

S, Incapacity of Matters, < — ' Meana by tchich it raiffht bi ahvittted, ^^But govermnenl 
will Dot do its duty if it do not go further than this. An erroneous elassifiutioa 
of shipping has been a great, but not the only, cause of shipwreck. The ignoTarwe and 
incapacity of the mastera and officers is anotlier, and hardly a less copious, source Of 
disaster. Officers oF the navy have to go through a course of discipline, and are obliged 
lo (ubmit to certain eiaminations as to their proficiency in seamanship. Tliis, also, wai 
the case with Ihe officers of the East India Company's ships, which were eiceedingly well 
navignred. IndeeJ. the Company trusted endrely for protection to the goodneas of their 
ships, and the skill of their ofNcers and men ; it tiol being their practice ever to insure. 
But the masters and officers of ordinary merEhant ships arc not subjected to any sp«<ifi 
training, or any regular eiamination. Every thing is left to mere individual inveatigi' 
lion and selection; and this, as everyone knows, d^nds almost wholly on aeeidenC ; or, 
which is nearly equivalent to it, on tbe skill, industry, hlwrality, ftc. of the ttapanma. 
Everyone mast be satiaiied thai inasl«a so chosen 
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ation, and extensively connected with the buaineflB of insurance, that nearly half the 
losaes at sea may be ascribe^ to the ignorance, incapacity, and carelessness of the masters 
and crews. Perhaps, there may be some exaggeration in this ; but, supposing that only 
a third part, or that about 200 out of the 6S6 vessels wrecked in 1 833, were lost through 
the circumstances referred to, is not that enough, not merely to justify government inter- 
fering to avert so great an evil, but to make such interference a poaitive duty? 

The interposition of government in a case of this sort, is not only absolutely just 
and necessary, but it is conformable to the highest authority. The fiunous French 
ordinance of 1681 has the following article : — **Aucun ne pourra ei-aprh itrt regu eapi- 
taine, maitre, ou patron de navire, gu*il n'ait naviguS pendanU cinq ana, et n'ait hS exa- 
mimS pubUquemetU sur le fait de la navigation, et tnmvi eapaJbiUjpar deux aneiem ntaitres, 
en pritence des officiers de VAmhraMti et du Profeeeemr de t Hffdngretpkie, eHl y en u 
done k Ueu.** (Liv. ii. tit. 1. § 1.) A similar article has been inserted in the Code 
de Commerce! and, in 1825, the French government issued an ordinance specifying, 
in detail, the qualifications that are necessary before any one can obtain a certificate of 
his fitness to command a ship, either on a foreign or a coasting voyage ; the persons who 
are to examine candidates ; and the rules that are to be observed in the examination. 
Some similar ordeal should certainly be established in this country. The authority of 
the master is so very great, and the trust reposed in him, including not merely the diip 
and goods of his employers, but the lives of the crew and passengers, so very extensive, 
that it is the bounden duty of the public to provide that it be not committed to ignorant 
or incapable hands. 

Perhaps it would, at first, be enough to enact, that no ship, which cleared out for 
an overeea voyage, should be deemed a British ship, unless the master and the second in 
command had received a certificate of fitness firom the proper authorities. This would 
leave it to the owners to take whom they pleased as masters of coasting vessels ; but 
we believe that the better way would be to enact that all masters of vessels, above a 
specified tonnage, should be selected from among certificated persons. We do hope tha 
the next time we may have to notice this subject will be to announce that the measure 
now suggested, or one of a like import, has been carried into effect. — {Edinburgh 
Heview, he. cit.) 

4. Disorderly Conduct of the Crews. — Means by which it might be (^viated. — No- 
thing, we are well assured, would do so much to obviate the disorderly bad conduct so 
frequently complained of, on the part of seamen, as the enforcing of sobriety on board 
ships. However disgraceful, there can be no doubt of the &ct, that isome tery bad 
cases of shipwreck have been mainly occasioned by the drunkenness of the ^rew. The 
Americans have seen the advantage that would arise from a reform in this particular ; 
and large numbers of American ships, especially of those engaged in long voyages, are 
now sent to sea, in which the use of spirits is strictly prohibited, unless when prescribed 
bpr the surgeon as a cordial or medicine. In these ships ther conditions of agreement, 
signed by toe men, have at their head the words '* No Gaoo allowed,'* printed in large 
capitals. Instead of it, the seamen are liberally supplied with coffee, cocoa, &c. ; and 
it is said that the crews of the ships fitted out on this plan are not only more orderly, 
hat that they are more vigorous, and able to endure greats fatigue. But, to establiaii 
the superiority of this practice, it is enough to mention that the American insurance 
offices have, for some time past, insured *< temperance ships** at a decidedly lower premivm 
than others I We are convinced that nothing would do half so much to improve the 
diaracter of our common seamen, as the introduction of a similar system Into our mer- 
chant-service. AnX notwithstanding the prejudices against it, we are glad to have 
to state, that some ships, fitted out on this plan, have sailed from London and Liver** 
pool, and that (even in l&is its incipient stage) it has been fi)und to answer exceedii^ly 

5. Improper BuiM of Ships, -—We have elsewhere noticed (article Tomkaob, in tlus 
Supplement) the act 5&6 Will. 4. c 56,, passed in 1835, for ascertaining the tonnage 
of ships. In the old system, the tonnage was determined by reference only to a ship*s 
loigth and breadth ; which led to vessels being built (^ a disproportionate depth, ^in order 
that their re^tercd tonnage, and, consequently, the charges depending on it, might be 
diminished as much as possible. The fiiulty construction of ships thence arising has, no 
^oubt, contributed, In some d^ee, to occasion losses ; "but the act referred to, by making 
the tonnage be fairly determined according to the capacity of the ship, whatever the form 
may be, will completely obviate this source of defective construction and loss. 
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Bn il t m ForU trading witX Singapon. — Ab ererj thing that relate! to the tnde of 
lb* Eut ii DOW becoming of the Grat importuioe to cominerckl men. we nuke no 
apotogjr for Iftjiog befbre the reader the following uatemeou. taken from a late number 
(k the Sbtgi^or* Frm Prat, respecting the Eutem porta from wbich native ihipa arrita 
at Kngapore. They are moitlf all Teiy impeirectly known eien to reiidenti at the 
setttenlent ; and the niuncs of umc of them maj nor, perhaps, be learoed for the firrt 
time bjr the English readier. 

CamineiKliic wllh borti to tta* nonfairard. Uiom in Chlni. fton wbldi Junkt (whkh are inchidad 
■mHHig Iba ■otfKcr^l) irrlta hen, us, Cuitdh, Tm-cBiw, CHliliai.lli, ind Hicu.lo CaouBBn- 
TiDca; AHUiaiid CBiNcniirln FiiUsnt and SuHoaai aDdNmaFa, lain conmurcial cfdei. la Cba. 
.kcang prorliice. Tber come alu from HiiuM or iUncur, wUcb li lublect lo Canton. The arerin 
Duinbv of thiH Tfueft (xiiga of which are of largo lMnleii,)00 to MO tou), li SO arrjrtng heie annual^. 
The «r(an tb» brbui an. howaTtr, odIt otatalj Intendtd fca Out coniumptiDD of lh« nuoieroiu CtafaHia 
vbo in Httlad In Dnlcli and Ei^lib coloqlo to thne parti, u wril ai In tlia satlts itiilei. and ar* ro- 
aported tbeaea bf mallw- tmhTi, to plant wlmra ih« maj ba huhUj rajulred. TlM Dnlr Ktlclu theji 
bnnrp Jn uj way required by BuropoDt, aro raw lufci. nankeeDi. and Lnai, Time reueli llkawlio 
Goat^alarfemnnbarofaml^iaAtafromCblna crer; year, probaJilj tron 4,000 to l>,etKI, molt of wbov. 
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Cochhi-cUna FTDper. Anom or Anam, (Vom which many 
reneral name for ^u»r Cochin- china or Tonqoin' Tliear«- 
portt are 40 annually, brtnglne, princlpallj, Huar, rice, <dl, 
tance. That tiaaela an uauaUy imalls than the Chbeee 

liau oC any DBta, and ftw thna about 10 to 40 
id owned ahnoat entielT by Cblocaa mldlag In 
Idae, gamlufe. nit, taifigD, paddy, tobacco, and 
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ly brought Here by 
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Bimec Htd CaurriBDH arc the only t 

innki and tops arrin annually. They ■ 
Ham. and Mng, cblillj, lugar, rice, ofl, 

port, whlchctftolnly ntntrlbutei tr> check an Lncnaae of E 
The ^irti on the eoit coaat oT the FeDlniula are ivwa 

BMe I uauHly, Dooiwon, R^an, Pakoh. Sadeekc and ' 
pocati end otber erefi ma then flret uaDtloned contliti 

tlnm hare tie nniduce' ot Slam and Chbw bnngbt be 
arrlring thence may ba aboot IM or ISO annoally. 

Proceedlne to Borneo, we Had a great varied of porta, 
the followlaclialliti— auHltr 

CaU-TilitM, Cbeleo', l>UoA V<«^rMMi«wdo7'i(Mi>*.'nU^ 

locality olllie latter k alio but Utile underatood. Tbon wHb' whldrnu la Prlndpally carried oA an 
Brand, or Borneo Proper, Bujenuu^ii, Pontlanak, Samhai, Cotl, Pauler, TeaMan, and San*ak. 
Tbe prDductloni couunonly brongbl ban (Tom Bameoi In leiianl, an, ratau, Urda' netta, beei' *u, 
taitaiieihell.Eiild doit and dUmtmdi. bicbe de mer, peari and nw laggi eampbor, rtcs and paddy, mother 
ofpearlfhelli.satto and ItkUwooda, power, leaweod. mail, obmy iijid anthoimy ore. The namber of 

ftom the MuUiera and eauen pom are commonly rnannKl by BugU, wiio nam to be the principal 

• The placM mentioned In Ihli ilBleioenl, ot nhich tbe ""a" are in cqillali. are other veU known lo 

laincdTDot only nciiiwrt by, bui art only receoi'ly luiown by name to Ibem; few or none ortbem aarHef 
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Hrg g( CelsHl, uul iltnUed up tbs Bsf of Banl 
I BonlrUt, Bugti PirUparl, Wijiik, Biw<i Pemi 
vilj brlDH BWODp — tDB produCD oC tbslr own 
ed.blcheaamortCoAB.bti"'"' — "" ---■■-'--■* 






e BuDli bring mirgDel to tllll port, 
ok. SuralHWS. AmtBTlia, Cenan, 

4i ot parulUe, ind wild nutiDogi. Tliv vmssIs urlilDB frnni Ibm pUui m^ 

"The lltiiad of Bliti, or Beliy, contaloi MTernl porta, from which apiiardi ot M pnbiu inDuallr Ir-lrt 
beroT ttafl pliacEpal df tbeie hre BHlllln^. Ball Bkdon^. SsHk. SiJkpardPff, and Ampoqani thuy brlni 
rtes, oil, TiMH, toblkceo, >vaQn, wax, hinli' peatl, jmd Ucbe do mtr. Id Lfali trade, we beLie?e. Ib« 
Bugli ar« llkBwtoe tbe prludpal carrier!. 

eran, iDdepehdmUy of i(]iur&-rined VDHel*, nnnuallj frequent rhU harbour, briogiog tho prodncClona of 

Uwt Tilunblo and ferlDe l>Und, priDclpill; rice, lugar. tobicra, cacbang or peu, lanurlsdi, hidci, 

culKtH. Battle hudkerchlBli and ulendongi. We go next to Suhitiu, nam the various porta oa tba 

^^ cut cout of which the gnaleat nunilHr tH naUie crsn trngaentliig thu port airite, aioDiuitlDS on an 

^K »inhBuUtbata, Billah. ArneUin, Canmr, DeDl, Oawmg, Indraglrl, Jambta. ^Itamu, liMdait,. 

^^H Lampun, Miuda. Metha, FulD Palaag, FbdbI. Paleatauu, Hoalow. lUtoe, Mac Sntno, aaa TdAif 

^^H Tingla. Tb« gnutnl porttan of boaU cme Iraai Apong. B^nda, Baolow, and TablDg lllWa, wMk m 

^^F (ago. The iwKt In luimlMr are tliBW fron Oainpar, Jamtile, and Slac, tarlniiai coflta, rln, wu. rattan^ 

^1 iTory. fa\A dut, benialo, dragolu' Mdiii!. laUa wood, and a 1^ other artjclci. Frcmi Fatembang com* 

are made there. The <yia<l near SiBC nirnlihei In great abuodance the TVutn, nr flthroe, to imlvetHliT 
^The oamea of the petty place* on the wc*l aide of the Mnlayao PenluaulD, opposlto the Sivnatn 

Fadsag, Fooniiao, and Fan; hie i wtlle tliaprlncipal portt, besldei Malacca and bm* dependeockea, are ;« 
Ferak, Salengore, LioglD. and Loekoot. From the fbrmer rerf lew artldes, and those only of triflkia 
value, are brought here, coneWlog chleB; of fowlt. cocot nuti, paddy, fruit, lie. : but the other pcru al 
Ihrolafa tin in large qliaalltlei. tleddea aereral other artldei of leu imporlaiice. The whole of tUi coaal. 

Of the oelgbbourlnv Ifllandi, RhioIi the one with wbicb we carry on the moet extensive and Gonstaal 
bvdo 1 the numhor of boata or rather trips of a rejnilar aet of Chioeae boata, caUed aafnpan ^tteali, aa- 
plofed Id the trade, hefaij about 300 eveE7 year. They bring chleQj pepper and gouibior, tbe pTvdtice at 

a trreat variety of uiefuL produce, Init prlucipallT pepper, tin. rauna. &t- BiLLiTon ifnda abo« i5 boaa 
yearly, which bring blcbe de mer. seaweed, Eortnaesbell, wm, Ac. 

IMor tO'eaHla trade with Ihli sottlemeol. The olhW lalaoda ue— Pulo Awore. Senawarlc, Coodore, 
Carlooni, Jamala^or S.Annmbas). PuloLaut. l.abao. Leboc Hcppai. Nongig. Saraasan.anlUp.SDolde, 
T^am. Tiiublan. Tbniang. Thigih, Trong. Carlmata. Ungnran, and soow others. 
JVrncy in Ihe Eaitent Sou. — We regret lo have £o state that piracy hm been of late 
eiceedhigl; frequent in the aeaa to the eastward ot the Stroiu of Malsecs, and even in 
the StrwCa themselves. It has alwaya, it is true, prevailed tu a less or greater extent in ^^ 
the Eastern Sens ; but latter!; Ihe number of pirates has rapidi; increased, and th^ ^^| 
have proseouled their depredations with a boldness and success that require imme- ^^M 
Canton papers, ve seein, to say the least of it, to have manifested the most singular ^^M 
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e manifested the most singular 
Id 1S24, we bound ourselvec 
le suppression of piTac<r in the 1 
-e did Ultle or nothing towards I 
re interested in the suppresnun I 
f Singapore has chleS; suAered 
iroin piratical aiiacKs; uul, Dcsines wayjaying the smaller Junks and ships of Ihe 
Chinese, Siamese, &c., the pirates, emboldened by impunity, have recent! j atlockcd some 
British ships in the Straits of Malacca, and have actually captured some ships in the 

and crews. The Andromache ship of war destroyed in June, tSS6, a nest of pirates; 
but, until the naval force in the seas in question be considerably strengthened, and, 
especially, till some aimed steambosts be sent to the assistance of the other vessels, the i 
nuisance will not be materially diminished, much less suppressed. It would really J 
Kern, from the little attention that the subject has attracted in this country, as if it wciB 
imagined that the trade of the £astem Seas is of little or no value. But we are within 
the mark when we aSlrm, that Irom ten to Imtlne millions' worth of British property 
(including the trade between India and Canton) is annually conwyed tlirough the Straits 
of Malacca, and the other Eastern Seas infested by pirates, llie trade Ihim England 
to China, already of vast importance, and increasing more rapidly perhaps, than an; 
other department of our commerce, is whuUy earried on through the clianncb rolerreil 
to; and, as we do not hesitate to send powerful sijuadrojis to secure liir less vatuoblB I 
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be able effectual]; 

in the Eastern Sem, 



» would 



1 other (]uarter<, ii ia noi easy to see why we should 

jners to proiqci Ihb great »nd growing trade, ta well as 

u with the PliiJippine iMlan.ls New South Wales, &c, from t 

I piiBlical banditti. Nothing liut the employroent or stiomers wil 

^ to abate the evD oT piroey. The infinite number of small islands 

le difficulty of their n^vigatian, and out little acquuntance with an; 

I tines ot intetcourae, aCTord the greatest bcililies for the escape of pir 

oniiBcn. But steam ships could follov tliem into their haunts ; and 

not be able to escape from them, as they [t^uently do from tailing Tcneu, ny tajung 

lo tbdr oRTs while their pursuers ire becalmed. Except when defending our owo 

tfiores, the naiy in neier bo Intimately employed as in the defiance and eiteo:iion of 

■ommerce. Its protection is one of the most important duties which goyemmeni has 

■ to diaetiu^ i and. considering the immense nayal force at our disposal, it may well 

nxcite astonishment that piracy in the EaBtem Seas — one of the great highways by 

rhich commerce is carried on — should have been allowed to attmn to such a oiagnrtudc, 

nd that the reiterated complaints of the merchants and others, who haie suRered by 

tl prevalenee, should have been so little attended to. A very little outlay on the part 

I it goremment might make, in so &r at least as piracy ia concerned, the navigation of 

" "BstemSessquiteassalcsslhiitof theChannel; and the adyantages thence resulting 

IT trade would, in a very short period, &r more than countervail the little sacrifice 

I tsquiicd at the outset 

* " ■ Eastern Sea*. go»ertunent should take the 
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, of the Islands to the east of Malacca; and yet aerend 
tbcy all abotmd in valuable products ; and tiiighl, it is 
ioteil with their ports and capabilities, furnish Ihe 
ive and ndiantageous commerce. Had utility been 

imberless islands in its vicinity, would have taken precedcnco of many lule 
F cipeditions. 

I The following paragraph, taken from the Cantoit Rrpoailory for March, 1B36, cor. 
[ TOborates what has been now staled : — 

, _3cnuintiFrari)riUih veueblhstatdiid In Chins UurfiiilMtwaa 156. The toDd oT 

1 Untliih trade fin the yeulSSS^ opium )nBhided,wualMut46,gi3iBadoll^; and thst for 1834-35 m 
' -'" er. The number DfAniHicin vesHliwhicta UTl?nl inThiDSdDIinilBSS-Mwu 60, and the 

1 18M-3S, were neiilT the taine onnunl. il» niunber al Dulcb trhIi that anm to Ihli n«Tt 
I Hate i but Ihe laA of tbs MMlHilaDdi tnde Hitti China, in IBSB-aO, HU S,IU42U doll^in. 
i«e, tbare U sliD a coniMaable aaiaunt or PottuHuese, Spuil^, French, Hamburgh, Djuuih, 

iih trade annusU;, The trade of Manilla, alreail; imouniing to ■evstbI uiiiiinn. ,. nn ih. 

■itoDeue. live number oTaquare-iigged leaiela that iDpcned u Singapore during 1B34. 

Ttcnnsfc U IBSLISS tuH ' ' 

t "V^anKhHthaaunualuiuiunt of trade carried onli 
EetbanlOJXUseamen.uhiLt cats haie our gavcnment 

fwis HaietVi •*^ •> <uMwi< Jn Mc an«^ Era, . 

blood; a&lr Of Qusllah Batoo ; U Li^SSd, howevi '" ■ ■- 

ni tot the American navy. A ivlde ronie. Indeed, ^, ... 
nvuncf Good Hc^ to Japan! The Portuguese here, we unumM«M,ua*t: uvm»>iimii 

■i^ir of imlU craft eaDeaponUna, fiir the dastrucQan of Ihe ^nticHlUaliyinholni 

M partkrahilTnuceiarul In ihe or-' -■-— — " ■ — ■'— ■- =— — -:.— ^- .,.- 

n jAntaa. Tbo Duteh alone havi 
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■late and chalk, shall be deemed to be departing in bal 
auoh ship or vessel, any slates or chalk be remuning o 
be her baUast — (4 & 5 WilL 4. o. 89. § 3. ) 



ir vessel hound Tor foreign parts 
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SLAVES. — SPELTER. 
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aiile it Ukdy U be brgdr coiuumel In Uicihiiieorblockifomilwayii ai^eaof iliUUiiDiABtlilcl 

3iiichalhick.b<>ieltieprmurcDr2ati>n>,iuKtbrDkeii[thi5Idnii uid a pi«« of Uw aiH lai(lli uil 
tiraiilth, but !1 inchet tkick, twrc 35 tixu, md braks vlth m taat. The eiperiBau veie made b) 
HadnglheilaubLockjipiiiiti bearing of 3 Inchei al eK;b end, leaiing a clear hoUvwapaB of K IM 

SLAVES. 

aafrnfiS^muai tn pajUamenl aa ampanalion (o riaTe ownen, DDde/hZut 3 & 4 Win 4. cw. 7S., 
kilt IWKd Uh Mlsviu labJe II ihom Uic arerage value or a tUre In cacli coloDr ; Uw mimbs d 
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SMUGGLING. —The 85th cbuse in the ut 3& 4 Will 4. c. 53., fiir the preTentian 

of ginuggling {Did. p. 1061.)t BUtborising justices to sentence aea&ring men, ecmiicted 
of smuggling, to serre in the navy toiSjean, has been repealed. Persons con<rieted of 
luch o&ncei are now to be committed to the house of correctioo, to hard labour, for 
not less than 6 moniha for the first oSence, 9 for the second, and 13 for the third. — 
(4&5 ina.4. c. 13. §2.) 

Boata used in fishing on the eoasta of Scotland are not required to baie lic«Dcei. — 
(6 & 7 ma. 4, c. «>. 5 8.) 

Magieiratea are nuthotised to commit oSeuden convicted of oflencei igunst the 
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SPELTER.— The exportation of sp^ter or ibc from Europe to India, whieb began 
in 1S21, produced an extent of apeculatian, and a fluclualion of price, that coald bardlj 
have been coDcaved possible. — Subjoined is an account of the 
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QataMtf, Value, and Sdling Price of the Spdter I m p or ted into Calcutta, firom all Parts, from the 

year ISflO— 81. 



Teen. 


Qnuitlli 
Impoitaa* 


Valoe. 


AvenaePiloe 
per^Md. 


Teen. 


Imported* 


Vehw. 


• 

Avenoe Price 
pcr^.Md. 


1890-81 
1881-88 
1888-83 
1883-84 
1884-«5 
1885-86 
1886-87 


NU 

88,636 

46/»8 

94,873 

190,900 

150,380 

188,670 


8m. Ks. 

NU 
985,360 
610,467 
1,418336 
1,986,790 
1,193,956 
1,388,738 


Cmr.Rs, 

83 7 

80 10 
15 10 
IS 8 
18 18 
10 IS 


1887-88 
1888-89 
1889-30 
1830-31 
1831-39 
1888-38 
1883-34 


BmM. Mia. 
186,634 
133,451 
99,795 
74,416 
64,834 
80,710 
84,941 


am.R$. 
1,173/>14 
711,817 
487,187 
863.906 
899,883 
180,948 
96,818 


Cmr. Mm. 
9 8 

7 8 

8 1 
5 10 
5 8 



This table shows the extraordinarr extent to which speculation had operated on this article The 
excess of imports ftt»in 182i.S5 to 18S8-29 was such, that recentljr the trade may be said to have been 
alt<Mether extinct ; the supplies that were carried out during the d years ending with ISSi-SS being in. 
tended rather to serve as dead weight than as a merchantable article. The stock in the India market has 
DOW, however, been so much reduced, that a considerable rise of prices may, at no distant period, be foirly 
anticipated. iBOFs Otmparaiive View (/ the Commerce qf Bengal for 1890-31, and 18S1-SZ, n. & : and 
for isae^ and 1833^, p. 24.) 

SPIRITS. —The reader will find, in the body of this work (art Smrits, p. 1075.) 
a statement of the smuggling and other pernicious consequences resulting in Irdand 
frotii the oppressive duties laid on spirits previously to 1823 ; of the good effects of the 
reduction of the duty to 2<. lOd, the imperial gallon in that year ; and of the influence 
which the addition of 6(/. to the duty in 1 83 1 had in reviving that illicit distillation, the 
preceding reduction had gone far to put down. The view we took of the necessity of 
making a fresh reduction of the duty was approved and strongly recommended by the 
Commissioners of Excise Inquiry ; and has, we are glad to say, been acted on by govern- 
ment ; the act 4 & 5 Will. 4. c. 75. having reduced the duty on British spirits, entered 
for home consumption in Ireland, to 2s. Ad, a gallon. 

It was contended, when this measure was before parliament, that the reduction should be extended to 
all parts of the empire ; and that, by confining it to spirits used in Ireland, a new temptation would be 
created to smuggle firom that country into England and Scotland. This no doubt will be, in some degree, 
the case ; and we hope that no long period will be allowed to elapse till the measure be generalised. We 
do not, however, think that there Is much probability of its giving birth to any considerable amount of 
smuggling ; and it is not to be denied that the reduction was much more urgently required in Ireland 
than any where else. Scotch whiskey carried to Ireland is admitted for consumption at the low duty. 

SpirU Licences. —The act 4 & 5 Will. 4. c. 75. made certain additions to the duties on spirit licences ; 
but these have been repealed by the act 6 & 7 WiU. 4. c 72. ; and the spirit licences are now the same as 
those dated in the Diet, p. 756. 

SPIRITS AND WINE (CONSUMPTION OF). 

Account of the Number of Gallons of Foreign and Colonial Spirits upon which Duty was charged in the 
United Kingdom since the Year 1832: with the Amount of Duty received thereon j also, a ' " 
Account of Home'made Spirits and of Foreign Wine. 
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IfiOljBGi 


l^i 


5'*5Z'*II 


5,161,780 


81,846,753 


86,508,538 


6,178n'S88 


1833 


1^7^1 


80,986 


8,498,765 


4,871,138 


81,874,455 


86,745,587 


6,481A^1 


1834 


1,388,751 


21,699 


3,345,666 


4,756,116 


88,597,760 


88,153,876 


6,718,531 


1835 


1^15,071 


19,708 


3.417,688 


1,758,456 


84,710,808 


89,468,664 


6,640,533 


1836 


l,)e57,9«0 


S0,006 


8,885,068 


4,605,054 


86,745400 


81,348,334 


7,036,848 


1837 


1,!<09407 


18.151 


3,568,708 


4,789,960 


84,498,539 


89,888,499 


8«:Srf..other 
sam5>.6d. 


Rate 
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28«.6<f.per 
GaUoir 


9«. per Gall. 




Rate of Doty on Home- 
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Scotland 8s. 4d, ~~ 
Ireland 3«. 4<f. until Sept., 
1834, when 8«. id. 





Account of the Number of Proof Gallons of Rum, Brandy, Geneva, and all other Foreign and British 
&ririts, that paid Duty in England, Scotland, and Ireland respectively, during 1837 ; with the To^ 
Number of Gallons that paid Duty in. the United Kingdom, and the Total Duty in the above Year. 
{FaH. Paper, Na SSa, Sess. 1838.) 
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Amount 
of Duty. 


Nnmber 
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Gallons. 


Net 

of Duty. 


8/)79,778 

1,160,608 

11,958 

11,808 


L. 

1,385,910 

1,306,578 

18,468 

9,818 


83,801 

31*161 

4,835 

1,140 


L, 

87,780 

85,066 

5,439 

809 


80,678 

16,877 

1,441 

888 


L, 

9,899 

18,987 

1,688 

883 


8,184,865 

1,808,646 

18,884 

18,830 


L. 
1,438,989 
1,359,615 
^10,589 

10,405 


4,864,146 
7,188,869 

85/M8 


8,714,168 
8,674,900 

9,390 


180,940 
6,114,035 

61 


79/)S4 
1,080,570 

9 


89,879 
11,835,685 

1 


80,891 
1,810,768 

• • 


4^84,465 
84,498,589 

85/199 


8,888,478 
5/X)6,S85 

9,399 
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11,483,068 


5,398,453 


6,845,086 1 1/199,603 i 11,875/)14 


lA41/)66' 88,943408 * 7.839,118 j 



1^ STARCH.— STEAM VESSELS. [Sui 

STARCH.— The injurious infiuence of tlic duly tm Btatdi, Ore uett produce of w 
in 1833, wM oolj 91,5171. ISJ. I^ ' ' " ■ . •- . .-■ 

nssainaibuded, by the CommuHor 
^hst, agTEeslily tn (hat rccomniciK 
^ 77.) 
STEAM VESSELS.— 
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jinia and S/(um rM«J«, Jw. of Ihe Uniud Stalet. — We bolicve we shall be 
loeptablc service to tbe buit of our readers by iBjing before them the 
following eitmcti from » letlcr by the SecreUrj to the Treasury of the United Slatw, 
prepared in pursuance of a resolution of the House of IteprcsenCativcs. of the 20th of 
June, 1838, It commutiicste; many interesting particuUrs with respect to the employ- 
ment of steam engines und slcam venuls iu the United States, and the locidcots that 
have happened to the latter. 

Number of Steamiraatat Locomotipegt and other SiEam EngiHsa in the Unittd Siaia. ^^ 
" The whole number of steam engines, of every kind, in the United States, reclioni 
one to each boat, is estimateil to be 3,010. Of these, Z,fi53 have been 
357 are estimated, in place! from which the returns ace either defective or not received 
at all. Of this whole number, about SCO are supposed to be employed io sieamboati, 
of which 700 are ascertained, and 100 eslimaled. About 350 are emgiloyed in lom- 
luntlves upon railroads. Of these, 337 are ascertained, and IS estimated. The residue, 
being ipReO, are usi'd in manulkctories of various kinds. Of these, 1,SI6 are nsccrtained, 

Nmt^ier of Jtccidmts io Stiant Engina. — " The numhe of accidents occaMoning Inss 
of lile or much injury to pcogierty, which have occurred iu the use of steam engines of 
every kind in the United Suies, is computed to have been about Sqa. Of these, SS3 
are ascenained, and the rest are estimated. Such accidents, by explosions and other 
disasters to steamboats, appear to have constituted a great portion of the whole, and 
are supposed to have equalled 230, of which 213 are ascertained. The Rrst of these la 
believed to have occurred in the Washington, ou tlie Ohio river, in ISje. 

" Since the employment of steamboats in the United States, it is computed that quite 
1,300 have been built here. Of these, about SiiO have been lost by various aceidenti^ 
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" The first steamboat used for practical purposes liere, (or indeed in any part of tha 
world,) was in 1807, on the Hudson River, in the Sutc oT New York. She was built 
by Fulton, called the North River, with an engine of only IB-horse power, and tnads 
the passage between Albany and New York in thirty-three hours. Though with n 
steam engine, manuGictured abroad by Baulton and Watt, yet no boat was launobod la 
Europe, ttiat proved successful in practice, till 6ve years after, by Mr. Bell, at Glasgow, 
in 1S13. At that time, the Car of Neptune, buUt in 1808, the I'aragon.in 1811, 
and the Richmond, in ISIS, were all, in addition to the boat first buill, running fromi 
New York. Kunmey is known to have made eiperiments on a small scale as to Heani- 
boats, in Vii^ioia, aa early as ITST ; but tbey were not reduced to any practical use. 
Both he and Fitch commenoed trials In this country as early as tT8:t and 17H4, and. 
Oliver Evans, iu 1785 and ITSti. They had been preceded In France, in 1762, by tha 
Marquis d'Jeafilrey ; and the idea of applying steam in boats bad beeu suggested in 
England as early as 1736. by Jonathan Hulls. 

" The whole number of steamboats ascertained and estimated to be now in tbia 
country, is 800, In England, in 183S, the whole number is computed to have U-en 

be running, where none were used till 1811, and where, in 1834, the number was com- 
puted to be only 2M. Of these 400, about 14t are estimated. On tbe Ohio river 
alone, in 1H3T, about 413 diHtrent steamboats are reported to have pas^ through 
the Louisville and Furtland Canal, tiesides all lielow and above, whiuh never passed 
through. But it deserves notice, that of those 413, near SO went out of use by accident^ 
' and several of the others, vit, 104, were new. 
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uiaviUe canal inereaaed from ^06, in nfll, lo 1,50]. in IB37, or nnulj 

years. About 70 boaU weie rmiiuog tim preseni year on tliu Nortb- 

rbere a Tev yean since the Dumtier was very amall, Uavin); been ia 

1SSS only 25. Of Ihe SOO steamboata now in ihc United Slabs, Ihe grealest number 

asoertained to be in any Slate ii 140, in Ihs State of Mew York. 

" It ia a matter of nurpriae that » few of these are «a-going vessels, coOHdering that 
tbe Grat steamboat whicb ever crossed the Atlantic was built in New York, so long ago 
■a If) 1 9, and went from Savannah (the place aftei which she vai called) to Liverpool 
in !G days; and, that the Hobcri Fulton, as eatly a* 1S23, made several trips to New 



whole I 



a puhlic 



of war, 



I Fulton, and was built in this country, to long ago as 1815, 
The QoTemment of (he United States nerer owned but two alesm vessels of war — both 
called the" Fulton." The first was lost, hy accident, in 18^9; and now there is only 
the other, before alluded to, built in 1B3S. Tt baa, however, 13 other steam raaela, 
employed in the var department, on the public a>orka, and in the traasportstioi] of 
ttoopa and stoiea. 

" Of tlio whole number of locomotives in the United Stales propelled by sleam, being 
about 550, the moat which hate been ascertuned in any State is 96, in tbe State Ol 
Pennsylvania. 

" Nona of them were introduced here till tS31. though they now rtm on nearly 1,500 
miles of railroad. The first, it ia believed, was in ihe State of Delaware, on tbe New. 
castle railroad ; the second, in Maryland, on the Baltimore and Ohio railroad ; and the 
third, between New Orleans and Lake Pontehartralo, in the Slate of LouisiBn.t. They 
had been tried in this country, hy Oilier Evona. as early as 1804, and in England as 
early as ia05 i but not reduced to useful pmetice in tbe latter till IBlt, for fi^ight, and 
in 1830 for passengers and speed. One succeeded on a common road, from London to 
Balh, ia 1S29. Of tbe whole number of other steam machmea in the United Slates. 
(h^ag about 1,860) the State of Permsylvania has the most, heing 383. The number 
ia Eume States is not accurately aacertuned ; but near 300 are ascerlaiued and com- 
puted to eaist in Lousiana alone. The introduction of them here, and especially vith 
Ibe high pressure machinery, was much promoled by Oliver Evans, about 1 S04. The 
drat of them in use in the United Slates waa put up in 1787, in tbe State of New 
Jersey, lor rusing water and earth from mines. The next were about 1791, in a cotton- 
&etory at Kensington, near Philadelphia; and soon after in saw-mills, and iron slitting 
and rolling mills, at Pittsburgh, llie power has been known in England lo be appli- 
cable to mechanical uses since the eipeiimenLi of the Marquia of Wareeater, in 1663. 
It is B^d by some that he was preceded in France (and a pamphlet published on ihe 
subject as early as 1615.) hy Solomon de Caus. But the views of the latter, like many 
who preceded him in the knowledge of steam as a moving power, are supposed to have 
been rather ihcorelieal than practical. Several machines were made in England as early 
BS 1720; and Walt's first patent was taken out, for improvemcnla in them, na eatly as 
1769. But they were not, even there, very extensively and aueceaifijlly applied to mills 
and manufactories, till 1785, though IS large engines were employed in the mines of 
Cornwall as early aa 1770; and a floui^iml!, with 20 pairs of stones, was moved by 
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" The grealAl employment of these in the South is in the sugar monufaclure, and in 
cleaning and presaog cotton ; in the West, in grist and saw mills, and in various manu- 
factures of iron machinery and tools ; and in the East, in mills, in printing, in cotton 
manufectoriea, and the public works at navy yards and armotiea, 

" The government of the United States owns 1 7 of theae ; they being employed at 
their rtavy yards, to empty docks, saw timbCTi&c. ; and at some arsenals and armories,' 
in manu&cturing arms. 

''The tonnage of all the steamboats in the United States is computed to exceed 
ISS.ITS. Of this, 137,473 is in boats awcrUineU or reported. By the official returns, 
Ihe irhole tonnage would now, probably, ei[ua,] near 160.000 tons, having been in 1837, 
equal to 153.660. Many boats iaeluded in those reiums have been li»t or worn out. 
and several new ones built since. In England, Ihe tonnage is estimated to have been 
67.969 in 1836. The tonnage of each boat here averages about SOOiand tbe estimates, 
where the returns hove been defective, were made on thnt basia. The power employed 
in all the steam engines in the United Statea ia ascertained and estimated at 100,318 
horse-power : of this, 13,140 only ia in engines estimated and not returned. In the 
imgregate, all this neiv mcchanieol force would be equal lo the power of 601 ,808 men. 
f.M. ..... '"019 horse-power is computed ^* '"^ '" ^,™.«*t*«-»., . e nan i*^ »:i-.».i. . 
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STETTIN. 

a strilting fae^ that the steam-power employed i 
t Ivo-Ihirds of all thnt is used in sleamlioats. Th . 
supposed to be the Natchez, of 8&D tons, and aev] 
-UD hetoeen Nch- York and Mississippi; Iho Illinins, aoi" 
ire the neit in siie, the former being 755, and the latte 
n Long Island Sound, is the next largest, being 6S6 tons 
■nd the Buffalo, on Lake Erie, neit, being oT 613 tons. The largest boau passti^ ■ 
Louisville, in 1B37, were, the Uncle Sam, of 447 Ions, and the Mognl, of 414 tons; •■ 
though beiow Louisville, the Mediterranean, of 490 tons, and the North America, i^'M 
145 tons, on the Ohio, and Ihe St.Louis, of 550 Ions, on the Mississippi, are i 
The greatest loss of life well authenticated on an; one oocasion in a steamboat, appear* J 
to hivo been hy collision, and consequent «nking, in the case of the Manmouth, in m 
1837, on the Mississippi, by which 300 lives were lust. The neit greatest were by I 
eiplosions; of the Oronoka, in 1S33, on the same river, by which 130, or more, hvelj 
were lost; and of the Moselle, at Cineinnati, Ohio, by which 100 to 120 persona was I 
destroyed. The greatest injury to life by aecidenU to boats from snags and sawyer* I 
appears to have been 13 lost, in 1834, m the case of the SL Louis, on the Minisuppi J 
river. The greatest by shipwreck, was in Ihe case of the Bome, in 1337, on the oaui 9 
of North Carolina, where 100 persons were lost. The greatasl by fire, happened in the J 
Ben Sherrod, on the Missisdppi river, in 1837, when near 130 perished. The number J 
of steamb»ts built in the United Stales in 1634, was 8S ; but in 1837. it was 18' " 
hod incrc^ed over 300 per cent, in three years. The places where Ihe greatest □ 
of steamboats, and olhcr steam maclilnes, appear to have been coostructed i . 

oountry, are Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, and Louisville, on the Western waters; and New,g 
York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, on the Atlantic. At Louisville alone, from II , 
1338, there appears to have been built 344 steam engines; of which 62 wore Gjr boatk'fl 
The fuel originally used in steamboats in the United States, was wood; but, of lata:H 
years, bituminous coal has, in many instances, been substituted; and, in several, anthrs- V 
cite coal. The latter, from the small space it occupies, would seem to possess a deradedT 
advantage, in sea-going vessel^ as well as in locomotives. 1 

" Some BteambDats, made of iron, are believed to be in use in Georgia, if not in olhel 4 
parts of this country, though none uf that material have been manu^tiired here; buC.| 
it is computed that their cost i» lc«3 than those of wood, and, as Ihcy draw less wa 
with the same freight, they are more useful on shallow streams." 

STETTIN, a city of Prussia, on the left bank of the Oder, about 36 miles from 
moutb, in lat 53" BS" SO" N„ long. 14° 33' E. It is well built, strongly fortified, a 
baa a population, eiclusive of troops, of 30,000. 
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il tUI 1640, ceased in August, I'SSS ; and the blaclu' 1 
ID the ditferent sugar islandu belonging to Great Britain have unco been aa free, and aa' i 
much entitled to the tree diiposal of their labour, aa the workmen in England, 
would, perhapt, be premature to apeoulate as to Ihe ultimate i " 

change; and eren aa respects the present atate of the islands, tl 

dietoiy, and little to be relied an. But certainly, whatever may be the influence i>f!i| 
emancipation in other respect'!, it has, in the first instance, been productive 
traordinary decline in the growth and eipoitation of sugar ; and thU, in fact, is only- I 
what might have been expected. Labour in sugar plantations bas hitherto bee 
socialed in the minds of the blacks with all that is most revolting to the feelings , 
it U not rational to suppose, now that they ate free, that (hey should apply Ibemselvwi m 
to what has been tlie badge and teat of their degradation with the energy that th* I 
lash used formerly to inspire. It should farther be recollected, that the wants of OmM 
blacks are comparatively few, and that they may be partially or fully met by labauriiig[f 
on grounds where sugar is not raised, and where the work is much lighter. Thtf-T 
circumstances now stated may not, indeed, have the influence tliat one should naturally ■ 
expect; and Ihey may be partially countervailed by others. But after every abatement, 
our conviction is, that the great falling off that has already taken place will, with 
difficulty, be diminished in any considerable degree. We subjoin 
AHAcflomiToCtlieloiponiorSugBrrroiii the British CnlnnlM In the W.TndlcE icta the United Rliig- 
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It will be seen from the above table that the imports of sugar from Js 
amounted in lS3t to 1,429,B93 uwta., were reduced in 1841 to 538^S5 ci 
the same period the total imports fVom the W. Indian colonies fell from 4,1 
or about 905,000 tons, to 2,151,217 cwla., or 107,560 tons. 

The emancipation of slaves in the Mauritius docs not appear la have been nearly M 
pr^udicial to the interests of the planters aa in the W, Indies ; and by way of keepiai 
up the supply of labour in the island, bill coolies have been introduced from Hindo* 
tan. At present the imports Rrom the Mauritias amount to from SSOflOO u 
GWts., or fram 37,500 to 30,000 tons ; but the fair presumption seems to be 
have attained to their moiimum, and will decline rather than otherwise. 

The equalisation of the duties on East and West India sugars, judiciously el ^ 

the act 6 & 7 William I V. cap. 26., has, by occasioning a considerably increased eipott^ " 
ation of sugar from India, contributed, in so far, to countervail the decreaung unports 
from the W. Indies. This resource has not, however, been nearly m grest as was an- 
ticipaled, the imports of E. Indian sugar, though siiBCCptible of an indefinite increase, 
being sdll generally under 500,000 cwta., or 25fiCO tons. It is obvious, therefiirB, 
that, even including the whole produce of tbe Mauritius and India, the supply of 
British colonial sugar is at present very tnaterially less than what was formerly de- 
rived from the W. Indies only i and we need not, therefore, wonder that there lui 
latterly been a great rise in tile price of sugar, and that its consumption has not 
Increased, aa it might otherwise have been expected to do, with the increasing popu- 
laliau and wealth of the country. The annihiladon of the trade of refining and export- 
ing colonial sugar is another consequence of tills diminution of the supplies. Bat even 
"is resource, the produce of the B 
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admitting foreign sugar under reasonable duties, to enable our people to supply them* 
selves at a moderate cost with this most important necessary. A measure of thiakind 
would do more, perhaps, than any other that can be suggested to increase the comforts 
of the middle and lower classes, and to improve the trade of the country. And as we 
scruple not to use the cotton and other products of slave labour in foreign countries, it 
would be contradictory and absurd to allege that the circumstance of foreign sugar being 
produced by such labour, should operate as a bar to its introduction. 

The consumption of sugar is rapidly increasing on the Continent and in America ; 
though latterly the increase in the former has been to a considerable extent met by the 
increased production of beet-root sugar. The entire consumption of sugar in France 
amounted in 1841 to about 105,500,(XX) kilogs. (116,050 tons), of which 70,500,000 
kilogs. were colonial and foreign sugar, and no fewer than 35,000,000 kilogs. native or 
beet-root sugar ! (Schnitzler, Statistique de la France, i. 296. and 303.) 'fhe progress 
of -the beet-root culture has been quite extraordinary. In 1828 the produce of the beet 
plantations did not exceed 4,000,000 kilogs.; whereas In 1838 it amounted to 
39,199,408 kilc^s. It must not, however, be supposed that this unprecedented in- 
crease affords any indication of the culture being suitable to France. On the contrary, 
its origin in the first instance and its subsequent increase are wholly artificial ; that is, 
they are wholly owing to the circumstance of beet-root sugar being exempted from all 
duty, at the same time that very heavy duties have been laid on colonial and foreign 
sugars. But it is rarely possible permanently to maintain a system of this sort ; and in 
consequence of the well-founded complaints of the colonists of the injustice of which 
they were the victims, enforced by the rapid decline of the revenue derived from sugar, 
which, indeed, was threatened with total extinction, a duty of 16fr. 50 cent, per 100 
kilog. (about 68. 9d, a cwt.) was laid oh beet- root sugar in 1838, which in 1840 was 
increased to 27 fr^ 50 cent, (about llx. a cwt.) But even this last increase leaves a 
differential duty of 17 fr. 50 cent, per tOO kilog. in favour of home-grown sugar; so 
that while the beet-root cultivators affirm they will be ruined, the colonists complain of 
the unjust preference given to the latter. We believe, however, that from the facility 
with which the home growers evade the duty, it will not be so injurious to them as has 
been supposed. But the probability is, that some considerable changes will speedily be 
made in the conditions under which the trade is now carried on. The beet-root culture 
has already been productive of a very great national loss ; and it has been proposed, in 
order to get rid of the difficulties in which it has involved the country, to destroy the 
plantations, indemnifying, of course, the planters for their loss. It is, indeed, generally 
believed that it is impossible fairly to assess the duties on sugar of domestic growth ; but 
if this could be done, and the duties were at the same time equalised with those on colo- 
nial sugar, there appears to be a general conviction that the beet-root plantations would 
be destroyed. The latter, in fact, owe their origin, and are wholly indebted for their 
progress and continued existence, to a system of bounty and preference subversive of the 
public interests. Uarsh, therefore, as the proposal now hinted at for destroying the 
beet-root plantations may at first sight appear, we are inclined to think that in the end 
it will be found to be the best, not only for the interests of the revenue, but of the 
public generally. Su^h is one illustration, among the thousands that might be men- 
tioned, of the effects that invariably follow from all attempts to bolster up and protect 
any species of industry for which a country has no natural or acquired aptitude. 

The same cause which has extended the growth of beet-root sugar in France, viz. 
its exemption from all duty, while it comes into competition with an article loaded 
with a heavy duty, has introduced its culture into Belgium, Germany, Prussia, and 
even Russia. Beet-root plantations have increased most in Silesia and Saxony, and 
are at present (1842) supposed to supply about one fourth part of the sugar made use 
of in Prussia. 

In addition to its increase in Curope and America, the use of sugar is rapidly 
extending in Australia, and in all countries that are either civilised or emerging from 
barbarism But, independent of the novel resource of beet-root sugar, and even sup- 
posing it were annihilated, the production of sugar is increasing so very rapidly in 
Cuba, Java, Brazil, India, the Philippines, &c., that there is no reason to fear any per- 
manent increase of price, even though the worst anticipations should be realised as to 
its production in our W. Indian colonies. We estimated (Diet, p. 1088.) the exports 
of sugar firom the great sugar growing countries, at an average of the 3 years ending 
with 1833, at about 560,000 tons a year ; and notwithstanding the heavy falling off 
that has taken place during the interval in the produce of the British W. Indies, we 
are well convinced that the annual exports from the same countries do not at present 
(1842) fall short of 580,000 tons, if they do not exceed that amount. We subjoin 
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81,0001: to ibout 33,0001 * yor. But b 1816 it fell off to little more lliaii balf its 
^«Tiaui unount This ludden decline iru dtnibtleai ooeaaoned by the grrat increase 
in the cantamption of Cape wine, coiuequent to the reduction at the duty on it, in 
-1814, from about 6m. to about St. 6(1. a gallon. In IBtT it wai attempted to revire 
the maDU&oture of home-niada wine, by taking a third Irom the duty on tireeta ; which 
■Dwunted, after the reduction, to about li. D^ a gallon ; and in I8S6 it wai further 
ladueed to 6^ But the ease with which the aitiete may be made by priTate indi- 
fidual^ and the decinia check given, by the introduction of Cape and other fbmgn 
wines, to tbe use of home-made substitutes, prevented these reduetions from baring 
any nuCerial influence i and in IBSS the duty had dwindled' to 3,7211. Under theM 
dtcuoutanees, the Commisaioners of Eiciie Inquiry wisely recommended the abolition 
of thaduty, which has been etTected by the set 4 & S Will. 4. c.TI. — (Fifth Rtporl 
ly CiiiBBuuiDiHri tf Exeitt Incpdrg, p. lil., &o.) 
SYDNEY. 

WagaAtNeiB South WaJft. — Btctj am In bar de^ne fciqlllu with luch lublccti li aivBre of ths 
aatreins dUBcultj of otjtBtaioK sccorUe sccuudii or tJie lUx of wa^ci- But in tbe caH of colonln. thli 
dlttculn ii matvUllj locrvsud ; It bfllQf (ha otiject of thoH Intnntod tn tha snniuruantiit of ciai- 
- anUaalaictluadiiBatscei. olwhlcbhlEh wig« an nrobablT the graalHt. in the moil ilrlkioE liihi, 
udocareruti. HcDoeTla farmer impresiloni of the Ulcttourj, se did not rtntun » Iaj sny deUtli 
BstalheTslsif vsfasiA Sydney before the ruder, HMiilthaHilTeo by [fas Em<(Tai[DiiCoiiitnliitoDFri; 
SBd a> thsM (tntlnien mentions^ tha tbeir MataBcata hid been oMalncd (ram the colonial sgenc. and 
aaerantbenas«HKas,ii*taadnadaiibtart]Hlt*ce>iniT. TbtieMB(teac«,boweT«r.chaughBppamiUr 

well foDD(led,(aw» IS hare beiD Dais UtUanMaMil. The Bet. Henry f — -'-'-—' '-^ ' 

lumn ia iba AuUrallu CoUtca, Sfdaey, bsi ihowu, In hti irsluible trut, e 

aiNflsSMM* ITsfef, tluU tbs ttsianienti put forth 19 the Bmltratlati CoomL 

msseriooilTtOBitilssdi'' and that, In niliil of htm, thsr hlie mlilod mr muir In 
atlfrlst M ^teey, ftHuxl the wsiai Du hEloo whal tbef had bees msde to expect. 
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TAETFF The following table embraces the eiisting tariff of customs' duties, 
principally imposed by the act 5 & 6 Vict, c. 47. "Hie psssing of this act formj an 
important (era in the history of British commercial and financial legislation. It baa 
abolished numerous prohibitions, and, by judiciously eiempling a p*at rariety of 
Iriflina articles from duties, and reducing those on a great number of important ar- 
ticles, it will. BO doubt, tend materially to increase their importation, and consequently, 
■Iso, the amount of duty rec«*ed from them. But it is essential to bear in mind that 
it is impossible to inoreate the Importation of foreign articles without, at the same lime, 
nroporlionally increasing tbe eiportatlon of the natire products with which the fonnor 
must be paid. It Is, therefore, no easy matter to estimate the probable influence of so 
eitensivc a measure aa the new tariff on the trade and ftiture prosperity of the empire. 
There can however, be no doubt that it will be very coOMderable 1 and it is, indeed, 
moat probabU that it will not only materially deepen and enlarge the eiisling channels 
of commercial intercourse, but that it will gradually open others with which we may 
now, perhaps, be wholly unsecjuaintcd. 

pieviouslv to the pasung of this act, the Importation of oxen, sheep, and other cattle, 
was prohibited; but now ihey may be freely imported, osen on paying, duty of 20... 
cows of 15.., calve, of 10... and sheep of 3.. a head. There are certainly no just 
grounds for saying that these duties are other than moderate; and though we belie.e 
Siat. for a lengthened period, few cattle will be imported, the obstacle is not to be 
found in tha duly, but in tha scarcity and high price of catUe in the parts of the Con. 
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tinent adjacent to England. Tlie duty on foreign salmon, which was formerly pro- 
hibited, has been fixed at lOs. a cwt ; the duty on salt beef has been reduced from 1 2«. 
to 8s. a cwt., and that on bacon and hams from 28«. to 14«. a cwt. This last is a very 
important reduction, and we have little doubt that it will now be possible to import 
bacon and hams from the United States and parts of the Continent, and to sell them 
at a very considerably reduced price. The change in the dutfes on corn, though not 
effected by the Tariff* Act, is, substantially, part and parcel of the latter ; and though 
it leaves much to be desired, there can be no question that, as compared with the late 
act,' it is a very great improvement. 

The new tariff* has effected a most important and beneficial change in the timber 
duties. The oppressive and exorbitant differential duty of 45«. a load in favour of the 
inferior timber of oUr N. American possessions is to.be reduced from the 10th October, 
1 843, to 245. and 30s: a load. But though this be a signal improvement, we do not 
know that the way in which it has been brought about is the most judicious that might 
have been suggested. It has been effected by reducing the previous duties on foreign 
timber from 558. to 25«. and S2s. a load, and the previous duty on British colonial 
timber from 10«. to 1«. and 28. a load. While, however, every one must admit that 
the reduction of the duty on foreign timber is most proper, and will be most advan- 
tageous, it is not very easy to discover any good reason why the duty on Canada timber 
should have been reduced. On the contrary, it should rather, if any thing, have been 
increased. The effect of the reduction of the duty on Canada timber will foe, in so &r 
as it goes, to force the use of an inferior article, and to narrow the trade by diverting 
the consumers from the best and cheapest markets. But, how defective soever in some 
respects, the change in the timber duties is, as already stated, a most important imN 
provement ; and will tend, in no common degree, to reduce the cost of ships, bouses, 
and machinery. The duty on mahogany has also, we are glad to say, been reduced 
from 51. to 1/. a ton. The duty on most sorts of fancy woods is now, also, so very 
trifling, that it can oppose no serious obstacle to their importation. 

The most objectionable, by far, of the existing duties are those on brandy, geneVa, 
and sugar. Those on the two first mentioned articles are so exorbitant that their only 
effect is to reduce to the narrowest limits what would otherwise be a very considerable 
trade, to give an overpowering inducement to smuggling, and its consequent demoralis- 
ation, and to diminish the revenue to a half or less of what it would most, likely amount 
to were the duties reduced from 22«. 6d, to 10«. a gallon. The brandy and geneva 
duties are, in fact, the finest extant specimen of the felo de 8e class of duties ; and are 
singularly at variance with, the sound principles on which the tariff* has been generally 
compiled. ^ 

Sugar is now, in this country at least, a most important necessary of life ; and it is, 
therefore, of the greatest consequence that its price should be reduced to as low a level 
as is practicable, consistent with those fiscal considerations which we can never safely 
lose sight of. This is to be effected, partly by reducing the duty on British colonial 
sugar, and partly and principally by reducing the present exorbitant duty on foreign 
sugar to the same, or nearly the same, level as the duty on our own sugar. There is - 
not and there can be no good objection to this equalisation. 9t is mere drivelling to 
allege in opposition to it the slavery that exists in Brazil, Cuba, and other foreign 
sugar-growing states. Do we not take, without any objection, the cotton and other 
products of these states ? and, unless it be to pander to a vile and worthless cant, on 
what principle can we refuse to take their sugar ? (see an^e, p. 128.) We subjoin a 
statement of the 

Duties now (September IB42) payable on Goods, Wares, and Merchandise Imported into the United 

Kingdom from Foreign Parts. 

N. B. It is enacted by the Act 5 & 6 Victoria, cap. 47. s. 42., that, in addition to the duties on imports 
in the following table, a farther duty of 4d. per gallon shall be charged on all spirits and strong 
waters imported into the United Kingdom, and a farther duty of 5 per cent, on the amount of tlie 
duties on the other articles, with the exception of corn. 
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We have previously noticed in the Dictionary (p. 141.) and in this Supplement 
(p. 27.), the injury done to literature and literary men by the clandestine importation 
of English works from abroad, promoted as that has been by the permission given to 
all Englishmen who may happen to visit the Continent legally to import one copy of 
such works, for their own use. But we are glad to have to state that this abuse is now 
rectified ; the act 5 & 6 Vict. c. 47. having enacted that from the 1st of April, 1843, the 
importation of all books of which there is a subsisting copyright in the U. Kingdom 
shall be absolutely prohibited. — § 24. 

The 56th section of the above act repeals the drawbacks hitherto allowed of the duties 
on foreign thrown silk, on the exportation of silk goods manufactured in the U. Kingdom, 
and on deals and timber used in the mines of Devon and Cornwall, and in Ireland. 

TARIFF, (AUSTRIAN.) — Subjoined is the tariff of the import, export, and transit 
duties charged in the Austrian empire on some of the most important articles of trade and 
consumption. It came into operation on the 27th of February, 1838. 

The duties imposed by this tariff, though, in some instances, considerably lower 
than those formerly charged, are still, speaking, generally, very heavy. The duty on 
cotton and woollen goods, for example, is 60 per cent, ad valorem; while that on cofiee 
is 38«. the English cwt., that on raw sugar for consumption, 32«. the cwt., and so 
forth. There is, in fact, a singular contradiction in the commercial policy of Austria ; 
in some respects it is as- liberal as could be wished for, while' in others it is selfish 
and illiberal in the extreme. In all that respects ports and shipping, the legislation 
of Austria may be advantageously contrasted with that of almost any other nation. 
All articles are freely admitted into Trieste and Venice, and may be consumed in 
them, or warehoused and re-exported without being liable to any duty, the port charges 
being at the same time very reasonable. But the moment that it is attempted to 
introduce any article from a free port into the interior, it is loaded with oppressive duties, 
and subjected to vexatious regulations. These have been imposed in the view of pro- 
tecting and encouraging domestic industry ; but it is, perhaps, unnecessary to say that 
their effect in Austria, as in all other countries, has been precisely the reverse. 
Instead of trusting to their own exertions, and bringing the inexhaustible resources 
of science and ingenuity to their aid, the native producers, deprived of the stimulus of 
coinpetition, depend for success on the efforts of the customs* officers to exclude 
foreign products, and to secure them a monopoly. There is, consequently, but little 
improvement. Every thing has about it an air of languor and routine. Most part, 
also, of the foreign products to be met with in the interior, have found their way 
there through clandestine channels. The mischievous influence of such a system is, 
indeed, too obvious to be disputed by any one not interested in its support. The recent 
modifications of the tariff, and the commercial treaty negotiated with this country, 
may, we hope, be regarded as the forerunners of still greater changes. A reduction 
of the duty on most foreign articles to a third or a fourth part of its present amount, 
would do more than any thing else to promote the industry of the empire, to stimulate, 
commerce, and to increase the customs* revenue. Now that the navigation of the 
Danube is being opened, a reduction of this sort is more than ever necessary. The 
introduction of a taste for the productions of foreigners is of all others the most likely 
means by which the long dormant energies, and immense productive ^capacities of 
Hungary, Transylvania, and the other eastern provinces of the empire, may be stimulated 
and developed. Unluckily, however, the existing duties must either go far, by ex- 
cluding foreign products, wholly to prevent the formation of such a taste in the 
countries referred to, or if they should be imported, it will only be in limited quantities, 
and through the agency of the smuggler. The latter derives employment and wealth 
from this vicious system ; and were it intended for his advantage, it might be said to be 
well contrived, and the means judiciously adapted to bring about the desired end. 
But it is directly opposed to invention and industry ; paralyses the manufactures it 
was intended to protect ; and either annihilates all commerce, or makes it redound to 
the advantage only of those who trample on the laws. No system can be more com- 
pletely at variance with the paternal intentions of the Austrian government ; and 
its down&l may be expected the moment they become fully aware of its real nature and 
practical influence. 

The great drawback under which Austria labours, is the situation of by far the 
larger portion of her provinces in the central parts of Europe; and separated from the 
great markets for their produce, either by a wide tract of intervening country, or by high 
mountain ridges, Austria is naturally an agricultural country ; and, unless compelled 
by circumstances ta divert a portion of her energies to manufactures, will no doubt 
continue such for a lengthened period : and hence, as the products of agricultural 
industry are at once heavy and bulky in proportion to their value, the advantage of 
opening improved channels of communication with other countries. In this respect, 
the free navigation of the Danube is of much importance, though more stress has been 
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laid upon it in this country than it probably deserves. The expense of carrying com 
and timber from Hungary to the Black Sea, and thence to the ports of Western Europe, 
will, we apprehend, always be found too heavy to permit of England or France ever 
supplying themselves, at least to any considerable extent, with the corn, flax, or timber 
of Hungary or Transylvania. The cost of conveying produce from the interior of the 
continent to the nearest shipping ports is a most important element, which is too 
generally lost sight of in this country. To show its influence, we may mention that, on 
the 28th of November, 1838, wheat sold at Lemberg, one of the principal markets of 
Galicia, for 15«. 2d. a quarter, when its price at Dantzic, on the 20th of the same 
month, was 41 «. 6d, ; the difference amounting to 268, Ad, a quarter, being occasioned 
by the difficulty and expense of conveying corn down the Vistula, from Lemberg 
to Dantzic. We may remark, by the way, that this fact sets in a very striking point 
of view the absurdity of the statements so frequently put forth in our newspapers, 
<M)ntrasting prices in this country with those in foreign markets, and ascribing their 
excess in England wholly to the influence of our com laws. 

The Austrian government and people have long been alive to thef many advantages 
that would result from opening a communication between Hungary and Fiume, and 
other ports on the Adriat'"*. And notwithstanding the obstacles opposed by the inter- 
}K>sition of the Julian Alp^ and other mountain ridges, an excellent road has been 
carried from Carlstadt to Fiui^o Still, however, the expenses of the carriage of bulky 
products are too great to make t:iis route sufficiently available ; and the advantage of 
further improving and cheapening the communication is too obvious to need being 
pointed out. 

Tablk of Import, Export, and Transit Duties levied in the Austrian Empire on the following Articles, 
as modified by the late Imperial Ordinance in force ttom the 27th of February, 1838. 
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TARIFF (RUSSIAN).— By compHTuig the following important doenmmt with 
the late Uriff, it will be seen that nearly 100 uticlea that were formeTly prtdiiblted are 
DOW admitted under payment of duties ; and that the duties on several articles that were 
formerly admitted have been materially reduced. The publication ot thU taiifT ii 
evidence that sounder and more enlarged opinions on eommercial affiiiis have made ih^r 
way into the cabinet of Feteraburgh. The duties on many imported articles are still, no 
doubt, quite oppressive ; but it may be fiiirly presumed that the sdvantages'resulting 
from the increased commerce whicb the present measure will certainly occasion, will 
most likely lead, and probably at no Yerf distant period, to further relai«tion«. No 
European country possesses half the resources, or means of adding to her wealth and 
population, that are possessed by Russia ; and nothing will do half so much to excite the 
industry of the people, and to make them avail themselves of the vast capacitiea of pro- 
duction within their reach, as the establishment of a liberal commercial system. Rusua 
haa already reaped very great advantages from her foreign trade ; but they are triflii^ 
■ compared to what they would be, were she to renounce all attempts prematurely to 
bolster up the liner descriptions of manutactures, and to allow her industry to be ero- 
ptoyed in preference in the numerous departments in which she is either equal or 
superior to others. Having by far the largest share of the foreign trade of Rtisna, it is 
pretty certain that the newtarifTwill be decidedly more advantageous to US than to any 
other foreign power. The Russisn government was, no question, fully awsre of this, 
and the concesuons are on that account the more credilabie to it No one acquainted 
with the history of this country during the last hsif doien yean, can &ill to know that a 
party amongst us have eierled themselves to the utmost lo embroil the two countries; 
(tod have even goat so fitr, in furtherance of tbeir object, as to establish journals ^>pa- 
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and diiluatian. The Rui 
oanimoiuly in despising tiv abuse oJluded to. 
ihim each other, there are no two DUions betwei 
to prersil as Russia sud England. Thej have i 
not injure ub, nor ir« her. The products of 
the marketa of the other 



injun UB ; and ber conqueats, hov objectionable i 
iManeea. materially promoted the iDlereMs of oomnietee 
govemrnent hai, however, acted wisely as veil as mag- 



[nitead of beini 



really eondicting intercats ; she ean- 
luntry are adimrably niited fbr 
of protecting duties in Russia. 



ibuld be, by the adjustment of our r^ulations 
Bomui principles, would add prodigiously to the ' 
and eatabllsh it oa fijuadations not to be shaken. 





TEA (TRADE IN). —We are trulir glad to have to state that the renilu ot the 
first 4 ^eara' experience of the Tree trade to China have more than justified the antiei- 
pationaofthtxewhoeipected the greateit success from the abolition of the monopoly. 
At an average of the 3 or 4 years preceding tha dissolution of the Company's charter, 
thi4r average aonual imports of tea amounted to about31,500,000 lbs. a year ; but in 
1833-M, the last year of the charter, the imports were only 29,592,310 lbs. The year 
lasj, the first year of the free trade, presents a very different result; the imports having 
amounled to 43,000,000 lbs., eiceedtng by above 10,000,000 lbs., or 30 per cent., the 
Company 's imports when largert I We aubjoin 



SuppJ 



TEA (TRADE IN). 



149 



An Account of the Quantities of Tea imported into the United Kingdom, the Quantities retained for 
Consumptiou, and the nett Revenue derived from the same, in 1834, 1835, 1836, 1837, and 1838. 



Tears. 


Imports. 


Exports. 


Retained for Con- 
sumption. 


Net Revenue. 


1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 


lbs. 
33,643,980 
44,360,550 
49,307,701 
36,973,981 
39,887,441 


lbs. 
1,181,005 
2,158,029 
4,269.863 
4,716,248 


lbs. 
34,969,651 
36,574,004 
49,142,236 
30,625,206 
32,366,412 


£ 
3,589,361 
8,832,427 
4,674,535 
8,223,840 



The excess of the quantity retained for consumption in 1836 was occasioned by the change in the 
duties that year, which made it necessary to enter all the heavy stock of bohea thmi in bond, in order to 
escape the duty of 2s. Id. to which it would otherwise have become liable. 

For an account of the species of tea, and the quantities of each exported fh>m Canton to England and 
the United States, during the year ended 30th of June 1837, see art. Canton, in this Supp. 

The extension of the trade is not, however, the only gratifying circumstance connected 
with it. Notwithstanding the great additions made to the exports, there has been 
no rise of prices at Canton worth mentioning ; a fact which sets the ability of China 
to furnish additional supplies in the most striking point of view. The quality, too, 
of the free trade teas is said by some to be superior, and is admitted by all to be at 
least equal, to that of the Company's teas. Many apprehensions were entertained of 
disturbances taking place between the crews of the private ships and the natives that 
might interrupt or stop the trade ; but nothing of the sort has occurred. Under all the 
disadvantages of inexperience, the free traders have, with but few exceptions, conducted 
themselves with singular tact and address ; and the captains of the different ships agree 
in affirming, that Canton is a port where they may unload, load, and clear out, not only 
without any difficulty, but with as much facihty and expedition as at either London or 
Liverpool. It is singular, indeed, how completely the statements put forth by the 
Company's advocates, in favour of the monopoly, have been disproved : in fact, the only 
intemiption of any kind given to the free traders was occasioned by the pretensions 
advahced by the individual sent out to watch over their mterests ; and, however painful 
the way in which that interruption was terminated, there can be no doubt that the event 
was a most fortunate one for the success of this great experiment. 

The opening of the trade has been quite as successful as respects exports as imports. 
The quantity and value of the cottons shipped for China in 1836 very much exceed 
the quantity and value of those shipped in any previous year ; and though, owing to the 
revulsion in the American trade, they fell off considerably in 1 837 ; they have since 
nearly reached their highest level. This, indeed, might have been anticipated ; but few 
comparatively anticipated what has turned out to be the fact, that the cotton stufis have 
met with a quick and advantageous sale ; and that all descriptions of twist, with the 
exception of some of the higher numbers, have, also, realised good prices and profits. 
Indeed, we have no doubt, as well for other reasons as from the statements of gentlemen 
of great experience recently arrived from China, that the trade between that country and 
England is yet only in its infancy. Nor is it possible to estimate the mighty dimensions 
to which it may attain, should our cottons, as there seems to be a fair prospect, come 
into extensive use among the Chinese. 

Tea (Duties on). — We mentioned in the article Tea (Diet. p. 1 148.), that objections 
had been made to the duties imposed on tea by the act 3 & 4 Will. 4. c. 101. ; and 
that it had been proposed to repeal them, and to impose in their stead an equal duty of 
28. per lb. Had tea been of a nearly uniform quality, or had the different teas been 
of nearly the same value, there would have been nothing to object to in the equalisation 
of the duty ; but, so far from this being the case, small beer does not differ more from 
strong than some sorts of tea from others ; and while the price in bond of the inferior 
sorts, in most markets, does not exceed lOd. or Is. per lb., that of the superior sorts is 
as high as 4s. or 5s. Under these circumstances, it is not easy to imagine that any 
thing can apparently be more oppressive or unjust than the imposition of the same rate 
of duty on all sorts of tea. But, admitting the injustice, it was contended that it was 
not really of a kind that could be obviated ; that it was impossible to discriminate 
between different qualities of tea ; that, by imposing different rates of duty, a door was 
opened to every species of fraud ; and that teas admitted at one port at the low duty of 
Is, 6cL were charged at another with the higher duties of Qs, 2d. and 3s. per lb. We 
believe these statements were much exaggerated ; though no doubt can be entertained 
of their being true to a certain extent. It was evident, indeed, that considerable diffi. 
culties would have to be encountered at the outset of a new system ; but it is probable 
that a little experience would have done much to obviate them ; and it is believed by 
many well-informed persons, that the duties charged under the act 3 & 4 Will. 4. c. 101. 
might have been, at no very distant period, assessed with considerable fairness. But 
government, influenced partly by a wish to get rid of the clamour and outcry raised by 
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ating duties, and partly, perhaps, by s doubt whether 
lirly collected, consented to their abolition ; and. to accomplish it. 
iDtroaucea ana earned through the act 5 & 6 Will. 4. c. 33. Iliia statute enacted that 
liota the 1st of July, 1836, a duty of 2i. Id. per 11>. stiouM be charged on all teas, 
without eicepiion, entered for home consumption in the United Kingdom. 

We do not den^lhat the iuKenHyaf the cue — the ImTioiilblLltr or falrlr mhbbIii^ dlBcrimlnaUnc 
diiUea — Duir JuatiTy a meatiirfl of ihU H>rt. but nothing Abort of ttaii will Afford «> muoh u tbeabadoHof 

l«at to >B Bd viiipnM Ui of above WO per cent, on the berarage or tltepoor, and of Htuv more than AO 
Ddherl^I ThiikagrleTauiaooiiulTi mif. If the dlMeiiitiH In Uie way of aiHtiing 

. -Jtlei coflld hare barn ottrUlad l» tba adoption of an; maaoi at tba dlipoaal of goreni- 

, It 1i daUaff Boat itnluatlT aad oppraalTely b* Ibe poor. Perban It waa not poialbla enorel* to 
Ltatbe^fkultleilnqiiFatlHi. But ^ the plan we luggntad (DM. p. I IW.) bean adoptad i that la, 
idutrotlt-GA (If.MwouldharebaenUUlbettH) been charged aDCongaeatireUaioaBoliea.aiKl 

-.1 ■■ u„ oiher deKrfptioDi or tea teen allowed to uand ai Ihay wan, there would bale bHn 

ift for mud 1 Ibe reienue would hare iMt litlla or natfabg ; and the duty would bare 
^IVa.— TheconiniiielonerlDf cuilomibive. hf a minute dated the IDth of Jul;, 1«M. 



KadadMrotlt-Gtf 



JVanAotuing of Fro, — 
liiued tbe Ibllowiog regu: 

lumptkai : ^ 

pansd In Hch *rw4 b* ■■ nTUd - wltli a pT«|iviJ*ir nam- ->.. .— *♦ ♦-ii— j i-j *',-. .h„ -„„i,n-.. ^ ..-...^^ 
ta, -mi 0- bUbaU If Oil nnfi •m iMuA namn, «d 

a.'ria.t no ]Kkw> h dind -"- -"-' 



The ports of London, Liveipool, Briitol, Hull, Newoiutle, Leith, Gljugow, Greepock, 
Port Glasgow, Dublin, Belfast, and Cork, have been declared ports into wbicb tea may 
be Imparted and warehoused. 

TIMBER. — For an account of the imporunt slterationB effected in the timber 
duties in the course of the present year (1842), see art. Tabiff (British) in Ihn 
Supplement, 
Statement ihowlng the Impoitatlon and Coninmptloo of Timber In llie United Kingdom. Ibr the Flfteea 
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imported Into tbs United Kingdom from Biltlih Ai 



16 BighiMn YMn oodlc 



law sia ai.cM 171 39,199 isia ui ii!,gi« gs ib,u9 

IMS m 1(3,6H isa 31,996 lUl HT S9JOI H toSi 

law aOS 99,353 90« 41,3Gfi 1S3A UJ L]7,99« 94 t7J9i 

■8(1 319 IDMGI lit i;,lltO lue IW l«3,IM 101 I9,HS 

ISO 991 M,aiT lOT njiTi iiM t7s iu/irt u iiiooa 
IMO I Wa 8i,<T4 9a I «3M1 1 liS! I an ) IWI.BH 1 7) M.llli 



TIN. — We have great salisisction in being able Co state that the duliea on tin 
raised in Com*all and Devon, and all regulations with respect to the coinage of the same 
(tee Did. art. Tim), have been abolished hy the 1 & 2 Vict. c. 1 20. This wise and beneliinal 
measure provides that compenEation shall be made to the duchjr of Cornwall for the loss 
ari^ng fVom this aholition, by settling on its possessors a perpetual annuily equal to the 
tiett average amount oflbe duties during the 10 years ending with 1637, And having 
thus secured the interests of the miners and the duke of Cornwall, the aet goes on to 
■eeure those of the public, by eoaotinf; that the duties on foreign tin and tin ore shall be 
reduced to 15>. and 10*. a cwt. respectively. The total quantity of tin produced in 
Devon and Cornwall, in 1837-98, amounted to S,130 tons, of the average value of sa., 
nuking its total value 420,660L 

TONNAGE OF SHIPS.— We noticed, Zh'cf. p. 1165., theincODvenienceBttendrng 

the old metbod of measuring ships, and gave some of the clauses of a bill that had been 
introduced for their more correct admeasurement. The subjoined statute, 5 & 6 W. 4, 
c 56., which has embodied similar clauses, prescribes the rules according to which the 
tonnage of ships has been ascertained since the 1st of January, 1836. These rules are 
not BO simple or easily applied as those that were previously used ; but they give the 
tonnage of all ships, however built, with tolerably accuracy, and, consequen0y, lake 
away the temptation, that till then existed, (o build ships of a form unsuitable (or the 
purposes of navigation, in order that by measuring less than their true burden, the 
duties charged according to the tonnage might be evaded. 

JUpeal i^Ji/rmtr SegvbUfom. — 'nii rnlei laid down In theact S ft4 Wlll.t.c.sa. (ite Diet, p.m.l 
nlatlDg to IbB idmeuuremint of ihlpi, are hereby npealed, bo fu- as relstcs to Ibe metcbaot iblpi to be 
taenann' rariitered. — ) I . 

Stai ly IMftit nnmagt qf VrsieU ii la be nKerMjBfd, — From sod altor Iho cominencenient of thliact 
th* tmman of evetr abrp or vf Esel (bill, prevlaui to hei being legliteted. beraeiiured *nil u»iUlned 
while har hold Is din, «nd accorillni; lo the followlna rule i lii.i dlrtdo the length of the npper deck 
between tb* aftRpart of the item and the fotepart of [he iternpoit Into e eqgal parti. Depth) : it the 

break In the upper deck, the deplhi ire to bt meuucwl from * Uae MretclHd iD ■ contliiuulon of the 
deck. BiBultbi: divldaeacli ofttaou 3 deplba Into & equal parti, and meaiure the IniMe breultht at the 
foUowlog pDlnti J Tl*. at 1-Mb ■odatt'Moa from ttaa npper deck of the foremott and altermoit depths. 
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and at 2-5th8 Jind 4-5ths fh>m the upper deck of the midship depth. Length ; at half the midship depth 
measure the length of the vessel from the after part ofthe stem to the forepart of the stempost ; then to 
twice the midship depth add the foremost and the aftermost depths for the sum of the depths ; add toge- 
ther the upper and lower breadths at the foremost division, 3 times the upper breadth, and the lower 
breadth at the midship division, and the upper and twice the lower breadth at the after division, for the 
sum of the breadths ; then multiply the sum of the depths by the sum of the breadths, and this product by 
the length, and divide the final product by 3,500, which will give the number of tons for register. If the 
vessel have a poop, or half deck, or a break in the upper deck, measure the inside mean length, breadth, 
and height of such part thereof as may be included within the bulk-head; multiply these 3 measure- 
meiits together, and, dividing the product by 92*4, the quotient wiU be the number of tons to be added to 
the result as above found. In order to ascertain the tonnage of open vessels, the depths are to be mea- 
sured from the upper edge of the upper strake. — • § 2. 

Tonnage to hejenteredon Register. — The tonnage or burden of every ship belonging to the U. K. 
ascertained in the mtoner before directed, shall, in respect of any ship registered after the commence- 
ment of this act (except as herein excepted), be inserted in the certificate of the registry thereof, and be 
taken and be deemed to be the tonnage or burden thereof for all the purposes of the said act. — ^3. 

Tonnage ^ Steam Vessels. — In each of the rules before prescribed, when applied to ascertain the ton- 
nage of any ship or vessel propelled by steam, the tonnage aue to the cubical contents of the engine room 
^ shsdl be deducted from the total tonnage of the vessel as determined by either of the rules aforesaid, and 
the remainder shall be deemed the true register tonnage of said ship or vessel. The tonnage due to the 
cubical contents of the engine room shall be determined in the following manner ; viz. t measure the in- 
side head, then multiply the said length by the depth of the ship or vessel at the midship division as 
aforesaid, and the product bv the inside breadth at the same division at 2-5ths of the depth from the deck 
taken as aforesidd, and divide the last product by 92'4, and the quotient shall be deemed the tonnage due 
to the cubical contents of the engine room. — §4. 

Length and Contents qf Engine Room to be set forth in Description qf Steam Vessel, — The tonnage due 
to the cubical contents of the engine room, and also the length of the engine room, shall be set forth in 
the certificate of registry as part of the description of the ship or vessel ; and any alteration of such ton- 
nage due to the cubical contents of the engine room, or of such length of the engine room, after registry, 
shall be deemed to be an alteration requirmg registry de novo within the meaning of the said act for the 
registering of ships or vessels. — § 5. 

For ascertaining Tonnage qf Vessels when laden. — The tonnage of all ships, whether belonging to the 
U. K. or otherwise, as there shall be occasion to measure while their cargoes are on board, the following 
rule shall be observed ; vis : measure, first, the length on the upper deck between the afterpart of the 
stem and the forepart of the stempost ; secondly, the inside breadth on the underside of the upper deck 
at the middle point of the length ; and, thirdly, the depth from the underside of the upper deck down the 
pumpwell to the skin ; multiply these 3 dimensions together, and divide the product by 130, and the quo- 
tient will be the amount of the register tonnage of such ships. — ^ 6. 

Amount (^Register Tonnage tooe carved on Main Beam* — The true amount of the register tonnage of 
every mercnant ship or vessel belonging to the U. K., ascertained according to the rule by this act esta- 
blished in respect of such ships shall be deeply carved or cut in figures of at least 3 inches in length on 
the main beam of every such ship or vessel, prior to her being registered § 7. 

Not to alter Tonnage qf Vessels already registered. — Nothing herein contained shall extend to alter 
the present measure of tonnage of any ship or vessel which registered prior to the commencement of this 
act, unless in cases where the owners of such ships shall re()uire to have their tonnage established ac- 
cording to the rule before provided, or unless there be occasion to have such ship admeasured again on 
account of any alteration made in the form or burden of the same, in which cases only such ships shall 
be re-admeasured according to the said rule, and their tonnage registered accordingly. — ^ 8. 

Commencement qf Act.'— This act shall commence and take effect upon and from the 1st day of 
January, 1836. — § 9. 

TRADE. — We subjoin some statements Illustrative of the commerce and naviga- 
tion ofthe U. Kingdom, in 1840 and 1841. 

I. An Account of the Imports of the principal Articles of Foreign. and Colonial Merchandise, of the 
Consumption of such Articles, and of tne Customs Duties received thereon, in the Year ended 
5th January 1842, compared with the Imports, Consumption, and Receipts in the preceding Year. 



Article*. 


Quantities imported. 


Quantities entered for Home 
Consumption. 


Gross amount of Duty 
received. 


Year ended 5th January. 


Year ended 5th January. 


Year ended 5th Januaiy. 


1841. 


1842. 


1841. 


1848. 


1841. 


1848. 


Barilla and alkali . . cwt. 

Bark for tanners' or d vers' use - — 

Batter . . -. 

Cheese - ... 

Cocoa - - - lb. 

Coffte, ofthe British possessions in Ame- 
rica and Africa . _ 

Imported firom the Cape of Good Hope, 
Mauritius, and British possessions in 
the East Indies; viz. 
Produce - • _ 

Foreign, otherwise bnported • ^ 

Total of coffte . . .. 

Com: — 
Wheat - . qrs. 
Barlev • . __ 
Oats . . — 
Bye - - . . >_ 
Peas . . _ 
Beans . . -_ 
Maize, or Indian com . _ 
Buckwheat - _ 
Malt - . _ 
Wheat meal or floor - cwt. 
Barley meal - . _ 
Oatmeal - . _ 
Rye meal .... 
Indian meal - - _ 

Dyes and dyeing Stuffk, tiz. 
Cochineal ' . * . . ib. 
Indigo . . _ 


63,071 

642.643 

«58,661 

S26,468 

3,499,746 

18,726,898 

8,260^971 
36,629,457 
12,733,440 


40,286 

626,078 

267,272 

262,726 

4,862,673 

9,709,551 

6,841,101 

19,342,408 

5,619,495 


56,408 

639,586 

849,507 

819,397 

8,045,478 

9,938,153 

4,541,511 

14,150,768 

77,607 


47,173 

505,893 

851,856 

848,335 

1,930,764 

10,641,591 

6,930,894 

10,844,634 

4,461 


L. 

5,810 

80,973 

857,943 

118,925 

17,530 

256,799 

117,533 

544,808 

3,328 


4,955 

16,595 

863,840 

136/)84 

16,908 

879,344 

181,931 

427/m 

874 


70,250,766 


41,512,555 


88,708,a'S3 


88,480,980 


922,468 


888,646 


1,993,383 

625,438 

540,736 

3,.W2 

158,486 

129,419 

23,264 

766 

275 

1,537,838 

8,685 

9 

14 

1,105,554 
7,283,222 
1,254,927 


• 

2,408,974 

264,985 

119,922 

15,600 

144,596 

893,048 

4,137 

3 

1,851,581 

18,533 
8 

1,105,844 

6,698,249 

880,823 


8/)84,917 

619,801 

518,851 

1,857 

159,456 

189,517 

21,073 

746 

1,317,814 

6,601 

m m 

510,886 

3,011,990 

649,949 


8,300,888 

282,885 

20,850 

618 

138,857 

867,698 

4,733 

3 

1,814,880 

11,106 
5 

666,678 

8,809,195 

765,894 


725/)52 

118,997 

84,273 

1,116 

34,830 

18,106 

5,363 

111 

177,680 

848 

m m 

237 

39,891 

1,800 


390,071 

47,784 

10,849 

881 

17,869 

61,865 

824 

1 

45,950 

686 

1 

866 

37,309 

8,163 



TRADE. 

Tibial — cshMuk 



-is=- 






TRADE TREBISOND. ' [Supp. 

Tibls L—owMHud. 



^ 


(1™».»,™l 




'"^'i^Zif'*^ 


VT„irfM.J.=~,. 


V««dBlU>Jlmu<r,. 


TW..WM1JU.UII. 


IMl. 


IMi. 


U41. 


■Ml. 


IMI. 


IHt. 




.IS 


^w'S 


S 


..ii 




.s 


9J11JIT 






CUOAlt 






ii 


S1S,«61 


W 






'1 


«»,4sa^iD 


tVB.UMM 


Mi.iai^u 


«».i97.im 


6iO*i! 


SE3.79I 


*WM.!M 


S6.I69.97» 


SS,Dm^6 


ia/mfi6j 


7m;Im 


SJwI 


«..<6«.ll 


1M0MS1 






r»lanu IraiumlUed monlhlj throughout the currentTwir 
"tar mer ".trie" »™'Twt >iitsSent tfiuhSI™ not 






' ' OH amploreJ in ttas CouUdi Tnde tHlw»D C - ■ ■ 




„._ 


■SS^ 


.».^ 


■SSSs, 




IM2. 


IMl. 


ISiS. 


i&~s=r. ; 


Sj|| 








MAIS*is 

Si 



TREBISOND. —- TVowf* Trade uith Feriia. — We noticed, under the article 
Tbehsohd, in the Didiimarg, the importance that the trade with this place was likely 



o sltain from iu becoming a cbanoel through which 



arry on trade with Peraia. 
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J?!I^/ ^ ?• ^"* !^ January, 1832, the trade between Emtipe and Persia, by way 
^ 5^ t?* P™??P"y «»*r«l in the Russian port of Redoubt Kale, at the 
mouOi of the Phasis. This was a consequence of the ezempUon granted in 1822 to 
the Russian provinces to the south of the Caucasus from the duties charged in the other 
parts of the empire. But the exemption having ceased at the period referred to, and 
the Trans-Caucasian proymces having been subjected to the same duties as the other 
provinces, the transit trade to Persia by way of Redoubt Kal6, Teflis. and the Caspian 
Sea, has almost entirely ceased, and it is now carried on through Trebisond, Erzeroum, 
and Tabreea. In consequence, the increase of trade at Trebisond has been verv re- 
markably In 1830, about 5,000 packages, valued at 250,000^., were imported and 
forwarfed ^^ Pex^; m 1834 about 12,000 packages, valued at 600,000^ were so 
received and forwarded ; and in 1835 the number of packages had increased to 19^27. 
valued at 96€,S50L ! We subjoin a f ^^ ««. lucnwiea w ly,^^/, 

®S?l^fn?^t«%lS'^u"**''^°°5y of yewels, with the Value of their Csrsoei; and dUtinguishlna 
y4MSS.^(a,j2lSi-^J<S^^ ^^^^ *'"'*'*** "*** ''^^'^ »* the ]S^ of TrebiSSn thS 



Coimtric*. 


Entered. 


Qeared. | 


Vcaaela. 


Tonnage. 


Value of 
Cargoes. 


caaeU. 


Tonnage. 


Value of 
CaiKoea. 


Britiah 

Tvrkiah 

Kaadan 

Attatrian 

Greek 

Samtei 


18 
IIS 
16 
11 ' 

6 

4 

1 


1,915 

16,f<44 

2,651 

3^29 

912 

881 

112 


L. 

155,260 

619,336 

157,439 

64,612 

3,141 

4,164 

16,580 


17 

102 

14 

U 

6 

5 

1 


i;S51 

15,212 

2,275 

8,329 

912 

881 

112 


L. 

30,167 

602,854 

34,084 

2,315 

1,723 

19,777 


Total 


170 1 86,444 1 


1,020,532 1 156 1 


24,672 


690,920 ' 



Most of the vessels from Constantinople had on board British produce; and it is bellered that from 
7-lOths to 9-lOths of the goods imported to be forwarded to Persia are of British origin, consisting prin- 
cipally of cotton goods, woollen, hardware, tin, sugar, &c. Previously to 1831 no British iron had ever 
been seen hi Trebisond ; but it was then introduced, and is now imported, to the exclusion of all other 
sorts. M. de Hagemeister admits that It has entirely superseded the iron of Russia in this and other 
markets on the southern side of the Black Sea — Report on the Commerce qfthe Black Sea, p. 207.) * 

In Persia, as in almost all Eastern countries, foreign products are admitted, on paying a low duty. 
Latterly, however, the schah has evinced a disposition to restrict the imporiation of English goods, or to 
load them with heavier duties. This conduct, so unusual in an Eastern prince, may, it is probable, have 
have been suggested by the foreign agents at his court. 

Direct Trade leitk Trebisond. — The transit trade of Trebisond is by far the most important : but, as 
the goods destined for Persia by this channel are cleared out for Turkey, they appear in the list of 
exports to it, and, ocmsequently, make our trade with Turkey i^^pear much greater than it really 
amounts to. 

The trade with Trebisond itself is, however, far from inconsiderable, and might be indefinitely ex- 
tended. The Iron of Great Britain is now, as stated above, imported to the exclusion of that of Russia, 
which was formerly the only sort made use of. Considerable quantities of cotton yam are also supplied 
through Trebisond to the looms in the eastern part of Asia Muior that used to be wholly supplied with 
native yarn, and a taste for British cottons Is beginning to spread among the population. 

We carry away from Trebisond Persian silk, wool, tobacco, wax, opium, boxwood, nuts, &c. But, 
pwing to the restrictions on exportation, the trade has hitherto laboured under many diflBculties ; and 
numbers of ships have sailed in ballast for Odessa, Galacz, and other ports where they load. 

TURKEY (TREATY OF COMMERCE WITH).— We have great pleasure in 
directing the attention of our readers to the following treaty. They are aware, as we 
have elsewhere shown (Diet., art. Constaktinople), that nothing can be more liberal 
than the policy of the Turkish government, as to importation. But the freedom of 
exportation is quite as necessary to the successful prosecution of commerce as that of 
importation. A country prohibited from selling, that is, from exporting, cannot, how 
much soever it may be disposed, import, or buy ; and hitherto this has been in a great 
degree the case with Turkey. The government has been in the habit of monopolising 
the trade in silk and opium ; and the exportation of a great many important articles, 
as com, copper, hemp, and flax, &c., has either been wholly prohibited, or sold or 
jobbed, by the divan or the pacha of the province to the highest bidder, or some 
favoured minion. The subjoined treaty expressly stipulates for the suppression of this 
wretched system. " The Sublime Forte** formally engaging " to abolish all monopolies 
of agricultural produce, or of any other articles whatsoever, as well as all permits from 
the local governors, either for the purchase of any article or for its removal from one 
place to another when purchased ; ** and all viziers, or other officers, who may act con- 
trary to such stipulations are to be punished. If this condition be bond fide enforced, it 
will effect one of the most salutary reforms that it was possible to introduce. We con-, 
fess, indeed, that we have little, or rather no hope, in the regeneration or real improvement 
of Turkey, and should be glad to see her territories^occupied by any European power. 

• We have elsewhere referred {Diet. art. Odbssa) to this valuable publication. Though in the service 
of Russia, the author has not scrupled to point out errors in her policy ; and has justly censured the ex- 
tension of the tariff to the Trans-Caucasian provinces in IS32. 
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But still the liberty freely to export will do something for the inhabitants ; and, by- 
opening new markets for their products, will in so far stimulate their industry, and promote 
civilisation. The benefits that may grow out of this treaty to Great Britain and other 
commercial nations are but trifling compared to those that will probably result from it 
to Turkey herself: and it is on this account, indeed, that it is especiidly deserving of 
eulogy. The treaty takes effect from the 1st of March, 18S9> 

Convention qf Commerce and Navigation between her Me^esiy and the Sultan qfthe Ottoman Empire, 

with two additional articles thereunto annexed. 

Art 1.— All rights, privileges, and immunities wliich have been conferred on the subjects or ships or 
Great Britain by the existing capitulations and treaties are confirmed now and for ever, except in as far 
as they may be specifically Stered by the present convention : and it is, moreover, expressly stipulated 
that all rights, privileges, or immunities wbich the Sublime Porte now grants, or may hereafter grant, to 
the ships and subjects of any other foreign power, or which it ma^ suffer the ships and subjects of any 
other foreign power to ei^oy, shall be equally granted to, and exercised and ei^oyed by, the subjects and 
ships of Great Britain. 

Art. 2 — The subjects of her Britannic Majestv, or their agents, shall be permitted to purchase at all 
places in the Ottoman dominions (whether for the purposes of internal trade or exportation) all articles, 
without any exception whatsoever, the produce, growtn, or manufacture of the said dominions ; and the 
Sublime Porte formally engages to abolish all monopolies of a^icultural produce, or of any other articles 
whatsoever, as well as all permits from the local governors, either for the purchase of any article or for 
its removal from one place to another when purchased ; and any attempt to compel ttie subjects of Her 
Britannic Majesty to receive such permits from the locaj governors shall be considered as an infraction of 
treaties, and the Sublime Porte shall immediately punish with severity any vizirs and other oflScers who 
shall have been guilty of such misconduct, and render full justice to British subjects for all itguries or 
losses which they may duly prove themselves to have suffered. 

Art. 3. — If any article of Turkish produce, growth, or manufacture be purchased by the British mer- 
chant or his agent, for the purpose of selling the same for internal consumption in Turkey, the British 
merchant or his agent shall pay, at the purchase and sale of such articles, and in any manner of trade 
therein, the same duties that are paid, in similar circumstances, by the most favoured class of Turkish 
subjects engaged in the internal trade of Turkey, whether Mussulmans or Rayahs. 

Art. 4 — If any article of Turkish produce, growth, or manufacture be purchased for exportation, the 
same shall be conveyed by the British merchant or his agent, free of any kind of charge or duty whatso- 
ever, to a convenient place of shipment, on its entry into which it shall be liable to one fixed duty of 9 
per cent, ad valorem, in lieu of all other interior duties. 

Subsequently, on exportation, the duty of 3 percent., as established and existing at present, shall be 

{>aid. But all articles bought in the shipping ports for exportation, and which have already paid the 
nterior duty at entering into the same, will only pay the 3 per cent, export duty. 

Art. 5 — The regulations under which firmans are issued to British merchant vessels for passing the 
Dardanelles and the Bosphorus, shall be so framed as to occasion to such vessels the least possible 
delay. 

Art. 6 — It is agreed by the Turkish government that the regulations established in the present con- 
vention shall be general throughout the Turkish empire, whether in Turkey in Europe, in Turkey in 
Asia, in E^pt, or other African possessions belonging to the Sublime Porte, and shall be applicable to 
all the subjects, whatever their description, of the Ottoman dominions ; and the Turkish government 
also agrees not to object to other foreign powers settling their trade upon the basis of this present con. 
vention. 

Art. 7.— It having been the custom of Great Britain and the Sublime Porte, with a view to prevent all 
diflBculties and delay in estimating the value of articles imported into the Turkish dominions, or exported 
therefrom, bv British subjects, to appoint, at intervals of fourteen years, a commission of men well ac- 
quainted with the traflSc of both countries, who have fixed by a tariff the sum of money in the coin of the 
Grand Siguier which should be paid as duty on each article ; and the term of fourteen years, during 
which the last a4justment of the said tariff was to remain in force, having expired, the liigh contracting 
parties have agreed to name conjointly fresh commissioners to fix and determine the amount in money 
which is to be paid by British subjects, as the duty of 3 per cent, upon the value of all commodities im- 
ported and exported by them ; and the said commissioners shall establish an equitable arrangement for 
estimating the interior duties which, by the present treaty, are established on Turkish goods to be ex- 
ported, and shall also determine on the places of shipment where it may be most convenient that such 
duties should be levied. 

The new tariff thus established to be in force for seven years after it has been fixed, at the end of which 
time it shall be in the power of either of the parties to demand a revision of that tariff; but if no such 
demand be made on either side within the six months after the end of the first seven years, then the tariff 
shall remain in force for seven years more, reckoned from the end of the preceding seven years ; and so 
it shall be at the end of each successive period of seven years. - 

Art. 8. — The present convention shall be ratified, and the ratifications shall be exchanged at Ck>nstan- 
tinople within the space of four months. 

In witness whereof, the respective plenipotentiaries have signed the same, and haveafiixed their seals 
thereunto. 

Done at Balta-Iiman, near Constantinople, the 16th day of August, 1838. 

PONSONBY. 
(Signed in the Turkish original) 

MUSTAPHA R£SCHID,&c. 

ADDITIONAL ARTICLSS. 

Certain dfflScuUies having arisen between the ambassador of Her Britannic Majesty and the plenipo- 
tentiaries of the Sublime Porte, in fixing the new conditions which should regulate the commerce in British 
goods imported into the Turkish dominions, or passing through the same in transit, it is agreed between 
his Excellency the British ambassador and the plenipotenti»ies of the Sublime Porte, that the present 
convention should receive their signatures, without the articles which have reference to the above-men- 
tioned subjects forming part of the body of the said convention.* 

But at the same time it is also agreed — the following articles having been consented to by the Turkish 
government — that they shall be submittedtotheapprobationof Her Majesty's government, and, should 
they be approved and accepted by Her Majesty's government, they shall then form an integral part of the 
treaty now concluded. 

The articles in question are the following: — 

Art. I. — All articles being the growth, produce, or manufacture of the United Kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland and its dependencies, and all merchandise, of whatsoever description, embarked in 
British vessels, and being the property of British subjects, or being brought overland, or by sea, from 
other countries by the same, shall be admitted, as heretofore, into all ports of the Ottoman dominions, 
without exception, on the payment of 3 per cent, duty, calculated upon the value of such articles. 
And in lieu of all other and interior duties, whether levied ou the purchaser or seller, to which these 
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articles are at present subject, it is agreed that the importer, after receiving his goods, shall pay, if he 
sells them at the place of reception, or if he send them thence to be sold elsewhere in the interior of the 
Turkish empire, one fixed duty of 2 percent.; after whicli such goods maybe sold and resold in the inte- 
rior, or exported, without anv further duty whatsoever being levied or demanded on them. 

Bat all goods that have paid the 3 per cent, import duty at one port shall be sent to another (Vee of any 
further duty, and it is only when sold there, or transmitted thence into the interior, that the second duty 
shall be paid. 

It is always understood that Her Ma}esty*s government do not pretend, either by this article or any 
other in the present treaty, to stipulate for more than the plain and fair construction of the terms em- 
ployed ; nor to preclude in any manner the Ottoman government from the exercise of its rights of inter- 
nal administration, where the exercise of those rights does not evidently infringe upon the privileges 
accorded by ancient treaties, or the present treaty, to British merchandise or British subjects. 

ArtJ2. — All foreign goods brought into Turliey from other countries shall be freely purchased and 
traded in, in any manner, by the subjects of Her Britannic Majesty, or the agents of tne same, at any 
place in the Ottoman dominions ; and if such foreign goods have paid no other duty than the duty paid 
on importation, then the British subject or his agent shall be able to purchase such foreign goods on 
paying the extra duty of 2 per cent., which he will have to pay on the sale of his own imported goods, or 
on their transmission for sale into the interior ; and after that such foreign goods shall be resold in the 
interior, or exported, without further duty ; or, should such foreign goods have already paid the amount 
of the two duties (i. e. the import duty and the one fixed interior dut^), then they shall be purchased by 
the British subject or his agent, and afterwards resold or exported, without being ever submitted to any 
further duty. 

Art. 3. — No charge whatsoever shall be made upon British goods (such l)eing the growth, produce, or 
manufacture of the United Kingdom or its dependencies, or the growth, produce, or manufacture of any 
foreign country, and charged in British vessels, and belonging to British subjects) passing through the 
straits of the Dardanelles, of the Bosphorus, and of the Black Sea, whether such goods shall pass through 
those straits in the ships that brought them, or are transshipped in those straits, or, destined to be sold 
elsewhere, are landed with a view to their being transferred to other vessels (and thus to proceed on 
their voyage) within a reasonable time. 

All merchandise imported into Turkey for the purpose of being transmitted to other countries, or 
which, remaining in the hands of the importer, shall be transmitted by him for sale to other countries, 
studl only pay the duty of 3 per cent paid on importation, and no other duty whatsoever. 

Done at Balta^Liman, near Constantinople, the 16th day of August, 1838. 

PONSONBY. 
(Signed in the Turkish original) 

MUSTAPHA RESCHID, &c. 

OflSdal Note delivered to I<ord Ponsonby by his Excellency Nouree Eflfendi, on the 27th of August, 1838, 
. ., relative to the ad Article of the preceding Convention. 

{Translation.) 

It js stipulated by the 2d article of the Treaty of Commerce concluded between the Sublime Forte and 
the British government on the 25th Djemaziulevel, 1254 (August 16. 1838), that English merchants are at 
liberty to purchase all kinds of merchandise in the Ottoman empire. 

But in order that the right of English merchants to sell within the Ottoman empire, or to export, the 
merchandise which tiiey may purchase, may not be liable to misconception, the embassy of Her Britannic 
Majesty has desired that an explanation should be given on this point, either in the treaty itself, or in a 
special note. 

The meaning of the passage of which an elucidation is requested is clear, from the relation which 
the subsequent points m the 2d article bear to each other. But we nevertheless repeat, that English 
merchants may, in virtue of the treaty, purchase within the Ottoman empire all kinds of merchan- 
dise ; may, if they think proper, send the same abroad after having paid the duty thereon stipulated by 
the treaty, or may, if thev. think fit, resell the same within the Ottoman empire on conforming to the 
arrangements established t^ the said treaty with reference to internal commerce. 

Such are the arrangements of the treaty ; and we give this explanation to the ambassador, renewing to 
his Excellency the assurances of our sincere and perfect friendship. 

The 7th Djemaziul-akir, 1254 (August 27. 1838). 

VAN DIEMEN'S LAND. — Poptdation. — Including military, the total population 
of Van Diemen*s Land amounted, in December 1838, to 45,846, of whom 18,133 were 
convicts. The males are to the females in the proportion of about 3J to 1, and the free 
to the convict population nearly as 27 J to 18. T*he total estimated value of the articles 
of colonial produce exported from the colony in 1838 was- 58 1,475/. 5 the value of the 
imports during the same year being 702,9561 



Statement of the Value of the dififerent Articles exported from Van Diemen*8 Land in 1835. 



Articles. 



Wool 

Wlieat 

OU 

Whalebone 

Flour 

Livestock 



Amount. 



• L. 

148,931 

40,769 

54,160 

10.698 

6,096 

7,783 



Articles. 



Amount. 



Potatoes • . . . 

Hides, seal skins, opossum, and kangaroo skins 
Bark ..... 
Unenumerated goods ... 

Total 



L. 

2,761 

3,Si43 

11,K6« 

41,386 



320,679 



The procress of the colony during the last few years has been singularly rapid, particularly in the 
breeding of sheep, its staple branch of industry. In 1828, for example, the stock of sheep amounted to 
fiA3 698 head, whereas in 1838 it had increased to 1,214,485 head 1 The export of wool has increased in a 
like nroDortion having advanced from 99,415 lbs. in 1820, to 993,979 lbs. in 1830, and to 2.609,520 lbs. in 
1838 1 The revenue of the colony was 52,483/. in 1827, and 138.591/. in 1838. In the latter year there 
belonged to the colony 101 vessels, of the aggregate burden of 8,382 tons. 

VENEZUELA. — An Account of the trade of La Guayra, the principal port of this 
republic, in 1829, 1830, and 1831, is given in the Dictionary under La Guayra. The 
following details with respect to the foreign trade of the Republic in 1833-34 are taken 
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UNITED STATES (TRADE OF). — The following statemems in relation to 
' tbe trade and lUTigatiod of the United States hare been derived trom the official 
returns printed bj oider of Congress : — 
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WUtlMr 



Bi^«nd 



Sootiand 

Ireland 

Oibnltar 

Malta 

British Eaat Indies • 

CamofOoodHope • 

Brhidi African portt 

BtMrii West InSn . 

British Guiana 

BHtish Nortii America 

.^Colonies 

^anch Atlanticports • 

Fkcndi Meditsrtancan 

ports 
Plcadi West Indies • 
ll»5a - 

Spanldi Atlantic ports 
Spaaish Maditananean 

ports 
Tenerifl^, and other 

Canaries 
Cnba . • . 

Other Spanish West 

Indies 
Fortual 
Mad£a 

Fwal and other Asortt 
~ da Verd Islands 
Ii " 




Trieste and other Avs. 
trian Adriatic ports • 
Torit^, Larant, &C. - 
China 
Texas 
Mcsioo 
Boodoras 
Centnl RepubUc 
Colombia 
ftasil 

Clsplatine Bcpubtlc 
Aicentine Bepoblic - 

West Indies, generally 
Btnope, generally 
Asia, generally 
Africa, generally 
South Seas 
Saadwldi Islands 



COttOBa 



Sea 



Lb*. 

4,S57,4S9 
S79,644 



Other. 



756^98 



Lbt. 

896,713,916 
10,335,879 

74,963 



Value. 



IMter«. 
4t,547,86l 
S;309,«57 

9,399 



fi.aso 



Total 



7.811 
91«593^78 

6,957 Jtl 



883,004 
1,049,589 



1,418,851 
16,701 



1,311 
553,566 



8,430,086 
15,387 



1,119 



7,078 



571,405 
6,000 



5,886,971 



438,984,566 



S71 



508 
14,356,109 

909,561 



Tohaooo. 



Flour. 



Quantity. 



38,989 
160,818 



178,337 
4,481 



806 
58,618 



1,811,645 
1,609 



851 



484 



63,349 
660 



63,840.102 



Hkda. 
10,783 
1,010 

4,840 

861 

3 

70 

1,057 
14 

1.070 
6,809 



Vahw. 



DMmr* 

1,750,065 

119,803 

161,903 

88,135 

173 

6,535 

74,506 
1,335 

68.889 
575,953 



8,301 147389 

743 58.860 

476, 89343 

1,000 108,381 



38 



679 

804 

160 

30 



846 

839 

18 

80 
3 



416 

"5 

34 

40 

106 

83 
176 

80 
118 



1,891 



8,393 



45,034 

85,741 

18,558 

8,080 



83,881 

18,555 

1,869 

1,741 
178 



14,538 

619 
1.745 
3,187 
7311 

1,887 

13,131 

398 

9,961 



98351 



100,838 5,795,647 



Qoaatity. 



Barraffl. 



15 



68383 
111 

18316 



1,467 
15357 



300 



55337 
9310 



116 



34 

5307 
18338 

8300 

566 

18303 

60.180 



1385 
3.439 
4351 



477 

60 

888 



318.719 



Vataw. 



169 



617318 
1,033 

198,705 



18381 
149378 



8,870 



618395 
87,419 



1393 



339 

47379 

116,157 

87318 

5383 

118348 

596376 



17,415 
38,074 
43381 



4,767 

675 

8,867 



8,987,869 



Bloa. 



Qaanlily. 



15,454 

9 



IW 1381 



7399 
. 858 

1311 
10,850 

I3I6 

1309 

1301 

185 

85 

11 
18351 

1«487 

980 

113 

18 

5 



100 



555 
395 
105 

18 
149 

87 

134 

816 

40 

9,799 

3,079 



Valna. 
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157 



60 



106384 



160314 
736U 

65304 
148314 

38311 

45396 

19,149 

5,130 

1,104 

519 
410,113 

S4358 

13,958 

5317 

470 

186 



1395 

15,688 

10359 

8331 

SOS 

4333 

1351 

3,414 

4,486 

891 

194,8Sfl 

6I344 

114 

1,793 



2309,879 



The total value of the different articles of domestic growth and manufacture exported firom the United 
States during the year ended 30th of September, 1837, was 95,564,414 dollars. The value of the articles 
(rf* foreign growth and manufacture exported from the United States during the same year was 21,864,963 
dollars ; making together a grand total of 117,419,376 dollars. 

Amount of the registered, enrolled, and licensed Tonnage of the United Stater, on the 3l8t of December, 

1830, 1832, 1834, 1836, and 1837. 





1830. 


1R38. 


1834. 


1836. 


1837 


Registered 
EnoUedandUoenacd 

Totals • 


Tona. 

576,475 
6I53OI 


Tofu. 

686,989 
758,460 


Tons. 
857,438 
901,469 


■ Toiu. 
897,775 
984388 


Tama. 
810,447 
1,086,838 


1,191,776 


l,A?i9,4Vi 


1,758,907 


1,898303 


1,896,685 



WAREHOUSING SYSTEM. — The act 4 & 5 W. 4. c. 89. § 20. has the fol- 
lowing proviso : — 

The commissioners of customs shall remit or return the duties payable or paid, on the whole or any 
portion of wine, spirits, or other fluid, whicti shall be lost by any unavoidable accident in the warehouse 
In which it was deposited according to the provisions in the act 3 & 4 Will. 4. e. 57., or an^ other act to 
be passed for the warehousing of goods ; and the duties upon the following articles, deponted in ware 
houses qf special security ^ viz. wine, currants, raisins, figs, hams, cheese, and mahogany, when taken out 
of warehouse for home use, shall be charged upon the ouantities actually delivered. 

Loss by Fire in IVarehouses. — The 5 & 6 Will. 4. c. b6. enacts, that tne clause in the general ware- 
housing act, 3 & 4 Will. 4. c56. $41. (Did. p. 1223.), providing for the indemnification of the merchants 
for damage occasioned to merchandise in warehouses by embezzlement, waste, or spoil, or by the wilful 
misconduct of the officers, shall not extend, or be taken to extend, to any damage or loss occasioned by 
fire.— $4. 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. — The act 4 & 5 Wm. 4. c. 49., passed in 
18S4, repealed some of the clauses in the acts 5 Geo. 4. c. 74. and 6 Geo. 4. c. 12., 
establishing the new system of weights and measures, and enacted others in their stead. 
But the act referred to has been itself repealed by the 5 & 6 Will. 4. c. 63. This new 
iuit contains several important provisions. It abolishes all local or customary measures, 
under a penalty of 40«. for every sale made by them ; it prohibits the mischievous 
practice of selling by heaped measure ; it enacts that coals shall in all cases be sold by 
weight ; that, with the exception of gold, tilver, platina, diamonds, and other precious 
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stones (which may be sold by troy weight), and drugs (which may be sold in retail by 
apothecaries* weight), all other articles sold by wei^t shall be sold by avoirdupois 
weight only ; and that a stone shall, in all cases, consist of 14 lbs. avoirdupois; a hundred 
weight of 8 such stones, &c. Lead and pewter weights are not to be stamped. 

The act sets out with repealing the 4 & 5 of Will. 4. c. 49., and the provisions in the 
acts 5 Geo. 4. c. 74. and 6 Geo. 4. c. 12., which require that all weights and measures 
shall be exact models or copies in shape or form of the standards deposited in the ex- 
chequer ; and those allowing the use of weights and measures, not in conformity with 
the Imperial standard, established by said acts ; or that allow goods or merchandise to 
be bought or, sold by weights or measures established by local custom, or founded on 
special agreement. It then goes on to enact as follows : •— ' 

Weights and Measures stamped at the Exchequer declared legal. — Weights and measures verified and 
stamped at the exchequer as copies of standard weights and measures sliall be taken to be legal weights 
and measures, to t>e used for comparison as copies of the Imperial standard weights and measures, 
although not similar in shape to those required under the provisions of the said acts ; and the comptroller- 
general, or other duly authorised officer of the exchequer, may compare and verify, and stamp as correct, 
standard measures of a yard, standard weights, and standard measures of- capacity, any weights and 
measures which correspond in length, weight, and capacity with the standards, or parts or multiples 
thereof, deposited in the exchequer, under the 5 Geo. 4. c. 74., although such weights and measures may 
not be moaels or copies in shape or form of the standards so deposited. — ^4. 

Copies qf the Standard Weights and Measures worn to be re-verified — All copies of the Imperial 
standard weights and measures which have become defective, or have been mended, in consequence 
of wear or accident, shall forthwith be sept to the exchequer, for the purpose of. being again compared 
and verified, and shall be stamped as re-verified copies of such standar.d weights and measures, provided 
the comptroller, general, or other officer appointed for such verification, deem them fit for the purposes of 
standards ; aud everv new comparison and verification shall be indorsed upon the original indenture of 
verification ; and such weights and measures shall be stamped upon payment of fees of verificatfon only ; 
and the comptroller.general, or other officer, shall keep an account of all copies of the Imperial standard 
weights and measures verified at the exchequer. — \ 5. 

Local and Customary Measures abolished. — From and after the passing of this act, the Winchester 
bushel, the Scotch ell, and all local or customary measures, shall be abolished ; and every person who shall 
sell by any measure other than one of the Imperial- measures, or some multiple or aliquot part thereof* 
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding AQs. for every such nde: but nothing herein shall prevent the 
sale of any articles in any f essel, where such vessel is not represented ,as containing any amount of 
Imperial measure, or of any fixed, local, or customary measure heretofore in Jise.. — § 6. 

Heaped Measure abolished. — From and after the passing of this act, so much of the said acts as relates 
to heaped measure is hereby repealed, and the use or heaped measure shall be abolished, and idl bargains, 
saleSf and contracts made after the passing of this act, by heaped measure, shall be null and void ; and 
every person who shall sell any articles by heaped measure shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 40ff. 
for every such sal& — \7. 

Articles sold by Heaped Measure, how to be sold. — Whereas some articles heretofore sold by heaped 
measure are incapable of being stricken, and may not be conveniently sold by weight ; it is enacted, that 
all such articles may henceforth be sold by a bushel measure,, corresponding in shape with the bushel 
prescribed by the 5 Geo. 4. c. 74. for the sale of heaped measure, or by any multiple or aliquot part 
thereof, filled in all parts as nearly to the level of the brim as the size and shape of the articles will 
admit ; but nothing nerein shall prevent the sale by weight «f any article heretofore sold by heaped 
measure. — § 8. 

Coals to be sold by Weight. — From and after the 1st of January, 1836, all coals, slack, culm, and cannel 
of every description shall be sold by weight, and not by measure, under a penalty of 40*. for every sale. 

All Articles to be sold by Avoirdupois^ except, S[C. — From and after the passing of this act, all articles 
sold by weight shall be sold by avoirdupois weight, except gold, silver, platina, diamonds, or other pre.- 
. clous stones, which may be sold by troy weight ; aud drugs, which, when sold by retail^msij be sola by 
apothecaries's weight. — §10. 

The Stone, Hundred Weight, 8fC — From and after the passing of this ac^ the weight denominated a 
stone shall, in all cases, consist of 14 standard pounds avoirdupois, the hundred weight of 8 such stones, 
and the ton of 20 such hundred weights ; but nothing herein shall prevent any bargain, sale, or contract 
being made by anv multiple or aliquot part of the pound weight. — §11. 

Contents qf Weights and Measures to be stamped on them. — All weights made after the passing of this 
act of the weight of one pound avoirdupois, or more, shall have the number of pounds contained m them 
stamped or cast on the top or side thereof in legible figures and letters ; and all measures of capacity 
made after the passing of this act, shall have thdr contents stamped or marked on the outside thereof in 
legible figures and letters. — § 12. 

Weights of Lead or Pewter not to be stamped The stamping of weights of lead or pewter, or of any 

mixture thereof, is prohibited after the Ist of January, 1836; but nothing herein shall prevent the use of 
lead or pewter, or any mixture thereof, in the manufacture of weights wholly and substantially cased 
with brass, copper, or iron, and legibly stamped or marked ** cased,** or prevent the insertion of such a. 
plug of lead or pewter into weights as shall he bond fide necessary for adjusting them and affixing the 
stamp thereon. — ^ 13. 

Conversion of Rents, Tolls, &c — Clauses 14. and 15. regulate the proceedings that are to take place 
in England, Ireland, and Scotland, for the conversion of rents, tolls, &c. payable in weights or measures 
now abolished into Imperial standard weights and measures. 

Fiar Prices — In Scotland, from and alter the passing of this act, the fiar prices of all grain in every 
county shall be struck by the Imperial quarter, and all other returns of the prices of grain shall be set 
forth by the same, without any reference to any other measure whatsoever ; and any sheriff, clerk, clerk, 
of a market, or other person offending against this provision, shall forfeit not exceeding 5/. — % 16. 

Copies qf Standards, Inspectors, Sec. — Clauses 17, 18, 19, and 20. prescribe the mode in which copies of 
the standard weights and measures shall be provided in counties, etiies, boroughs, &c., the appointment 
of inspectors of weights and measures, &c. Clause 22. orders, that the expense of providing copies of 
standard weights, with the remuneration to inspectors, be defrayed out of the county rate. Clause 23. 

grohibits any maker or seller of weights or measures from being appointed inspector, and orders all 
ispectors to enter into a bond of 200/. for the due performance of the duties of their office, and the safe 
custody of the stamps and standard weights and measures committed to their care. Clause 24. orders 
inspectors to attend at market towns when ordered by justices. The following clauses are of general 
importance. 

Magistrates to procure Stamps for Inspectors for stamping all Weights, 8fc. — In England, the justices 

in general or quarter sessions assembled, and in Scotland the justices and magistrates at a meeting called 

by the sheriff, and in Ireland the grand juries, shall provide the inspectors with good and sufficient 

stamps for stamping or sealing weights and measures ; and all weights and measures whatsoever, except 

as herein excepted, used for buying and seUing, or for tVie coUectmg of any tolls or duties, or for the 
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fnalcfag of any charges on the conveyance of any goods or merdiandise, shall be examined and compared 
with one or more copies of the Imperial standard weights and measures provided under authority of this 
act for such inspectors, who shall stamp, so as best to prevent fraud, sucn weights and measures, if they 
lie found to correspond with the said copies ; and the fees for such examination, comparison, and 
stamping, shall be those in the schedule at the end of this act ; and every person using any weight or 
measure other than those authorised by this act, or some aliquot part thereof, or which has not been 
stamped as aforesaid, except as herein excepted, or which shall be found light or otherwise unjust, shall 
forlieit not exceeding 51. ; and any contract, bargain, or sale made by such weights or measures shall be 
wholly null and void ; and every light or ui^ust weight and measure shall, on being discovered by any 
Inspector, be seised, and, on convicnon, forfeited ; but nothing herein shall require any single weight 
adbove IMS lbs. to be inspected and stamped, nor any wooden or wicker measure used in the sale of lime, or 
other articles of the like nature, or any glass or earthenware Jug or drinkiug cup, though represented as 
containing the amount of any bnperial measure, or of any multiple thereof; but any person buying by 
any vessel represented as containing the amount of an Imperial measure, or of any multiple thereof, is 
suithorised to require the contents of such vessel to be ascertained by comparison with a stamped mea- 
soreL such measure to be provided by the person using such wooden or wicker measure, glass jug, or 
drinking cup ; and in case the person using such last mentioned measure or vessel refuse to make such 
comparison, or if, upon comparison being made, it be found to be deficient in quantity, the person using 
the same shall be subject to the forfeitures and penalties imposed on those using light or uigust weights 
<»r measures — S 21. 

WeigAt* tmd iieasuret once stamped need not be re^ttamped. — No weight or measure duly stamped 
by any inspector appointed under the 4 & 5 Will. 4. c. 49., or this act, or by any person or persons au- 
thorised to examine and stamp weights or measures, shall be liable to be re-stamped, although the same 
be used in any other place than that at which it was originally stamped, but shall be considered as a legal 
weight or measure throughout the U.K., unless found to be defective or m^ust — § 27. 

Power to JtuttceSt S^e. to enter Shops and inspect Weights and Measures. — Justices, sheriA, magis- 
trates, and inspectors are authorised to examine weights and measures, and to order such as are light or 
otherwise uixjust to be seized and forfeited ; those using such weights and measures are subjected to a 
penalty of not more than 6L ; and a like penalty is imposed on those refusing to produce such weights 
and measures, or obttmcting the magistrates. — ^ 28. 

Penalties on Inspectors counterfeiting Stamps, Sfc. — Inspectors or other persons authorised to inspect 
weights or measures, who shall stamp any weight or measure without verifying the same, or who snidl 
oUierwise misconduct themselves in their office, shall for every such oflfeuce forfeit not more than St. ; 
persons forging or counterfeiting any stamp or mark used for stamping or marking weights or measures, 
rorfelt for every oflfence not more than 501. and not less than 10/. ; and persons knowingly using weights 
or measures marked with such counterfeit stamps, forfdt for every offence not more than 10/. nor less 
than 2/. — 1 1 29, 30. 

Penaltu on Price Lists^ 8te — From and after the Ist of January, 1836, any person printing, or clerk of 
any market or other person making any return, price list, price current, or any journal or other paper 
containing price list or pric^current, in which the weights and measures quoted or referred to denote or 
imply a gr<»iter or less weight or measure than is denoted or implied b^ the same denomination of im- 
perial weights and measures under the provisions of this act, shall forfeit and pay not exceeding lOs, for 
every copy of every such return, price list, price current, journal, or other paper which they publish. 
— 4 31. 

The remaining dauses relate to the recovery of penalties ; and save the rights of the Founders* Com- 
pany, and of the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. 

Schedule of fees to be taken by all inspectors <^ wdghts and measures appointed under the authority 
ofthisact: — 

For examining, comparing, and stamping all bran weights. For examining, comparing, and stamping all wooden m«a« 

irtttifai thdr reqpectlTe Juriadictions,— cures, within their respective jiurisdicticnu,— 

«. d, «. d. 

Eadihalflmndredweigfat • - -09 Each bushel 03 

Each quarter of a hunotedwdght • -06 Each half bushel • . . • -08 

Each stone • - - - 4 Each peck, and all under • - -01 

Each weight under a stone to a pound inclusive 1 Each yard • • - • • -0 0} 
Badh weight under aponnd • - - OJ 

Eadaaetcf weights or a pound or under -OS For cacamining, comparing, and stamping all measures of 

capaci^r of liaaids, made of copper or other metal, within their 

For examining, comparing, and stamping all Iron weights, respective Jurisdictions,— 

«r weights of other dMcriptiodos not made of brass, within «■ d, 

their temective iurisdictoina,— Each five gallon - - - • -10 

t. d. Each four gallon 9 

Each half hundred weight • • -03 Each three gallon 06 

Eadi quarter of a hundred weight • .08 Each two gallon - • • • - 4 

Each stone 1 Each gallon OS 

Each weifl^t nnder a stone • • •0 0} Each half gallon • • - -01 

Eaehaetof weif^itsofapoundandundar - 8 £acb quarter and under • • • -' 0| 

WHALE FISHERY (SOUTHERN).— This consists of three distinct branches; 
viz., Ist, the catch of the spermaceti whale ; 2d, that of the common black whale of 
the southern seas ; and, 3d, that of the sea elephant, or southern walrus. 

The spermaceti whale (^Physeter macrocephalus) is found in all tropical climates, and 
on the coasts of New Zealand and Japan. The ordinary duration of the voyage of a 
ship from England, employed in this department of the fishery, is about 3 years. 

The common black whale of the southern seas (Physeter microps) is met with in 
various places, but principally on the coast of Brazil ; in tbe bays on the west coast of 
Africa ; and in some of the bays in New South Wales, Van Diemen*s Land, &c. 

Sea elephants (intermediate between the walrus of the northern seas and the seal) 
are principally met with in the seas round the Islands of Desolation, South Georgia, 
and South Shetland, the coast of California, &c. Vast numbers of these animals ar6 
annually captured ; vessels frequently load entirely with them ; and they are believed 
to furnish more oil than the common South Sea whale. The oil of the black whale and 
that of the sea elephant are both known in the market by the name of southern oil^ 
and- they are so very similar, that those most versed in the trade can with difficulty dis- 
tinguish the one from the other. Hence ships commonly engage indiiTerently in either 
fishing as opportunity offers. The usual duration of the voyage of a ship from England 
in either of the last two departments, or in the two combined, varies from 12 to 18 
months. We subjoin a 
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We are indebted ibr Ihe above laluable table, the only one of ita kind tbM bta ercr 
been published, to a gentleman connected with a house that has been largely engaged in 
the trade since its commencement. The details aaj, tberefoTCi be ufely depended upon. 

The apermaoeti and aoutliern colonial oils are principal]]' imported troin New South 
Wales and Van Diemen't Land. There used also to be a yery considerable importation 
{rom the Cape of Good Hope ; but that Is now much Allen ofi*. The imports of whale 
and seal oil from our North American possesuoos have been greatlj augmented of late 
jear^ That, however, is mostly the product of the northern sea. 

WHALE FISHERY (NORTHERN). —We regret (o have to state thmt ad- 
dilional ciperience has served to confirm the unfavourable view we took in the I>ktiomiay 
of this branch of industry. The subjoined account exhibits its condition in each year, 
from laiS to 1834, both inclusive It is seen from it that the ships and tonnage sent 
out bave (alien off about a half since 1S21 I The years 1835 and 1S36 were peculiarly 
disBstroiu: the trade has since, however, somewhat improved. But the ll^erj has, 
in &ct, been for several years past more akin to a lottery than to any thing dse; 
and, latterly, the blanks seem to have predominated very decidedly over the priiea. 
Considering the prafitleas ruiture of the buuness, and the hazards to which the 
seamen engaged In it are exposed, it would seem to be high time to put an end to 
the existing temptations to embark in it, by reducing the duties on vegetable oils. 
A reductioD of this sort would, beddes, be of mnch advantage to several of our most 
important manufactures ; and would, in no small degree, contribute to promote the 



among the first to begin, and have long outstripped every other people in the extent 
and success with which they have prosecuted the southern whale fishery. It is prin- 
cipally carried on lirom New Bedford and other ports in the state of Muaacbuaetla ; and 
from Nantucket, a small island dependent on this state, celebrated tor the bold adven- 
turoia character of its sulors. and (or being tbe earliest seat of the fishery. We borrow 
/rom a JTaoiucket Journal the following detula with respect to this fishery in 1834: — 
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AbMnct Aecoant at tta Norttinii While FUbory tor Ihi M tfn MMUac wttta I8M. 
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iFa lani' durmlon, [imbiMj euaedi 6fllB/B0 

WHalt fbiny.— AUMIed it ■ itaUmenl o( tb« whale Sibnr oT the Unllad StatH duriiu the nu 
l8Sa,tageth« with Ui«iirTlTii]t for the laUHiTea*aan. II will be uen (uwe pretUcted In Duri&te- 
. . ,. ■ii83f^owliig«dficre»»of sa.ieabrta.i towhlchmiyhBstlffliiitjd 
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Thnn ue Tuioui dnnnutaiMU that conipln to (ix tha Auericuu tdraniuM br Iha proMCntioii of 
the loutheni whale aihcrf that are not Kojojni b) any Banq«ii aaUoiL It It dIfflcoU, howerer, to la* 
whr it ihoDld not be proiacuted with Mill gteatar idvanlagB ticm the porti of Miw Sooth Walai. Van 
Siemen'a Lanil, ftc. 11 ii luppHsd biinulF that Rio da Jahtira would be a good UaUon Bn'tbeUilnt. 

We baUeie, huwever, that the loathem. u well u the aDtttaem. whala fliherj hupaiied lu iniltb.idd 
bnmtheaamecauH — the decreuliiK supply of Btb. The whain are gradually becoming HarMr and 
mora difficult lo catch. They hare been entirely, or almoat entirely, driven Ihnn loriie of Uwlr old 
baunt* ; and the fliharjr la now very ftequently proaocuted in vary high latitude!. 

WINE.— The Oporto Wine Compuiy, deactibed in the Diet ut Wm^ p. 1247., 
■boliabed hy a decrw, dhted Lisbon, 30th of May, 1834, baa been te-e«tid>Uahed b; tba 
fblloiriiig decree, dat^ April ^, 1 83S : — 
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JPfti*, Stwisy ij^Penw!*, 4r. — The i ind 6 Will. 4. c. 39. eimipU the dealen In and rettllert of wloe, 
not iHlng dealen la gr tetaUen of spirit*, from the ohliguion io»llow their preinl>es tn 1» entered, and 
Ibeir ttociu and prflDolH to be lurveyed t^ the oSc«TL Tt bIid pnActi thu a permit ihailno longer be 
Tie«fHF7 fbr the noioTil of wine. Licences ma^ be granted by tite conunlulonerj of esdH to lell irln« 

WOOLLEN MANUFACTURE. 

Lccoimt of the QusnUtr ind real Value of Briliili Woollen Huiuf 
eipintedtoeub'. — (FbtLFiiw, No. 340. Seti.Issa.} 
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Tbe eiemptioD from the export duty of \OL per cent, enjoyed by voollen ^oodB or 
goods of wool and cotton or wool and linen, eipoited to places vitbin tbe linuti of the 
East Iiidut Company's chatter, has been r^ealed bj the 4 & 5 Will. 4. c 89. S 18. 
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the Altai eonsequences which, it was affirmed, a continuance of the high prices would 
have on our manufiu^tures and commerce. This determined opposition, coupled with 
the indecision of ministers, and perhaps, too, with an expectation on the part of some of 
the landholders that prices would rise without any legislative interference, caused the 
miscarriage of this bill. The other bill, repealing die bounty, and allowing an unlimited 
freedom of exportation, was passed into a law. 

Committees had beea appointed in 1814, by both Houses of Parliament, to examine 
evidence and report on the state of the com trade ; and, in consequence, a number of 
the most eminent agriculturists were examined. The witnesses were unanimous in this 
only, — that the protecting prices in the act of 1 804 were insufficioit to enable the fiurmers 
to make good the engagements into which they had subsequently entered, and to continue 
the cultivation of tl^ inferior lands lately brought under tillage. Some of them thought 
that 1 208. ought to be fixed as the lowest limit at which the importation of wheat firee of 
duty should be allowed : others varied from 90s. to 100«. — from 80«. to 90s. — and a 
few from 70«. to 80v. The general opinion, however, seemed to be that 80«. would 
suffice ; and as prices continued to decline, a set of resolutions founded on this assump- 
tion were submitted to the House of Commons by Mr. Robinson, of the Board of 
Trade (now Lord Ripon) ; and having been agreed to, a bill founded on them was, 
after a very violent opposition, carried in both Houses by immense migorities, and finally 
passed into a law {55 Geo. S. c. 26. ). According to this act, all sorts of foreign com, 
meal, or flour, might be imported at all times free of duty into any port of the United 
Kingdom, in order to be warehoused ; but foreign com was not permitted to be imported 
for home consumption, except when the average prices of the several sorts of British 
com were as fellows : viz. wheat, 80s. per quarter ; rye, peas, and beans, 5Ss. ; barley, 
bear, or big^, 40s. ; and oats, d6«. : and all importation of com firom any of the Briti^ 
plantations in North America was forbidden, except when the average home prices were . 
at or under wheat, 67«. per quarter ; rye, peas, and beans, 44«. ; barley, bear, or bigg, 
33s. ; and oats, 22s. 

The agriculturists confidently expected that this act would immediately effect a rise of 
prices, and render them steady at about 80s. But for reasons which will be afterwards 
stated, these expectations were entirely disappointed ; and a more ruinous fluctuation 
of prices took place during the period while it was in existence, than in any previous 
period of our recent history. In 1821, when prices had sunk very low, a committee of 
the House of Commons was appointed to inquire into the causes of the depressed state 
Off agriculture, and to report their observations thereon. This committee, after ex. 
amining a number of witnesses, drew up a report, which, though not free from error, is 
a valuable document. It contains a forcible exposition of the pernicious effects arising 
from the law of 1815, of which it suggested several important modifications. These, 
however, were not adopted ; and as the low prices, and consequent distress of the 
agriculturists, continued, the subject was brought under the consideration of parliament 
ui the following year. After a good deal of discussion a new act was then passed 
(3 Geo. 4. c. 60.), which enacted, that after prices had risen to the limit of free im> 
portation fixed by the act of 1815, that act was to cease and the new statute to come 
into operation. This statute lowered the prices fixed by the act of 1815, at which im- 
portation could take place for home consumption, to the following sums, viz. — 



Wheat 

Rye, peas, and beans 

Barley, bear, or bigg 

Oats 



For Com not oF the British 
Po Mewio M in North America. 

- 70s. per quarter. 

- 46*. — 

- 35». — 

- 25s. — 



For Com of the British 
PcwBewloni in North Amarica. 



59». per quarter. 
39«. — 

20«. — 



But, in order to prevent any violent oscillation of prices from a large supply of grain 
being suddenly thrown into the market, it was enacted, that a duty of 17s. a quarter 
should be laid on all wheat imported from foreign countries, during the first 3 months 
after the opening of the ports, if the price was between 70s. and 80s. a quarter, and of 
12s. afterwards; that if the price was between 80s. and 85s., the duty should be 10s. 
for the first 3 months, and 5s. afterwards; and that if the price should exceed 85s., the 
duty should be constant at Is.; and proportionally for other sorts of grain. 

This act, by preventing importation until the home price rose to 70s., and then loading 
the quantities imported between that limit and the limit of 85s. with heavy duties, was 
certainly more favourable to the views of the agriculturists than the act of 1815. But, 
unluckily for them, the prices of no species of corn, except barley, were suflSciently high, 
while this act existed, to bring it into operation. 

In 1825, the first approach was made to a better system, by permitting the import- 
ation of wheat from British North America, without reference to the price at home, on 
payment of a duty of 5s. a quarter. But this act was passed with difficulty, and was 
limited to one year's duration. 

•2 D 4 
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' Owing to the drought that prevailed during the summer of 1826, there was erery 
prospect that there would be a great deficiency in the crops of that year ; and, in order 
to prevent the disastrous consequences that might have taken place, had importation been 
prevented until the season was too far advanced for bringing supplies from the great 
corn markets in the north of Europe, hb m^esty was authorised to admit 500,000 
quarters of foreign wheat, on payment of such duties as the order in council for its 
importation should declare. And when it was ascertained that the crops of oats, peas, 
&c. were greatly below an average, ministers issued an order in council, on their own 
responsibility, on the 1st of September, authorising the immediate importadon of oats 
on payment of a duty of 2«. 2d. a boll ; and of rye, peas, and beans, on payment of a 
duty oi 3«. 6d. a quarter. A considerable quantity of oats was imported under this 
CHrder, the timely appearance of which bad undoubtedly a very considerable effect in 
mitigating the pernicious consequences arising from the deficiency of that species of 
grain. Ministers obtained an indemnity for this order on the subsequent meeting of 
parliament. 

Nothing could more strikingly evince the impolicy of the acts of 1815 and 1822, 
than the necessity, under which the legislature and government had been placed, of 
passing the temporary acts and issuing the orders alluded to. The more intelligent 
portion of the agriculturists began, at length, to perceive that the com laws were not 
really calculated to produce the advantages that they had anticipated ; and a conviction 
that increased fecilities should be given to importation became general throughout the 
country. The same conviction made considerable progress in the House of Commons ; 
so much so, that several members who supported the measures adopted in 1815 and 1822, 
expressed themselves satisfied that the principle of exclusion had been carried too far, 
and that a more liberal system should be adopted. M^iisters having participated in 
these sentiments, Mr. Canning moved a series of resolutions, as the foundation of a 
new com law, on the 1st of March, 1827. These resolutions were to the effect that 
foreign corn might always be imported, free of duty, in order to be warehoused ; and 
that it should always be admissible for home consumption on payment of certain duties. 
Thus, in the instance of wheat, it was resolved that, when the home price was at or 
above 70«. a quarter, the duty should be a fixed one of Is. ; and that for every shilling 
that the price fell below JOs. a duty of 2«. should be imposed ; so that when the price 
was at 698, the duty on importation was to be 2«., when at 68s. the duty was to be 4«., 
and so on. The limit at which the constant duty of 1«. a quarter was to take place in 
the case of barley, was originally fixed at 37«., but it was subsequently raised to 40«. ; 
the duty increasing by 1«. 6d. for every Is. when the price fell below that limit. The 
limit at which the constant duty of Is. a quarter was to take place in the case of oats 
was originally fixed at 28«. ; but it was subsequently raised to 33«., the duty increasing 
at the rate of 1«. a quarter for every shilling that the price fell below that limit. The 
duty on colonial wheat was fixed at 6d. the quarter when the home price was above 
65s. ; and when the price was under that sum, the duty was constant at 3s. ; the duties 
on other descriptions of colonial grain were similar. These resolutions were agreed to 
by a large minority ; and a bill founded on them was subsequently carried through the 
House of Commons. Owing, however, to the change of ministers, which took place 
in the interim, several peers, originally fiivourable to the bill, and some, even, who 
assisted in its preparatiMi, saw reason to become amongst its most violent opponents; 
and a clause moved by the Duke of Wellington, interdicting all importation of foreign 
corn until the home price exceeded 66s, having been carried in the Lords, ministers 
gave up the bill, justly considering that such a clause was entirely subversive of its 
principle. 

A new set of resolutions with respect to the com trade were brought forward in 1828 
by Mr. Charles Grant (now Lord Glenelg). They were founded on the same principles 
as those which had been rejected during the previous session. But the duty was not 
made to vai^ equally, as in Mr. Canning's resolutions, with every equal variation of 
price ; it being 23a. Sd, when the home price was 64a. the Imperial quarter ; I6s. 8d, 
when it was 69s. ; and la. only when it was at or above 73a. After a good deal of de- 
bate, Mr. Grant's resolutions were carried ; and the act embodying them (9 Geo, 4. c. 60.) 
was that by which the corn trade was regulated, till the passing of the act of 1842, S Vic- 
toria, 2 sess. cap. 14., an abstract of which will be found in a sul^e^uent part of this article. 

II. Principles of the Cork Laws. 

I . Internal Com Trade, — It is needless to teke up the reader's time by endeavour- 
ing to prove by argument the advantage of allowing the free conveyance of com from 
one province to another. Every one sees that this is indispensable, not only to the equal 
distribution of the supplies of food over the country, but to enable the inhabitants of 
those districts that are best fitted for the raising and fattening of cattle, sheep, &e. to 
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addict thenmelves to these or other neoesaaiy occupations not directly connected with 
the prodvctioa of com. We shall, therefore, confine the few remarks we have to make 
on this subject, to the consideration of the influence oi the speculations of the com mer- 
chants in buying up com in anticipation c^an advance. Their proceedings in this respect, 
though of the greatest public utility, have been the principal cause of that odium to 
which they have been so loqg exposed. 

Were Ae harvests always equally productive, nothing would be gained by storing up 
supplies of corn ; and all that would be necessary would be to distribute the crop equally 
throughout the country, and throughout the year. But such is not the order dT nature. 
The variations in the aggregate produce of a country in different seasons, though not 
perhaps so great as are commonly supposed, are still very considerable ; and experience 
has shown that two or three unusually luxuriant harvests seldom take place in succession ; 
or that when they do, they are invariably followed by those that are deficient The 
speculators in com anticipate this result. Whenever prices b^in to give way in con- 
sequence of an unusually luxuriant harvest, speculation is at work. The more opul^it 
fiHiners withhold either the whole or a part of their produce from market ; and the moi« 
opulent dealers purchase largely of the com brought to market, and store it up in 
expectation of a fiiture advance. And thus, without intending to promote any one*s inter- 
est but thdr own^ speculators in corn become the benefactors of the public. They 
provide a reserve stock against those years of scarcity which are sure at no distant period 
to recur ; while, by withdrawing a portion of the redundant supply firom immediate 
consumption, prices are prevented firom fidling so low as to be injurious to the fermeis, 
or at least are maintained at a higher level than they would otherwise have reached; 
provident habits are maintained amongst the people ; and that waste and extravagance 
are checked, which always take place in plentiful years, but which would be carried to 
a much greater extent if the whole produce of an abundant crop were to be consumed 
within the season. 

It is, however, in scarce years that the speculations of the corn merchants are prin- 
cipally advantageous. Even in the richest countries, a very large proportion of the 
individuals engaged in the business of agriculture are comparatively poor, and are totally 
without the means of withholding their produce from market, in order to speculate upon 
any future advance. In consequence the markets are always most abundantly supplied 
with produce immediately after harvest ; and in countries where the merchants engaged 
in the com trade are not possessed of large capitals, or where their proceedings are 
fSrttered and restricted, there is then, almost invariably, a heavy &11 of prices. But as 
the vast migority of the people buy their food in small quantities, or from day to day as 
they vrant it, their ccmsumption is necessarily extended or contracted according to its 
price at the time. Their views do not extend to the future ; they have no means of 
judging whether the crop is or is not deficient. They live, as the phrase is, firom hand to 
mouth ; and are satisfied if, in the mean time, they dbtain abundant supplies at a cheap 
rate. But it is obvious, that were there nothing to control or counteract this improvidence, 
the consequence would very often be fatal in the extreme. The crop of one harvest must 
support the population till the crop of the other harvest has been gathered in ; and if that 
crop should be deficient— if, for instance, it should only be adequate to afibrd, at the 
usual rate of consumption, a supply of 9 or 10 months* provisions instead of 12— 
it is plain that, unless the price were so raised immediately after harvest, as to enforce 
economy, and put, as it were, the whole nation on short allowance, the most dreadful 
fiimine would be experienced previously to the ensuing harvest. Those who examine 
the accounts of the prices of wheat and other grain in England, collected by Bishop 
Fleetwood and Sir F. M. Eden, will meet with abundant proofs of the accuracy oi 
what has now been stated. In those remote periods when the fiurmers were generally 
without the means of withholding their crops firom market, and when the trade of a corn 
dealer was proscribed, the utmost improvidence was exhibited in the consumption of 
grain. There were then, indeed, very fisw years in which a considerable scarcity was not 
experienced inunediately before harvest, and many in which there was an idisolute famine. 
The fluctuations of price exceeded every thing of which we can now ^orm an idea ; the 
price of wheat and other grain b^ng 4 or 5 times as high in June and July as in Sep- 
tember and October. Thanks, however, to the increase of capital* in the hands of the 
large farmers and dealers, and to the freedom given to the operations of the com mer- 
chants, we are no longer exposed to such ruinous vicissitudes. Whenever the dealers, 
who, in consequence of their superior means of information, are better acquainted with 
the real state of the crops than any other class of persons, find the harvest likely to be 
deficient, they raise the price of the corn they have warehoused, and bid against each 
other fbr the com which the fieurmcrs are bringing to market. In consequence of this 
rise of prices, all ranks and orders, but especially the lower, who are the great consumers 
of com, find it indispensable to use greater economy, and to check all improvident and 
wasteful consumption. Every class being thus immediately put upon short allowance^ 
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tlie pressure of the scarcity is distributed equally throughout the year ; and instead of 
indulging, as was formerly the case, in the same scale of consumption as in seasons of 
plenty, until the supply became altogether deficient, and then being exposed without 
resource to the attacks of famine and pestilence, the speculations of the corn merchants 
warn us of our danger, and compel us to provide against it. 

It is not easy to suppose that these proceedings of the corn merchants should ever be 
ii\}urious to the public. It has been said that in scarce years they are not disposed to 
bring the corn they have purchased to market until it has obtained an exorbitant price, 
and that the pressure of the scarcity is thus often very much aggravated ; but there is no 
real ground for any such statement. The immense amount o£ capital required to store 
up any considerable quantity of com, and the waste to which it is liable, render most 
holders disposed to sell as soon as they can realise a fair profit. In every extensive 
country in which the corn trade Is free, there are infinitely too many persons engaged in 
it to enable any sort of combination or concert to be formed amongst them ; and though 
it were formed, it could not be maintained for an instant. A large proportion of the 
farmers and other small holders of corn are always in straitened circumstances, more 
particularly if a scarce year has not occurred so soon as they expected ; and they are con- 
sequently anxious to relieve themselves, as soon as prices rise, of a portion of the stock 
on their hands. Occasionally, indeed, individuals are found, who retain their stocks for 
too long a period, or until a reaction takes place, and prices begin to decline. But 
instead of joining in the popular cry against such persons, every one who takes a dis- 
passionate view of the matter will perceive that, inasmuch as their miscalculation must, 
under the circumstances supposed, be exceedingly injurious to themselves, we have the 
best security against its being carried to such an extent as to be productive of any 
material injury or even inconvenience to the public. It should also be borne in mind, 
that it is rarely, if ever, possible to determine beforehand, when a scarcity is to abate in 
consequence of new supplies being brought to market ; and had it continued a little 
longer, there would have been no miscalculation on the part of the holders. At all 
events, it is plain that, by declining to bring their corn to market, they preserved a 
resoiurce on which, in the event of the harvest being longer delayed than usual, or of any 
un&vourable contingency taking place, the public could have fallen back; so that, instead 
of deserving abuse, these peculators are most justly entitled to every fair encouragement 
and protection. A country in which there is no considerable stock of grain in the barn- 
yards of the farmers, or in the warehouses of the merchants, is in the most perilous 
situation that can easily be imagined, and may be exposed to the severest jM-ivations, or 
even famine. But so long as the sagacity, the miscalculation, or the avarice of mer- 
chants and dealers retain a stock of grain in the warehouses, this last extremity cannot 
take place. By refusing to sell it till it has reached a very high price, they put an 
effectual stop to all sorts of waste, and husband for the public those supplies which they 
could not have so frugally husbanded for themselves. 

We have already remarked that the last remnant of the shackles imposed by statute 
on the freedom c^ the internal com dealer was abolished in 1773. It is true that 
engrossing, forestalling, and regrating -r~ (see Engrossing, &c.) — are still held to be 
offences at common law; but there is very little probability of any one being in future 
made to answer for such ideal offences. 

2. Exportation to Foreign Countries, — The fallacy of the notion so long entertained, 
that the prevention of exportation was the surest method of increasing plenty at home, 
is obvious to every one who has reflected upon such subjects. The markets of no 
country can ever be steadily and plentifully supplied with com, unless her merchants 
have power to export the surplus supplies with which they may be occasionally furnished. 
When a country without the means of exporting grows nearly her own average sup- 
plies of com, an abundant crop, by causing a great overloading of the market, and a 
heavy fall of price, is as ii^jurious to the farmer as a scarcity. It may be thought, 
perhaps, that the greater quantity of produce in abundant seasons will compensate for 
its lower price ; but this is not the case. It is uniformly found that variations in the 
quantity of corn exert a much greater influence over prices, than equal variations in the 
quantity o( almost any thing else offered for sale. Being the principal necessary of 
life, when the supply of corn happens to be less than ordinary, the mass of the people 
make very great, though unavailing, exertions, by diminishing their consumption of other 
and less indispensable articles, to obtain their accustomed supplies of this prime neces- 
sary ; so that its price rises much more than in proportion to the deficiency. On the other 
hand, when the supply is unusually large, the consumption is not proportionally extended. 
In ordinary years, the bulk of the population is about adequately fed ; and though the 
consumption of all classes be somewhat greater in unusually plentiful years, the extension 
is considerable only among the lowest classes, and in the feeding of horses. Hoice it is 
that the increased supply at market, in such years, goes principally to cause a glut, and 
consequently a ruinous decline of prices. These statements are corroborated by the 



CORN LAWS AND CORN TRADE. 411 

^dest experience. Whenever there is an inability to export, from whatever cause it 
may arise, an unusually luxuriant crop is uniformly accompanied by a very heavy fall of 
price, and severe agricultural distress ; and when two or three such crops happen to 
follow in succession, the ruin of a large proportion of the farmers b completed. 

If the mischief resulting from the want of power to export stopped here, they might, 
though very great, be borne ; but they do not stop here. It is idle to suppose that a 
system ruinous to the producers can be otherwise to the consimiers. A glut of the 
market, occasioned by luxuriant harvests, and the want of power to export, cannot be of 
long continuance : for, while it continues, it can hardly fail, by distressing all classes of 
fimners, and causing the ruin of many, to give a check to every species of agricultural 
improvement, and to lessen the extent of land in tillage. When, theref( re, an un- 
favourable season recurs, the reaction is, for the most part, appalling. The supply, 
being lessened not only by the badness of the season, but also by a diminution of the 
quantity of land in crop, fadls very far below an average ; and a severe scarcity, if not an 
absolute fionine, is most commonly experienced. It is, therefore, clear, that if a country 
would render herself secure against famine, and injurious fluctuations of price, she must 
give every possible facility to exportation in years of unusual plenty. If she act upon a 
different system, — if her policy make exportation in such years impracticable, or very 
diflScult, — she will infallibly render the bounty of Providence an injury to her agricul- 
turists ; and two or three abundant harvests in succession will be the forerunners of 
scarcity and famine. 

3. Bounty on the Exportation of Com. — In Great Britain, as already observed, we 
have not only been allowed to export for a long series of years, but from the Revolution 
down to 1815 a bounty was given on exportation, whenever the home prices were 
depressed below certain limits. Tliis policy, however, erred as much on the one hand as 
a restriction on exportation errs on the other. It causes, it is true, an extension of the 
demand for corn : but this greater demand is not caused by natural, but by artificial 
means; it is not a consequence of any really increased demand on the part of the 
foreigner, but of our furnishing the exporters of com with a bonus, in order that they 
may sell it abroad below its natural price ! To suppose that a proceeding of this sort 
can be a public advantage, is equivalent to supposing that a shopkeeper may get rich by 
selling his goods below what they cost. — (See Bounty.) 

4. Importation from Foreign Countries, — If a country were, like Poland or Russia, 
uniformly in the habit of exporting com to other countries, a restriction on importation 
would be of no material consequence ; because, though such restriction did not exist, 
no foreign com would be imported, unless its ports were so situated as to serve for an 
entrep6t, A restriction on importation is sensibly felt only when it is enforced in a 
country which, owing to the greater density of its population, the limited extent of its 
fertile land, or any other cause, would, either occasionally or uniformly, import. It is 
fioniliar to the observation of every one, that a total failure of the crops is a calamity 
that but rarely occurs in an extensive kingdom ; that the weather which is unfavourable 
to one description of soil, is generally fovourable to some other description ; and that, 
except in anomalous cases, the total produce is not very different. But what is thus 
generally true of single countries, is always true of the world at large. History furnishes 
no single instance of a universal scarcity ; but it is uniformly found, that when the crops 
in a particular country are unusually deficient, they are proportionally abundant in some 
other quarter. It is clear, however, that a restriction on importation excludes the 
country which enacts it from profiting by this beneficent arrangement. She is thrown 
entirely on her own resources. Under the circumstances supposed, she has nothing to 
trust to for relief but the reserves in her warehouses ; and should these be inadequate to 
meet the exigency of the crisis, there are apparently no means by which she can escape 
experiencing all the evils of scarcity, or, it may be, of famine. A country deprived of 
the power to import is unable to supply the deficiencies of her harvests by the surplus 
produce of other countries ; so that her inhabitants may starve amidst surrounding 
plenty, and suffer the extreme of scarcity, when, but for the restrictions on importation, 
they might enjoy the greatest abundance. If the restriction be not absolute, but con- 
ditional ; if, instead of absolutely excluding foreign com from the home markets, it 
merely loads it with a duty, the degree in which it will operate to increase the scarcity 
and dearth will depend on the magnitude of that duty. If the duty be constant and 
moderate, it may not have any very considerable effect in discouraging importation ; but 
if it be fluctuating and heavy, it will, by ^sifying the speculations of the merchants, 
and making a corresponding addition to the price of the com imported, be proportionally 
injurious. In whatever degree foreign com may be excluded in years of deficient crops, 
to the same extent must prices be artificially rused, and the pressure of the scarcity 
rendered so much the more severe. 

Such would be the disastrous influence of a restriction on importation in a country 
which, were there no such obstruction in the way, would sometimes import and some* 
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times export. But its operation would be infinitely more injurious in a country which^ 
nnder a free system, would uniformly import a portion of her supplies. The restriction, 
in this case, has a twofold operation. By preventing importation from abroad, and 
forcing the population to depend for subsistence on com raised at home, it compels 
recourse to be had to comparatively inferior soils ; and thus, by increasing the cost of 
producing com above its cost in other countries, adds proportionally to its average 
price. The causes of fluctuation are, in this way, increased in a geometrical proportion; 
for, while the prevention of importation exposes the population to the pressure of want 
whenever the harvest happens to be less productive than usual, it is sure, at the same 
time, by raising afverage prices, to hinder exportation in a year of unusual plenty, until 
the home prices fall ruinously low. It is obvious, therefore, that a restriction of this 
sort must be alternately destructive of the interests of the consumers and producers. 
It injures the former by making them pay, at an average, an artificially increased price 
for their food, and by exposing them to scarcity and fiunine whatever the home crop 
proves deficient ; and it injures the latter, by depriving them of the power to export in 
years of imusual plenty, and by overloading the market with produce, which, under a 
free system, would have met witli an advantageous sale abroad. 

The principle thus briefly explained, shows the impossibility of permanently keeping 
up the home prices by means of restrictions on importation, at the same time that it 
affords a clue by which we may trace the causes of most of that agricultural distress 
which has been experienced in this country since the peace. The real object of the 
Com Law of 1815 was to keep up the price dfcorn to 80s, a quarter; but to succeed 
in this, it was indispensable not only that foreign com should be excluded when prices 
were under this limit, but that the markets should never be overloaded with com pro- 
duced at home : for it is clear, according to the principle already expliuned, that if the 
supply should in ordinary years be sufficient to feed the population, it must, in an 
unusually abundant y&ur, be more than sufficient tor that purpose ; and when, in such a 
case, the surplus is thrown upon the market, it cannot fail, in the event of our average 
prices being considerably above the level of those of the surrounding countries, to cause 
a ruinous depression. Now, this was the precise situation of this country at the end of 
the war. Owing partly to the act of 1804, but far more to the difficulties in the way of 
importation, and the depreciation of the cm'rency, prices attained to an extraordinary 
elevation from 1809 to 1814, and gave such a stimulus to agriculture, that we grew, in 
1812 and 1 8 IS, sufficient com for our own supply. And, such being the case, it is 
dear, thotxgh cnir ports had been hermetically sealed against uooportation from abroad, 
that the first luxuriant crop must have occasioned a ruinous decline of prices. It is the 
exclusion, not the introduction, of foreign com that has caused the distress of the agri- 
culturists ; for it is this exclusion that has forced up the price o£ com in this country, 
in scarce and average years, to an unnatural level, and that, consequently, renders 
exportation in favourable seasons impossible, without such a fidl of prices as is most 
disastrous to the farmer. It may be mentioned in proof of what is now stated, that the 
average price of wheat in England and Wales in 1814 was 748. 4d. a quarter, and in 1815 
it had Mien to 658. Id. But as these prices would not indemnify the occupiers of the poor- 
est lands brought under tillage during the previous high prices, they were gradually 
relinquishing their cultivation. A considerable portion of them had been converted into 
pasture ; rents bad been generally reduced ; and wages had b^un to decline ; but the 
legislature having prohibited the importation of foreign com, the operation of this natural 
principle of adjustment was unfortunately counteracted, and the price df 1816 rose to 
78«. 6d, This rise was, however, insufficient to occasion any new improvement ; and as 
foreign com was now excluded, and large tracts of bad land had been thrown out of cul- 
tivation, the supply was so much diminished, that, notwithstanding the increase in the 
value of money, prices rose in 1817, partly, no doubt, in consequence of the bad harvest 
of the previous year, to 96«. 1 Idl ; and in 1818 to 86«. SdU These high prices had thdr 
natural effect. They revived the drooping spirits of the farmers, who imagined that the 
corn law was, at length, beginning to pr^uce the effects anticipated from it, and that 
the golden days of 1812, when wheat sold fbr I26«. 6<f. a quarter, were about to return! 
But this prosperity carried in its bosom the seeds of future mischief The increased 
prices necessarily occasioned a fresh extension of tillage ; capital was again applied to the 
improvement of the soil ; and this increase of tillage, conspiring with &vourable seasons, 
and the impossibility of exportation, simk prices to such a degree, that they fell, in 
October, 1822, so low as 38«. ld,y the average price of that year being only 44«. 7d 

It is thus demonstrably certun, that the recurrence of periods of distress, similar to 
those that have been experienced by the agriculturists of this country since the peace, 
•annot be warded off by restricting or prohibiting importation. A free com trade is the 
only system that can give them that security against fluctuations that is so indispensable: 
The increased impodrtation that would take place, were the ports always open, as soon 
as any considerable deficiency in the crops was apprehended, would prevent prices from 
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Ttsing to aa oppressive height ; while, on the other hand, when the crops were unusually 
luxuriant, a ready ouUeC would be found for the surplus in foreign countries, without 
its occasioning any very heavy falL To expect to combine steadiness of prices with 
restrictions Ou importation, b to expect to reconcile what is contradictory and absurd. 
The higher the limit at which the importation of foreign com into a country like 
England is fixed, the greater will be the oscillation of prices. If we would secure for 
ourselves abundance, and avoid fluctuation, we must renounce all attempts at exclusion, 
and be ready to deal in com, as we ought to be in every thing else, on fiiir and liberal 
principles. 

That the restrictions imposed on the foreign com trade during the last 12 years 
^oaM not have been productive of more disastrous consequences than those that have 
actually resulted from them, b partly and principally to be ascribed to the unparalleled 
knprovement of tillage in Great Britain during the last 20 years, and partly, also, 
to the great increase that has taken place in the imports from Ireland. Previously to 
1806, when a perfectly free com trade between Great Britain and Ireland was for the 
first time established, the yearly imports did not amount to 400,000 quarters, whereas 
they now nearly amount to 3,000,000 ; and any one who has ever been in Ireland, or 
is aware of the wretched state of agriculture in it, and of the amazing fertility of the 
-soil, must be satbfied that a very slight improvement would occasion an ex^aordinary 
increase in the imports from that country ; and it b bdieved by those best qualified to 
form an opinion on such a subject, that the check that has latterly been given to the 
pernicious practice of srplitting farms, and the increase of population, has, in thb respect, 
already had great infiucnce, and that it will eventually lead to the most matcrbl im- 
provements. Hence it b by no means improbable, that the rapid spread of improve- 
ment at home, and the growing imports from Ireland, may, at no dbtant period, reduce 
our prices to the level of those of the Continent, and even render us an occasionally 
exporting country. These, however, are contingent and uncertain results ; and sup- 
posing them to be ultimately realised, the com laws must in the meantime be pro- 
ductive of great inconvenience, and must, in all time to come, materially aggravate the 
misery inseparable from bad harvests. 

Nothing but the great importance of the subject could excuse us for dwelling «o long 
on what b so very [dain. To facilitate production, and to make commodities cheaper 
and more easily obtained, are the grand motives which stimulate the inventive powers, 
and which lead to tiie discovery and improvement of machines and processes for saving 
labour and diminbhing cost ; and it b plain that no system of commercial legislation 
deserves to be supported, which does not conspire to promote the same objects : but a 
restriction on the importation of com into a country like England, which has made a 
great comparative advance in population and manu&cturing industry, is diametrically 
opposed to these principles. The density of our population is such, that any exclusion 
of foreign com forces us to resort to soib of less fertility than those that are under cul- 
tivation in the surrounding countries; and, in consequence, our average prices are 
eomparatively high. We have resolved that our people should not confine their at- 
tention to the culture of the better class of soils, and to those branches of manufacturing 
and commercial industry in which they have a decided advantage over every other 
country ; but that they should, also, be made to force comparatively barren soils that 
yield but a scanty return for their outlay. If we could, by laying out lOOOC on the 
manufiicture of cottons or hardware, produce a quantity of these articles that would 
exchange for 500 quarters of American or Polish wheat ; and if the same sum, were it 
expended in cultivation in thb country, would not produce more than 400 quarters ; the 
prevention of importation occasions an obvious sacrifice of 100 out of every 500 quarters 
consumed in the empire ; or, which is the same thing, it occasions an artificial advance of 
20 per cent, in the price of com. We do not mean to say that thb statement exactly 
represents the amount of injury inflicted by the com laws ; but, at all events, it clearly 
illustrates the principle which tiiey embody. In a public point of view, the impolicy of 
such a system b obvious ; but it seems, at first sight, as if it were advantageous to the* 
landlords. The advantage is, however, merely apparent : at bottcnn there b no real dif- 
ference between the interests of the landords and those of the rest of the community. 
It would be ridiculous, indeed, to imagine for a moment that the landlords can be 
benefited by a system in which those fluctuations of prices, so subversive of all agricul- 
tural prosperity, are inherent ; but though these could be got rid o^ the result would be 
the same. The prosperity of agriculture must always depend upon, and be determined 
by, the prosperity of other branches of industry ; and.any system which, like the corn 
laws, is injurious to the latter, cannot but be injurious to the former. Instead of being 
publicly sulvantageous, high prices are in etfery case dbtinctly and completely the re- 
verse. The smaller the sacrifice for which any commodity can lie obtained, so jhuch 
the better. When the labour required to produce, or the money required to purchase, 
a sufficient supply of corn is diminished, it b as clear as the sun at noon-day that more 
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labour or money must remain to produce or purchase the other necessaries, conveniencei?, 
and amusements of human life, and that the sum of national wealth and comforts must 
be proportionally augmented. Those who suppose that a rise of prices can ever be a 
means of improving the condition of a country might, with equid reason, suppose that it 
would be improved by throwing its best soils out of cultivation, and destroying its most 
powerful machines. The opinions of such persons are not only opposed to the plainest 
and most obvious scientific principles, but they are opposed to the obvious conclusions 
of common sense, and the universal experience of mankind. 

Experience of the injurious effects resulting from the com laws has induced many 
that were formerly their zealous advocates to come round to a more liberal way of 
thinking. It would, however, be unjust not to mention that there has always been a 
large and respectable party amongst the landlords, opposed to all restrictions on the 
trade in com and who have uniformly thought that their interests, being identified 
with those of the public, would be best promoted by the abolition of restrictions on im- 
portation. A protest expressive of this opinion, subscribed by 10 peers, was Altered on 
the Journals of the House of Lords, against the corn law of 1815. This document is 
said to have been drawn up by the late Lord Grenville, distinguished as an enlightened 
advocate of sound commercial principles. Its reasoning is so clear and satisfactory, that 
we are sure we shall gratify our readers, as well as strengthen the statements previously 
made, by laying it before them. 

*' Diuentient. — I. Because we are adverse in principle to all new restraints on commerce. We think 
it certain that public prosperity is best promoted by leaving uncontrolled the free current of national hi- 
dustry ; and we wish rather, by well considered steps, to bring back our commercial legislation to the 
stridgbt and simple line of wisdom, than to increase the deviation by subjecting additional and extensive 
branches of the public interest to fresh systems of artificial and ii^urious restrictions. 

"II. Because we think that the great practical rule, of leaving all commerce unfettered, applies more 
peculiarly y and on still stronger grounds of Justice as well as poucy, to the corn trade than to any other. 
Irresistible, indeed, must be that necessity which could, in our judgment, authorise the legislature to 
tamper with the sustenance of the people, and to impede the free purchase of that article on which de- 
pends the existence of so large a portion of the community. 

*' III. Because we think that the expectations of ultimate benefit from this measure are founded on a 
delusive theory. We cannot persuade ourselves that this law will ever contribute to produce plenty, 
cheapness, or steadiness of price. So long as it operates at all, its effects must be the opposite of these. 
Mimopoty it the parent qf scarcity^ qfdeamesst and qf uncertainly. To cut off any of the sources of sup- 
ply, can only tend to lessen its. abundance ; to close against ourselves the cheapest market for any 
commodity, must enhance the price at which we purchase it ; and to confine the consumer of com to iw& 

E reduce of his own country, is to refuse to ourselves the benefit of that provision which Providence itself 
as made for equalising to man the variations of climate and of seasons. 

" IV. But whatever may be the future consequences of this law at some distant and uncertain period, 
we see with pain that these hopes must be purchased at the expense of a great and present evu. To 
compel the consumer to purchase corn dearer at home than it might be imported from abroad. Is the 
immediate practical effect of this law. In this way alone can it operate. Its present protection, its pro- 
mised extension of agriculture, must result (if at all) from the profits which it creates by keeping up the 
Srice of com to an artificial level. These future benefits are the consequences expected, but, as we con- 
dently believe, erroneously expected, from giving a bounty to the grower of com, by a tax levied on 
its consumer. 

" y . Because we think the adoption of any permanent law for such a purpose, required the fUllest and 
most laborious investigation. Nor would it have been sufficient for our satis&ction, could we have been 
convinced of the general policy of a hazardous experiment. A still further inquiry would have been 
necessarv to pwsuade us that the present moment is fit for its adoption. In such an inquiry, we must 
have had the means of satisfying ourselves what its immediate operation will be, as connected with the 
various and pressing circumstances of public difficulty and distress with which the country is surrounded : 
with.the state of our circulation and currency, of our agriculture and manufactures, of our internal and 
ejr/^mo/ commerce, and, above ail, with the condition and reward of the industrious and labouring classea 
of our communis. 

** On all these particulars, as they respect this question, we think that parliament is almost wholly 
uninformed ; on all we see reason for the utmost anxiety and alarm from the operation of this law. 

" Lastly, Because, if we could approve of the principle and purpose of this law, we think that no suf- 
ficient foundation has been laid for its details. The evidence before us, unsatisfactory and imperfect as 
it is, seems to us rather to disprove than to support the propriety of the high price adopted as the standard 
of Importation, and the fallacious mode by which that price is to be ascerttuned. And on all these grounds 
we are anxious to record our dissent tcatu a measure so precipitate in its course, and, as we feari^ so 
injurious in its consequences." 

Attempts have sometimes been made to estimate the pecimiary burden which the 
restrictions on importation entail in ordinary years upon that country. Thb, however, 
is a subject with respect to which it is not possible to obtain any accurate data. But 
supposing the total quantity of corn annually produced in Great Britain and Ireland to 
amount to 62,000,000 quarters, every shilling that is added to its price by the com laws 
is equivalent to a tax on corn of 8,100,000/. ; and estimating the average rise on all sorts 
of grain at 3». a quarter, the total sum will be 9,300,000/. So great a quantity of 
corn is, however, consumed by the agriculturists themselves as food, in seed, the keep 
of horses, &c., that not more than a half, perhaps, of the whole quantity produced is 
brought to market. If we are nearly right in this hypothesis, and in the previous esti- 
mates, it will follow that the restrictions cost the classes not engaged in agriculture no 
less than 4,650,000/., exclusive of their other pernicious consequences. Of this sum a 
Jifih^ probably, or 930,000/. may go to the landlords as rent ; and this is aU that the 
agriculturists can be said to gain by the system, for the additional price received by the 
farmer on that portion of the produce which is exclusive of rent is no more thao the 
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ordinary return for hk capital and labour. His profits indeed, like those of all other 
capitalists, instead of being increased by this system, are really diminished by it ; and 
though, nominally at least, it somewhat increases the rents of the landlords, it is, not- 
withstanding, abundantly certain that it is any thing but advantageous to them. It 
would require a fiur larger sum to balance the injury which fluctuations of price occar 
Mon to their tenants, and the damage done to their estates by over-cropping when prices 
are high, than all that is derived firom the restrictions. 

5. Duiie$ om Importation, — A duty may be equitably imposed on imported com, for 
two objects ; that is, either for the sdce of revenue, or to balance any excess of taxes 
laid on the agriculturists over those laid on the other classes. — (See my edition of 
Wealth of Nations, 1 vol. 8vo. pp. 522 — 524.) With respect, however, to a duty imposed 
for the nke of revenue, it may be doubted whether com be a proper subject for taxation. 
At all events a duty for such an object should be exceedingly moderate. It would be 
most inexpedient to attempt to add largely to the revenue by laying heavy duties on 
the prime necessary of life. 

If it be really true that agriculture is more readily taxed than any other branch of 
industry, the agriculturists are entitled to demand that a duty be laid on foreign com 
when imported corresponding to the excess of burdens affecting them. It has been 
doubted, however, whether they are in this predicament. But though the question be 
not quite free from difficulty, it would be easy to shew, were this a proper place for 
such inquiries, that, owing to the local and other direct and indirect liuridens laid on 
the land, those occupying it are really subjected to heavier taxes than any other class. 
It is difficult, or rather, perhaps, impossible, to estimate with any degree of precision 
what the excess of taxes laid on the agriculturists beyond those laid on manufacturers 
and merchants may amount to ; but we have elsewhere shown, that if we estimate it 
as making an addition of 5s. or 6s. to the quarter of wheat, we shall certainly be beyond 
the mark.— (IFeai^ of Nations, vbi suprd.) However, we should, in a case of this 
sort, reckon it safer to err on the side of too much protection than of too little ; and 
would not, therefore, object to a fixed duty of 5s. or even 7s. a quarter being laid on 
wheat, and a proportional duty on other species of grain. Under such a system the 
ports would be always open. The duty would not be so great as to interpose any very 
formidable obstacle to importation. Every one would know beforehand the extent to 
which it would operate ; at the same time that the just rights and interests of the agri- 
culturists and of every other class would be maintained unimpaired. 

"When a duty is laid on the importation of foreign corn, for the equitable purpose of 
countervailing the peculiar duties laid on the corn raised at home, an equivalent drawback 
should be allowed on its exportation. ** In allowing this drawback, we are merely 
returning to the farmer a tax which he has already paid, and which he must have, to 
place him in a fair state of competition in the foreign market, not only with the foreign 
producer, but with his own countrymen who are producing other commodities. It is 
essentially di£Perent from a bounty on exportation, in the sense in which the word 
bounty is usually understood ; for, by a bounty, is generally meant a tax levied on the 
people for the purpose of rendering corn unnaturally cheap to the foreign consumer ; 
whereas what I propose is to sell our corn at the price at which we can really afford 
to produce it, and not to add to its price a tax which shall induce the foreigner rather 
to purchase it from some other country, and deprive us of a trade which, under a system 
of free competition, we might have selected." — ( Ricardo on Protection to AgriaUture, 
p. 53.) 

A duty accompanied with a drawback, as now stated, would not only be an equitable 
arrangement, but it would be highly for the advantage of farmers, without being injurious 
to any one else. The radical dt^fect, as already shown, of the system followed from 1815 
down to the present moment, in so far, at least, as respects agriculture, is, that it forces 
up prices in years when the harvest is deficient, while it leaves the market to be glutted 
when it is dliundant. But while a constant duty of 5s. would secure to the home 
growers all the increase of price which the regard due to the interests of others should 
allow them to realise in a bad year, the drawback of 5«. by enabling them to export in 
an unusually plentifril year, would prevent the markets from being overloaded, and 
prices from falling to the ruinous extent that they now occasionally do. Such a plan 
would render the businesses of the dealers in and growers of com, comparatively secure ; 
and would, therefore, provide for the continued prosperity of both. We are astonished 
that the agriculturists have not taken this view of the matter. If they be really entitled 
to a duty on foreign corn, on account of their being heavier taxed than the other classes 
of their fellow citizens (and they are not entitled to it on any other ground), they 
must also be entitled to a corresponding drawback. And it admits of demonstration, 
that their interests, as well as those of the community, would be far better promoted by 
such a duty and drawback as we have suggested, than they can ever be by any system 
of mere duties, how high soever they may be carried. 
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The principal objection to this plan is, that it would not be possible to levy the duty 
when the home price became very high, and that, consequently, it would be every now 
and then necessary to suspend it. But this objection does not seem to be by any means 
so formidable as it has sometimes been represented. It may, we think, be concluded on 
unassailable grounds, that were the ports constantly open under a moderate fixed duty and 
an equivalent drawback, extreme fluctuations of price would be very rare. Supposing 
it were enacted, that when the home price rises above a certain high level as 70s., the 
duty should cease, we believe the dause would very seldom come into operation ; and 
those who object that it is not fair to the farmers to deprive thetn of the full advantage 
to be derived firom the highest prices, should recollect that in matters of this sort it is 
not always either possible, or, if possible, prudent, to carry the soundest principles to an 
extreme ; and that, generally speaking, the public interests will be better consulted by 
guarding against scarcity and dearth, than by securing, at all hazards, a trifling though 
just advantage to a particular class. 

III. Barrisu Corn Trade. 

1. Quaniity of Com eotuumed in Great BrUain, — Attempts have sometimes been 
made to estimate the quantity of com raised in a country, from calculations founded on 
the number of acres in tillage, and on the average produce per acre ; but it is plain 
tbat-no accurate account can ever be framed of the extent of land under cultivation. It 
is perpetually changing from year to year ; and the amount of produce varies not only 
with the differences of seasons, but also with every improvement of agriculture. This 
method, therefore) is now rarely resorted to, and the growth of com is generally esti- 
mated from the consumption. The conclusions deduced from thb criterion must indeed 
be subject to error, as well from variations in the consumption, occasioned by variations 
in the price of com, as from the varying extent to which other food is used. But sup- 
posing the prices of com to be reduced to an average, if the consumption of a consider- 
able number of persons, of all ranks and orders, and of all ages and sexes, were accurately 
determined, we should be able, supposing the census of the population to be nearly 
correct, to make a pretty close approximation to the total consumption of the country. 
Mr. Charles Smith, the well-informed and intelligent author of the Tracts on the Com 
Trade, made many curious investigations, with a view to discover the mean annual con- 
sumption of com ; and reducing it to Me standard of wheat, he found it to be at the rate 
of alxftit a quarter for each individual^ young and old. This estimate has been confirmed 
by a variety of subsequent researches ; and, among others, by inquiries made during the 
scarcity of 1795 and 1796, by the magistrates of Suffolk, in 42 different parishes, in the 
view of ascertaining the average consumption of each family, which they found to cor- 
respond very closely with Mr. Smith's estimate. It is also worthy of remark, that 
M. Paucton, the intelligent author of the Mitrologie, estimates the mean annual average 
consumption in France, when reduced to the standard of wheat, at about 10 bushels for 
each individual ; and as the French consume considerably more bread and less animal 
food than the English, this estimate affords a strong proof of the correctness of that of 
Mr. Smith. 

Having taken the population of England and Wales in 1765 at 6,000,000, Mr. Smith 
reckoned the consumers of each kind of grain, the quantity consumed by each individual, 
and hence^ the whole consumed by man to be as follows : — 

Estimated Popa* Average Con- Consamed 

latkm of England tumpUonof bj Man. 

and Waloa. cadi Penan. 

3,750,000 consumers of wheat, at 1 quarter each - - • - - 8,750,000 

739.000 do. ofbarley. at Iff do. - - - . ... 1,016,125 

888,000do. ofrye, at Udo. ...... 999,000 

«23,000do.ofoats,at2|do. ...... 1,791,225 

Consumed by man - - . . . . 7,556,350 

In addition to this. Mr. Smitn estimated the wheat distilled, made into starch, &c. - 90,000 

Barley used in maltfaig, &c. ... . . . . 3,417,000 

Rye for hogs, &c. - -- ..... 81,000 

Oats for horses, &c • ...... 2,461,500 

Total of home consumption .... -13,655,850 

Add excess of exports over imports • . - - 398,624 

13 954 474 
Add seed (one tenth) ..... 1^395^447 

Total growth of all kinds of grain in England and Wales in 1765 * . - - 15,349,921 

This estimate, it will be observed, does not include either Scotland or Ireland ; and 
later inquiries have rendered it probable that Mr. Smith underrated the population of 
England and Wales by nearly 1,000,000. The most eminent agriculturists seem also 
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to be of opmioiiy that the allowance for seed ought to be stated as high at a nstk or a 
Meventk, 

Mr. Chalmers, ayailing himself of the information respecting the numbers of the 
people furnished under the population act of 1800» estimated the total consumption of 
the di£Eerent kinds of grain in Great Britain at that epoch at 27,185,300 quarters 
whereof wheat constituted 7,676,100 quarters. The crops of 1800 and 1801 being 
wiusuaUy deficient, the importation in these years was proporUonally great; but excluding 
these scarcides, the total average excess of all sorts of grain imported from Ireland an9 
foreign countries into Great Britain over the exports had previously amounted to about 
1,000,000 quarters, which, deducted from 27,185,300, leaves 26,185,300, to which if 
we add one sixth as seed, we shall have 30,549,516 quarters as the average growth of 
Great Britain in 1800. 

According to Dr. Colquhoun, the consumption of com in Great Britun and Irebuid, 
in 1814, amounted to about 35,000^000 quarters. We subjoin his estinute : 



BsmOm^tQabu 


Bitiinated 

Arenyeof the 

PopnMttan OK 

Urmt Britain 

and Inland. 


Bach 

Panon 

avenged. 


Ccnnuned 
biAlan. 


Conwinedhy 
Aninude. 


UwdinBeer 
and Spirits. 


CTwdinTa. 
riouaMana- 


Total 


Wheat 

Barl^ 

€>aU 

Rye 

Beans and peas - 


9,000,000 

1,500.000 

4,500,000 

500,000 

500,000 


it 


QmaHtn. 
9.000,000 
1,875,000 
6,760.000 
625,000 
500,000 


Quarter*. 

'210,000 

10,200,000 

59.000 

1,360.000 


Qmarlen. 
4,250,000 


Qmtrtert. 
170,000 

• • 

1.060 


9,170,000 

6.335,000 

16,960,000 

685,000 

1,860,000 


Totals - 


16,000,000 


1 18,750.000 1 11,889,000 1 4,250,000 


171,000 


35,000,000 



But though this estimate be compiled with greater care, and is entitled to more con- 
fidence, than most of those put forth by its author, it is in some respects grossly inac- 
curate and defective. There can, for example, be no manner of doubt that the con- 
sumption of oats is underrated by at least 2,250,000 quarters, or by ^ quarter in the 
quantity assigned to each of the 4,500,000 individuals Dr. Colquhoun supposed were 
fed on tiiem. But besides underrating the consumption of oats, the learned Dr. has 
made no allowance for seed, though it be unnecessary to say that the expenditure of 
com as seed is as indispensable, and its consumption as efifectual, as if it were employed 
in the feeding of men or of horses. Adding, therefore, to the 37,250,000 quarters 
which Colquhoun*s estimate should have amoimted to, ^th for seed, we have, on his 
data, 43,458,000 quarters for the total consumption of com in the U. Kingdom in 
1814. 

But instead of a population of 16 millions, which is assumed as the basis of the above 
estimate, the U. Kingdom had, in 1841, a population of 26,861,796. If, therefore, 
the estimate of Dr. Colquhoun were accurate, and the consumption, as compared 
with the population, were about the same as in 1814, it should now amount to about 
70,000,000 quarters. But, during the last 30 years, the proportion of wheat used 
as food has been materially increased ; and at present the consumers of barley cer- 
tainly amount to nothing like 1,500,000 individuals ; probably to not more than 
500,000. The proportional consumption of oats has, also, increased very materially,, 
partly and principally from the great increase in the number of horses, and their better 
keep, and partly, also, from the increase of population in Ireland ; for, though the in^ 
habitants of that part of the U. Eangdom be principally dependent on the potato,, 
still there can be no doubt that the number of corn, or rather oat- eaters (in Ireland),, 
has been largely augmented since 1814. 

On the whole, we are inclined to think that the consumption of the various kinds of 
com in the U. Kingdom may, at present (1842), be estimated as follows : — 



I. Consumed by man: — 
Wheat - - - - - 

Oats, lye, and maslin (a mixture of rye and wheat) ... 

Barley for malting, food, &c. .... . . 

Beans and peas as meal ..... 

II. Consumed by the lower animals : — 

Com (principally oats) used in the feeding of horses and other animals, in 
distillation, manufoctories, &c. ... 

Total consumed by man and the lower animals, &c. 



15,000,000 

15,000,000 

6,000,000 

600,000 



Total Qn. 



36,600,000 

. 18,000,000 
- 54,600,000 



But it appears from No. VIII. of the subjoined tables, that at an average of the 12 
years ending with 1841, the annual entries of foreign corn for home consumption were, 
wheat 1,139,394 quarters, barley 199,405 do,, oats 278,820 do., rye 21,046 do., peas 
71,900 do., and beans 78,013 do., making an aggregate importation of 1,788,579 
quarters a year. And, therefore, if from the annual consumption by man and the lower 
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iinimals, amounting to 54,600,000 quarters, we dieduct the above average annual impor- 
tation, we have 52,811,421 quarters for the portion of such consumption supplied by 
the native com of the U. Kingdom; and adding to the latter ^th part, or 8,801,903 
quarters, for seed, we have 61,613,324 quarters for the total average annual growth of 
all sorts of com in the U. Kingdom. 

The total entries of foreign com in 1839 amounted to 4,615,262 quarters, being the 
largest quantity ever entered in any single year. But as this quantity does not amount 
to -^th part of the entire corn rused at home, it would seem as if the greatest im- 
portation could have but a very slight influence over prices; but it has been already shown 
that a very large proportion, perhaps a half, of the com produced in the empire is never 
brought to market, but is partly consumed by the agriculturists, and partly used as seed 
and in the feeding of &rm horses, &c. Hence, if we be nearly right in this estimate, it 
follows that an importation of 4,615,262 quarters is really equivalent to between Jth and 
{th part of the entire produce brought to market in an average year, and must conse- 
quently have a very material influence in alleviating the pressure of scarcity in a bad 
year, and in checking the rise of prices. 

Regtdations under which the Com TVocfe of the U, Kingdom it at present conducted'^- 
These regulations are embodied in the act 5 Vict. 2 sess. cap. 14., of which an abstract 
is subjoined. In principle this act is substantially the same with that of the 9 Geo. 4. 
cap. 60., by which the trade in com was previously regulated. It permits, like the 
former act, the free importation and warehousing of all sorts of foreign corn ; imposing, 
like it, duties on such corn when entered for consumption, which vary according to the 
variations of prices in the home market. Thus, there is a duty of 20«. a quarter on 
wheat, when the home price is at or under 51«. a quarter ; the duty decreasing, though 
not regularly, till the price reaches 73s, or upwards, when it amounts to Is, only. But 
though the duties imposed by this act be, in consequence of their reduction, decidedly 
preferable to those which they superseded, still they are much too high, and must 
go far, indeed, to prevent all importation imder ordinary circumstances, till the home 
price rises to, or exceeds, 63s. a quarter, when the duty is no less than 10s. ; and be- 
sides their influence in obstructing importation till the home price rises very decidedly 
above what would otherwise be its natural level, a variable scale of duties has the incu- 
rable defect of adding to the uncertainty incident to the com trade ; and of preventing, 
so long as it is kept up, its establishment on sound principles. 

From the extreme difficulty of forming any thing like correct conclusions as to the 
state of the crops at any given period in any extensive country, and still more of es- 
timating the supply and probable price of corn at any future period, though but a 
little remote, the risk attending the corn trade is proverbially great. Under such cir- 
cumstances, if government interfere at all, it ^ould certainly be to lessen such hazards ; 
and, at all events, it should take especial care to do nothing to increase them. Hence, if a 
duty be imposed on importation it should be constant, so that its influence may always be 
estimated beforehand ; for if the amount of duty depend on accidental circumstances, or 
on anything so fluctuating and incapable of previous estimation as the prices in the home 
market, it must necessarily, by increasing the hazard of all speculations in corn, tend to 
augment those inequalities in its supply and price, that should, in as far as possible^ be 
diminished. To show the direct influence of such duties, it may suffice to mention that 
if, under the late com law, a merchant had commissioned a quarter of wheat when the 
home price was 71s. a quarter, he would, in the event of the price felling to 68s, be- 
fore the importation took place, have lost no less than I3s. a quarter by the transac- 
tion, viz. 3a. a quarter by the fall of price, and 10s. a quarter by the increase of duty ! 
The new scale is not, luckily, so bad as this ; but still its influence, though diminished, 
is of the same pernicious kind, and in most cases doubles the risk. Should a merchant, 
for example, now order a quantity of foreign wheat when the home price is from 575. to 
58s. a quarter, he will, in the event of the price falling 3s. a quarter before the wheat 
can be entered for consumption, lose 6s. a quarter by the speculation, 38, by the fell 
of price, and 3s. by the rise of duty. 

It may, perhaps, be said that if, on the one hand, the present scale of duties be in- 
jurious to the merchant when prices are falling, and when importation is consequently 
either unnecessary or of less advantage, it is, on the other hand, equally advantageous 
to him when prices are rising, and when the public interests require that importation 
should be en(M>uraged : but the prices in the view of the merchant when he ^ves an 
order are always such as he supposes will yield a feir profit ; and if they rise, this rise 
would, supposing the duty to be constant, yield such an extra profit as would make him 
increase his imports to the utmost. If it were x>ossible to devise a system that should 
diminish the losses incurred in unfavourable speculations, by making a proportional 
deduction frt>m the profits of such as were unusually successfiil, something, perhaps^ 
might be found to say in its favour. But the system we have adopted proceeds oa 
quite opposite principles : its e£Pect is not to diminish risks, but to increase them ; it 
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adds to the loss resultiog firom an untuoceasful, and to the profit resulting from a sue- 
cessful, ^peculation 1 

But Uiere are other oonaderations that serve to set the pernicious operation of a 
fluctuating duty in a still more striking point of view. Should a tract of un&vourable 
weather occur beftne harvest, and a deficient crop be anticipated, prices rise, and the 
duty falls to next to nothing : but now suppose that the weather becomes fine, and 
that the anticipations of a short crop are dispelled, and observe what, under such 
circumstances, is the operation of the sliding-scale. In such a case, prices imme- 
diately begin to give way, and, to avoid the consequent increase of duty, every 
bushel of foreign cohi warehoused in the country, and, indeed, in every contiguous 
foreign port, is forthwith entered for consumption, and thrown upon a &lUng 
market ! With a fixed duty, or with no duty at all, the merchants would distribute 
the supply of com according to the best estimate they could form of the real wants and 
necessities of the people. But the operation of a sliding-scale goes fax to exclude 
such considerations. Besides doubling the hazards of the trade, it tempts the mer- 
chants, when prices are rising, to hold back, in the expectation of being able to enter 
their com at a reduced duty ; and when, on the other hand, a fall of prices is antici- 
pated, the market, as already seen, is overloaded, and prices ruinously depressed by the 
supplies forced upon it to escape the increase of duty ! It is thus alternately ii^urious to 
the manufiusturing and the agricultural classes ; entailing the severest privations on the 
former, by making the importers withhold their com firom market till the price at- 
tains to a ruinously high level ; and, on the latter, by making the same parties throw 
it on a market which b already depressed. The extreme low prices of 1821 and 1822, 
and of 1833, 1834, and 1835, were, no doubt, in part occasioned by the excess of the 
foreign entries for consumption arising out of the circumstances now mentioned. 

Wereour ports always open under a moderate duty, nothing, it isplain, would be gained 
by pouring in supplies at any particular moment ; they would only be furnished when 
necessary, and would be limited by the necessity ; and when prices were low, or fiilling, 
a large proportion of the imp)orts would be warehoused in anticipation of a future rise. 
But at present there is no room for consideration or combination ; every thing must be 
done on the moment, and by fits and starts ; we may not have brought a bushel of 
wheat firom the Baltic for a year or two ; but prices have risen in this country, and, 
the duty having fallen still more rapidly, we have an instantaneous demand for all 
the com that can be had ! Not being expected, no provision is made for meeting such 
sudden and capricious demands ; and prices rise to such a degree as to make our pre- 
sence in the foreign markets hateful to every one, except the few who may happen to 
have on hand stocks of* com. It is plain, too, that a commerce, if so we may call it, 
conducted in this way cannot be carried on by an interchange of goods for corn, as it 
would be were the ports constantly open. We may have a demand this year for ten 
times the quantity of Polish com that we required last year, but it is abundantly cer- 
tain that the Poles will not reciprocate by taking off corresponding quantities of our 
cottons, woollens, or hardware. Under ordinary circumstances, an increase of imports 
is always accompanied by a corresponding increase of exports ; but, to bring this about, 
the increase must neither be sudden nor excessive ; for, if so, the chances are a thousand 
to one that the foreign demand for our products will not increase to an equal extent. 
Com is the principal means which the Poles have of paying for English goods ; and, as 
we frequently shut it wholly out, their imports from England are unavoidably below 
even the average amount of their exports ; so that, when we have an extraordinary de- 
mand for com, the greater part of the excess must be paid for in bullion ; and, instead 
of being benefited by its occurrence, our commercial and manufacturing interests are 
deeply injured. 

But it is unnecessary to dwell on what is so well known. Most fortunately, we did 
not require to import any foreign corn in 1 835 and 1 836 ; for, no one, either in the 
Bank of England or out of it, acquainted with the circumstances, can have the smallest 
doubt that, had it been then necessary to make the same payments for foreign com we 
had to make in 1830 and 1831, and in 1838 and 1839, the Bank must have stopped 
payment ; and a shock would have been given to the credit and financial interests of 
the country, from which they might never have recovered. The severe pressure on 
the money market in 1839 mainly originated in the same circumstances ; and who can 
doubt that that pressure was productive of incomparably greater loss and inconvenience 
to the agriculturists than any advantage they gained by the rise of prices in that year ? 

It is in these respects that the existing corn law is most inimical to manufactures and 
commerce. The disorder occasioned by a sudden and extensive demand for com afiPects 
the prices of every article, and vitiates every speculation. The mischief is sometimes 
ascribed to the conduct of the directors of the Bank of England ; but they have little 
or nothing to do in the matter ; they are merely endeavouring to provide, as is their 
bounden duty, for the safety of the Bank, which is suddenly called upon to advance 
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fauTy Jiw, or St jr millions of bullion to be sent abroad in payment of fiireign com ! It is 
plain that the real origin of the pressure is to be found in that system of oommercial 
legislation that produces every now and then such sudden and heavy drains on the re- 
sources of the Bank and the country. 

In every point of view, therefore, it is of the highest importance that the r^uladons 
as to the com trade should be placed on such a footing, that, Ist, they may at no 
time give any serious obstruction to importation ; and 2d, that the supply may be ad- 
mitted according to our wants, and when it is really required. In their present form, 
the corn laws are opposed to both the principles now laid down, and are adverse alike 
to agriculture, commerce^ and credit. 

It must not, however, be supposed, from any thing now said, that we mean to state 
or insinuate that it is possible by any contrivance, or by the utmost possible degree of 
freedom, to avert all fluctuations in the supply and price of com. Any such idea would 
be alike chimerical and absurd. Variations of the harvests, in so rich and populous a 
country as Great Britain, must always, and under any circumstances, have a powerful 
influence over prices ; not only here, but also in those foreign markets whence we are 
in the habit of drawing a portion of our supplies. But it admits of demonstration, 
that the adoption of a system as to importation, in which there shall be no fluctuation of 
duties, is the best means by which to mitigate the influence of variations of harvests, 
and to secure the greatest steadiness of price. Under such a system, the merchants of 
this and other countries would be able to form their plans without the fear of their 
being overturned by accident or contingent circumstances ; and the fact that we every 
now and then require a large supply of foreign com would make capitalists here and 
elsewhere warehouse, in abundant years, large supplies, in anticipation of the demand 
when a deficiency occurs. The merchant would then have to deal only with real wants 
and necessities ; and these it is comparatively easy to provide agunst In a matter of 
this kind all restrictions and interferences are unalloyed evils. Freedom is all that is 
required to place the trade on the best possible footing. 

It is, therefore, obvious that a constant duty on importation is, in all respects, pre- 
ferable to one that fluctuates. When the duty is constant, all classes, farmers as well 
as merchants, are aware of its amount, and can previously calculate the extent of its 
influence. But the influence of a duty that fluctuates with fluctuations of price can 
never be previously appreciated. Its magnitude depends on contingent and accidental 
circumstances ; and it must, therefore, of necessity, occasion that uncertainty, and those 
sudden and capricious movements, that are so destructive of the interests of all classes. 

It is farther to be observed that, with a fluctuating duty, there can be no corre- 
sponding drawback on exportation ; and so long, therefore, as it is maintained, prices, 
in unusually favourable years, must, as previously explained, sink so low as to be ruinous 
to the agriculturists ; and that justice will be denied to the latter, to which they have 
an undoubted claim. 

At the same time it is but fiur to state, that the pernicious operation of the com laws 
has been grossly, and indeed stupidly, exaggerated. According to the statements put 
forth by the demagogues who have of late years been haranguing the public on this 
fiivourite theme, one would be led to suppose that the repeal of the com laws would be 
a universal panacea ; that it would obviate every abuse or defect in our social system ; 
and that the price of com would immediately fiiU to something like a half or a third 
part of its present amount ! But every man of sense knows that there is no real room 
or ground for such statements, which are alike false and deluding. Thanks to the ex- 
traordinary spread of improvement at home, and to the increased amount of our imports 
from Ireland, the com laws, notwithstanding the rapid increase of population, are now 
far less objectionable than they were a few years ago. The statements that will be laid 
before the reader in a subsequent part of this article shew, that supposing foreign 
wheat were always admitted for consumption on payment of a fixed duty of only 5«. a 
quarter, there are no grounds whatever for thinking that its average price would be 
under 53«. or 54«. a quarter. 

We do not say this by way of apology for the com laws, or in extenuation of the 
serious injury they really occasion. But misrepresentation and misstatements on 
such subjects cannot be too much condemned. The progress of sound oommercial 
legislation can never be advanced, while it may be and has been very decidedly obstructed 
by the violence, agitation, and declamatory trash of which the proposed repeal of the 
corn laws has been the pretext. 

We subjoin an abstract of the act, 5 Victoria, 2 sess. cap. 14. 

Section I. repeals the act 9 Geo. 4. c. 60., under which the com trade had previously been conducted. 

Commay be importedfirom Foreign Countries and from British Possessions on Payment qf the tpecOUd 
Duties. — And whereas it is expedient that com, grain, meal, and flour, the growth, produce, and manu- 
fscture of any foreisn country, or of any British possession out of Europe, should be allowed to be im- 
ported into the U. Kingdom for consiunption, upon the payment of duties to be regulated from time to time 
according to the average price of British com made up and published in manner hereinafter required \ 
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each 8<Nrt of corn, grain, meal, and flour upon which duties of importation have been paid in the U. King- 
dom during the month next preceding, and of the several rates of duty which shall from time to time 
during such month have been pavable upon each sort of com, erain, meal, and flour respectively, with 
an account of the total quantity or each sort of com, grain, meal, and flour remaining in warehouse at 
the end of such next preceding month. — $7. 

Section 8. enacts, tnat if any foreign state subject British vessels, goods, &c. to any higher duties or 
charges than are levied on the vessels of other countries, &c. her majesty may prohibit the importation 
of cora from such state. 

Section 9. enacts, that weekly returns of purchases and sales of com shall be made in the places named 
in the schedule of cities and towns which is here annexed. 



Coontiei and Tovna. 



Chbbkirb: 

Ctacrtor. 

Nantwich. 

Middlewich. 
*Foar I^e Enda. 
*Coiialeton. 
•Macdetfield. 
•Stockport. 

LAwcASTm : 

Liverpool. 

UlventoD. 

Lancaster. 

Preston. 

Wl«an. 

Warringtflti. 

ManchMter. 

Bolton. 
•Blackburn. 
•Bury. 
•B«cbdate. 

Dbbby: 
Derby. 
•Chesterfield. 

NomwmAM : 
Notrlngham. 
NewaA 
•Mansfield. 
•Retfidd. 

LxiCBSTOt: 
Ldcester. 
•Looshboroagh. 
•Hinckley. 
•Lutterworth. 

NORTBAMVTON : 

Northampton. 
•Peterborough. 
•Daventry. 
•WdUmsbocoogh. 
•Kettcvuig. 

Warwickshiks : 

Coventry. 

BirniinidMm. 
•Warwick^ 
•Stratfoidmn-ATon. 

WoRCBann: 
Worcester. 
•Bromsgrove. 
• Kiddorminster. 
•Stourbridge. 
•Evesham. 

UxAucasTBB: 

Gloucester. 

Cirencester. 

Tecbniy. 

8tow<«n-tfae-WoId. 

Tewkesbury. 
•Cheltenham. 
•Durs^y. 
•North Leach. 
•Stxoud. 

SomOM CTSHU tB ; 

Brbtai. 

Taunton. 

Wells. 

Bridgewater> 

Frome. 

Chard. 
•Somes tuiu 
•Shepton MaUeC 
•Wdlington. 
•Wlveliacomb. 

Morao0THSRiKS : 
Monmouth. 
Abergavenny. 
Chepitow. 
Poniypocd. 
•Newport 

DavomanB': 
Exeter. 
Barnstable. 
Plymouth. 
Totneis. 



Coontiss and Towns. 



Tavistock. 

Kingsbridge. 
•Oakhampton. 
•Tiverton. 
•Honiton. 

CORMWALI. : 

Truro. 

Bodmin. 

Launceston. 

Redruth. 

Hdstnn. 

St. Austell. 
•Falmouth. 
•Callington 
•Liakeard. 
•8t.Columb. 

DOSaBTSHtKB: 

Blandford. 
Bridprat. 
Dorcnester. 
Sherborne. 
Shaftesbury. 
Wareham. 
•Poole. 

Hampshiiis: 
Winchester. 
Andover. 
Basingstoke. 
Fardiam. 
Havant. 
Newport. 
Ringwood. 
Southampton. 
Portsmouth. 
•Chiistchurch. 

RlTTLAKO: 

•Ok^am. 

Hbrbtohd: 
•Leominster. 
•Hervford. 
•Kington. 

SHBOnRIBB : 

•Shrewsbury. 
•Ludlow. 
•Newport. 
•Oswestry. 
•WelUngton. 
.•Wenlo6k. 
•Whitchurch. 
•Market Drayton. 

Wiltshirb: 
•Swindon. 
•Devizes. 
•Salisburv. 
•Troubridge. 
•Warminster. 
•Chippenham. 

SrAnOBDBBtRB : 

•Stafibid. 

•Burton.oo-Trent. 

•Lichfieki. 

•Newcastle-under-Lyme. 

•Stone. 

•Utioxeter. 

•WalaaU. 

•Wolverhampton. 

MtODlMBBtt 

London. 
■ Ujteidge. 
f .» 
Hbrtpoboshirb : 
lietlAwd. 
Royston.' 
•Bishop Stortford. 
•St. Alban's. 
•Hemd Hempstead 
•HHcbfai. 

Soskbt: 
Oulldfbcd. 
•Croydon. 
•Kingston. 
•DorUng. 



CoumtieB and Towns. 



Ei 



Chdmsford. 

Colchester. 

Romford. 

•SSl^li^SS* 

^EMurron vvaiaen. 
•Braintiee. 

Kbht: 

Maidstone. 

Canterbury. 

Dartfoid. 
•Chatham and Rochester. 
•Dover. 
•Gravesend. 
•Ashford. 

ScasBz .• 

Chichester. 

I/ewes. 

Rye. 

'Brixton. 
•East Grinsfeead. 
•Battle. 
•Arundel. 
•Hastings. 
•Midhurst. 
•ShordUun. 

fiBuraRD: 
Bedford. 
•Leighton Bnnaxd. 
•Luton. 

BBRKSHIRBt 

Windsor. 

Reading. 
•Abingdon. 
•Mafatenhead. 
•Newbury. 
•WalUngibrd. 

Bucks: 

Aylesbury. 
•Buckiiuham. 
•High Wycombe. 

Newport Pagnel. 

OxroRDSHiRx: 
Oxford. 
•Banbury. 
•Henley. 
•Witnmr. 
•Cbippmg Norton. 

HmmKODoir: 
Huntingdon. 
St. Iv«r^. 



Cambridob : 
Cambridge. 
Ely. ^ 
WUbeach. 
•Newmarket. 



Svnrouc: 
Ipswich. 
Woodbridge. 
Sudburr. 
Hadleigh. 
Stowmarket. 
Beccles. 
Bungay. 
Lowestoft. 
Bury St. Edmund'k. 

NoRiouc: 
Norwich. 
Yarmouth. 
Lynn. 
Thetford. 
Watton. 
Diss. 

EastDerdiam. 
Harleston. 
Holt. 
Aylsham. 
Fakenham. 
North Walsham. 
•Swaffham. 

LtKCOur: 
Lincoln. 



Ooonttes and Towns4 



Gainsborough. 

Glanibrd Bridge. 

Louth. 

Boston. 

Sleaford. 

Stamford. 

Spalding. 
•Barton on Humber. 
•Bourne. 
•Grantham. 
•Grimsby. 
•Homcastle. 
•Market Raisin. 
•Caistor. 
•Alford. 
•Holbech. 
•Long Sutton. 

Vork: 

York. 

Leeds. 

Wakefldd. 

Bridlfaigton. 

Beverley. 

Hawdm. 

Sheffield. 

HuU. 

"Whitby. 

New Malton. 
•Bamsley. 
•Bedale. 
•Bradford. 
•Doncaster. 
•Knarcsborongh. 
•Pickering. 
•Richmond. 
•Ripon. 

•sS^ 

•Skipton. 

•Th&ik. 

•Rothetham. 

•Otley. 

•Thome. 

Durham: 
Durham. 
Stockton. 
Darlington. 
Sundenand. 
Barnard Castle. 

NoRTBuin»Ri.Ain> ; 
Walsin 



Hexham. 

Newcastie-upon.Tync. 

Morpeth. 

Alnwick. 

Berwick. 

Cuxbbrlabs: 

CarUsle. 

Whitehaven. 

Cockermondi. 

P enrith . 

Egremont. 
•Wlgton. 
•Maryport. 
•Worldngtan. 

Wbstkorblaito : 
Appleby. 
Kendal. 

Waub: 

Carmarthen. 

Carnarvon. 

uavemcttwcR. 

Cardiff. 

DenUa^. 

Wrexiiam. 
•Brecon* 
•Mold. 
•Bangor. 
•Cowbridge. 
•Newtown. 
•Corwen. 
•Welshpool. 
•Liangemi. 
•LlaiidUlo. 
•Kni^ton. 
•Swansea. 



• The towns marked with an asterisk were not referred to in taking the averages under the late act. 
SwBtion 10. gives her m^esty power of appointing a comptroller of com returns. 
ap?SSt^ ti'i^SVelSn ^ST^*™"^' ^''~"*® ^^' **®^* *" P*"^"' **"' *** * *^"*y ""^ ^ 
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SectioDt IS. and IS. ftntboilie the Lord Major and aldenn«n to appoint an inspector of com rolvrot 
for the ci^ of Loodoii, under the same conditions as tlie general comptroller. 

Section 14. authorises the chancellors of the uniTersiUes of O&ford and Camhrldge to i4>point and 
remore inspectors of oom returns ftM* the said city and town. 

Section 15. enacts that no person dealing in com, flour, or malt, be appointed inspector or deputj- 
inspector of com returns for the cities o( London or Oxford, or town of Cambridge. 

Section 16. enacts that the appohitments of inspectors fur London, Oxford, and Cambridge, be en- 
ndled. 

Dealert M Com As amd near Lomdon to deliver in a Decoration to the Lord Moffor^ Ac. ~ Erery 
person carrying on trade or business in the city of London, or within 5 miles from the Royal Exchange 
in the said city, as a com fkctor, or as an agent employed in the sale of British com, and every peraoa 
who shall sell any British com within the Cora Exchange in Marii Lane in the said city, or within any 
other building or place whidi is or may hereafter be used within the city of London, or within 5 miles 
from the Rojral Exchange in the said city, for such and the like purposes for which the said Cora 
Exchange in Marii Lane hath been and is used, shall, before he or they shall carry on such trade or 
business, or sell any com in manner aforesaid, make and deliver to the Lord Mayw, or one of the 
aldermen of the city of London, a declaration in the following words ; (that is to say,) 

**\ A.R do declare, that the returns to be by me made, conformably to an act passed in the fifth year 
of the reign of her mi^esty Queen Victoria, intituled {here set forth the title qf this aal, of the quan> 
tides and prices of British com which henceforth shall be by or for me sold or delivered, shall, to the best 
of my knowledge and belief, contain the whole quantity, and no more, of the com bond fide sold and 
delivered by or for me within the periods to which such returns respectively shall refer, with the prices 
of such com, and the names of the buvers respectively, and of the persons for whom such com shall 
have been sold by me res|>ectively, ana to the best of my judgment the said return shall In all respects 
be conformable to the provisions chT the said act." 

Which declaration shall be in writing, and shall be subscribed b^ the person so makins the same ; and 
tiie Lord Mayor or alderman aforesMd of the city of London for the time being shall and is hereby 
required to deliver a certificate thereof, under his hand, to the inspector of com returns for the city of 
London, to be by him registered in a book to be provided and kept for that purpose. — § 17. 

Dealers in Com to make Returns to Com Inspector. — Every com foctor and other person as aforesaid 
who is herein-before required to make and who shall have made such declaration as aforesaid, siudl and 
he or she is hereby required to return or cause to be returned, on Wednesday in each and every week, to 
the inspector of com returns for the city of London, an account in writing, signed with his or her own 
name, or the name of his or her agent duly authorised in that behalf, of the quantities of each sort of 
British com by him or her sold during the week ending on and including the next preceding Tuesday, 
with the prices thereof, and the amount of every parcel, with the total quantitv and value of each sort 
of com, and by what measure or weight the same was sold, and the names of tne buyers thereof, and of 
the persons for and on behalf of whom such corn was sold ; and it shall be lawful for any such inspector 
of com returns to deliver to any person making or tendering any such returns a notice in writing re- 

Juiring him or her to declare and set forth therein where and by whom and in what manner any such 
Iritish com was delivered to the purchaser or purchasers thereof; and every person to whom any such 
notice shall be so delivered shall and he or she is hereby required to comply therewith, and to cfeclare 
and set forth in such his or her return, or in a separate sUtement in writing, the several particulars 
aforesaid. — § 18. 

Section 19. enacts that the present comptroller, deputy-comptroller and inspectors of com returns for 
London, Oxford, and Cambridge continue in office, and that the appointments of the other inspectors of 
returns shall cease on the 24th day of June next after the passing or this act. 

Section 20. enacts that hi cities and towns, other than London, Oxford, and Cambridge, officers of 
excise are to act as com inspectors, and attend at places appointed. 

Section 21. enacts that the commissioners of excise shall make known the place to be appointed for 
delivering returns of com purchased. 

Section 22. authorises the commissioners of treasury to continue, if they think fit, the present 
inspectors of com returns in their offices. 

Dealers in Com in Cities and Towns to make Declaration. — Every person who shall deal in British 
com at or within any ciQr or town named in the prefixed list of towns, excepting the city of London, or 
who shall at or within any such ci^ or town engage iu or carry on the trade or business of a com factor, 
miller, maltster, brewer, or distiller, or who snail be the owner or proprietor, or part owner or pro- 
prietor, of any stage coadies, waggons, carts, or other carriages carrying goods or passengers for hire to 
and from any such city or town, and each and every person who, as a merchant, clerk, agent, or other- 
wise, shall purchase at any such city or town anv British com for sale, or for the sale of meal, flour, 
malt, or bread made or to be made thereof, shall, before he or she shall so deal in British com at any 
such city or town, or shall engage in or carnr on any such trade or business as aforesaid, or shall purchase 
anv British com for any such purpose as aforesaid, at or within any such city or town, make and deliver 
a declaration in the following words ; (that is to say,) 

^ 1 A. B. do declare, that the returns to be by me made, conformably to the act passed in the fifth year 
of the reign of her majesty Queen Victoria, intituled [here set forth the title qfthis act], of the quantities 
and prices of British com which henceforward shall by or for me be bought, shall, to the best oi my 
knowledge and belief, contain the whole quantity, and no more, of the Brlush com bond fide bought for 
or by roe within the periods to which sucli returns respectively shall refer, with the prices of such com 
and the names of the sellers respectively, and to the best of my judgment the said returns shall in all 
respects be conformable to the provisions of the said act." 

Which declaration shall be in writing, and shall be subscribed with the hand of the person so making the 
same, and shall by him or her, or by his or her agent, be delivered to the mayor or chief magistrate, or to 
some justice of the peace for such city or town, or for the county, riding, or division in which the same is 
situate, who are hereby required to deliver a certificate thereof to the officer of excise acting as inspector 
of corn returns for such dty or town as aforesaid, or to such continuing inspector of com returns as 
aforesaid for such city or town (as the case may be), to be by such officer or inspector registered in a 
book to be provided and kept for that purpose. — ^23. 

Section 24. authorises the inspectors of com returns to require the above declaration fh>m com 
dealers. 

Corn Dealers to make Returns in Writing to Inspectors qfthe Com bought by them — All persons who 
are herein-before required to make and who shall have made such declaration as aforesaid shall and they 
are hereby required, on the first market day which shall be holden in each and everv week within each 
and every city or town named in the said schedule hereunto annexed, except the city of London, at or 
within which they shall respectively deal in com, or engage in or carry on any such trade or business as 
aforesaid, or purchase any com for any such purpose as aforesaid, to return or cause to be retumed to 
the officer of excise acting as inspector of com returns for such city or town, at the place appointed for 
receiving such returns, or to the continuing inspector of com returns for such d^ or town, nr to the 
inspector of com returns for the city of Oxford or the town of Cambridge (as the case ik«t be), an 
account in writing, signed with their names respectively, of the amount of each and every parcel of each 
respective sort of British corn so by them respectively bought during the week ending on apd including 
the day next preceding such first market day as aforesaid, with the price thereof, and by what weight or 
measure the same was so bought by them, with the names of the sdlers of each of the said parcels 

*3 E4 
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respectiTely, with the namei of the peraon or persons, if any, other than the person Hiaking lucfa return, 
for or on account of whom the same was so bought and sold j and it shall be lawftil for anj officer of 
excise acting as inspector of corn returns, or any continuing mspector of com returns as aK>re8aid, to 
deliver to any person making or tendering any such return a notice in writing requiring him or her to 
declare and set forth where and by whom and in what manner any such British com was delivered to him 
or her ; and every person to whom any such notice shall be so delivered shall and he or she is hereby 
reqtdred to comply therewith, and to declare and set forth in such his or her return, or in a separate 
statement in writing, the several particulars aforesaid. — $ 25. 

Inspecton to enter Rettmu made to them in a Book^ i[C. — The inspector of corn returns for the city of 
London, the city of Oxford, and the town of Cambridge, and every officer of excise acting as inspector of 
com returns for the several other cities and towns aforesaid, and every continuing inspector of com re- 
turns for any of such other cities or towns as aforesaid, shall duly and regularly enter in a book., to be by 
him provided and kept for that purpose, the several accounts of the quannties and prices of com returned 
to, him by such persons respectively as aforesaid ; and every inspector of com retums for any of the cities 
arid towns enumerated in tne said schedule stiall in each and every week return to tlie comptroller of 
com retums an account of the weekly quantities and prices of the several sorts of British com sold in 
the city of London, or in the city or town for which he shall be or act as inspector, according to the re- 
turns so made to him as aforesaid, and in euch form as shall be from time to time prescrit>ed and direct«l 
by the said comptroller of com retums ; and the said returns shall be so made to the said comptroller by 
the inspector of corn returns for the city of London on Friday in each week, and by the respective 
inspectors of com retums for the dtv of Oxford and the town of Cambridge, and by the respective 
officers of excise acting as inspectors of com retums, and by the respective continuing inspectors of com 
returns, for the severaf other cities and towns aforesaid, within three days iiext after the first market dsiy 
holden in each and every week in any such city or town. — $ 26. 

Section 27. enacts that inspectors shall not include returns until they have ascertained that the persons 
making them have talien the declaration required. 

Average Price* to be made up and published everv Week. — The average prices of all British com, by 
which the rate and amount of the said duties shall be regulated, shall be made up and computed on 
Thursday in each week, in manner following ; (that is to say,) the said comptroller of com retums shall 
on such Thursday in each week, from such retums as shall be received liy him during the week next 
preceding, ending on and including the Satiurday in such preceding week, add together the total quantities 
of each sort of British com respectively appearing by such retums to have been sold, and the total prices 
for which the same shall thereby appear to have been sold, and shall divide the amount of such total 
prices respectivelv by the amount or such total quantities of each sort of British com respectively, and 
the sum producea thereby shall be added to the sums in like manner produced in the 5 weeks immediately 
preceding the same, and the amount of such sums so added shall be divided by 6, and the sum therel^ 
given shall be deemed and taken to be the aggregate average price of each such sort of British com re- 
spectively, for the purpose of regulating and ascertaining the rate and amount of the said duties ; and the 
said comptroller of com retums shall cause such aggregate weekly averages to be published in the 
next succeeding Gazette, and shall on Thursday in each week transmit a certificate of such aggregate 
average prices of each sort of British com to the collector or other chief officer of the customs at each of 
the several ports of the U. Kingdom, and to the said ftmctionary at the port of Douglas in the Isle of 
Man ; and the rate and amount of the duties to be paid under the provisions of this act shall from time 
to time be regulated and governed at each of the ports of the U. Kinedom by the aggregate average 
prices of British corn at the time of the entry for home consumption of any com, grun, meal, or flour 
chargeable with any such duty, as such aggregate averageprices shall appear and be stated in the last of 
such certificates received by tne collector or other chief officer of customs at such port. — 8 28. 

How Quantities <^ Com are to be computed. — In the returns to be made as aforesaid to the comptroll^ 
of com retums, and in the publications to be made from time to time in the London Gazette, and in the 
certificate to be transmitted to the said comptroller of com retums to collectcurs or other chief officers of 
customs, the quantities of each sort of British com respectively shall be computed and set forth by, 
acootding, and with reference to the Imperial standard gallon, as the same is declared and establish^ by 
the act 5 Geo. IV. cap. 74. amended or altered by the act 6 Geo. 4. cap. 12., and by the act 5 & 6 Will. 4. 
om. 63. — §29. 

uniil 9t0cient Number qf Setums are madCt Comptroller map use the present Averages Until a 

sufficient number of weekly retums have been received by the said comptroller of com retums under 
this act to aflbrd such aggregate average prices of British corn as aforesaid, the weekly average prices o^ 
British com pul>lished by hmi immediately before the passing of this act shall be used and referred to 
in making suira calculations as aforesaid, in such manner as if the same had been made up and taken 
under this act $30. 

What shall be deemed JMtish Com. — AU com or grain the produce of the U. Kingdom shall be deemed 
and taken to be British com for the purposes of this act. — $ 31. 

Anp Com Return believed firauduient may be omitted in the Computation.— >\t the said comptroller of 
com retums shall at any time see cause to believe that any return made to any inspector of com retums is 
fraudulentor untrue, thesaid com'ptroller is hereby required, with all convenient expedition, to lay before 
the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council (for Trade) a statement of the grounds of such his belirf; 
and if upon consideration of any siicn statement the said Lords of said Committee shall direct the comp- 
troller to omit any such return in the computation of such aggregate weekly average price, Uien attd m 
that case, but not otherwise, the said comptroller of com retums shall be authorised to omit such return 
in the computation of such aggregate weeluy average price. — $ 32. 

Section 33. enacts that com dealers having made the declaration previous to this act shad transmit 
retums, and comi>ly with the rules hereby required. 

Comptroller to issue Directions respecting the Inspection qf Books of Inspectors. — The comptroller of 
com retums is hereby authorised frt>m time to time, in pursuance of any instractions whica he shall 
receive in that behalf from the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council (for Trade), to issue to the In- 
spectors of com retums for the city of London, the city of Oxford, and the town of Cambridge respect- 
ivehr, any general or special directions respecting the inspection by any person or persons mthe books 
so directed as aforesaid to be kept by such Inspector of com returns ; and no such inspectors for the city 
of London, the city of Oxford, or the town of Cambridge, shall permit or sufi'er any person to inspect 
any such book, or to perase or transcribe any entry therein, except in compliance with some such general 
or special directions trom the said comptroller of com returns. — ^ 34. 

Copy qflast Return to be qfflxed on Market Place on each Market Day. — The inspector of com retums 
for every city or town other than the city of London shall and is hereby required, on each and every 
market day, to put up or cause to be put up in the market place of the city or town for which he shaft 
act as inspector, or if there shall be no market place, then in some other conspicuous place therein near 
to where the corn market is usually held, a copy of the last return made by him to Uie comptroller fA 
com retums, omitting the names of the parties who may have sold and bought the said com ; and every 
such officer or inspector shall also again put up such account on the market day immediately following 
that on which it shall first have been put up, in case the same shall from accideht or any other cause have 
been removed, and shall take due care that the same shall remain up for public inspection M nit^i a new 
account for the ensuing week shall have been prepared and set up. — 1 35. 

Sections 36, 37, 38. relate to the payment of comptrollers and inspectors. 

Penaltu on Com Dealers for not making Declarations or Retums. — If any person hweby required te 
make and deliver the declaration or declarations herein- before particularly mentioned and s^ forth, or 
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•ither of them, shall not make and dellrer such declaration or declarations at the time and in the form 
and manner and to the person or persons herein-before directed and prescribed in that behalf, ererjr 
jaerson eo offending shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding 901. for each and every calendar mouth 
during which he shall neglect or delay to make and deUver such declaration ; and if anv person wlio it 
herdn-befbre required to make any return to any inspector, or oflicer of com returns shall not make such 
returns to such inspector or ofBcer at the time and in the form and manner herein-before directed and 
presctibed, OTerr such offender shall for such his oflfence forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding 701, ~ } 39. 

Section 40. relates to the recoveij and application of penalties. 

PentUi^ ofs Witnesses tiot attending wken required. — If any person who shall be summoned as a wit- 
ness to give evidence before any jusmes of the peace, touching any matter of Cut contained in any inform- 
atioD or complaint for any offence against this act, either on the part of the prosecutor or of the person 
or persons accused, irtiall, after a r^Monable sum of money for his or her charges and expences shall have 
beon paid or been tendered to him or her, reftise or neglect to appear at the time and place for that 
purpose appointed, without a reasonable excuse for his, her, or tiieir neglect, or appearing shall refuse to 
be examined on oirth and give evidence before such Justices of the peace, then and m either of such cases 
fucb person shall forfleit for every such olfence any sum not exceeding 1(W. ~ § 41 . 

Famishment f»r makingjdise Returns. — If any person shall make any felse and fraudulent statement 
In aoy such return as he is herein-before directed and required to make, or shall felsely and wilhilly in- 
tdnd^ or procure or cause to be included, in any such return, any British com which was not truly and 
bondJide sold or bought to, by, or on behalf of the person or persons in any such return mentioned in that 
behau, in the quanti^ and for the price therein stated and set forth, every such offender sliall be and be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor — ^ 42. 

Section 43. dedares that the act shall not affect the practice of measuring or privileges of the dty of 
London. 

Limitatiim qf Actions. — Actions brought under this act must be within 3 monAs of the matter or 
thing done. Defendants may plead the general issue; and if judgment be given against the plaintiffii, de> 
feodants shall have treble coks. >- } 44. 

SvimUiuHon of Wheat Flour or Biscuit for bonded Wheat. — Our readers are, no 
doubt, generally aware, that of late years efforts have occasionally been made in the 
House of Commons to get a law enacted authorising the delivery of bonded wheat 
from the warehouse, on the substitution in its stead of a proportion^ quantity of wheat 
flour or biscuit. But this proposal encountered the iiostility of the more zealous par- 
tisans of the com laws, principally on the alleged ground that it would open a door to 
fraud, and lead to the clandestine introduction of large quantities of foreign wheat. In 
tiie course, howeter, of the present year (1842), the prqjeet was again introduced by 
the ^ce-president (^ the board of trade (Mr. Gladstone), and, having been supported by 
government, was passed into a law, 5 & 6 Victoria, cap. 92. We believe the measure 
will be productive of considerable advantage. It will enable millers, balers, Mid others 
in this country to take advantage of such openings in the home and foreign markets as 
may offer fi>r the manu&cture and sale of flour and biscuit ; and to make such dianges 
in the nature of th^ stocks as may be thought most advantageous. There do not seem 
to be any very good groimds for thinking that it will afford any considerable facilities 
for the commission of fraud by the introduction of wheat without a countervailing deposit 
of flour ; but supposing it did, who is to be injured by such introduction ? This, in 
truth, is one t)€ the few oases in which fraud is advantageous rather than otherwise. 
We subjoin an abstract of the act now referred to. 

Warehoused Wheat to be delivered Dwtff-free upon substituting an equivalent Quamtilff ef Wheat Flour 
or Biscuit, — Whereas it will be of advantage to the trade and commerce of the country that wheat may 
lie delivered duty>fi>ee from the warehouse or from the vessel, upon the deposit in the wareliouse, or 
due exportation therefrom, of an equivalent quantity of wheat flour and blBcuit { be it therefore enacted, 
that it AaXL be lawftil for the principal officer of customs having charge of any warehouse, in which 
wheat may be warehoused without payment of duty upon the first entry thereof, to deliver any quantity 
thereof duty-free, upon there being deposited in warraouse in lieu thereof fine wheat flour or biscuit, as 
under. 

For every 96 lbs. of kiln-dried wheat, or for every 100 lbs. of wheat not being Ula-dried, not less than 
78 lbs. of fne wheat flour, or 68 lbs. of captain's biscuit, or 80 lbs. of biscuit of the standard of the biscuit 
supplied to her mitjesty's navy, or 118 lbs. of common ship's Uscuit; and so in proportion for any less 
quantity than 96 lbs. of kUn-drled wheat, or 100 lbs. of wheat not kiln.dried ; such flour or t)i8cuit having 
been manufactured in the U. Kingdom, or such Flour having been duly imported and the duty thereou 
having been paid. — 4 1* 

Section 2. enacts, that fine wheat fiour and biscuit may be deposited in warehouse, and a certificate of 
such deposit granted, to entitie the holder to an equivalent quantity of warehoused wheat duty-free any 
time within nx weeks of the date thereof. 

Section 8. enacts, that persons making deposits of flour and biscuit be entitled to have equivalent 
quantities of wheat entered du^-free from the vessel. 

Section 4. orden that three days notice in writing be given to the collector of the quantity of wheat 
required to be delivered from the warehouse, and of the day of ddivery. 

Section 5. orders that no wheat shall be deuvered duty-free until the substituted article has been depo- 
sited and the certificate duly examined. 

Section 6. enact* that substituted fiour and biscuit shall be sul^ect to the warehousing laws, but shall 
not be taken out fbr home consunmtion. 

Sec tion 7. enacts that sudi substituted flour and biscuit shall not be re-imported. 

Section 8. imposes penalties for depositing articles of inferior quality. 

Sectioti 9. enacts that the act ihaU continue UU the 3l8t of August 1845« 
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lint or tlia TaUlQiuDdllei of Foreign eiHl CqIod 
id PuIh ud the Average Reu oi Duty durUic 



IV. Fouran Cokh Tudk. 

PaSih Com Tradi. — Dantdo ia the port vbenee we have hitberlo alwajia deriTSd the 
largat portion of our lupplies in deficient seasons ; and bi it ia most probable that our 
prineiiml impoHations will oontinue to be drawn t^om tbe ume source, it becomes 
peculiarly important to ascertain the cost of wheat in Dantiio, and the eipenie of its 
importation into this countr;. 

According to the data collected by Mr. Jacob in his reports on the agriculture and 
com trade of the north of Europe, the ordinary price of wheat at Dantaio iree on board 
would amount to about 40i. a quarter, made up as fbllows ; — 



gjTjf™' I v tif'\i ^ ^lisy' ill jh'iiii njiMi 



Now, irt« tbit wvaddlte. or lAf * <tiurter far the expenie of importiiif the wbeal Imo BnglaDd, In- 
clurUna Ifae iHnU of the hmiortei, U U pUlo tlkit tl ceold not, (uppalog Mr. Jaeob'iMtbnateof tlMcoit 
to be Herlracomte, be Hi]dtnI.dndon,eTen without uiTdiUilSr leu (fain B«t. or Mf. a cuartar. 

RhM,i»daabt,beeo alleged thallfaeenat of wheat In DiDtik li oremled In the ab«a eettnate i 
E^J™S!Hft" ??"'•?!"•" '""*°™^'" «>" f™ •broad. Ihli allegaUDiH. certalnlT wed 
*?f^- B«t«il«e«lBalet.iHi;meuit(o,apiilrto«ich resn, but to Ihoie -E<i^ there tal^M cn- 
lUHiUe rbreign dauaod ; and whenerer lUa la the ose.ll will be AhihI. that thonib iDiaa o( Iho 
Unu wbtcb g« lo nuke up the ca« maj be emntBui. the reault U nearly correct | anS that there are 
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^ealtf no good grounds for iuppodng that com could, in the seasons in question, be shipped from 
Dantxic for less than about 40«. a quarter. 

Mr. Grade, of Dantzic, furnished the Agricultural Committee of 1831 with the following Table of the 
arerage prices of com in that city, free on board, in decennial periods firom 1770 to 1820. 

Average Price, fh>m Ten to Ten Years, of the different Species of Com, free on board, per Quarter, in 

Sterling Money, at Dantsic. 



From 1770 to 1779 - - - 
1780 — 1789 - 
1790 — 1799 
1800—1809 
1810 — 1819 .... 

Aggregate Average Price of 49 Years - 


Wheat. 


Rye. 


Bute;. 


OMa. 


s. d. 

33 9 
33 10 
43 8 

eo 

55 4 


s. d, 

21 8 

22 1 

26 3 
34 10 
31 1 


t. d. 

16 1 

17 11 
19 3 
25 1 
96 


s. d. 

11 1 

12 4 

12 6 

13 1 
20 4 


45 4 


27 2^ 


. 20 10 


13 10 



It appears from this table that at an average, of the 20 years ending with 1819, the price of cinm in 
Dantste was no less than 57«. Sd. a quarter ! This, however, would not be a fair test of the price of 
wheat in Dantsic under ordinary circumstances, as it was i>owerfldlv influenced by the scarcity and high 
price in this country In 1800 and 1801, and by the extreme high prices that prevailed during the latter 
years of the war, and the obstructions which it threw in the wav of agriculture, and of the conveyance 
of com to Dantsic. But the prices of wheat at this great emporium have not latterly been subject to 
any such disturbing influences. The countries whence Dantsic draws her supplies of com have enjoyed 
uninterrupted tranquillity during the last 10 years ; and though during some of these years we have . 
made hurge importations, we have hardly, in a still greater number, brought away a single bushel of 
com ; so that the average prices of this period may be taken as pretty correctly representing the prices 
of com in Dantsic in seasons when the export is rather under a medium. 

Account exhibiting the Lowest, the Highest, and the Average Prices of Wheat in Dantsic in Sterling 
Money, per Imperial Quarter, in each of the eleven Years, from 1831 to 1841, both inclusive, with 
the Averages for the whole Period. 



Yeut. 


Lowert 
Prices per 
Quarter. 


Higbest 

nicet per 

Quarter. 


Prices per 
Quarter. 


Yens. 


Loirest 
Prices per 
Quarter. 


Highest 

Prices per 

Quarter. 


Average 

Prices per 

Quarter. 


1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 


a. d. 
41 1 
32 5 
28 5 

25 1 

21 Oi 

22 3 
24 9 

26 6| 


a. d. 

51 6 
43 7 
32 9 
29 11 
26 3ft 

33 r 

34 8| 
61 9^ 


a. d. 
46 3| 
88 

30 7 

27 6 
23 8 

28 11 

Sft 


1839 
1840 
1841 

ATerage of 1 
11 Yean from V 
1831 to 1841 J 


a. d, 

31 9 
89 
45 9 


a. d. 

61 1 

62 9 
67 


a. d. 
46 5 
5010& 
51 41 


30 8| 


45 2 


37 11 



It appears from this table that the average price of wheat in Dantsic during the 11 years ending with 
1841 was 37«. lid. a quarter; making, with the addition of lOd. a quarter for shipphag charges, its 
average price free on board, 38«. 9(f. a quarter. Now, if to this last sum we add 12«. or 13f . for the 
expense of its imi>ortation and delivery to the millers in London, it is plain, judging from the experience 
of the last 11 years, that the average cost of Dantzic wheat in England, independent of duty, may be 
estimated, in round numbers, at from 51«. to 52«. a quarter. 

It is material, however, to bear in mind that no very large quantity could be shipped at the above 
prices. They represent onlv average years ; and whenever there is any unusual demand for com, or 
when from 150,000 to 300,000 quarters are wanted for this country, the price immediately rises, as seen 
above, to from 45«. to 50s. a quarter, and upwards. 

That the charges on importation into England, warehousing here, and then deliver, 
ing to the millersi exclusive of duty and profit, would amount to about lOs. a quarter, 
appears from the following statements * : '— - 

Account of the Ordinary Charges on 100 Quarters of Wheat, shipped from Dantsic on Consignment, and 
landed under Bond in London. — {Pari. Papery No. 333. Sess. 1827. p. 28.) 





£ s. d. 


£ 


s. d. 


One hundred quarters, supposed cost at Dantsic, free on board, 30s. 


■k a 


150 





Freight at 5f . per quarter, and 10 per cent. ... 


27 10 




• 


Metage ex ship, &c., 6s. 6cf. per last .... 


3 5 






Lighterage and landhig, 9d. per quarter ... 

Insurance on 180^., indudhig 10 per cent, imaginary profit, at 80s. ) 

per cent. ; policy 5s. per cent. - - - 3 


3 15 












7 14 






Granary rent and Insurance for one week ... 


5 






■ Turning and trimming, about .... 
Delivermg from granary, 3d. per quarter ... 


2 






1 5 






Metage, &c. ex granary, 2s. per last .... 


1 






Commission on sale. Is. per quarter ... 


6 






■ Del credere, 1 per cent, on, suppose, 40*. - . 


2 










61 


16 






Total cost to importer if sold in bond 


201 


16 


Imaginary profit, 10 per cent. 


20 


3 6 


221 


19 6 


Would produce, at 44s. 4 


\d. per quarter. 


^221 


13 4 



K. B. — Loss on remeasuring not considered. 

Freight and insurance are taken in this statement at an average, being sometimes higher and sometimes 
lower. 



* The first of the following statements was furnished by Messrs. Richard Birkett and Sons to the 
Lords' Committee of 1827, on the price of foreign com. The other statement was obli^gly fUrnished 



by Mr; Irvine, com factor, in 1841. 
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Accoant of the Ordinary Charges on 100 Quarters of Wheat Imported firom Dantzic, for Sale on. Con- 
signment in London, in May, 1841. 



One hundred quarters fine high mixed wheat, weighing about 61 lbs. 

per bushel, would cost 40s. per quarter - - 

Sound dues, 6d. per quarter ..... 

Freight, at present, St. M., bat, on an average^ supposed 4s. Gd. 
Insurance 12«. 6d. per coot., but, on an avnage, 20*. - ^2 5 
Policy, 2s. 6tf. - - «• • -076 



Metage and dues ex ship, 6s. M. pertea quaitei t „ . . 

Lighterage and landing, 9if . - - - - - 

Granary rent and fire insurance for three weeks, at 6t. per one hundred 
quarter* per week -.---- 
Turning and trimming, same period .... 

Seller's metage ex granary, 2s. per ten quarters ... 

Delirering fi-om granary, 3d, ' • 

Commission or factorage on sale. Is. per quarter ... 

Dd cred«re, I per cent, (on 5fis.), 27Mr . ... 



£ s, d. 



2 10 
22 10 



« M 6 
3 6 8 
3 15 



15 




1 
1 
A 



4 

5 




2 15 




6 







£ s. d, 

20O 



45 13 8 



245 13 8 



According to this statement, the cost of importation would be 9s. lj<f. per quarter; 
but to ihb has to be added an allowance for waste, and 28. 6d, or 3«. a quarter for profit 
which would raise the cost to about 12s. 6d, or 13s. a quarter. 

We are well convinced that it is not possible successfully to controvert any portion 
of these statements ; and such being the case we are entitled to say that nothing can be 
more perfectly unfounded than the notions so prevalent in this country as to the 
extreme cheapness of com in Dantzie. The truth is, that no considerable quantity of 
corn can be derived from her without resorting to Gallicia and other provinces from 
500 to 700 miles inland. The com is thence conveyed to the city in boats suited to 
the navigation of the rivers ; but, owing to the uncertain supply of water in the latter, 
the communication is sometimes entirely broken off, and it is always very tedious and 
expensive. In proof of this, we may mention that, in November, 1838, when wheat 
sold in Dantzie for 4 1 9. 6dL a quarter, it was selling in Lemberg, the principal com 
market of Gallicia, for 15s. ; the difl^nroiee, •oounting to 26s. 6d,, being the measure of 
the cost and risk of conveyance firom Lemberg to Dantzie t It is, in fact, quite nuga- 
tory to suppose that any large supplies should be furnished by Dantzie, were the ship- 
ping price under 408. or 458. But, supposing that we could in ordinary years ship 
considerable supplies even for 358.; still it is plain it could not be sold in London 
under a low duty of 58. or 78., fbr less than 538. or 55s. a quarter. 

It is difficult to draw any oondusions oa which it would be safe to place much reliance 
as to the supplies of corn that might be obtained from Dantzie, were our ports con- 
stantly open under a reasonable duty. Mr. Jacob gives the following 

Account of the Total annual A? erage Quantity of Wheat and Rye exported Arom Dantxic, In Periods 

of 25 Years each, for the 166 Years ending witti 1825. 



Ymiv. 


Wheat. Qnarten. 


Rye. QiHurtfln. 


Tolid. Qnavaact. 


1651 to 1675 


81,775 


225,312 


307,087 


1676 — 1760 


124,897 


227,483 


353.379 


1701 — 1726 


59,795 


170,100 


229,895 


1726 — 1750 


80,624 


119,771 


200,395 


1751 — 1775 


141,080 


208,140 


349.229 


1776—1800 


150,299 


103,045 


253,344 


1801 -. 1825 


200,330 


67,511 


267,841 



** The average of the whole period,** Mr. Jacob observes, ** gives an annual qoanti^ 
of wheat and rye of 279,794 quarters ; and this surplus may be fkirly considered as the 
nearest approach that can be made, with existing materials, to what is the usui^ ex- 
cess of the ' produce o£ bread com above the consumption of the inhabitant when no 
extraordinary circumstances occur to excite or check cultivation.** — (^Report, p. 49.) 

We incline, however, to think that Mr. Jacob has underrated the capabiUte» of im- 
provement of the countries traversed by the Vistula, the Bug, &c., and that were our 
ports open under a fixed duty of 5s. or 78. a quarter on wheat, and other grain in pro- 
portion^ we might, supposing our average prices not to fall below 508. or 558. a quarter, 
reckon upon getting Arom I>Emtzic an annual supply of from 350,000 to 450,000 quar- 
ters. It should, howevor, be observed, that Mr. Meek, who visited the N. of Europe 
in the latter part of 1841 and early in 1842, concurs with Mr. Jacob in thinking it im^ 
probable that any increase of exportation would take place from Dantzie under any 
modification of our com laws. (^Pati. Paper, No. 7* sess. 1842, p. 31.) But it is dir* 
ficult to believe that such should be the case. Hitherto* owing to the fluctuating and 
capricious nature of our demand, it has proved of little advantage to tke PoUib euV- 
tfvators; and but little com has been raised in the expectation of its finding its way 
to England. But it might be quite another thing were oiir ports always open. The 
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nipply of out markela might, under nich dieumMances. be an ot^ecl of importaDce ta 
the Poliah Bgricuhuiistsi and if so, there cia be little doiibt, they would endcarout to 
eitend and improTe their tillage, and tha meaiu of bringing com to morliel. At tba 
imnie timu, hovever, nothing positive »□ be stnted on the tubject. inasmuch u lb* 
stiinulua given to Poliiih agriculture b; an; change in our corn laws nould whollj 
depend on rbe eitent of our demand^ and if, as >ve apprehend would be the case, U 
ihould, in ordinary scBBom, be much more limited than is comnuinly suppoeed, it irould 
have compoTBtivelj little influence. We lubjoin an 

Account HhibliiDg the Quuitltlei of Che dlffirent Yaii«lci of Cora and (he QiunllUes or Floa' 
ihlppw! hom nimuia Juring inch of Ibo Sewn Veari ending «Uh lam, wiih llw Frlcn gt Whm 



Total. 






Qualilg of Dantzit Whtat, — The price of wheat at DanUiia i* umsllj' about 7m. m 
quarter above ill average price at Uandmrgh, and about St. above the average of 
Amsterdain. This diflbrenca ia entirety owing to the auperior quality of the Dantiio 
wheat. Though iqibII grained, and not ao heavy as several other sorts, it Is renisrk. 
ably thiD-skinoed, and fields the SneBt flour. Some of the best white, or, as it ia 
technically termed, "high mixed* Daoliia wheat, is superior to the very best Eng- 
lish ; hut the quantity of this sort la hut limitiid, and the average quality of all that 
is exported from Dautzic is believed to approach very nearly to the average quality 
of English wbeaL Allowing for its superior quality, it will be found that wheat is, 
speaking generally, always cheaper in Uantiic than in any of the Contiaental porta 
nearer to London. There are but fev seasons. Indeed, in which Dantiic wheat is not 
largely imported into Amsterdam; and it tVcquently. also, finds its way into Uamburgli. 
But it is quite impassible that such should be the case, unless, taking quality oud other 
raodiiying circumstances into account, it were really cheaper than lie native and other 
wheats met with in these markets. When there is any considerable importation into 
England, it ia of every-day occurrence foi merchants to order Dantzlc wheat in pre- 
ference to that of Holilein, or of the Lower Elbe, though the latter might frequently 
be put into warehouse here for B0«. a quarter less than the former ! It is, therefore, 
quite indispensable, in attempting to draw any inferences as to the comparative prices of 
corn in different countries, to make the requisite allowancea for difierenoes of quality. 
Unless this he done, whntever conclusions may be come to can hardly tail of being bice 
and misleading! and when tbey happen to be light, Iliey can only be so through the 
merest accident. 

Dantiic being by Iki the greatest port for the eiportation of corn in the north of 
Europe, its price may be osiumed as the general measure of the price in other shipping 
ports. At all events, it is certain that when Dantzie is exporting, wheat cannot be 
shipped, taking quality into account, at a cheaper rata from any other place. The 
importer invariably resort.^ to what he lielicves to be, all things considered, the cheapeat 
marlcet; and it is a contradiction and an absurdity to suppose that he should harden him- 
self with a comparatively high freight, and other charges for wheat in Dantiic, pro- 
vided he could buy an equally good article in so convenient a port as Hamburgh at Ibe 

If, therefore, we are right in estimating the lowest price at which wheat could be ' 
imported from Dantiic under a duty oT 3i. or Ti., at from 50: to 5St., we may be 
aasured that this is the lowest importation price. The greater cheapness of the Im- 
ports from other places is apparent only i and is uniibrmly countervailed by a co^ 
' ' ' irity of quality. — ( For further details as to the FuUfih com trade, 

ussia exports large c[imntitieB of wheat, rye, oats, and meal 
The wheal is of various qualities ; but the greater portion of it js small-grained, coarse, 
brown, and very badly drenod. The hard, or Kuhanta, is the best; it keeps well, 
and is in considerable demaDd for miilugvrith other wheats that are old or stole. Rus- 
sian oats are very thin ; but, being dried in the straw, they weigh better than could be 
expected fram their appearance, anil are reckoned wholesome fowl. Our imports ftom 
Kutsia in 1639 were unuaually large, she having supplied us with no fewer than 
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971,693 quarters wheat, SlGfiSS do. o«ts, and 14,000 do. rye. General]}, bowerer,' 
olir imporU da not exceed * fifth port of this qiuntity. — (The reader will find notices 
<^ the Rusaian com trade under the articles Akchamqel, Pitiksbukoh, and Ria±. 

For an account of the cdtd trade by the Black Sea, aeepoit, and the article Oubsba.) 

Daniih Com Tradt. — The export of wheat fi-om Denmark Proper, that is, Irom Jut- 
land and the islands, is but incaDsiderable. There i>, however, a pretty large eiportadon 
of wheat and other grain, u well as of butter, cheese, bee( &e., from Sleswick and 
Halstdn. As already stated, the quality of the wheat is inferior ; for, though it looks 
plump, it is coarse and damp. The chief shipping port tbr Danish corn is Kiel ; but, 
owing to the superior boilities enjoyed hy Hainburgh, the greater portion of it is con- 
sign^ to that city. In 1S39 we imported tiom Denmark 196,730 quarters wheat, 
910,134 do. barley, 4e,335 do. osts, and 16,460 do. rye. — (For an account of the ex- 
ports of raw produce trom Denmark, see CoFEHHAOEK.) 

Can Tradtoftht EBh, ^c, — Next to Dantiic, Hamburgh is, perhaps, the greatest 
corn market m the north of Europe, being a depgt for large quantities of Baltic com, 
and for the produce of the eitennve countries traversed liy the Elbe. The exports 
of wheal from Hamburgh amounted, as seen below, at an average of the 11 years 
ending with 1B41, to 210,871 quarteis a year. The price of wheat, as already stated, 
is frequently less in Hamburgh than in Dantzic ; but this lowness of price ig altogether 
Bscribable to the inferiority of the Holstein and Hanover wheats, which are generally 
met with in great dnindance in Hamburgh. Wheat from the Upper Elbe is of a 
bettei quality. Bohemian wheal is occasianally forwarded by the river to Hamburgh ; 
but the charge* attending its conveyance from Prague amount to iiill JSi, a quarter, 
and prevent its being sent down, except when the price is comparatively high. In 
184], the shipments of wheat irom Hamburgh amounted to 507,400 quarters, of 
which 460,900 were for England. Perhaps we might Iw able, did our prices average 
about 55i., to import in ordinary years &om 350,000 to 450,000 quarteis of wheat 
tram Denmark and the countries intersected by the Weser and the Elbe. 
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N. B. Tha Hambor^ Isst li equal to about ll-l iispailsl qusners. 
Amsterdam is an important depdt tbr fordgn com, every variety of which may be found 
there. Only a small part of its consumption is supplied by com of native growth ; 
so that the prices in it are for the most part dependent on theae at which com can 
be brought ^om Dantzic, Kiel, Hamburgh, and other shipping ports. During 1840, 
they fluctuated from 35s. to 5Bt. a quarter. The com trade ot Holland was formerly 
conducted under a fixed duty ; but in 1 S36 a laW was enacted which imposes duties 
on exportation and importation which vary .with the price. We subjoin 
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French Com Trade. — It appears, from the accounts givea by the Marquis Oaroier in ' 
the last edition of his translation of the Wialth qf Nations, that the price of the icBtofftra 
of wheat in the market of Paris amounted, at an average of Ifae 19 years ending 
with 1BI9, to SO fr. 53 centsi equal to 30 &. SO oenu the septier ; or, taking tha ex- 
change at 25 fr., to 45>. 6d. the quarter. Chaptal, in bis valtiable wtafc, Sur Fi*-.- 
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duHrte Frangaiae (torn. i. p. 226.), published in 1819, estimates the ordinary average 
price of wheat throughout France at 18 fr. the hectolitre, or 42«. lOd. the quarter. In 
1840, however, the price of wheat in Paris in June varied from 63«. to 64«. 6<f., fidling 
to about 45«. after harvest. The various expenses attending the importation of a 
quarter of French wheat into London and its delivery to the millers may be taken, 
at a medium, at about 8«. a quarter. France, however, has but rarely any surplus 
produce to dispose of; so that it would be impossible for us to import any considerable 
quantity of French com without occasioning a great advance of price ; and in point of 
fact, our imports from France have been generally inconsiderable, except in years when 
our prices were much above an average. 

The mean of the different estimates framed by Vauban, Quesnay, Expilly, Lavoiaer, 
and Arthur Young, gives 61^519,672 septiers, or 32,810,000 quarters, as the total 
average growth of the different kinds of grain in France. ^- {Peuchett Statistique EU' 
mentaire, p. 290.) We, however, took occasion formerly to observe {Supp. to Encyc, 
Brit. art. Com Laws) that there could not be a doubt that this estimate was a great 
deal too low; and the more careful investigations of late French statisticians fully 
confirm this remark. The annual produce of the harvests of France is at present 
(1842) estimated from returns obtained under official authority, at 69,558,000 
hectolitres of wheat, and 112,958,000 do. of other sorts of grain; making in all 
182,517,000 hectolitres, or 62,740,000 Imp. quarters. Of this quantity it is sup- 
posed that about 16 per cent, is consumed as seed, 19 per cent, in the feeding of 
different species of animals, and 2 per cent, in distilleries and breweries. 

The reader will not fail to observe that, according to this statement, the consumption 
of com in France, which has a population of about 34,000,000, is not more than equal 
to that of the U. Kingdom, the population of which may, at present (1842) be takea 
at 27,000,000. And we have no doubt that such is the &ct ; for, though the con- 
sumption of com in France materially exceeds its proportional consumption in Ireland,' 
it is very far below the proportionsd consumption of Grreat Britain. The com ex- 
pended in this country in the keep of horses and in distilleries, would of itself suffice 
to feed a third part of the people of France. 

The foreign corn trade of France wa% regulated till within these few years by a law 
which forbade exportation, except when the home prices were below certain limits; and 
which restrained and absolutely forbade importation except when they were above certain 
pther limits. The prices regulating importation and exportation di^ered in the different 
districts into which the kingdom was divided. Latterly, however, importation has 
been at all times allowed under graduated duties, which, however, like those of this 
country, become prohibitory when the prices sink to a certain level. The frontier de- 
partments are divided into four separate districts, the prices in each district governing 
the duties on importation into it, so that it sometimes happens that com ware- 
housed in a particular port, where it is not admissible except under a high duty, 
has been carried to another port in another district, and admitted at a low duty. An 
official announcement is issued on the last day of each month, of what the duties are to 
be in each district during the succeeding month. 

Spanish Com Trade — The exportation of corn from Spain was formerly prohibited under the se- 
verest penalties. But in 1820, grain and flour were both allowed to be freelyexported ; and in 1823, this 
privilege was extended to all productions (Jirutos)^ the growth of the soil. There is now, in fact, no ob- 
stacle whatever, except the expense of carriage, to the conveyance of com to the sea-ports, and thence 
to the foreigner. Owing, however, to the corn-growing provinces being principally situated in the into- 
rior, and to the extreme badness of the roads, which renders carriage to the coast both expensive and 
diflScult, the exports are reduced within comparatively narrow limits ; the same diflSculty of carriage fire- 
quently gives rise to very great differences in the prices in markets, in all parts of the country, only a 
few leagues distant. Were the means of communication improved, and any thing like security given ta 
the husbandman, Spain would, in no long time, become one of the principal exporting countries of Europe. 
Old Castile, Leon, Estremadura, and that part of Andalusia to the south and east of Seville, are amongst 
the finest com countries of Eur(n>e, and might be made to yield immense supplies. But owing to tiie 
disturbed state of the country, and the want of a market for their produce, they can hardly besaM to be 
at all cultivated. And yet such is their natural fertility, that in good seasons the peasants only reap 
those fields nearest to toe villages ! 

In 1831 we imported 146,134 quarters of wheat Arom Spain, principally from Bilbao, Santander, and 
other northem towns. But from that period down to 1840, when we imported 46,939 quarters, export- 
ation from Spain had almost entirely ceased. (See Bilbao.) 

Com Trade qf Odessa, — Odessa, on the Black Sea, is the only port in Southern Europe from which 
any considerable quantity of grain is exported. But the exports from her are not nearly so extensive as 
is generally supposed, and they cannot be materially increased without a previous increase in the fa- 
cilities of conveying com from the interior. At present it is almost wholly brought to the town in carts 
drawn by oxen : and the supply of com depends almost as much on the number of cattle that may be 
employed for this purpose as on the productiveness of the harvests. It appears, fTom an official state- 
ment published in Odessa, that the quantity of com brought to the town iii the undermentioned years 
has been — 
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We lubjoln a statement, eoTDpiled by authority, from retanu made by the Britiah 
coniula in 1841, exbihiting the probable amount of com which they suppose might be 
fiimiafaed by the principal conUnental ports, in the eTCnt of importation be[ng iJways 
free in England under a moderate duty, and the probaUe STsrage prioe of such oum 
li-ee on board. Tbere niay be and probably ore ermi in this statement ; but, on the 
whole, its general oorrectnen may be depended on ; and it rtrildnf^y iioniib<nate* the 
■lalemeDli alreidy laid before the reader. 
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Aftniiai.^inii the abom RenieiB of Priea. — We ma;, we think, satis&ctoril; a 

elude, float this prett; lengtheDed reiieir of tbe stale of the Toreign com trade, that in 
tlw eientof all reBlrictiona on tbe impottatioa of com into our nurkets lieing abolished, 
it could not, ia ordiDary jeius, be Imponed for less than 50a. or SHi. a quarter. But 
taking it bo lov aB48i., it la plain it could not, in the eieat of its being charged with ■ 
duly of £(. or T(., be sold lor less Umd 53i. or .^.51. 

Now, it appears, trom the precious account. No. III., that the average piice of wheat 
in England and Wales, during the whole period (from the I5th of Jul; 1828 to the 2Sth 
of April 1842) that thelate com act, the 9 Geo. IV. cap. 60,, was in operation, amounted 
to 591. id, a quarter; and it will be observed that the crops ftnm 1S33 to 1831, and 
&ani 1837 to 1841, inclusive, were very deficient, and that the importations in those 
years were extremely large. But without taking this circumstance into account, it is 
clear, from the previous statemenla, that the opening of the ports under a fixed duty of 

in tbe average prices of the above period. 

We feel pretty confident that these statements cannot be successfully controverted ; and 
tbey show, conclusively, how erroneous it is to suppose that the repeal of the existing com 
laws, and the opening of the ports for importation, under alow duty of 5t. or 7v., would 

The price of wheat in England, at an average of the ten years ending with I8S0, was 
no less than S6>. Sd. a quarter. Its average price has since, as we have just seen, been 
reduced to 59t. 4<f, a quarter ; and yet, notwithstanding this tremendous fall, a most ex- 
traordinary improvement has taken place in agriculture since 1S20; so much so that 
we now provide tor an additional population of above seven milUons, with hut a slight 
increase of importation in unts'ourable years, and in favourable years with no import- 
ation at all. Under such circumstaDCBS can itny thing be more childish than to suppose 
that alkll ofSi. or6i. a quarter in the average price of com shnuld have any disastrous, 
or indeed sennble, influence over agriculture? Improvements of all sorts were never more 
vigorously prosecuted than iu 1 836 and 1 837, and yet the average price of corn in those 
years did not exceed jSi. SiJ. ; that is, it did not exceed its probable Allure price with 
open porta, and a fixed duty of only 5: a quarter I 

It is, alio, seen !tom the previous account, Na IX., that at an average of very nearly the 
whole period during which the late com law was in operatioD, the rate of duty on 
wheat imported amounted to only 6$. Id. a quarter ; and it has now been sufficientlj 
established, that witb a fixed duty of this amount, average prices would undergo very 
little variation. It is plain, therefore, that the system we have ventured to recommend 
would occa»on little or no inconvenience; at the same time, however, it would bare 
the advantage of obviating the injurious fluctuations that grow out of tbe present sys- 
tem, and of getting rid of tbe eternal agitation of this question. 

At all events the landlords and farmers may dismiss their unreasonable fears 
and apprehensions. Their prosperity does not depend on restrictive regulations, but 
is tbe effect of the fertility of the soil which belongs to them, of the absence of all 
oppresuve feudal privileges, and of the number and wealth of the consumers of their 
produce. It would, for the reasons already stated, be unjust wholly to deprive them 
of protection i but we are well convinced rtiat, though it were entirely abolished, their 
interests would not be seriously compromised i and that in no very lengthened period 
agriculture would be as flourishing as ever. 



COTTON. 437 

COTTON {Ger. Baumwalk; Du. Kutoen. noomwoli Da. SomiiJd; Sw. Bmmill ; 
Pr. Calm: I'- Cotaru, Bambagia i Sp. Jlgadon i Port. Algaldoi Ras. C/itoUaclialqja 
bimagUi I'ol. Buadna ; Lat. Gatjiipitun. BOTubax ,■ Arab. ffKtim; Sans. JCn;jtua,- HimL 
Buhl I Mslay, Jiii^iiii). a species uf vegetable wiwl, the produceof the CoHyptiiinArrba- 
cnm, or cottun shnib, of which there are mully varieties. It is found growing DBturiilly 
in nil the uopieai regiuns of Asia, Africa, and America, wbcnceit has been transplauted, 
and has become an imporUiit object of cutlivalian, in the southern parU of (he United 
States, and U> some eileot aim in Europe. 

Cotton is distinguished in conimeroe b; its colour, and the length, strength, and fine- 
ness of its fibre. White is usually conddered as charaoteristic of secondary quality. 
YeDow, or a yellowish tinge, when not the eflect of accidentBl wetting or inolement 
seasons, is considered as indicating greater fineness. 

There are many varieties of raw cotton in the market, their names being principally 
deritcd from the places whence they are brought They are usually classed under the 
denominations of long and short stapled. The best of the fi r^t is the rea-iatond cotton, or 
that brought from the shores of Georgia; but its qualities difler somueh, liiat the price 
oflhefinest specimens is often four times as great as [hat of the inferior. The superior 
samples of Braiil cotton are reckoned among the long stapled. The upland or bowed 
Georgia cotton forms the largest and best portion of the short stapled class. All the 
eotloos of India are short stapled. 

The estimation in which the different kinds of cotton wool are held may be learned 
&om their prices at the time in any great market. The inferiority of Bengal and Sunt 
sotton is sometimes ascribed to the defective mode in which it is prepared; but Mr, 
Horace H. Wilson doubts whether it can be grown in India of a better kind. 

The manufacture of cotton has been carried on in Hindoatan trom the remotest antu 
quily. Herodotus mentions (Ub. in. c. 106.) that in India (here ore wild trees that 
produce a sort of wool superior to that of sheep, and that the natives dress themselves in 
cloth made of it (See, to the same efiect, Arrian Indie, c. 16. p. SB2.) The manu- 
facture obtained no footing worth mentioning in Europe till last century. 

1 . Bhs and Progrcu of the Britlah Cotton Manufacture. — The rapid growth and pro- 
digious magnitude of tlie eotlon miicufaclure of Great Britain are, beyond all question, 
the most extraordinary phenomena in the history of industry. Our command of the 
finest wool naturally attracted our attention to the woollen manufecnire, and paved the 
way Ihr that superiority in jt to which we have long since attained : hut when we un- 
dertook the cotton manuiacture, we had comparatively few facilities for its prosecution, 
and had to stru^le with the greatest difficulties. The raw material was produced at an 
immense distance from our shores i and in Hindostan and China the inhabitants had 
arrived at such perfection in the arts of spintung and weaving, that (he lightness and 
delicacy of their finest clatbs emulated the web of the gossamer, and seemed to set com- 
petition at defiance. Such, however, has been (be influence of the stupendous discoveries 
and inventions of Hargravcs, Arkwright, Crompton, Cartwrighl, and others, that we 
bnve overcome atl these difllcullics — that neither the eilreme cheapness of labour in 
Hindostan, nor the eiceUence to which the natives had attained, has enabled them to 
withstand the competition of those who buy their cotton ; and who, aiier carrying it 
5,000 miles to be manufactured, carry back the goods to them, lliis Is tlie greatest 
triumph of mechanical genius ; and what perhaps is most extraordinary) our superiority 
19 lujt the late result of a long scries of successive discoveries and inventions; on (he con- 
trary, it has been accomplisi^ed in a very few years. Little more than half a century has 

principal busines* carried on in the country, — affording an advantageous field fdt the 
■ceumulatiDn and employment of millions upon millions of capital, and of thousands 
upon thousands of workmen '. The skill and genius by which these astonishing results 
have been achieved, have been one of the msin sources of our power : they have con- 
tributed in no common degree to raise the British nation to the high and conspicuous 
place she now occupies. Nor is it too much to say that it was the wealth and ener^ 
derived iVom the cotton manufacture that bore tis triumphantly through the latedreadful 
contest, at the same time that it gives us strength to sustain burdens that would have 
crushed our fathers, and could not be supported by any other people. 

The precise period when the manuiacture was introduced into England is not known ; 
but it is most probable that it was some time in the early part of the 17th century. The 
Erst authentic mention is made of it by Lewis Roberts, in his TVcaiun of Traffic, puli- 
lisbcdin 1641, where it is stated, " The town of Manchester, in Lancashire, musl be also 
'lerein remembered, and worthily for their encouragemenl commended, who hxiy the 
'ame of the Irish in great quantity, and weaving it, retume (he same again into Ireland 
o sell. Neither doth their industry rest here i for they buy cotton wool in London that 
umes first fhom Cyprus and Smyrna, and nl home works the same, and perfect i( in(o 
•2 F 3 
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fustians, vermillions, dimities, and other such stuffes, and then return it to London^ where 
the same is vented and sold, and not seldom sent into forrain parts, who have meana» at 
£ir easier termcs, to provide themselves of the said first materials.** — (Orig. ed. p. 38.) 
It is true, indeed, that mention is frequently made by previous writers, and in acts of the 
legislature passed at a much earlier period *, of ** Manchester cottons,** ** cotton velvets^" 
'< fustians,** &c. ; but it is certain that these articles were whoBy composed of wool, and 
had most probably been denominated cottons from their having been prepared in imi- 
tation of some of the cotton fiibrics imported from India and Italy. 

From the first introduction of the cotton manufiwture into Great Britain down to tht 
comparatively late period of 1773, the weft, or transverse threads of the w^ only, were 
of cotton ; the warp, or longitudinal threads, consisting wholly of linen yam, prindpaUy 
impm-ted from Germany and Ireland. In the first stage of the manufisusture, the weavers^ 
dispersed in cottages throughout the country, furnished themselves as well as they could 
with the warp and weft for their webs, and carried them to market when they were 
finished : but about 1760, a new system was introduced. The Manchester merchants 
began about that time to send agents into the country, who employed weavers, whom they 
supplied with foreign or Irish linen yam for warp, and with raw cotton, which being 
carded and spun, by means of a common spindle or distafiP, in the weaver's own fiunily, 
was then used for weft A system of domestic manufacture was thus established ; the 
junior branches of the family being employed in the carding and spinning of the oottoii» 
while its head was employed in weaving, or in converting the linen and cotton jram into 
cloth. This system, by relieving the weaver from the necessity of providing hinrwplf 
with linen yam for warp and raw cotton for wefi, and of seeking customers fiur his doth 
when finished, and enabling him to prosecute his employment with greats regularity* 
was an obvious improvement on the system that had been previously fiillowed ; but it is 
at the same time clear that the impossibility of making any considerable division among 
the different branches of a manufkcture so conducted, or of prosecuting them on a large 
scale, added to the interruption given to the proper business of the weavers, by tiie ne- 
cessity of attending to the cultivation of the patches of ground which they generally occu- 
pied, opposed invincible obstacles to its progress, so long as it was conducted in ttus mode. 

It appears from the Custom-house returns, that the total quantity of cotton wool an- 
nually imported into Great Britain, at an average of the jftve years ending with 170^ 
amounted to only 1,170,881 lbs. The accounts of the imports of cotton from 17SK) to 
1770 have not been preserved; but until the last 2 or 3 years of that period tiie 
manufacture increased very slowly, and was of very trifling amount. Dr. Percivali 
of Manchester, who had the best means of being accurately informed on the sul^jeoti 
states that the entire value of all the cotton goods manufactured in Great Britain, at the 
accession of George III. in 1760, was estimated to amount to only 200,0002. a year, 
and the number of persons employed was quite inconsiderable : but in 1 767, a moat 
ingenious person, James Hargraves, a carpenter at Blackburn in Lancashire, invented 
the spinning Jenny, At its first invention, this admirable machine enabled e^ht threads 
to be spun with the same facility as one ; and it was subsequently brought to such per- 
fection, that a little girl was able to work no fewer than from eighty to one hundred oMd 
twenty spindles. 

The jenny was applicable only to the spinning of cotton for weft, being unable to give 
to the yam that degree of firmness and hardness which is required in the longitudinal 
threads or warp : but this deficiency was soon after supplied by the introduction of the 
spinning-frame, — that wonderful piece of machinery which spins a vast number of 
threads of any degree of fineness and hardness, leaving to man merely to feed the ma- 
chine with cotton, and to join the threads when they happen to break. It is not difiicult 
to understand the principle on which this machine is constructed, and the mode of its 
operation. It consists of two pairs of rollers, turned by means of machinery. Tlie 
lower roller of each pair is furrowed or fluted longitudinally, and the upper one is 
covered with leather, to make them take a hold of the cotton. If there were only one 
pair of rollers, it is clear that a carding of cotton passed between them would be (h«wn 
forward by the revolution of the rollers, but it would merely undergo a certain degree 
of compression from their action. No sooner, however, has the carding, or roving, as it 
is technically termed, begun to pass through the first pair of rollers, than it is received 
by the second pair, which are made to revolve with (as the case may be) 3, 4, or 
5 times the velocity of the first pair. By this admirable contrivance, the roving is 
drawn out into a thread of the desired d^ree of tenuity ; a twist being given to it by the 
adaptation of the spindle and fly of the common flax-wheel to the machinery. 

Such is the principle on which Sh* Richard Arkwright constructed his famous spin, 
ning frame. It is obvious that it is radically and completely di£ferent fit>m the previous 

* In an act of 5&6 Edw. 6. (155S), entitled, for the true making of woollen cloth, it is ordered, **ThtU 
all cottons called Manckrsfcr^ Lancashire, and Cheshire cottons, Ml wrought for sale, shall be in length,** 
SiC lliis proves incoutcstably, that what were then called cottons were made wholly of wool. 
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